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DIPLOMATIC. 


SECRET CORRESPONDENCE 
WITH CONGRESS, 


From October, 1776, to June, 1782. 


Lo John Hancock, President of Congress. 


Nantes, October 8, 1776. 
SIR, 3 

IN thirty days after we left the Capes of Delaware, we 
came to an anchor in the Quiberon Bay. I remained on 
board four days, expecting a change of wind proper to carry 
the ship into the river Loire, but the -wind seeming fixed 
in an opposite quarter, I landed at Auray, and with difficul- 
ty got hither, the road not being well supplied with means 
of conveyance. Two days before we saw land, we met 
a brigantine from Bordeaux belonging to Cork, and ano- 
ther from Rochefort belonging to Hull, both of which were 
taken. The first has on board, staves, tar, turpentine, 
and claret: the other Coniac brandy and flaxseed. There 
is some difficulty in determining what to do with them, as 
they are scarce worth sending to America, and the mind 
of the French court with regard to prizes brought into their 
ports, is not yet known. It is certainly contrary to their 
treaties with Britain to permit the sale of them, and we 
have no regular means of trying and condemning them.— 
There are, however, many here who would purchase pri- 
zes, we having already had several offers from persons 
who are willing to take upon themselves all consequences 
as to the illegality. 


¥. 
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Captain Wickes, as soon as he can get his refreshments 
intends a cruise in the channel. Our friends in France 
have been a good deal dejected with the gazette accounts 
of advantages obtained against us by the British troops, I 
have helped them here to recover their spirits a little, by 
assuring them that we still face the enemy, and were under 
no apprehensions of their two armies being able to complete 
their junction. 

I understand Mr. Lee has lately been at Paris, that Mr. 
Deane is still there, and that an underhand supply is obtained 
from the goverment, of two hundred brass field pieces, thirty 
thousand firelocks, and some other military stores, which 
are now shipping for America, and will be convoyed by a 
ship of war. | 

The court of England, Mr. Penet tells me (from whom 
I have the above intelligence) had the folly to demand Mr. 
Deane to be delivered up, but were refused. 

_ Our voyage though not long was rough, and I feel myself 
weakened by it, but I now recover strength daily, and ina few 
days shall be able to:undertake the journey to Paris. I have 
not yet taken any public character, thinking it prudent first 
to know whether the court is ready and willing to receive 
ministers publicly from the congress ; that we may neither em- 
barrass her onthe one hand, nor subject ourselves tothe hazard 
of a disgraceful refusal on the other, I have dispatched an 
express to Mr. Deane, with the letters I had for him from 
the committee and a copy of our commission, that he may 
immediately make the proper inquiries, and give me infor- 
toation... In the mean time, I find it is generally supposed 
here, that I am sent to negociate, and that opinion appears 
to give great pleasure, if I can judge by the extreme civili- 
ties I meet with from numbers of the principal people who 
have done me the honor to visit me. I have desired Mr. 
Deane, by some. speedy and safe means, to give Mr.. Lee 
notice of his appointment. I find several vessels here laden 
with military stores for America, just ready to sail; on the 
whole there is the greatest prospect that we shall be well 
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provided for another campaign, and much stronger than 
we were the last. A Spanish fleet has sailed, with seven 
thousand land forces, foot and some horse, their destina- 
‘tion not known, but supposed against the Portuguese in 
Brasil.. Both France and England are preparing strong 
fleets, and it is said that all the powers of Europe are pre- 
paring for war, apprehending a general one cannot be very 
distant. When I arrive at Paris, I shall be able to write 
with more certainty. I beg you to present my duty to the . 
congress, and assure them of my most faithful endeavors in 
their service 


With the sincerest esteem and respect, 
I have the honor to be, &c. | 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To the Secret Committee of Congress. 


Nantes, December 8, 1776. 
GENTLEMEN, 

AFTER a short but rough passage of thirty days, we 
anchored in Quiberon Bay, the wind not suiting to enter » 
the Loire. Captain Wickes did every thing in his power 
to make the voyage comfortable to me ; and I was much 
pleased with what I saw of his conduct as an officer, when 
on supposed occasions we made preparation for engage- 
ment, the good order and readiness with which it was 
done, being far beyond my expectations, and I believe 
equal to any thing of the kind in the best ships of the king’s 
fleet. He seems to have also a very good set of officers 
under him, I hope they will all in good time be promoted. 
He met and took two prizes, brigantines, one belonging to 
Cork, laden with staves, pitch, tar, turpentine, and claret ; 
the other to Hull, with a cargo of flaxseed and brandy. 
The captains have made some propositions of ransom, 
which, perhaps, may be accepted, as there is yet no means 
of condemning them here, and they are scarce worth send- 
ing to America. The ship is yet in Quiberon bay, with 
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her prizes. I came hither from thence, seventy miles, by 
land. I am made extremely welcome here, where America 
has many friends. As soon as I have recovered strength 
enough for the journey, which I hope will be in a very few 
days, I shall set out for Paris. My letter to the President 
will inform you of some other particulars. 
With great esteem, I have the honor to be, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 
P. S. December 10th. I have just learnt that eighty 
pieces of the cannon, all brass, with carriages, braces, and 
every thing fit for immediate service, were embarked in 4 
frigate from Havre, which is sailed: the rest were to go in 
another frigate of thirty-six guns. 


Lo the same. 


Paris, Fanuary 4, 1777. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I ARRIVED here about two weeks since, where I 
found Mr. Deane. Mr. Lee has since joined us from Lon- 
don. We have had an audience of the minister, count 
de Vergennes, and were respectfully received. We left 
for his consideration a sketch of the proposed treaty. We 
are to wait upon him to-morrow with a strong memorial, 
requesting the aids mentioned in our instructions. By his 
advice we had an interview with the Spanish ambassador, 
count d’Aranda, who seems well disposed towards us, and 
will forward copies of our memorials to his court, which 
will act, he says, in perfect concert with this. Their fleets 
are said to be in fine order, manned and fit for sea. The 
cry of this nation is for us, but the court, it is thought,. 
views an approaching war with reluctance. The press con- 
tinues in England. As soon as we can receive a positive 
answer from these courts, we shall dispatch an express 
with it. | 

Tam, gentlemen, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 
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To John Hancock, President of Congress. 
, Paris, Fanuary 20, 1777. 
Dear Sir, 

THE bearer, captain Balm, is strongly recommended 
to me as a very able officer of horse, and capable of being 
extremely useful to us in forming a body of men for that 
service. As he has otherwise an excellent character, J 
take the liberty of recommending him to my friends as a 
stranger of merit worthy of their civilities, and to the con- 
gress as an officer, who if employed, may greatly serve a 
cause which he-has sincerely at heart. 


With great respect, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


Zo General G, Washington. 
| Paris, Fune 13, 1777. 
SrR, 

THE bearer M. le Conte Kotkouski, a Polish officer, is 
recommended to me by several persons of worth here, as a 
man of experience in military affairs, and of tried bravery, 
he has lost his family and estate in Poland, by fighting there 
in the cause of liberty ; and wishes by engaging in the same 
cause to find a new country and new friends in America ; 
count Pulaski, who was a general of the confederates in 
Poland, and who is gone to join you, is esteemed one of 
the greatest officers in Europe. He can give you the cha- 
racter of this M. Kotkouski, who served under him as 
lieutenant colonel. It is with regret that I give letters of 
introduction to foreign officers, fearing you may be troubled 
with more than you can provide for, or employ to their and 
your own satisfaction. When particular cases seem to 
have a claim to such letters, I hope you will excuse my 
taking the liberty :—-I give no expectations to those who 
apply for them, I promise nothing, I acquaint them that 
their being placed, when they arrive, is a great uncertainty, 
and that the voyage being long, expensive, and hazardous, 
I counsel them rot to undertake it. This honest gentle« 
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man’s z€al is not to be discouraged by such means, he de- 
termines to go and serve as a volunteer, if he cannot be em- 
' ployed immediately as an officer: but I wish and hope your 
excellency may find a better situation for him, and that he 
will be an useful officer. He has the advantage of under- 
standing English, and will soon speak it intelligibly. He 
also speaks German and some other aerohesn languages, 
and the Latin. 
' With the truest esteem and respect, 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To the same. 
Paris, Fune 13, 177 7. 
SIR, 

THE person who will have the honor of delivering this 
to your excellency, is Monsieur le baron de Frey, who is 
well recommended to me as an officer of experience and 
merit, with a request that I would give him a letter of in- 
troduction. I have acquainted him that you are rather 
overstocked with officers, and that his obtaining employ- 
ment in your army is an uncertainty, but his zeal for the 
American cause is too great for any discouragements I can 
lay before him, and he goes over at his own expense, to 
take his chance, which is a mark of attachment that merits 
ourregard. He willshew your excellency the commissions 
and proofs of his military service hitherto, and I beg leave 
to recommend him to your notice. 


With the sincerest esteem and respect, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


To Richard Peters, Esq.* 


Passy, near Paris, September 12, 1777. 

SIR, | 
THE bearer Monsieur Gerard is recommended to me 
by M. Dubourg, a gentleman of distinction here, and a 


* Mr, Peters now judge Peters, was secretary to the board of war. 
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hearty friend to our cause. I enclose his letter that you 
may see the favorable manner in which he speaks of 
Mr. Gerard. I thereupon take the liberty of recommend. 
ing the young gentleman to your civilities and advice, as 
he will be quite a stranger there, and to request that you 
would put him in the way of serving as a volunteer in our 


armies. 
Iam, Sir, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


TRANSLATION. 
M. Dubourg to Dr. Franklin. 


Paris, September 8, 1777. 
My DEAR SIR, 

I SHOULD be much obliged to you if you would be so 
good as to give a letter of recommendation to some one of 
‘the chiefs of your army, in favor of a young man full of 
courage, and also of distinguished talents, who 1s at Bour- 
deaux, ready to embark for America, where he proposes 
to settle himself in Pennsylvania, after having served in 
quality of volunteer, or otherwise, during the war. His 
name is Gerard. He carries with him a little adventure, 
sufficient for supporting him some years, and afierwards, 
if it is there customary, his father will make over to him 
his portion. I interest myself particularly in his favor, 
because he is the: brother-in-law of one of our honestest 
commissaries. 

I have the honor to wish you a good day, and to reiterate 
the assurances of my inviolable attachment. 


DUBOURG. 


James Lovell, Esq. 
Paris, December 21, 1777. 
SIR, 
I SEE in a vote of congress, shewn me by captain Fran- 


val, that Mr. Deane is disowned in some of his agreements 
B 
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with oficers. I who am upon the spot, and know the inf 
nite difficulty of resisting the powerful solicitations here of 
great men, who, if disobliged, might*have it in their power 
to obstract the supplies he was then obtaining, do not won- 
der, that being then a stranger to the people, and unac- 
quainted with the language, he was at first prevailed on to 
make some such agreements, when all were recommended, 
as they always are, as officiers experementés, braves comme 
leurs epeés, pleins de courage, de talents, et de zele pour 
notre cause, &@ce in short, mere Cesars, each of whom 
would be an invaluable acquisition to America. You can 
have no conception how we are still besieged and worried 
on this head, our time cut to pieces by personal applica~ 
tions, besides those contained in dozens of letters by every 
post, which are so generally refused, that scarce one in an’ 
hundred obtain from us a simple recommendation to civili- 
ties. Ihope, therefore, that favourable allowance will be 
made to my worthy colleague, on account of his situation 
at the time, as he has long since corrected that mistake, 
and daily approves himself, to my certain knowlege} an 
able, faithful, active, and extremely useful servant of the 
public. A testimony I think it my duty to take this occa- 
sion of giving to his merit unasked, as, considering my 
great age, I may probably not live to give it personally in 
congress, and I perceive he has enemies. 

You will see the general news in the papers. In parti- 
cular, I can only say at present that our affairs go well 
here, and that Tam, with much respect, 


Sir, &c. | 
B. FRANKLIN. 


Henry Laurens, Esq. President of Congress. 
Passy near Paris, March 13, 1778. 
SIR, . 
MY colleague Mr. Deane being recalled by congress, 
and no reasons given that have yet appeared here, it is ap- 
prehended to be the effect of some misrepresentations from 
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an enemy or two at Paris or Nantes. I have no doubt that 
he will be able clearly to justify himself; but having lived 
with him now fifteen months, the greatest part of the time 
m the same house, and being aconstant witness of his pub- 
lic conduct, I cannot omit giving this testimony, though 
unasked, in his behalf, that { esteem him a faithful, active, 
and able minister, who, tomy knowledge, has done in va- 
rious ways, great and important services to his country, 
whose interests I wish may always, by every one in the em- 
ploy, be as much and as effectually promoted. With my 
dutiful respects to the congress, I have the honor to be, — 
Sir, Ke. : 
B. FRANKLIN. 


James Lovell, Lisq. 


Passy, Fuly 22, 1778. 
SIR, 

I received your favor of May 15, and was glad to find 
that mine of December 21, had cometohand. Mr. Deane’s 
brother writes that it was not signed, which was an acci- 
dental omission. Mr. Deane himself is I hope with you 
long before this time, and I doubt not but every prejudice 
against him is removed. It was not alone upon the pro- 
ceedings of congress I formed my opinion that such preju- 
dices existed. Iam glad to understand that opinion was 
groundless, and that he is like to come back with honor, in 
the commission to Holland, where matters are already so 
ripe for his operations, that he cannot fail (with his abilities) 
of being useful. You mention former letters of the commit- 
tee, by which we might have seen the apprehensions of the 
resentment of foreign officers, &c. Those letters never came 
to hand, and we on our part are amazed to hear that the 
committee had had no line from us for near a year, during 
which we had written I believe five or six long and particu- 
lar letters, and had made it arule to send triplicates of each, 
and to replace those that we happened to hear were lost, so 
that of some there were five copies sent; and as I hear that 
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captain Young is arrived, who had some of them, I think it 
probable that one at least of each must have come to your 
hands before this time. Mr. Deane’s informations, how- 
ever, may supply the want of them, whose arrival, as he 
went with a strong squadron of men of war, is more likely 
than that of this vessel, or any single one by whom we 
might send more copies. 

The affair with Mr. Beaumarchais will be best settled by 
his assistance after his return. We find it recommended 
to us, but we know too little of it to be able to do it well 
without him. 

There has been some inaccuracy in sending us the last 
dispatches of the committee, two copies of the contract 
with Mr. Francy and the invoices came by the same vessel, 
captain Niles. And though one of your letters mentions 
sending enclosed a resolution of congress, relative to two 
articles of the treaty, that resolution is not come to hand. 
There are circumstances in the affair of those articles, that 
make them in my opinion of no consequence if they stand, 
while the proposing to abrogate them has an unpleasing ap- 
pearance, as it looks like a desire of having it in our power 
to make that commercial kind of war, which no honest 
state can begin, which no good friend or neighbor ever did 
or will begin, which has always been considered as an act of 
hostility that provoked as well as justified reprisals, and has 
generally produced such as have rendered the first project 
as unprofitable as it was unjust. Commerce among nations 
as well as between private persons should be fair and equi- 
table, by equivalent exchanges, and mutual supplies ; the 
taking unfair advantage of a neighbor’s necessities, though 
attended with a temporary success always breeds ill blood ; 
to lay duties on a commodity exported which our friends 
want, is a knavish attempt to get something for nothing. — 
The statesman who first invented it, had the genius of a 
pickpocket, and would have been a pickpocket if fortune 
had suitably placed him ; the nations who have practised it 
have suffered for it fourfold, as pickpockets ought to suffer. 
Savoy by a duty on exported wines lost the supplying of 
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Switzerland, which thenceforth raised its own wine, and 
(to wave other instances) Britain, by her duty on exported 
tea, has lost the trade of her colonies. But as we produce 
no commodity that is peculiar to our country, and which 
may not be obtained elsewhere, the discouraging ours by 
duties on exportation, and thereby encouraging a rivalship 
from other nations in the ports we trade to, is absolute folly, 
which indeed is mixed more or less with some knavery. | 
For my own part, if my protest were of any consequence, 
I should protest against our ever doing it, even by way of 
reprisal. It is a meanness with which I would not dirty the 
conscience or character of my country. The objections 
stated against the last of the two articles, had all been made, 
considered here, and were sent, I imagine, from hence, by 
one who is offended that they were not thought of weight 
sufficent to stop the signing of the treaty, till the king should, 
in another council, reconsider those articles, and, after 
agreeing to omit them, order new copies to be drawn, 
though all was then ready engrossed on parchment as before 
settled. I did not think the articles of much consequence, 
but I thought of consequence that no delay should be given 
to the signing of the treaty after it was ready. But if [had 
known those objections would have been sent to the com- 
mittee, I should have sent the answers they received, which 
had been satisfactory to a// the commissioners, when the 
treaty was settled, and until the mind of one of them was 
altered by the opinion of two other persons. ”Tis now toa 
late to send those answers. But I wish for the future, if 
such a case should again happen, that congress would ac- 
quaint their commissioners with such partial objections, and 
hear their reasons, before they determine they have done 
wrong. In the mean time, this is only to you in private. 
It will be of no use to communicate it, as the resolution of 
congress will probably be received and executed before this 
letter comes to hand. 

Speaking of commissioners in the plural, puts me in 
mind of inquiring if it can be the intention of congress to 
keep three embassadors atthis court ; we have indeed four, 
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with the gentleman intended for Tuscany, who continues 
here, and is very angry that he was not consulted in making 
the treaty, which he could have mended in several particu- 
lars ; and perhaps he is angry, with some reason, if the 
instructions to him do, as-he says they do, require us to 
consult him. We shall soon have a fifth, for the envoy to 
Vienna not being received there, is, I hear, returning 
hither. The necessary expense of maintaining us all, is, 
I assure you, enormously great: I wish the utility may 
equal it: I imagine every one of us spends nearly as much 
as lord Stormont did. It is true he left behind him the 
character of a niggard ; and when the advertisement ap- 
peared for the sale of his household goods, all Paris laughed 
at an article of it, perhaps very innocently expressed, “* Une 
grande quantité du linge de table, QUI N’A JAMAIS SERVI.— 
Cela est tres vraisemblable,” say they, ** car il n’a jamais 
donné a manger.”—But as.to our number, whatever advan- 
tage there might be in the joint counsels of three for fram- 
ing and adjusting the articles of the treaty, there can be 
none in managing the common business of a resident here. 
On the contrary, all the advantages in negotiation that 
result from secrecy of sentiment, and uniformity in expres- 
ing it, and in common business, from dispatch, are lost. 
In a court too, where every word is watched and weighed,’ 
if a number of commissioners do not every one hold the 
same language, in giving their opinion on any public trans- 
action, this lessens their weight; and where it may be 
prudent to put on or avoid certain appearances, of concern, 
for example, or indifference, satisfaction or dislike, where 
the utmost sincerity and candor should be used, and would 
gain credit, if no semblance of art shewed itself in the 
inadvertent discourse perhaps of only one of them, the 
hazard is equal to the number: and where every one must 
be consulted’ on every particular of common business, in 
answering every letter, &c. and one of them is offended if 
the smallest thing is done without his consent, the difficulty 
of being often and long enough together, the different 
opinions, and the time consumed in: debating them, the 
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interruption of new applicants in the time by meeting, &c. 
&c. occasion so much postponing and delay, that corres- 
pondence languishes, occasions are lost, and the business is 
always behind-hand. | have mentioned the difficulty of 
being often and long enough together: this is considerable, 
where they cannot all be accommodated in the same house : 
but to find three people whose tempers are so good, and 
who like so well one another’s company, and manner of 
living and conversing, as to agree well themselves, though 
being in one house, and whose servants will not, by their 
indiscretion quarrel with one another, and by artful misre- 
presentations draw their masters in to take their parts, to 
the disturbance of necessary harmony ; these are difhiculties 
still greater, and almost insurmountable: and in consi- 
deration of the whole, I wish the congress would separate 
us. 

The Spanish galeons, which have been impatiently ex- 
pected, are at length happily arrived. The fleet and army 
returning from Brasil, is still out, but supposed to be on 
the way homewards. When that and the South Sea ships 
are arrived, it will appear whether Spain’s accession to the 
treaty has been delayed for the reasons given, or whether 
the reasons were only given to excuse the delay. 

The English and French fleets, of nearly equal force, are 
now both at sea. It is not doubted but that if they meet 
there will be a battle. For though England, through fear, 
affects to understand it to be still peace, and excuses the 
depredations she has made on the commerce of France by 
pretences of illicit trade, &c. yet France considers the war 
as begun from the time of the king’s message to parliament, 
complaining of the insult France had given by treating with 
us, and demanding aids to resent it, and the answers of 
both houses offering their lives and fortunes, and the taking 
several frigates are deemed indisputable hostilities. Ac- 
cordingly orders are given, to all the fleets and armed ships, 
to return hostilities, and encouragement is offered to priva- 
teers, &c. An embassador from Spain is indeed gone to 
London, and joyfully received there, in the idea that peace 
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may be made by his mediation. But as yet we learn noth- 
ing certain of his mission, and doubt his PENS any thing 
of the kind. 

War in Germany seems to be inevitable, and this occa- 
sioning great borrowings of money in Holland and else- 
where, by the powers concerned, makes it more difficult 
for us to succeed in ours. When we engaged to congress 
to pay their bills for the interest of the sums they should 
borrow, we did not dream of their drawing on us for other 
occasions. We have already paid of congress drafts, to re- 
turned officers, eighty-two thousand two hundred and eleven 
livres, and we know not how much more of that kind we 
have to pay, because the committee have never let us know 
the amount of those drafts, or their account of them never 
reached us, and they still continue coming in: and we 
are now surprised with advice of drafts from Mr. Bingham, 
to the amount of one hundred thousand more. If you re- 
duce us to bankruptcy here, by a non-payment of your drafts, 
consider the consequences. In my humble opinion, no 
drafts should be made on us, without first learning from 
us that we shall be able to answer them. 

Mr. Beaumarchais has been out of town ever since the 
arrival of your power to settle with him. I hope he will 
be able to furnish the supplies mentioned in the invoice and 
contract. The settlement may be much better made with 
the assistance of Mr. Deane; we being not privy to the 
transactions. 

We have agreed to give Monsieur Dumas two hundred 
louis a year, thinking that he well deserves it. 


With great esteem. I have the honor to be, &c. © 
B. FRANKLIN. 


vie! 


To the Committee for Foreign Affairs. 
Passy, May 26, 1779. 
GENTLEMEN, 3 


THE Marquis de la Fayette, who arrived here the 11th 
of February, brought me yours of October 28th, and the 
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new commission, credentials, and instructions the congress 
have honored me with. I have not since had an opportunity 
of writing that I could trust; for I see by several instances, 
that the orders given to private captains, to throw their 
dispatches into the sea, when likely to be taken, are some- 
times neglected, and sometimes so badly executed; that 
the letters are recovered by the enemy, and much incon- 
venience has attended their interception. You mention 
that you should speedily have opportunities of forwarding 
duplicates and triplicates of these papers: none of them 
have ever come to hand; nor have I received any other 
line from you of later date. 

I immediately acquainted the minister for foreign affairs 
with my appointment, and communicated to him, as usual 
a copy of my credential letter, on which a day was 
named for my reception. A fit of the gout prevented 
my attendance at that time, and for some weeks after, but 
as soon as I was able to go through the ceremony, I went 
to Versailles, and was presented to the king, and received 
mallthe forms. I delivered the letter of the congress into 
his majesty’s own hands, who in the most gracious manner 
expressed his satisfaction: and I have since constantly 
attended the levee, every Tuesday, with the other foreign 
ministers, and have taken every proper occasion of repeating 
the assurances I am instructed to give, of the grateful 
sentiments of congress, and their determined resolution to 
fulfil religiously their engagements. Much pains is con- 
stantly taken by the enemy to weaken the confidence of this 
court in their new allies, by representing our people as 
weary of the war, and of the.government of congress, which 
body too, they represent as distracted by dissentions, &c: 
but all this has very little effect; and when on some occa- 
sions it has seemed to make a little impression, and create 
some apprehensions, I have not found it dificult to remove 
them: and it is my firm opinion, that notwithstanding 
the great losses suffered by the commerce of this kingdom, 
since the commencement of the war, the disposition of the 
court to continue it (ti its purpose of establishing our 

cr 
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independence is completed) is not in the least see nor 
their regard for us diminished. 

The end of that part of the instructions which relates toe 
American seamen taken by the French in English ships, had 
already been obtained ; captain Jones having had for some 
time an order from court directed to the keepers of the pri- 
-soners, requiring them to deliver to him such Americans 
as should be found in their hands, that they might be at 
liberty to serve under his command. Most of them have 
accordingly been delivered to him, if not all. The minis- 
ter of the marine having entertained a high opinion of him 
from his conduct and bravery in taking the Drake, was de- 
sirous of employing him in the command of a particular 
énterprise; and, to that end, requested us to spare him, 
which we did, and sent the Ranger.home under the com- 
mand of his lieutenant. Vafious accidents have hitherto 
postponed his equipment, but he now has the command 
of a fifty gun ship, with some frigates, all under American 
commissions and colors, fitted out at the king’s expense, and 
will sail it is said about the first of June. ‘The marquis de 
ja Fayette was, with some land troops, to have.gone with 
him; but I now understand the marquis is not to go, the 
plan being a little changed. The Alliance being weakly 
manned at first, and the captain judging it necessary to be 
freed from thirty eight of his men, who had been concerned 
in a conspiracy, and unwilling to take French seamen, I 
thought it best to send him directly home, as his ship might 
be of some protection to the vessels then about sailing to 
America; and Mr. Adams, who was desirous of returning 
soon might be accommodated with a passage in a swift sailing 
vessel. I accordingly offered her as a convoy to the trade at 
Nantes; but the gentlemen concerned, did not think fit to 
wait for her getting ready, as a French convoy offered for 
at least part of the voyage, and the minister requesting she 
might be added to captain Jones’s ttle squadron, and of- 
fering to give a passage to Mr. Adams in the frigate with 
the new embassador, and to complete the Alliance’s com- 
plement of men, I thought it best to continue her a little 
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longer in Europe, hoping she may, in the projected cruise, 
by her extraordinary swiftness, be a means of taking pri- 
soners enough to redeem the rest of our countrymen now 
in the English gaols. With this view, as well as to oblige 
the minister, I ordered her to join captain Jones at L’ Orient, 
and obey his orders, where she now is accordingly. There 
have been great misunderstandings between the officers of 
that ship and their captain, and. great discontents among 
the latter for want of clothes and money. I have been 
obliged to make great advances to appease those discontents, 
and I now hope the authority and prudence of captain Jones 
will be able to remove, or at least prevent the ill effects of 
those misunderstandings. The conspirators are detained. 
in prison, and will remain there, subject to such direction 
as the congress may think fit to give concerning them. 
The court here would not, because they properly could 
not, undertake to try them; and we had not captains enough 
to make acourt martial for the purpose. The sending them 
to America, with evidence to convict them, will be a great 
trouble and expense, and perhaps their offence cannot be 
so clearly made out as to justify a punishment sufficient to 
deter by its exemplary severity: possibly the best use that 
can be made of them is to give them in exchange for as many 
_ Americans, inthe cartel now operating here. The perfi- 
dious conduct of English and Scotch sailors in our service, 
a good deal discourages the idea of taking them out of those. 
prisons in ordér to employ them. i 

This cartel is at length brought about by the indefatigable 
endeavors of an old friend of mine and a long declared one. 
to America. The ship employed has already brought us one 
cargo from the prison at Plymouth. Thenumber was intend« 
ed for an hundred, but proved ninety-seven and she is re- 
turned with as many inexchange, to bring us a second number 
from the prison at Portsmouth. This is to continue till all 
are exchanged. The Americans are chiefly engaged with 
captains Jones and Landais. This exchange is the more re- 
markable, as our people were allcommitted as for high treason. 


a Supposed to be Mr. Hartley member of parliament for Hull. Epir. 
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Agreeable to the seventh instruction, I have earnestly 


recommended the reduction of Halifax and Quebec. The 
marquis de la Fayette joined me warmly in the application 
for this purpose, and I hope we shall in due time see some 
good effects from it. 

I have also in various ways, and through various channels 
laid before the ministry, the distressed state of our finances 
in America. There seems agreat willingness in all of them 
to help us, except in the comptroller, monsieur Neckar, | 
who is said to be not well disposed towards us, and is sup- 
posed to embarrass every measure proposed to relieve us by 
grants of money. It is certain, that under the resolution 
perhaps too hastily declared, of the king’s imposing no new 
taxes on his subjects this year, the court has great difficulties 
in defraying present expense ; the vast exertions to put the 
navy in a condition to equal that of England, having cost 
immense sums. There is also a prevailing opinion, that 
the most effectual service to us, is to be expected from 
rendering their marine superior to that of England. The 
king has, however, to encourage our loan in Holland, been 
so good as to engage under his hand, to be security for our 
payment of the interest of three millions of livres ; but that 
loan has not as yet amounted to more than about eighty 
thousand florins. | 

Doctor Price, whose assistance was requested by con- 
gress, has declined that service, as you will see by the copy 
of his letter enclosed. To me it seems that the measure 
recommended by the wisdom of congress for diminishing — 
the quantity of paper, by taxes of large nominal sums, 
must have very salutary effects. 

As to your finances here, it is fit that you should know 
the state of them. When the commissioners of congress 
made the proposition of paying the interest at Paris of the 
money borrowed in America, they understood the loan to 
be of five millions of dollars. They obtained from govern. © 
ment sums more than sufficient for the interest of such a 
sum. That sum has been increased, and if they could 
otherwise have provided for it, they have been from time ta 
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time drained by a number of unforeseen expenses, of which 
the congress had no knowledge, and of others occasioned 
by their orders and drafts ; and the cargoes sent to the com- 
missioners by the committees have some of them been trea- 
cherously run away with by the seamen, or taken by the 
enemy, or, when arrived, have been hitherto applied to- 
wards the payment of debts, the tobacco to the farmers 
general according to contract, and the rice and indigo to 
Messieurs Hortalez & Co. from whom, by the way, we 
have not yet been able to procure any account. [have lately 
employed an accountant, the son of our banker, to form 
complete books of our accounts to be sent to congress. 
They are not yet ready. When they are, I shallsend them 
by the first safe opportunity. In the mean time, I may just 
mention some particulars of our disbursements:....great 
quantities of clothing, arms, ammunition, and naval stores, 
sent from time to time, payment of bills from Mr. Bing- 
ham one hundred thousand livres; congress bills in favor 
of Haywood and company, above two hundred thousand ; 
_ advanced to Mr. Ross about twenty thousand pounds ster- 
ling; paid congress drafts in favor of returned officers, 
ninety-three thousand and eighty livres; to our prisoners 
in England, and after their escape to help them home, and 
to other Americans here in distress, a great sum, I cannot 
at present say how much; supplies to Mr. Hodge for fitting 
out captain Cunningham, very considerable ; forthe freights 
of ships to carry over the supplies, great sums; to Mr. 
William Lee and Mr. Izard, five thousand five hundred 
pounds sterling; and for fitting the frigates Rawleigh, 
Alfred, Boston, Providence, Alliance, Ranger, &c. I ima- 
gine not less than sixty or seventy thousand livres each, 
taken one with another: and for maintenance of the English 
prisoners, I believe when I get in all the accounts, I shall 
find one hundred thousand livres not sufficient, having al- 
ready paid above sixty-five thousand on that article; and 
now the drafts of the treasurer of the loans coming very 
fast upon me, the anxiety I have suffered, and the distress 
of mind lest I should not be able to pay them, has for a long 
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time been very great indeed. ‘To apply again to this court 
for money for a particular purpose, which they had already 
over and over again provided for and furnished us, was 
extremely awkward. I therefore repeated the general ap- 
plications, which we had made when together, for aids of 
money, and received the general answers, that the expense 
of government for the navy was so great, that at present It was 
exceedingly difficult to furnish supplies. That France by 
sending a fleetto America, obliged the enemy to divide their 
forces, and leftthem so weak on the continent as to aid us by 
lessening our expense, if it could not by giving us money, 
&c. &c. and I was asked if we did not receive money from 
Spain? I know indeed of some money received from thence, 
and I have heard of more, but know not how much. Mr. A. 
Lee, as minister for Spain, having taken to himselfall the ma- 
nagement of that affair, and will account to congress. I only 
understand, that there is none of it left to assist in paying con- 
gress bills. I at length obtained, as above mentioned, the 
king’s bon for payment of the interest of three millions, if I 
could borrow it in Holland, or elsewhere ; but though two 
eminent houses in Amsterdam have undertaken it, and had 
hopes of success, they have-both lately written to me, that 
the great demands of money for Germany and for England 
had raised interest above our limits, and that the successes 

of the English in Georgia and St. Lucia, and in destroying | 
the French trade, with the supposed divisions in congress, 
all much magnified by the British minister, and the press- 
ing applications to borrow by several of our states sepa- 
vately, had made the monied people doubtful of our stabi- 
lity, as well as our ability to repay what might be lent us, 
and that it was necessary to wait a more favorable moment 
for proceeding with our loan. In this situation I have 
been applied to by Mr. William Lee, and lately, through 
our banker, by Mr. Izard, for more money for their 
expenses, and I am told there is much anger against me 
for declining to furnish them, and that I am charged with 
disobeying an order of congress, and with cruelly attempting 
to distress gentlemen who are in the service of their 
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country. They have indeed produced.to me a resolve of 
congress, empowering them to draw on the commissioners 
in France for their expenses at foreign courts ; and doubtless 
congress, when that resolve was made, intended to enable 
us to pay those drafts: but as that has not been done, and 
_ the gentlemen (except Mr. Lee for a few weeks) have not 
incurred any expense at for eign courts, and if they had, the 
five thousand five hundred guineas, received by them in 
about nine months, seemed an ample provision for it ; and 
as hoth of them might command money from England, I 
do not conceive that I disobeyed an order of congress; and 
that if I did, the circumstances will excuse it ; and I could 
have no intention to distress them, because I must know it 
out of my power, as their private fortunes and credit will 
enable them at all times to pay their own expenses. In 
short, the dreadful consequences of ruin to our public 
credit, both in America and Europe, that must attend 
protesting a single congress draft for interest, after our 
funds were out, would have weighed with me against 
the payment of more money to those gentlemen, if the de- 
mand had otherwise been well founded. I am, however, 
in the judgment of congress, and if I have done amiss, must 
submit dutifully to their censure. Thanks to God, I have 
this last week got over the difficulty so far as relates to the 
bills, which will all be punctually paid; but if the navy 
boards send more ships here to be fitted, or the congress 
continue to draw for the payment of other debts, the ships 
will be disappointed, and I shall probably be made a bank- 
rupt; unless funds are, at the same time, sent over to dis- 
charge such demands. 

With regard to the fitting out of ships, receiving and 
disposing of cargoes, and purchasing of supplies, I beg 
leave to mention, that besides my being wholly unacquainted 
with such business, the distance I am from the ports ren- 
ders my having any thing to do with it extremely inconve- 
nient. Gommneertal agents have indeed been appointed by 
Mr. William Lee, but they and the captains are continually 
writing for my opinion or orders, or leave to do this and 
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that, by which much time is lost to. them, and much of 
mine taken up, to little purpose, from my ignorance. I 
see Clearly, however, that many of the captains are exor- 
bitant in their demands, and in some cases I think those 
demands are too easily complied with by the agents, per- 
haps because their commissions are in proportion to the 
expense. I wish, therefore, the congress would appoint 
the consuls they have a right to appoint by the treaty, and 
put into their hands all that sort of employment. I have 
in my desk I suppose not less than fifty applications from 
different ports, praying the appointment, and offering to 
serve gratis, for the honor of it, and the advantage it gives 
in trade. But I should imagine if consuls are appointed, 
they will be of our own people from America, who, if they 
should make fortunes abroad, might return with them to 
their country. The commissions demanded by the agents 
seem to me, in some cases, very high. For instance, Mr. 
Schweighauser, in a late account, charges five per cent. on 
the simple delivery of the tobaccos to the officer of the 
farmers general in the port, and by that means, makes the 
commission on the delivery of the two last cargoes, amount 
to about six hundred and thirty pounds sterling. As there 
was no sale in the case, he has, in order to calculate the 
commission, valued the tobacco at ninety livres the hundred 
weight ; whereas it was, by our contract with the farmers, 
to be delivered at about forty livres. : got a friend who 
was going upon change, to enquire among the merchants 
what was the custom in such cases of delivery. I send en- 
closed the result® he has given me of his inquiries. In 
consequence, I have refused to pay the commission of five 
per cent. on this article ; and I know not why it was, as is 
said, agreed with him, at the time of his appointment, that 
he should have five per cent. on his transactions, if the cus- 
tom is only two per cent. as by information. | 

I have mentioned above, the application of several states 
to borrow money in Europe, on which I beg Jeave to re- 


b This paper does not appear. 
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mark, that when the general congress are endeavouring to 
obtain a loan, these separate attempts do interfere, and are 
extremely inconvenient, especially where some of the agents 
are empowered to offer a higher interest, and some have 
powers in that respect unlimited. We have likewise lately 
had applications from three several states to this court, to 
be furnished with great quantities of arms, ammunition, 
and clothing, or with money upon credit to buy them; and 
from one state, to be supplied with naval stores and ships 
of war. These agents, finding that they had not interest 
to obtain such grants, have severally applied to me, and 
seem to think it my duty, as minister for the United States, 
to support and enforce their particular demands. I have 
endeavoured to do so, but I find the ministers do not like 
these separate applications, and seem to think that they 
should properly come only through congress, to whom the 
several states, in such cases, ought first to make known 
their wants, and then the congress could instruct their 
minister accordingly. This would save the king’s ministers 
a good deal of trouble, and the several states the expense 
of these particular agents, concerning whom I would add a 
little remark; that we have in America, too readily, in 
various instances, given faith to the pretensions of stran- 
gers from Europe, who offer their services as persons who 
have powerful friends and great interest in their own coun- 
try, and by that means obtain contracts, orders, or commis- 
sions to procure what we want; and who, when they come 
here, are totally unknown, and have no other credit but 
what such commissions give them ; or if known, the coms 
missions do not add so much to ¢thezr credit, as they dimi- 
nish that of their employers. 

I have received two letters from a Frenchman settled in 
one of the ports of Barbary, offering himself to act as our 
minister with the emperor, with whom he pretended to be 
intimate, and acquainting me that his imperial majesty 
wondered we had never sent to thank him for being the first 
power on this side the Atlantic that had acknowledged our 
independence, and opened his ports to us; advising that 
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we should send the emperor a present. On inquiring at 
the office in whose department Africa is included, I learnt 
the character of this man to be such, that it was not safe to 
have any correspondence with him, and therefore did not 
answer his letter. I suppose congress has received the 
memorial we presented to this court, respecting the Barbary 
states, and requesting the king’s good offices with them agree- 
able to the treaty, and also the answer expressing the king’s 
readiness to perform those good offices whenever the con- 
gress should send us instructions, and make provisions for 
the necessary presents: or if these papers have not yet got 
to hand, they will be found among the copies carried over — 
by Mr. Adams, and therefore I only mention them by way 
of remembrance. When ever a treaty with the emperor 
shall be intended, I suppose some of our naval stores will 
| be an acceptable present, and the expectation of continued 
supplies of such stores, a powerful motive for entering inte 
and continuing a friendship. 

I should send you copies of several other memorials and — 
public papers, but as Mr. Adams goes in the same ship, 
and has the whole of our transactions during his time, it is 
not so necessary by this vessel. 

The disposition of this nation, in general, continues 
friendly towards us and our cause ; and I do not see the least 
diminution of it, except among the West India merchants 
and planters, whose losses have rendered them a little dis- 
contented. 

Spain has been long acting as a mediator, but arming all 
the time most vigorously. Her naval force is now very great 
indeed; and as her last proposition of along truce, in which 
America should be included and treated with, as indepen- 
dent in fact, though not expressly acknowledged as such, 
has been lately rejected by England, it is now thought that 
her open junction with France in the war is not far distant. 
The commissioners here have a power in general terms to 
treat of peace, friendship, and commerce with European 
states, but I apprehend this is scarce explicit enough to 
authorise one to treat of such a truce, if the proposition 
should again come upon the tapis. I therefore wish tae 
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congress to consider of it, and give such powers as may be 
necessary to whom they may think proper; that if a favor- 
able opportunity of making an advantageous treaty should 
offer, 1t may not be slipt. 

Admiral Arbuthnot, who was going to America with a 
large convoy and some troops, has been detained by a little 
attempt upon Jersey; and contrary winds since that affair 
was over, have detained him farther until within these few 
days. 

Since I began writing this letter I have received a packet 
from the committee by way of Statia and Holland, sent by 
Mr. Lovell, containing his letters of December 8, January 
29, and February 8, with one from the president, dated. 
_ January 3. Several papers are mentioned as sent with them, 
and by other opportunities, but none are come tohand, ex- 
cept the resolution to postpone the attempt upon Canada, 
and these are the first dispatches received here since the 
date of those sent by the marquis de la Fayette. 
~ I have also just received a letter from Mr Bingham, ac- 
quainting me that the ships Dean¢ and the General Gates, 
are just arrived at Martinico and apply to him to be careened, 
refitted, and procure a fresh supply of provisions ; and that 
though he has no orders, he must draw upon me for the 
expence. I think it right to acquaint you thus early that I 
shall be obliged to protest his bills. I have just obtained 
from his majesty, orders to the government of Guadaloupe, 
to make reasonable reparation to captain Giddins of New- 
burg, for the loss of this vessel, sunk in mistake by a battery 
of that Island. . 

Great preparations are now making here with much acti- 
vity in all the sea ports, taking up transports, and building 
small vessels proper for landing of troops, &c. so that many 
think an invasion of England or Ireland is intended. The 
intention, whatever it is, may change; but the opinion of 
such an intention, which seems to prevail in England, may 
tend to keep their troops and ships at home. 

General and lord Howe, generals Cornwallis and Grey, 
colonel Montresor, captain Hammond, and others, have 
formally given it as their opinion in parliament, that the 


26 SECRET CORRESPONDENCE Sep. 


conquest of America is impracticable. This week, as we 
hear, John Maxwell, Esquire, Joseph Galloway, Esquire, 
Andrew Allen, Esquire, John Patterson, Theophilus Mor- 
ris, Enoch Story, and Jabez Fisher, are to be examined to 
prove the contrary. One would think the first set were 

likely to be the best judges. Be pleased to present my 
dutiful respects to the congress, and assure them of my 
most faithful services. 

I have the honor to be, &c: 


B. FRANKLIN. 


From Doctor Richard Price. 


London, Fanuary 18, 177 0. 

DOCTOR PRICE, returns his best thanks to the honor- 
able Benjamin Franklin, Arthur Lee, and John Adams, 
Esquires, for conveying to him the resolution of congress 
of the sixth of October last, by which he is invited to become 
a member of the United States, and to give his assist- 
ance in regulating their finances. It is not possible for him 
to express the sense he has of the honor which this resolu- 
tion does him, and_the satisfaction with which he reflects 
on the favourable opinion of him, which has occasioned it. 
But he knows himself not to be sufficiently qualified for giv. 
ing such assistance, and he is so, connected in this country, 
and also advancing so fast in the evening of life, that he 
cannot think of a removal. He requests the favour of the 
honorable commissioners to transmit this reply to congress, 
with assurances that Doctor Price feels the warmest grati- 
tude for the notice taken of him, and:that he looks to 
the American States as now the hape, and likely soon ta 
become the refuge of mankind. 


To James Lovell, Esq. 


Passy, September 30, 1779..2, P. A, 
SIR, 
{ have received within these few days a number of dis-- 
patches from you, which have arrived by the Mercury and 
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other vessels. Hearing but this instant of an opporttfnity 
from Bordeaux, and that the courier sets out from Versailles 
at five this evening, I embrace it just to let you know, that 
I have delivered the letters from congress to the king, and 
have laid the invoices of supplies desired (with a translation) 
before the ministers, and though I have not yet received a 
positive answer, I have good reason to believe I shall 
obtain most ofthem, if not all: but as this demand will cost 
the court a vast sum, and their expenses in the war is prodi- 
gious, I beg I may not be put under the necessity by occasion- 
al drafts on me, to ask for more money than is required to 
pay ourbills for interest. I must protest those I have advice 
of from Martinico and New Orleans (even if they were 
drawn by permission of congress) for want of money; and 
I wish the committee of commerce would caution their 
correspondents not to embarrass me with their bills. I put 
into my pocket nothing of the allowance congress has been 
pleased to make me, I shall pay it all in honoring their 
drafts, and supporting their credit, but do not let me be 
burthened with supporting the credit of every one who has 
claims on the boards of commerce or the navy. I shall 
write fully by the Mercury ; I send you some of the latest 
newspapers, and have the honor to be, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To John Jay Esq. President of Congress. 
Passy, October 4th, 1779. 

ER 
I received the letter your excellency did me the honor to 
write tome of the of June last, enclosing acts of congress, 
respecting bills of exchange for two millions four hundred 
thousand livres tournois, drawn on me in favour of M. de 
Beaumarchais. The bills have not yet appeared, but I shall 
accept them when they do, relying on the care of congress 
to enable me to pay them. As to the accounts of that gentle- 
man, neither the commissioners when we were all together, 
nor myself since, have ever been able to obtainasight of them, 
though repeatedly promised, and I begin to give over all 


Be, | SECRET CORRESPONDENCE Oct. 


expectation of them, indeed if I had them, I should not be 
able to do much with them, or to controvert any thing I 
might doubt in them, being unacquainted with the transac- 
tions and agreements on which they must be founded, and 
having small skillin accounts. Mr. Ross and Mr. Williams 
pressing me to examine and settle theirs, I have been obliged 
to request indifferent persons, expert in such business, to 
do it for me, subject to the revision of congress; and I 
should wish that my time and attention were not taken up 
by any concerns in mercantile affairs, and thereby diverted 
from others more important. 

The letters of congress to the king were very graciously 
received ; I have earnestly pressed the supplies desired, 
and the ministers (who are extremly well disposed towards 
us) are now actually studying the means of furnishing them. 
The assistance of Spain is hoped for. We expect to hear 
from thence in a few days. The quantity is great and will 
cost a vast sum. I have this day accepted three of your 
drafts, part of the three hundred and sixty thousand livres 
drawn for on the 9th of June: but when I ask for money to 
pay them, I must mention that as they were drawn to pur- 
chase military stores, an abatement equal to the value, may 
be made of the quantity demanded from hence. For Iam 
really ashamed to be always worrying the ministers for more 
money. And asto the private loans expected, I wrote ina 
former letter that our public credit was not yet sufficiently 
established, and that the loan in Holland had not exceeded 
eighty thousand florins, to which there has since been no 
addition. A Mr. Neufville came from thence to me last 
spring, proposing to procure great sums if he might be 
employed for that purpose, and the business taken away 
from the house. that had commenced it. His terms at first 
were very extravagant, such as that all the estates real and 
personal in the thirteen provinces should be mortgaged to 
him, that a fifth part of the capital sum borrowed should 
every year for five years be laid out in commodities and sent 
to Holland consigned to him, to remain in his hands till the 
term (ten years) stipulated for final payment was completed, 
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as a security for'the punctuality of it; when he was to draw 
the usual commissions: that all vessels or merchandize, 
coming from America to Europe, should be consigned to 
him or his correspondents, &c. &c. AsI rejected these 
with some indignation, he came down to the more reason- 
able ones of doing the business as it was done by the other 
house, who, he said, could dono more, being destitute of 
the interest which he possessed. I did not care abruptly 
to change a house that had in other respects been very friend- 
ly and serviceable to us, and thereby throw a slur upon their 
credit without a certainty of mending our affairs by it; and 
therefore, told Mr. Neufville that if he could procure and 
show me a list of subscribers amounting to the sum he men- 
mentioned, or near it, I would comply with his proposition. 
This he readily and confidently undertook todo. But after 
three months, during which he acquainted me from time to 
time, that the favorable moment was not yet come, I re- 
ceived instead of the subscription, a new set of propositions, 
among the terms of which were an additional one per cent. 
and a patent from congress, appointing him and his sons 
** commissioners for trade and navigation, and treasurers of 
the general congress, and of every private state of the thir- 
teen United States of North America, through the seven Unit- 
ed Provinces” with other extravagancies, which I mention, 
that it may be understood, why I have dropt correspon- 
dence on this subject, with a man who seemed to me a vain 
promiser, extremely self interested, and aiming chiefly to 
make an appearance without solidity ; and who, I understand 
intends applying directly to congress, some of his friends 
censuring me as neglecting the public interest in not coming 
into his measures. The truth is that I have no expec- 
tations from Holland, whilst interest received there from 
other nations is so high, and our credit there so low; while 
particular American states offer higher interest than -the 
congress; and even our offering to raise our interest tends 
to sink our credit. My sole dependence now is upon this 
court: I think reasonable assistance may be obtained here, 
but I wish I may not be obliged to fatigue it too much with 
my applications, lest it should grow tired of the connection. 
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Mr. Ross has lately demanded of me near twenty thou- 
sand. pounds sterling, due to him from the committee of 
commerce, but I have been obliged to refuse him, as well 
as an application made last week by Mr. Izard for more 
money, though he has already had 2,500 guineas, and ano- 
ther from Mr. Arthur Lee, though a has had five hundred 
guineas, since the news of his being out of this commission. 
_ He writes me that he will return to America forthwith if Ido 
not undertake to supply his expenses: as I see no likelihood 
of his being received at Madrid, I could not but approve 
his resolution. 

We had reason to expect some great events from the ac- 
tion of the fleets this summer in the Channel, but they are 
all now in port without having effected any thing. The 
junction was late, and the length of time the Brest squad- 
ron was at sea, equal to an East India voyage, partly 
on the hot Spanish coast, occasioned a sickness among 
the people that made their return necessary: they had 
chased the English fleet, which refused the combat... 
The sick men are recovering fast since they were landed ; 
and the proposed descent on England does not yet seem to 
be quite given up, as the troops are not withdrawn from 
the ports. Holland has not yet granted the succors required. 
by the English, nor even given an answer to the requisition 
presented by sir Joseph York. The aids will be refused, 
and as the refusal must be disagreeable, it is postponed 
from time to time. The expectations of assistance from 
Russia and Prussia seem also to have failed the English, 
and they are as much at a loss to find effective friends in 
Europe, as they have been in America. Portugal seems to 
have a better disposition towards us than heretofore. About 
thirty of our people taken, and set ashore on one of her 
islands by the English, were maintained comfortably by the 
governor during their stay there, furnished with every ne- 
cessary, and sent to Lisbon, where, on inquiry to whom 
payment was to be made for the expence they had occa- 
sioned, they were told that no reimbursement was expected, 
that it was the queen’s bounty, who had a pleasure in shew- 
ing hospitality to strangers in distress. I have presented 
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thanks by the Portuguese ambassador here in behalf of the 
congress: and I am given to understand that probably, 
in a little time, the ports of that nation will be as open to 
us as those of Spain. What relates to Spain I suppose Mr. 
Lee informs you of. 

The sword ordered by congress for the marquis de la 
Fayette, being at length finished, I sent it down to him at 
Havre, where he was with the troops intended for the inva- 
sion. I wrote a letter with it, and received an answer, co- 
pies of both which I enclose, together with a description of 
the sword, and drawings of the work upon it, which was 
executed by the best artists in Paris, and cost altogether 
two hundred guineas. ‘The present has given him great 
pleasure, and some of the circumstances have been agree- 
able to the nation. : 

Our cartel goes on; a second cargoof American prisoners, 
one hundred and nineteen in number, being arrived and ex- 
changed. Our privateers have dismissed a great number 
at sea, taking their written paroles, to be given up in ex- 
change for so many of our people in their gaols. This is 
not yet quite agreed to on the other side, but some expecta- 
tions are given me that it may take place. Certainly hu- 
manity would find its account in the practice. of exchanging 
upon parole, as all the horrors of imprisonment, with the 
loss of time and health, might be prevented by it. 

We continue to insult the coasts of these lords of the 
ocean with our little cruisers. A small cutter, which was 
fitted out as a privateer at Dunkirk, called the Black Prince, 
has taken, ransomed, burnt, and destroyed above thirty 
sail of their vessels within these three months. ‘The own- 
ers are about to give her aconsort, called the Black Princess, 
for whom they ask acommission. The prisoners br ought in; 
serve to exchange our countrymen, which makes me more 
willing to encourage such armaments, though they occasion 
a good deal of trouble. 

Captain, now commodore, Jones, put to sea this sum< 
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mer with alittle squadron consisting of aship of forty guns, 
the Alliance, another frigate of twenty, with some armed 
cutters, all under American colors, with congress commis- 
sions. He has sent in several prizes, has greatly alarmed 
the coast of Ireland and Scotland; an Wwe just now hear, 
that going north about, he fell in with a number of ships 
from the Baltic, convoyed by a fifty gun ship and a twenty 
four gun frigate, both of which he took after an obstinate 
engagement, and forced several of the others ashore. This 
news is believed, but we wait the confirmation and the par- 
ticulars. 

The blank commissions remaining. ef those sent to us 
here, are all signed by Mr. Hancock, which occassions 
some difficulty. If congress approves of my continuing to 
issue such commissions, I wish to have a fresh supply, with 
the other necessary papers, instructions, rules, bonds, &c, 
of which none are now left 

M. le comte de Maillebois, esteemed one of the best 
general’s in this country, arid who loves our cause, has given 
ime a memorial, containing a project for raising a corps here 
for your service, which I promised to lay before congress, 
and accordingly enclose a copy: I know nothing of. the | 
sentiments of congress on the subject of introducing foreign 
troops among us, and therefore could give no expectation 
that the plan would be adopted. It will, however, be a 
pleasure to him to know, that his good will to serve them 
has been acceptable to congress. 

A major Borre, who has been in America, ara some 
other officers who have quitted our service in disgust, en- 
deavor to give an idea here that our nation does not love 
the French. I take all occasions to place in view the regard 
shewn by congress to good French officers, as a proof that 
the slight these gentlemen complain of is particular’ to 
themselves, and probably the effect of their own misbeha- 
vior. Iwish for the future, whenever any of this sort of 
people leave our armies to come home, some little sketch 
of their conduct or character may be sent me, with the real 
causes of their resigning or departure, that I may be more 
able to justify our country. 
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Here are returned in the last cartel a number of French 
sailors, who had engaged with captain Cunningham, were 
taken in coming home with one of his prizes, and have 
been near two years in English prisons. They. demand 
their wages and share of prize money. Isend their claim 
as taken before the officers of the classes at Dunkirk. I 
know nothing of the agreement, they allege was made with 
them. Mr. Hodge perhaps can settle the affair so that they 
may have justice done them. These sort of things give 
me a great deal of trouble. Several of these’ men have 
made personal applications to me, and I must hear all their 
stories though I cannot redress them. I enclose also the 
claim of two gunners upon a prize made by the Boston, 
eaptain Tucker. I am persuaded the congress wish to see 
justice done to the meanest stranger that has served them : 
it is justice that establisheth anation. The Spanish ambas- 
sador here delivered me several complaints against our crui- 
zers. I imagine that all the injuries complained of, art 
not justly chargeable tous; some of the smaller English 
cruizers having pillaged Spanish vessels under American 
colors, of which we have proof. upon-oath. And also that 
no such American privateers as are said to have. committed 
these robberies after coming out of Nantes, have ever been 
known there; or in any other part of France, or even to 
have existed. But if any of the complaints are well found- 
ed, I have assured the ambassador, that the guilty will be 
punished, and reparation made. \ The Swedish ambassador 
also complains, of the taking of a ship of his nation by 
captain Landais, the master of which lays his damages at 
sixty thousand livres. I understand it was his own fault 
that he was stopt, as he did not shew his papers. Perhaps 
this, if proved, may enable us to avoid the damages. 

Since writing the above, I have received the following 
farther particulars. of the action between commodore Jones 
and the English men of war. The 44 gun ship is new, 
having been but six months off the stocks, she is called the 
Serapis; the other of 20 guns is the Countess of Scarbo- 
rough. He had before taken a number of valuable prizes, 
particu larly 2 rich ship bound to Quebec, which we suppose 
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he may have sent to Americas The English from mistaken 
intelligence, imagining he had a body of troops with him 
to make descents, have had all their northern coasts alarmed, 
and been put to very expensive movements of troops, &c. 
The extravagant luxury of our country in the midst of all 
its distresses, is to me amazing; when the difficulties are 
so great to find remittances to pay for the arms and ammu- 
nition necessary for our defence, I am astonished and 
vexed to find upon inquiry, that much the greatest part of 
the congress interest bills come to pay for tea, and a great 
_ part of the remainder is ordered to be laid out in gewgaws 
and superfluities. It makes me grudge the trouble of ex- 
amining, entering, and accepting them, which indeed takes 
a great deal of time. I yesterday learnt from. M. de 
Monthieu, that every thing necessary for equipping two 
frigates of 36 guns, such as sailcloth, cordage, anchors, 
&c. which we sent to the congress from hence two years 
since, remained stored in the warehouses of his correspon-, 
dent, Mr. Carrabass, at Cape Francois, having never been 
called for.. Probably by the miscarriage of letters, the 
navy board never heard of those goods being there. I 
shall nevertheless leave the application I have lately made 
for materials for a frigate of 36 guns, to take its course. 
But I send you herewith copiese of two invoices of the 
cargo.of the Therese; one of which is what was sent by 
us, the other by M. Beaumarchais, to the end that enqui- 
ry may be made after the whole. On this occasion give 
me leave to remark, that of all the vast quantities of goods 
we have sent’you by many different vessels since my being 
in France, we never were happy enough to receive the 
least scrip of acknowlegement that they had ever come to 
hand, except from Mr. Langdon, of a cargo arrived at 
Portsmouth, and I think of one more. This is: doubtless 
owing to the interruption correspondence has met with, and 
not altogether to neglect. But as such advices of receipt 
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may be made in short letters, it would be well to send 
more copies. The following is a matter of less importance. 
It is two years, I believe, since I sent the monument of 
general Montgomery. I have heard that the vessel arrived 
in North Carolina, but nothing more. | I should be glad to 
know of its coming to hand, and whether it is approved. 
Here it was admired for the goodness and beauty of the 
marble, and the elegant simplicity of the design, the sculp- 
tor has had an engraving made of it, of which I enclose a 
copy’. It was contrived to be affixed to the wall. within 
some church, or inthe great room where the congress meet. 
Directions for putting it up went with it.. All the parts 
were well packed in strong cases. 


With the greatest respect, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 

P. S. October 28, I kept the packet in hopes of sending 
a more explicit account of what might be expected in re- 
gard to the supplies. The express which was daily looked 
for from Spain, when I began this letter, arrived but a few 
days since. I am now informed that court is understood to 
be in treaty with the congress in America, to furnish asum 
of hard money there, and on that account excuses itself 
from sharing in the expense of furnishing these supplies. 
This has a little deranged the measures intended to be taken 
here, and I am now told, that the whole quantity of goods 
demanded can hardly be furnished, but that as soon as the 
court returns from Marly, the ministers will consult and 
do the best they can for us. The arms I hear are in hand 
at Charleville. I am unwilling to keep the packet any longer, 
lest she should arrive on our coasts-too far in the winter, 
and be blown off: I therefore send away the dispatches. 
But if I have the result of the council in time to reach her 
by the post, I will send it in a separate letter. The hearty 
good will of the ministry may be depended on; but it must 
be remembered that their present expenses are enormous. 


f The original monument is erected in St. Paul’s church, Broadway, 
New York. 
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From Doctor Benjamin Franklin, to the Marquis de la Fayetie, 
with the sword piresented by congress. , 
‘ Passy, August, 24, 1779. 
SIR, | 
The congress sensible of! your mbit towards the United 
States, but unable adequately to reward it, determined to 
present you with a sword, asa small mark of their grateful 
acknowlegement. They directed it to be ornamented with 
suitable devices. Some of the principal actions of the war, 
in which you distinguished yourself by your bravery and 
conduct, are therefore represented upon it. These, -with 
a few emblematic figures, all admirably well executed, make 
its principal value. By the help of the exquisite artists 
France affords, I find it easy to express every thing but-the 
sense we have of your worth, and our obligations to you. 
For this, figures and even words are found insufficient. I 
therefore only add, that with the most perfect esteem, I 
have the honor to be, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


My grandson goes to Havre with the sword, and will 
have the honor of presenting it to you. 


The Marquis’s repfily. 
Havre, August 29, 17792. 
SIR, 

WHATEVER expectations might have been raised 
from the sense of past favors, the goodness of the United 
States for me has ever been such, .that on every occasion it 
far surpasses any idea I could have conceived. A new 
proof of that flattering truth, I find inthe noble present, which 
congress have been pleased to honor me with, and which is 
offered in such a manner by your excellency as will exceed 
any thing, but the feelings of my unbounded gratitude. 
Some of the devices I cannot help finding too honorable a 
reward for those slight services, which in concert with my 
fellow soldiers, and under the godlike American hero’s 
orders, Thad the good luck to render. The sight of these 
actions where I was a witness of American bravery and 
patriotic spirit, I will ever enjoy with that pleasure which 
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becomes a heart glowing with love for the nation, and the 
most ardent zeal for their glory and happiness. 

Assurances of gratitude, which I beg leave to present to 
your excellency, are much inadequate to my feelings, and 
nothing but those sentiments may properly acknowlege your 
kindness towards me. ‘The polite manner in which Mr. 
Franklin was pleased to deliver that inestimable sword, 
lays me under great obligations. to him, ariel demands my 
particular thanks. © | 

With the most perfect respect, I have the honor to be, &c. 


LA FAYETTE. 


To James Lovell, Esq. 
Passy, October 17, 1779. 


peas 

THE foregoing is a copy of my last, I have now before 
me your several favors therein mentioned, viz. of June 
13, July 9 and 16, and August 6. 

I received the journals of congress from January i, to 
June 12, which you took care to send me: but the volumes: 
i and 2, which you mention are not yet come to hand. 
I hear they are at Madrid. I know not how they came 
there, nor how well to get them from thence, perhaps you 
can easier send me another set. 

As Lhear of the arrival of the chevalier de la Luzerne, 
by whom I wrote a long letter to your commitee, I presume 
you have received it, and that it is not now necessary to send 
more copies, by this opportunity I write largely to the 
president. 

You ask will no one under a commission from the United 
States, &c. enclosed E send you a copy of the instructions I. 
gave to commodore Jones, when it was intended to send 
with him some transports and troops to make descents in 
England. Hadnotthe scheme beenaltered, by the more gene- 
ral one of a grand i invasion, I know he would have endeavors 
ed to put some considerable towns to a high ransom or burnt 
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them. He sailed without the troops; but he nevertheless 
would have attempted Leith, and went into the Firth of 
Edinburg with that intention, but a sudden hard Bale 
of wind forced him out again. | 

. The late provocations, by the burning of Fairfield and 
other towns, added to the preceding, have at length demolish- 
ed all my moderation ; and were such another expedition to 
be concerted, I think so much of that disposition would not 
appear in the instructions. But I see so many inconveni- 
ences in mixing the two nations together, that I cannot en- 
courage any farther proposal of the kind. This has ended 
better than I expected; and yet a mortal difference has ari- 
sen between captains Jones and Landais, that makes me 
very uneasy about the PONBEQUEBEESs I send you the journal 
‘of the cruise. 

Iam glad to understand that the congress will appoint 
some person here to audit our accounts, mine will give but 
little trouble, and I wish much to have them settled. And 
for the future I hope I shall have none to settle but what 
relate to my expenses. 

The quarrel you mention between Mr. Deane and Mr. 
Lee I have never meddled with, and have no intention to 
take any part in it whatever. Thad, and still have a very 
good opinion of Mr. Deane, for his zeal and activity inthe 
service of his country: I also thought him a man of inte- 
grity. But if he has embezzled public money, or traded 
with it on his private account,’ or employed it in stock job- 
bing, all which I understand he is charged with, I give 
him up. As yet I think him innocent. But he and his accu- 
sers are able to plead their own causes, and time will show 
what we ought to think of them. I send you with this a 
piece § written by a learned friend of mine on the taxation 
of free states, which I imagine may give you some plea- 
sure, Also.alate royal edict for abolishing the remains 
ef slavery in this kingdom. Who would have thought a 
few years since, that we should live to see a king of France 
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giving freedom to slaves, while a king of England is endea- 
vouring to make slaves of freemen! 

There is much talk all over Europe of an approaching 
peace by the mediation of Russia and Holland: I have no 
information of it to be depended on, and I believe we ought 
to lay our account on another campaign; for which I hope 
you will receive in time the supplies demanded. Nothing 
is wanting on my part to forward them: and I have the 
satisfaction to assure you, that I do not find the regard of 
this court for the congress and its servants in any respect 
diminished. 

We have just heard from Norway that two of the most 
valuable prizes taken by the Alliance, captain Landais, in 
the squadron of commodore Jones, are safe arrived at 
Bergen: viz. the ship from London to Quebec laden with 
naval stores; and that from Liverpool to New York and 
Jamaica. They were letters of marque, of 22 guns and 
84 men each. I wish we may get them safe to America. 
- The squadron itself is got into Holland with the two prize _ 
men of war, where they are all refitting. Great damage | 
has been done to the English coak trade, and four hundred 
prisoners have been taken, which will more than redeem 
the rest of our people from their captivity in England; if 
we can get them safe from Holland to France, .but I sup- 
pose the English will endeavor to intercept us, and recover 
their ships if possible. 

With great esteem for yourself and the committee, J 
have the honor to PE Xe 


Instructions to John P. Tones, Esq: 
INSTRUCTIONS to the honorable John Paul Jones, 


Esquire, commander of the American squadron in the ser- 
vice of the United States; now in the port of L’Orient. 
1. His majesty having been pleased'to grant some troops 
for a particular expedition, proposed to annoy our common 
‘enemy, in which the sea force under your command might 
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have an opportunity of distinguishing itself: you are to 
receive on board your ships of war, and the other vessels 
destined for that purpose, the troops that shall present 
themselves to you, afford them such accommodation as 
may be most proper for preserving their health, and convey 
them to such port or place as their commander shall desire 
to land them at. 
_ 2d. When the troops are‘landed, you are to aid, by alt 
means in your power, their operations, as they will be 
instructed in like manner to aid and support those you may 
make with your ships, that so by this concurrence and. 
inion of your different forces, all that such a comeon nse 
strength is capable of may be effected. 

3d. You are during the expedition never to depart from 
the troops so as not to be able to protect them, or to secure 
their retreat in case of.a repulse ; and in all events you are 
to endeavor their complete re-embarkation on board the 
ships and transports under your command, when the expe- 
- dition shall be ended. 
4th. You are to bring to France all the English seamen 
you may happen to take prisoners, in order to complete 
the good work you have already made such progress in, of 
delivering by an exchange the rest of our countrymen now 
languishing in the gaols of Great Britain. 

5th. As many of your oficers and people have lateby 
escaped from English prisons either in Europe or America, 
you are to be particularly attentive to their conduct towards 
the prisoners, which the fortune of war may throw inte 
your hands, lest resentment of the more than barbarous 
usage by the English in many places towards the Americans, 
should occasion a retaliation, and an imitation of what 

ought rather to be detested and avoided, for the sake of 

humanity and for the honor of our country. 

6th. In the same view, although the English have wan- 
tonly burnt many defenceless towns in America, | you are 
not to follow this example, uniess. where a reasonable ran- 
som is refused, in which case, your own generous feelings 
as well as this instruction, will induce you to give timely 
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notice of your intention, that sick and ancient persons, 
women and children may be first removed. 

Given at teeee this 28th day of April, 1779. 


: ‘B. FRANKLIN, 
Minister P. from the U. States, at the court of France. 


To Samuel Huntington, Esq. firesident of congress. 
Passy, March 4, 1780. 

SIR, iain 

Mr. GERARD, under whose care I understand the 
dispatches from congress to me, were forwarded, is not 
yet arrived here, and Ihave not received them. I cannot, 
therefore, at present, answer any thing that may be con- 
tained in them. He is, however, éxpected next week, and 
I may afterwards have time to write farther by the Alli- 
ance. Mr. Adams is come, but did not bring duplicates 
of those dispatches. I have, in obedience to the order of 
congress which he produced to me, furnished him with one 
thousand louis d’ors. I have also given a credit to Mr. Jay, 
upon the correspondent of our banker at) Madrid, for an 
equal sum. I have not yet heard of is arrival there. 
His letter to me was of the 28th Janvary, from Cadiz. 
In my last I gave some account of the success of our little 
squadron under commodore Jones. ‘Three of their prizes, 
sent into Bergen in Norway, were the instance of the 
British minister seized by order of the court of Denmark, 
and delivered up to him. I have with the approbation oe 
the ministry here, drawn up and sent to that court, a me- 
morial reclaiming those prizes. | It went through the hands 
of the French minister residiig there, who has delivered 
it; but I have yet no answer. I understand from the 
French consul at Bergen, that the prizes remain still in 
that port, and it is said there is some hope that the order 
may be reversed. But this is doubtful, and I suppose the 
congress will immediately consider this important affair, 
and give me such instructions upon it as they may judge 
proper. With this I send a copy of the memorial. 
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During the cruise a mortal quarrel arose between the 
commodore and captain Landais. On their arrival in Hol- 
land, M. de Sartine, minister of the marine, proposed to 
me the sending for Landais, in order to inqnire into his 

conduct. I doubted of the propriety of my meddling in 
the affair, but captain Landais’ friends conceiving it a 
measure that might be serviceable to him, and pressing it, 
I complied, and he came accordingly to Paris. I send the 
minutes: of the inquiry for the consideration of congress. 
I have not presumed to condemn or acquit him, doubting 
as well my own judgment as my authority. He proposes 
to demand a court martial in America. In his absence 
from the ship, the commodore took the command of her, 
and on quitting the Texel, made a cruise through the 
channel to Spzin, and is since returned to L’Orient, where 
the ship is now refitting in order to return to America. 
Captain Landais has not applied to me to be replaced in her, 
and I imagine 1as no thought of that kind, having before 
on several occasions expressed to me and others, his dis- 
satisfaction with his officers, and his inclination, on that 
account, to quither. Captain Jones will, therefore, carry 
her home, unless ne should be prevailed with to enter another 
service, which, however, I think is not likely ; though he 
has gained immerse’ reputation all over Europe: for his 
bravery. As vessels of war under my care create me a 
vast deal of business, ofia kind too that I am unexperienced 
in, and by my distance from the coast is very difficult to be 
well executed, I must repeat my earnest request, that some 
person of skill in such affairs, may be appointed in the cha- 
racter of consul, to take charge of them. I imagine that. 
much would by that means he saved in the expense of their 
various refittings and supplies, which to me appear enor- 
mous, Agreeably to the order of congress, I have em- 
ployed one of the best artists here in cutting the dies for 
the medal intended for M. de F leury. The price of such 
work is beyond may. expectation, being a thousand livres 


k This paper does not appear. 
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for each die. I shall try if it is not possible to have the 
others done cheaper. hl ohr 
Our exchange of prisoners has been for some time at a 
stand, the English admiralty refusing after long considera- 
tion to give us any men in return for those who had been 
dismissed by our armed vessels on parole, and the actual 
prisoners we had being all exchanged. When the squadron 
of commodore Jones arrived in the Texel with five hun- 
dred English prisoners, I proposed exchanging there ; but 
this was declined, in expectation, as I heard from England, 
of retaking them in their way to France. ‘The stay of our 
ships in Holland, through the favor of the states being pro- 
longed, and the squadrons stationed to intercept us, being 
tired of cruising for us, the British ministry consented at 
length to a cartel with France, and brought Frenchmen 
to. Holland to exchange for those prisoners instead of Amer- 
icans. These proceedings have occasioned our poor people 
- to be kept longer in confinement; but the minister of the 
marine having given orders that I should have as many 
English, another cartel charged with Americans is now 
daily expected, and I hope ina few months to see them all 
at liberty. This for their sakes, and also to save us ex- 
pense; for their long and hard imprisonment induces many 
to hazard attempts of escaping, and those who get away 
through London, and Holland, and come to Paris in their 
way to some seaport in France, cost one with another I 
believe near twenty pounds sterling a head. The delays in 
the exchange, have I think been lengthened by the admi- 
ralty, partly with the view of breaking the patience of our 
people, and inducing them. to enter the English service. 
They have spared no pains for this purpose, and have pre- 
vailed with some. The number of these has not indeed 
been great, and several of them lost their lives in the blow- 
ing up of the Quebec. I am also lately informed from 
London, that the flags of truce with prisoners from Boston, 
one of which is seized as: British property, will obtain no 
Americans in exchange; the returned English being told 
that they had no authority or right to make such agree- 
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ments with the rebels, &c. This is not the only instance 
in which it appears that a few late successes have given that 
nation another hour of insolence. And yet their affairs 
upon the whole, wear a very unpromising aspect. They 
have not yet been able to find any allies in Europe; Holland 
grows daily less and less disposed to comply with their requi- 
sitions; Ireland is not satisfied, but is making new demands; 
Scotland and the Protestants in England are uneasy; and 
the associations of counties in England, with the commit~ 
tees of correspondence, to make reforms in the government 
all taken together, give a good deal of apprehension at pre- 
sent, even to their mad ministers; while their debt, on the 
point of amounting to the amazing sum of two hundred 
millions, hangs as a millstone upon the neck of their credit, 
and must ere long, sink it beyond redemption. The dispo- 
sition of ‘this court continues as favorable as ever, though 
it cannot comply with all our demands. The supplies 
required in the invoice sent me by the committee, appear- 
ed too great and numerous to be immediately furnished. 
Three millions of livres were, however, granted me, with 
which, after deducting what will be necessary to pay. the 
interest bills and other late drafts of congress, I could not 
venture on ordering more than ten thousand suits of clothes. 
With these we shall have fifteen thousand arms and accou- 
trements. A good deal of cloth goes over in the Alliance, 
purchased by, Mr. Ross, which it is computed may make 
seven or eight thousand suits:more. But although we have 
not obtained that invoice of goods, this court, being at im- 
mense expense in the preparations for the next campaign, I 
have reason to believe that a part of those preparations will 
be employed in essential assistance to the United States, and 
I hope effectual, though at present I cannot be more parti- 
cular. : . 

I have sent to Mr. Johnson the vote of congress, relative 
to. the settlement of the accounts. He has expressed his rea- 
diness to enter on the service. Mr. Deane is soon expected 
here, whose presence is very necessary, and I hope with 
his help they may be gone through without much difficulty. 
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I could have wished it had suited Mr. Lee to have been 
here at the same time. The marquis de la F ayette, who 
during his residence in France, has been extremely zealous 
in supporting our cause on all occasions, returns again to 
fight for it. He is infinitely esteemed and beloved here, 
and I am persuaded will do every thing in his power to 
merit a continuance of the same affection from, America. 
With the arentct respect, I have the honor to be, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


ASN AMR CRIS lil kucha alld Dy , é 
To the minister of Denmark for foreign affairs. 


ares near Paris, December 21, 1779. 
Sik, 

1 HAVE received a letter from M. de Cheeade jing 
of France at Bergen in Norway, acquainting me that two 
ships, viz. the Betsey and the Union, prizes taken from 
the English on their coasts, by captain Landais, commander 
of the Alliance frigate, appertaining to the United States of 
North America, which prizes having met with bad weather 
at sea, that had damaged their rigging and occasioned leaks, 
and being weakly manned, had taken shelter in the supposed 
neutral port of Bergen, in order to repair their damages, 
procure an additional number of sailors, and the necessary 
refreshments ; that they were in the said port enjoying, as 
they conceived, the common rights of hospitality, estab- 
lished and practised by civilized nations, under the care of 
the above said consul, when, on the 28th of October last, 
the said ships with their cargoes and papers, were suddenly 
seized by officers of his majesty the king of Denmark, to 
-whom the said port. belongs, the American officers and 
seamen turned out of their possession, and the whole de- 
livered to the English consul. M. de. Chezaulx has also 
sent me ‘the following, as a translation of his majesty’s 
order, by which the above: proceedings are said to be au- 
thorised, viz ‘* Le. ministre d’Anglétere ayant insisté 
sur la restitution de deux Batiments dont s’etoit emparé le 
 cotsaire Americain nommé !’Allimce commandé par 1é 
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cap. Landais, et qui ont été conduites 4 Bergen, savoir, . 
the Betsey de Liverpool et /’Union de Londres, sa majesté 
lui a accordé cette demande, sur le fondement qitielle n’a 
pas encore reconnue |’Independance des colonies associées 
contre L’ Angleterre, et parceque ces batiments A cause de 

cela, ne Reuven pas étre regardés comme bonnes et légiti- 
mes prises; c’est pourquoi les dits deux navires seront. 
sans retardement declarés libres, et auront la liberté de 
partir avec leur chargements.” 

TRANSLATIONs 


te ¢ The English minister having insisted on the restitution 
of two vessels which had been taken by the American pri- 
vateer called the Alliance, commanded by captain Landais, 
and which were brought into Bergen, viz. the Betsey of 
Liverpool, and the Union of London; his majesty has 
granted this demand, on this account, because he has not 
as yet acknowleged the independence of the colonies asso- 
ciated against England, and because that these vessels for 
this reason cannot be considered as good and lawful prizes; 
therefore the said two ships shall be immediately liberated 
and allowed to depart with their cargoes.” | 
~Bya subsequent letter from the same consul, I am ine 
formed, that a third prize belonging to the United States, 
viz, the Charming Polly, which arrived a Bergen, after the 
others, has also been seized and delivered up in the same 
manner, and that all the people of the three vessels, after 
being thus stript of their property (for every one of them 
had an interest in the prizes) were turned on shore to shift 
for themselves, without money, in a strange place, no pro- 
vision being made for their subsistence or for sending them 
back to their country. Permit.me, sir, to observe on this. 
occasion, that the United States of America, have no war 
but with the English; they have never done any injury to 
other nations, particularly none to the Danish nation. On 
the contrary they are in some degree its benefactors, as 
they have opened a trade of which the English made a mo-. 
nopoly, and of which the Danes may now have their share ; 
and by dividing the British empire, have made it less dan« 
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gerous to its neighbors. They conceived that every nation 
whom they had not offended, was by the rights of huma+ 
nity their friend; they confided in the hospitality of Den. 
mark, and thought themselves and their property safe when 
under the roof of his Danish majesty. But they find 
themselves stript of that property, and the same given up 
to their enemies, on this principle only, that no acknow- 
legement had yet been formally made by Denmark of the 
‘independence of the United States: which is to say, that 
‘there is no obligation of justice towards any nation, with 
whom a treaty promising the same, has not been previously 
made. This was indeed the doctrine of ancient barbarians, 
a doctrine long since exploded, and which it would not be 
for the honor of the present age to revive, and it is hoped 
that Denmark will not, by supporting and persisting in this 
decision, obtained of his majesty apparently by surprise, be 
the first medern nation that shall attempt to revive it.! The 
United States oppressed by, and in war with one of the most 
powerful nations of Europe, may well be supposed incapable 
in their present infant state of exacting justice from other na- 
tions not disposed to grant it; but it is in human nature that 
injuries as well as benefits received in times of weakness 
and distress, national as well as personal, make deep and 
lasting impressions ; and those ministers are wise who look 
into futurity, and quench the first sparks of misunderstand- 
ing between two nations, which, neglected, may, in time: 
grow into a flame, all the’ conseqtiences whereof no human 
prudence can foresee, which may produce much mischief 
to both, and cannot possibly produce any good to either. 
T beg leave through your excellency to ‘submit these consi- 


1 ** The ancients, (says Wattel, &c.) ‘*do not conceive themselves bound 
‘under any obligation towards a people with whom they were not connected by 
atreaty of friendship. At length the voice of nature was heard by civilized 
nations; they acknowleged all mankind as brothers.’? An injustice of the 
same kind, done a century or two since, by some English in the East Indies, 
Grotius tells tis was not without its partisans, who inaintain, that by the an- 
cient laws of England, no one was liable to punishment in that kingdom for 
outrages committed against foreigners, When no treaty of alliance had been cone 
tracted with them.’’? But this principle he condemns in the strongest terms, 

** Bistory of the troubles ia. the. Netherlands, book 16.” 
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derations to the wisdom and justice of his Danish majesty, 
whom Jf infinitely respect, and who I hope will reconsider — 
and repeal the order above recited ; and that if the prize, 
which I hereby reclaim in behalf of the United States of 
America, are not actually gone to England, they may be 
stopt and re-delivered to Mr. de Chersauld, the consul 
of France, at Bergen; in whose care they before were 
with liberty to depart for America when the season shall 
permit. But if they should be already gone to England, I 
must then claim from his majesty’s equity, the value of the 
said three prizes, which is estimated at fifty thousand pounds 
sterling, but which may be regulated by the best informa- 
tion, that can by any means be obtained. 
ifs With great respect, &c. 
'B. FRANKLIN, 


_.. Minister plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America at the court of France. 


To Samuel Huntington, Esq. President of Congress. 
Passy, March 16, 1780. 
SIR, . 

““ THE bearer of this, captain Hutchins, a native of 
New Jersey, but many years in the English service, has 
lately escaped from England, where he suffered considera- 
bly for his attachment to the American cause. He is 
esteemed a good officer and an excellent engineer, and is 
desirous of being serviceable to his country. _ I enclose his 
memorial to me, a great part of which is consistent with 
my knowlege, and I beg leave to recommend him to the 
favorable notice of congress, whem any affair occurs in 
which his talents may be useful. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 
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Captain Hutchins’s memorial. 

Yo his excellency, Benjamin Franklin, Esquire, minister 
plenipotentiary from the United States of America, at 
the court of France. 

The memorial of Thomas. Hutchins, a native of New 
Jersey, in America, and late a captain and engineer in 
the British king’s service : 

HUMBLY SHEWETH— 

THAT your excellency’s memorialist was in the month 
of August last, taken into custody by virtue of a warrant 
from sir Jahn Fielding, of the city of London, in which 
your memorialist was charged with high treason, for hav- 
ing conveyed information to, and corresponded with the 
friends of the United States of America in France. That 
your memorialist was committed to and kept in Clerkenwell 
prison, upwards of seven weeks, loaded with irons, put 
among felons, and treated with every kind of severity and 
insult, and forbidden to see or write to his friends. 

That after several long examinations at the board of trade, 
the British ministers thought proper to discharge him from 
prison, and being reduced to great distress by his pay both 
‘as captain and engineer being stopped, and being also re- 
fused payment of an account which the British government 
owed him, (to the amount of eight hundred and sixty- 
nine pounds, nineteen shillings sterling) he was obliged to 
take lodgings ina garret, within the verge of the court. 
Your memorialist was offered two thoysand guineas for his 
captain’s commission ; but although he had frequently pe- 
titioned to sell it from the beginning of the war between 
the United States and Great Britain, he was as often re- 
fused ; and about three weeks before he was committed to 
prison, he was offered a majority in one of the new regi- 
ments then raising, which he would not accept, as he would 
not bear arms against his countrymen. Therefore on the 
11th of this month, (February) finding himself treated with 
contempt by the British officers, and despairing of obtain- 
ing liberty to sell his commission, he sent his resignation to 
lord Amherst, both as captain and engineer, and in a private’ 
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manner withdrew from Great Britain and came to France 
entirely destitute of money ; choosing rather to abandon 
his commission (though the whole of his fortune) and 
incur a loss of two thousand nine hundred and sixty nine 
pounds, nineteen shillings sterling (exclusive of his ap- 
pointment as engineer) than continue in a service alto- 
gether irksome and painful to him. Your memorialist begs 
leave further to represent, that he has served with re- 
putation as a British officer more than twenty-two years, 
(eighteen whereof he was constantly employed as an engi- 
neer) and that he is most anxiously solicitous of entering 
into the army of the United States. For these considera- 
tions, your memorialist humbly hopes, that your excellen- 
cy will be pleased to recommend his request, sufferings, and 
losses to the honorable congress of the United States, and 
your memorialist as in duty bound, shall ever pray, &c. 


THOS. HUTCHINS. 
Passy, February 27, 1780. 


To James Lovell, Esq. 
Passy, March 16, 1780. 
DEAR SIR, 

THE marquis de la Fayette, our firm and constant 
friend, returning to America, I have written a long letter 
by him to the president, of which a copy goes by this ship. 
MM. Gerard is since arrived, and I have received the dis- 
patches you mentioned to me, but no letter in answer to 
mine, a very long one by the chevalier de la Luzerne, nor 
any acknowlegement that it came to hand. 

By the many newspapers and pamphlets I send, you 
will see the present state of European affairs in genéral. 
Ireland continues to insist on complete liberty, and will 
probably obtain it, The meetings of counties in England, 
and the committees of correspondence they appoint, alarm 
a good deal the ministry, especially since it has been pro- 
- posed to elect of each committee, a few persons to assem- 
bie in London, which if carried into execution, will form a 
kind of congress, that will have more of the confidence 
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and support of the people than the old parliament. If the 
nation is not too corrupt, as I rather think it is, some con- 
siderable reformation of internal abuses may be expected 
from this ; with regard to us the only advantage to be rea- 
sonably expected from it is a peace, the general bent of the 
nation being for it. The success of admiral Rodney’s fleet 
against our allies, has a little elated our enemies for the 
present, and probably they will not now think of proposing 
it. If the approaching campaign, for which great prepara- 
tions are making here, should end disadvantageously to 
them, they will be more treatable, for their debts and taxes 
are daily becoming more burthensome, while their com- 
merce the source of their wealth diminishes; and though 
they have flattered themselves with obtaining assistance 
from Russia, and other powers, it does not appear that 
they are likely to succeed; on the contrary, areyt are in 
danger of losing the neutrality of Holland. 

Their conduct with regard to the exchange of prisoners, 
has been very unjust. After long suspense and affected 
delays, for the purpose of wearing out our poor people, they 
haye finally refused to deliver us a man in exchange for 
those set at liberty by our cruisers on parole. A letter™ I 
send enclosed from captain Mitchell, will shew the treat- 
ment of the late flags of truce from Boston. ‘There is no 
gaining any thing upon these barbarians by advances of 
civility or humanity. | 7 

Enclosed I send for congress, the justification of this 
court against the accusation published in the late English 
memorials. 
With great esteem, &c. 

B. FRANKLIN. 


To Samuel Huntington, Esq. President of Congress. 
Passy, May 22, 1780. 
SR, 
THE baron d’Arendt, colonel in the armies of the 
United States, having expressed to me his desire of return- 


— ae = 
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ing to the service in America, though not entirely cured of 
the wound which occasioned his voyage to Europe. I en- 
deavored to dissuade him from the undertaking. But he 
having procured a letter to me from M. de Vergennes, of 
wiih. I send your excellency a copy herewith; I have been 
induced to advance him twenty-five louis, towards enabling. 
him to proceed. To justify his long absence, he intends lay- 
ing before congress some letters from the hon. Mr. William 
Lee, which he thinks will be sufficient for that purpose. 
With great respect, &c. 
B. F RANKLIN. 


from count de Vergennes, to Doctor Lranklin. 
Versailles, May 11, 1780. 


THE baron de Goltz, has warmly entreated me, sir, to. 
recommend the baron d’ Arendt, .a Prussian officer in the 
service of the United States,to you. Ithe more readily 
acquiesce in satisfying his demand, as you will certainly 
take a pleasure in obliging this minister, as far'’as in your 
power. 

The baron d’Arendt will explain himself, the diffebent 
matters in which he thinks he wants your aid with congress. 

I have the honor to be, with great sincerity, &c. 


DE VERGENNES. 


To Samuel Huntington, Lisq. President of Congress. 
Passy, May 3, 1780. 
SIR, 

I WROTE to your excellency the’ 4th of March past, 
to go by this ship, (the Alliance) then expected to sail im- 
mediately. Butthe men refusing to go till paid their shares 
of prize money, and sundry difficulties arising with regard 
to the sale and division, she has been detained thus long to 
my great mortification; and I am yet uncertain when I shall 
be able to get her outs The trouble and vexation these mari- 
time officers give me, is inconceiveable ; I have often ex- 
pressed to congress my wish to be released from them, and 
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that some person better acquainted with them, and better 
situated might be appointed to manage them. Much 
money as well as time, would, I am abi be saved by such 
an appointment. MH 

The Alliance fs to carry some of the cannon long since 
ordered, and as much of the powder, arms, and cloathing, 
(furnished by government here) as she, together with a fri- 
gate the Ariel we have borrowed, can take. I hope they 
may between them take the whole, with ‘what has been 
provided by Mr. Ross. This gentleman has by what I can 
learn, served the congress well in the quality and prices of 
the goods he has purchased. I wish it had been in my 
power to have discharged his balance here, for which he 
has importuned me rather too much. We furnished him 
with about twenty thousand pounds. sterling, to discharge 
his first accounts, which he was to replace as soon as he 
received remittances from the committee of commerce. 
This has not been done, and he now denfands another penal 
equal sum ; urging as before, that the credit of the States 
as well as his own, will be hurt by my refusal. Mr. hee 
ham too complains of me for refusing some of his drafts, as 
very hurtful to his credit, though he owns he had no orders 
from congress to authorise those drafts... I never undertook 
to provide for more than the payment of the interest bills 
of the first loan. The congress have drawn on me very 
considerably for other purposes, which has some times 
greatly embarrassed me ; but I have duly accepted and found. 
means to pay their drafts, so that their credit in Europe 
has been well supported. But if every agent of congress in 
different parts of the world, is permitted to run in debt, and 
draw upon me at pleasure, to-support his credit, under the 
idea of its being necessary to do so for the honor of con- 
gress, the difficulty upon me will be too great, and I may 
in time be obliged to protest the interest bills. I therefore 
beg leave that a stop may be put to such irregular proceed- 
ings. Had the loans proposed to be made in Europe, suc- 
ceeded, these practices might not have been so inconvenient. 
But the number of agents from separate states, running all 


54 SECRET CORRESPONDENCE Hay, 


over Europe and asking to borrow money, has given such 
an idea of our distress and poverty, as makes every body 
afraid to trust us. I am much pleased to find that congress 
has at length resolved to borrow of our own people, by 
making their future bills bear interest. The interest duly 
paid in hard money, to such as require hard money, will fix 
the value of the principal, and even make the payment of 
fhe interest in hard money, for the most part unnecessary, 
provided always that the quantity of principal be not exces- 
sive. A great clamor has lately been made here, by some 
merchants, who say they have large sums in their hands 
of paper money in America, and that they are ruimed by 
some resolution of congress, which reduces its value to one 
part in forty, as I have had no letter explaining this matter, 
{ have only been able to say that it is probably misunder- 
stood, and that I am confident, the congress have not done 
nor will do any thing unjust towards strangers who have 
given us credit. » * 

I have indeed almost been ready to complain, that I hear 
so little and so seldom from congress, or from the commit- 
tee of correspondence: but I know the difficulty of communi- 
cation and the frequent interruption it meets with in this 
time of war. I have not yet received a line this year, and the 
letters wrote by the Confederacy, as I suppose some must 
have been written by her, have not yet come to hand. 

I mentioned in a former letter, my having communicated 

to Mr. Johnson of Nantes, the order of congress appointing 
him to examine the accounts, and his acceptance of the, ap- 
pointment. Nothing has yet been done in pursuance of it; 
for Mr. Deane having wrote that he might have been ex- 
pected here, by the middle of March, and as his presence 
would be very necessary in explaining the mercantile trans- 
BeOS I have waited his arrival, to request Mr. John- 
son’s coming to Paris, that his detention here from his affairs 
at Nantes, might be as short as possible. Mr. Deane has 
hot yet come: but a8 we have heard of the arrival of the 
Fendant in Martinique, in which ship he took his passage, we 
imagine he may be here in some of the first ships from that 
Island. 
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The medal from M. de Fleury is done, and delivered to 
his order, he being absent. I shall get the others prepared 
as soon as possible by the same hand, if I cannot find a 
cheaper equally good, which I am now enquiring after, two 
thousand livres appearing to me a great sum for the work. 

With my last I sent a copy of my memorial to the court 
of Denmark, I have since received an answer from the min- 
ister of that court for foreign affairs, a copy of which I en- 
close ; it referred me to the Danish minister here, with whom 
I have had: a conference on the subject. He was full-of 
professions of the good will of his court to the United 
States, and would excuse the delivery of our prizes to the 
English, as done in conformity to treaties, which it was 
necessary to observe. 

He had not the treaty to shew me, and I have not been 
able to find such a treaty on enquiry. After my memorial, 
our people left at Bergen were treated with the greatest 
kindness, by an order from court, their expenses during the 
winter that they had been detained there, all paid; neces- 
saries furnished to them: for their voyage to Dunkirk, and 
a passage thither found for them, all at the king’s expense. 

I have not dropt the application for a restitution, but shall 
continue to push it, not without some hopes of success. I 
wish however to receive instructions relating to it; and I 
think 4 letter from congress to that court might forward the 
business; for I believe they are sensible they have done 
wrong, and are apprehensive of the inconveniences that may 
follow. 

With this I send the protests.» taken at Bergen against 
the proceeding. 

The Alliance in her last truize met with, and sent to 
America, a Dutch ship, supposed to have on board an Eng- 
lish cargo. The owners have made application to me. 
I have assured them, that they might depend on the jus- 
tice of the courts; and that if they could prove their property 
there, it would be restored. Mr. Dumas has written to 
me about it. I enclose his letter ° and wish dispatch may 

n o These papers do not appear. 
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be given to the business, as well as to prevent the inconve- 
niences of a misunderstanding with Holland, as for the sake 
of justice. A ship of thatnation has been brought in here 
by the Black Prince, having an English cargo. I consulted 
with Messrs. Adams and Dana, who informed me that it 
was an established rule with us in such cases, to confiscate 
the cargo, but to release the ship, paying ker freight, &c. 
This I have accordingly ordered in the case of this ship, 
and hope it may be satisfactory. But it is a critical time 
with respect to such cases. For whatever may formerly have 
been the law of nations, all the neutral powers at the in- 
stance of Russia, seem at present disposed to change it, 
and to enforce the rule, that free ships shall make free goods, 
except in the case of contraband. Denmark, Sweden, and 
Holland, have already acceded to the proposition, and Por- 
tugal is expected to follow. France and Spaim in their an- 
swers, have also expressed their approbation of it. I have 
therefore instructed our privateers to bring in no more 
neutral ships, as such prizes occasion much litigation and 
create ill blood. The Alliance, captain Landais, took twe 
Swedes in coming hither, who demand of us for damages, one 
upwards of sixty thousand livres, and the other near five ~ 
hundred pounds sterling: and I cannot well see how the de- 
mand is to be settled. In the newspapers that I send, the 
congress, will see authentic pieces expressing the sense of 
the European powers on the subject of neutral navigation. 
I hope to receive the sense of congress for my future go- 
vernment, and for the satisfaction of the neutral nations 
now entering into the confederacy, which is considered 
here as a great stroke against England. In truth that coun- 
try seems to have no friends on this side the water, no other 
nation wishes it success in its present war, but rather de- 
sires to see it effectually humbled. No one not even their 
old friends the Dutch, will afford them any assistance ; such 
isthe mischievous effect of pride, insolence, and injustice 
on the affairs of nations, as well as on those of private per- 
sons. ‘he English party in Holland is daily diminishing, 
and the states are arming vigorously to maintain the free- 
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dom of their navigation. The consequences may possibly 
be awar with England, or a serious disposition in that mad 
nation to save what they can by a timely peace. 

Our cartel for the exchange of American prisoners has 
been some time ata stand. When our little squadron brought 
near five hundfed into Holland, England would not at first 
exchange Americans for them there, expecting to take them 
in their passage to France. But at length an agreement 
was made between the English and French embassadors, 
and I was persuaded to give them up,. on a promise of 
having an equal. number of English delivered to my 
order at Morlaix.: So those were exchanged for French- 
men. But the English now refuse to take any English in 
exchange for Americans, that have not been taken up by 
American cruisers, They also refuse to send me any 
Americans in exchange for their prisoners released and sent 
home by the two flags of truce from Boston, Thus they 
give up all pretensions to equity and honor, and govern 
themselves by caprice, passion, and transient views of pre- 
sent interest. 

Be pleased to present my duty to congress, and believe 


me to be with great respect, &ce. 
| B. FRANKLIN, 


en ——— ee 


TRANSLATION. 
from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Denmark, to Benjamin 
Franklin, Esq. 

SIR, 

WERE you a person less known and respected, I should 
have been quite at a loss on the subject of the letter which 
I have had the honor of receiving from you, which did not 
come to hand ’till the 31st January. I should have consi- 
dered it as a measure calculated to place us under anew 
embarrassment as painful.as the first; but there is no risk 
with such a sage as you are, sir, generally respected by that 
universe which you have enlighted, and known for that pre- 
vailing love for truth which characterizes the well inform- 
ed man and true philosopher. These are the titles which 
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will transmit your name to the remotest posterity ; and in 
which I am particularly interested, at the time when the 
situation of affairs imposes on me the necessity of divest- 
ing myself in writing to you of every public character, and 
only to aspire at appearing to you what I truly am, the 
passionate friend of peace, truth, and merit. This mode 
of thinking not only decides my personal sentiments with 
‘respect to you, but also those I have respecting the unfor- 
tunate affair which you have thought fit to mention to me, 
and which, from its commencement, has given me the 
utmost pain. You will readily agree with me, sir, m 
granting that there are perplexing situations, in which it is 
impossible to avoid displeasing one party. You are too 
equitable not to enter into ours. There would be no con- 
solation in such cases, nor would the persons who have led 
them into them ever be forgiven, were it not that opportu- 
nities sometimes presented themselves of being heard, and 
preventing in future such essential embarrassments. | 

The baron de Blome will speak to you in confidence, and 
with the utmost freedom on this subject ; and if my wishes 
can be accomplished, I shall be recompensed for all my 
pains, and there will only remain, the agreeable recollec- 
tion of having had the satisfaction of assuring you from 
under my hand, of that superior and perfect esteem with 
which I have the honor of being, sir, &c. 


| R. BERNSTORF. 
Copenhagen, March 8, 1780. 


Yo Samuel Huntigion, Esq. President of Congress. 


Passy, Fune 1, 1780. 
Sik, | 


Commodore Jones who by his bravery and conduct, has 
done great honor to the American flag, desires to have that 
also, of presenting a line to the hands of your excellency. 
I cheerfully comply with his request in recommending him 
to the notice of ‘congress, and to your excellency’s protec. 
tion, though his actions are a more effectual recommenda. 
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tion, and render any from me unnecessary. It gives me 
however, an opportunity of showing my readiness to do 
justice to merit, and of professing the esteem and respect 
with which Iam, &c. 

B. FRANKLIN. 


To the same, 
| Passy, August 9, 1780. 
SIR, 
WITH this your, excellency will receive a copy of my 
last, dated May 3ist, the original of which with copies of 
preceding letters went by the Alliance, captain Landais, 
who sailed the beginning of last month, and who I wish 
may arrive safe in America: being apprehensive that by 
her long delay in port, from the mutiny of the people, who 
after she was ready to sail, refused to weigh anchor ’till paid 
wages, &c. she may fall in the way of the English fleet now 
out, or that her crew who have ever been infected with dis- 
order and mutiny, may carry her into England. She had 
on her first coming out a conspiracy for that purpose, be- 
sides which, her officers and captain quarrelled with each 
other; the captain with commodore Jones; and there have 
been so many broils among them, that it was impassible to 
get the business forward while she staid; and she is at 
length gone without taking the quantity of stores which she 
was capable of taking, and was ordered to take. I sup- 
pose the conduct of that captain will be inquired into by a 
court martial. Captain Jones goes home in the Ariel, a 
ship we have borrowed of government here, and carries 
one hundred and forty-six chests of arms, and four hun- 
dred barrels of powder. To take the rest of the stores and 
cloathing, I have been obliged to freight a ship, which being 
well armed and well manned, will I hope get safe. The 
clothes for ten thousand men, are I think all made-up; 
there are also arms for fifteen thousand, new and good, 
with two thousand barrels of powder, besides this, 
there is a great quantity of cloth I have bought, of which 
you will have the invoices sent by Mr. Williams ; and ano~ 
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ther large quantity purchased by Mr. Ross, all going in 
the same ship. 

The little authority we have here to govern our armed 
ships, and the inconvenience of distance from the ports, oc- 
casion abundance of irregularities in the conduct of both men 
and officers. I hope therefore that no more of those vessels 
will be sent hither, till our code of laws is pecfected respect- 
ing ships abroad, and proper persons appointed to manage 
such affairs inthe seaports. They give me infinite trouble, 
and though I endeavor to act for the best, it is without 
satisfaction to myself, being unacquainted with that kind of 
business. I have often mentioned the appointment of a 
consul or consuls. ‘The congress have perhaps not yet had 
time to consider that matter. 

Having already sent you by different conveyances, copies 
of my proceedings with the court of Denmark, relative to 
the three prizes delivered up to the English, and requested 
the instructions of congress; I hope soon to receive them. 
I mentioned a letter from the congress to that court, as 
what I thought might have a good effect. I have since had 
more reasons to be of that opinion. The unexpected delay 
of Mr. Deane’s arrival, has retarded the settlement of the 
joint accounts of the commission, he having had the chief 
management of the commercial part, and being therefore 
best able to explain difficulties. I have just now the plea- 
sure to hear that the Fier Rodrique with her convoy from 
Virginia, is arrived at Bordeaux, all safe, except one to- 
bacco ship that foundered at sea, the men saved. And I 
have a letter from Mr. Deane, that he is at Rochelle, pro- 
poses to stop a few days at Nantes, and then proceed to 
Paris, when I shall endeavor to see that business completed 
with all possible expedition. | 

Mr. Adams has given offence to the court here, by some 
sentiments and expressions contained in several of his let- 
ters written to the count de Vergennes. I mention this 
with reluctance, though perhaps it would have been my 
duty to acquaint you with such a circumstance, even were 
it not required of me by the minister himself. He has sent 
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me copies of the correspondence, desiring I would commu- 
nicate them to congress, and I send them herewith.r Mr. 
Adams did not shew me his letters before he sent them. 
Ihave in a former letter to Mr. Lovell, mentioned some of 
the inconveniences that attend the having more than one 
minister at the same court, one of which inconveniences is, 
that they do not hold the same language, and that the im- 
pressions made by the one, and intended for the sense of 
his constituents, may be effaced by the discourse of the 
other. It is true that Mr. Adams’ proper business is else- 
where, but the time not being come for that business, and 
having nothing else here wherewith to employ himself, he 
seems to have endeavored supplying what he may suppose 
my negociations defective in. He thinks, as he tells me 
himself, that America has been too free in expressions of 
gratitude to France, for that she is more obliged to us than we 
areto her, and that we should shew spirit in our applications. 
I apprehend that he mistakes his ground, and that this court 
is to be treated with decency and delicacy. The king, a 
young and virtuous prince, has I am persuaded, in reflect- 
ing on the generous benevolence of the action in assisting 
an oppressed people, and proposes it as a part of the glory of 
his reign. I think it right to increase this pleasure by our 
thankful acknowlegements, and that such an expression of 
gratitude, is not only our duty but ourinterest. A different 
conduct seems to me what is not only improper and unbe- 
coming, but what may be hurtfulto us. Mr. Adams on 
the other hand, who at the same time means our welfare 
and interest as much as I or any man can do, seems to 
think a little apparent stoutness and greater air of indepen- | 
dence and boldness in our demands, will procure us more 
ample assistance. It is for the congress to judge and regu- 
late their affairs accordingly. M. de Vergennes who ap- 
pears much offended, told me yesterday that he would enter 
into no further discussions with Mr. Adams, nor answer 


p These letters do not appear. 
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any more of his letters. He is gone to Holland to try, as 
he told me, whether something might not be done to render 
us alittle less dependant on France. He says the idea of 
this court and those of the people in America, are so to- 
tally different, as that it is impossible for any minister to 
please both. He ought to know America better than I do, 
having been there lately, and he may chuse to do what he 
thinks will best please the ‘people of America: but when I 
consider the expressions of congress in many of their public 
acts, and particularly in their letter to the chevalier de la 
Luzerne, of the 24th May last, I cannot but imagine that 
he mistakes the sentiments of a few for a general opinion. 
It is my intention while I stay here, to procure what advan- 
tages I can for our country, by endeavoring to please this 
court, and I wish I could prevent any thing being said by 
any of our countrymen here that may have a contrary effect, 
and increase an opinion lately shewing itself in Paris, that 
we seek a difference, and with a view of reconciling our- 
selves to England, some of them have of late been very in- 
discreet in their conversations. 

I have received eight months after their date, the in- 
structions of congress relating to a new article for guaran- 
teeing the fisheries. The expected negotiations for a 
peace appearing of late more remote, and being too much 
occupied with other affairs, I have not hitherto proposed 
that article; but I purpose doing it next week. It appears 
so reasonable and equitable, that I do not foresee any diffi- 
culty. In my next I shall give you an accouut of what 
passes on the occasion. 

The silver medal ordered for the chevalier de Fleury, has 
been delivered to his order here, he being gone to America. 
The others for brigadier general Wayne and colonel Stuart, 
I shall send by the next good opportunity. 

The two thousand pounds I furnished to Messrs. Adams 
and Jay, agreeable to an order of congress for themselyes 
and secretaries, being nearly expended, atid no supplies to 
them arriving, I have thought it my duty to furnish them 
with further sums, hoping the supplies promised will soon 
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arrive to reimburse me and to- enable me to pay the bills 
drawn on Mr. Laurens, in Holland, which I have engaged 
for, to save the public credit; the holders of those bills 
threatening otherwise to protest them. Messrs. De Neuf- 
ville of Amsterdam had accepted of them. I have promised 
those gentlemen to provide for the payment before they be- 
come due, and to accept such others, as shall be presented 
to me. I hear, and hope it is true, that the drawing of 
such bills is stopt, and that their number and value is not 
very great. 

The bills drawn in favor of M. de Beaumarchais, for the 
interest of his debt are paid. 

The German prince who gave me a proposal some months 
since, for furnishing troops to the congress, has lately de- 
sired an answer. I gave no expectation that it was likely 
you would agree to such a proposal, but they being pressed 
to send it you, it went with some of my former letters, 

M. Fouquet who was employed by congress, to instruct 
people in making gunpowder, is arrived here after a long 
passage; he has requested me to transmit a memorial4 to 
congress, which I do enclose. 

The great public event in Europe of this year, is the 
proposal by Russia of an armed neutrality, for protecting 
the liberty of commerce. The proposition is accepted now 
by most of the maritime powers. <As it is likely to become 
the law of nations that free ships should make free goods, 
I wish the congress to consider whether it may not be pro- 
per to give orders to their cruizers not to molest foreigri 
ships, but to conform to the spirit of that treaty of neutra- 
lity. 

The English have been much elated with their success at 
Charleston. The late news of the junction of the Frenchi 
and Spanish fleets, has alittle abated their spirits, and I 
hope that junction and the arrival of the French troops and . 
ships in North America, will soon produce ,news that may 
afford us also in our turn somé satisfaction. . 

Se ee | acmerenarr rem aemrnt eae err 
q ‘This paper does not appear. : 
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Application has been made here, requesting that 1 would 
solicit congress to permit the exchange of William John 
Mawhood, a lieutenant in the seventeenth regiment, taken 
prisoner at Stony Point, July 15th, 1779, and confined near 
Philadelphia: or if the exchange cannot conveniently be 
made, that he may be permitted to return to England or 
his parole. By doing this at my request, the congress will 
enable me to oblige several friends of ours, who are per- 
sons of merit and distinction in this country. 

Be pleased, sir, to present my duty to congress, and be. 
lieve me to be, with great respect, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


P. S. A similar application has been made to me in favor 
of Richard Croft, lieutenant in the 20th regiment, a pri- 
soner at Charlotteville. I. shall be much obliged by any 
kindness shewn to that young gentleman, arid so will some 
friends of ours in England, who respect his father. 


To James Lovell, Esq. 
Passy, August 10, 1780. 
SIR, 

I received on the 12th June, 1780, copies of your several 
favors of April 29th, 1779; June 13th, 1779; July 9th 
and 16th, August 6, and September 16th, 1779. You will 
see by this, what delays our correspondence sometimes 
meets with. T have lately received two of fresher date, viz. 
February 24 and May 4. [ thank you much for the news- 
papers and journals you have from time to time sent me. 
1 endeavor to make full returns in the same way. I could 
furnish a multitude of dispatches with confidential informa- 
tion, taken out of the papers I send you, if I chose to deaf 
in that kind of manufacture. I know the whole art of it, 
for I have had several volunteer correspondents in England, 
who have in their letters for years together, communicated 
to me secrets of state extracted from the newspapers, which 
sometimes come to hand, in'those papers by the same post, 
and sometimes by the post before, you and I send the 


é 
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papers themselves. Our letters may vi aaah the leaner, but 
what fat they have is their own. 

I wrote to you the 17th October, and the 16th of March, 
and have sent duplicates, some of which I hope got to havds 
You mention receiving one of September 30th, and one of 
December 30th, but not that of October the 17th. The 
cypher you have communicated, either from some defect 
in your explanation or in my comprehension, is not yet of 
use to me, for I cannot understand by it the little specimen 
you have wrote in it. If you have that of M. Dumas, 
which I left with Mr. Morris, we may correspond, by it, 
when a few sentences only are required to be writ in cypher ; 
but it is too tedious for a whole letter. 

I send herewith copies of the instruments annulling, the 
{ith and 12th articles of the treaty. ‘The treaty printed 
here by the court omitted them, and numbered the sub- 
sequent articles accordingly. 

I write fully to the president. The frequent hindrances 
the committee of correspondence meet with in writing as a 
committee, which appears from the excuses in your parti- 
cular letters, and the many parts of my letters that have 
long been unanswered, incline me to think that your foreign 
correspondence would be best managed by one secretary, 
who could write when he had an opportunity, without wait~ 
ing for the concurrence or opinions of his brethren, who 
cannot always be conveniently got together, My chief let- 
ters will therefore, for the future, be addressed to the pre- 
sident, till further orders. 

I send you enclosed some more of ........ letters.! 
He continues passionately to desire peace with America; 
but wishes we could be separated from France. 


With great esteem, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


ES GPE FETS ELT SFE REET a 


r These letters do not appear. 
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TRANSLATION. 


Instrument annulling the \\th and \2th articles of the treaty of 
commerce with France. 


THE general congress of the United States of North 
America, having represented to the king, that the execution 
of the 11th article of the treaty of amity and commerce, signed 
the 6th of February last, might be productive of inconve- 
niences, and having therefore desired the suppression of 
this article, consenting in return, that the 12th article shall 
be considered likewise of no effect. His majesty in order 
to give a new proof of his affection, as also his desire to 
consolidate the union and good correspondence established 
between the two states, has been pleased to consider their 
representations, His majesty has consequently declared, 
and does declare by these presents, that he consents to the 
suppression of the 11th and 12th articles aforementioned, 
and that it is his intention that they be considered as having 
never been comprehended in the treaty, signed the 6th 
February last. 


Done at Versailles, the 1st day of the month 
of September, 1778. 


GRAVIER DE VERGENNES. 


TRANSLATION. 


Instrument annulling the \\th and \2th articles. 


THE most christian king, having been pleased to regard 
the representations made to him by the general congress of 
North America, relating to the 11th article of the treaty of 
commerce, signed the 6th of February in the present year; 
and his majesty having therefore consented, that the said 
article should be suppressed, on condition that the 12th arti- 
cle of the same treaty, be equally regarded as of none effect: 
the above said general congress hath declared on their part, 
and do declare that they consent to the suppression of the 
11th and 12th articles of the abovementioned treaty; and 
that their intention is, that these articles be regarded as 
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having never heen comprised in the treaty signed the 6th af 
February. In faith whereof, &c. : 
B. FRANKLIN, 
ARTHUR LEE, 
JOHN ADAMS. > 


- To James Lovell, Esq. 
Passy, December 2, 1780. 

SIR; : . 

I DULY received your several favors of August the 
15th and September 7th, with the resolves of congress, for 
drawing on me bills extraordinary, to the amount of near 
three hundred thousand dollars, to keep up the credit of 
congress, I had already engaged for those drawn on Mr. 
Laurens; you cannot conceive how much these things 
perplex and distress me. For the practice of this govern- 
ment, being yearly to apportion the revenue to the several 
expected services, any after-demands made which the trea- 
sury is not furnished to supply, meet with great difficulty, 
and are very disagreeable to the ministers. ‘To enable me 
to look these drafts in the face, I have agreed to a proposal 
contained in the inclosed letter, to the president of furnishing 
provisions to the king’s forces in America, which proposal I 
hope will be approved and executed, and that the congress 
will strictly comply with the assurances you haves given 
me, not to draw on me any more without first knowing that 
they have funds in my hands. 

I wrote to you more fully by captain Jones, he sailed 
some time since in the Ariel, but met with a severe storm, 
that entirely dismasted him, and obliged him to put back for 
France. He has been long re-fitting, but will sail again 
soon, every thing goes well here. 


With great esteem, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 
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To Samuel Huntington, Esq. President of Congress. 
4 Passy, December 2, 1780. 
SIR, 
THE many mutual advantages that must arise from 
carrying into execution, the proposition already communi- 
cated to congress, of furnishing provisions to the king’s 
forces in America, to be paid for here, have I make no 
doubt, already induced them to begin that operation. But 
as the proposition has lately been renewed to me, on occasion 
of my requesting further aids of money to answer the un- 
expected drafts upon me, ordered by the resolutions of May 
and August last, which drafts it is absolutely necessary I 
should find funds to pay, and as the congress have long de- 
sired to have the means of forming funds in Europe, and 
an easier, cheaper, and safer method cannot possibly be con- 
ceived; and as I see by the journals of February, that the 
several states were to furnish provisions in quantities in- 
stead of supplies in money, whereby much will be in the 
disposition of congress; I flatter myself, that they will not 
disapprove of my engaging in their behalf, with the mini- 
ster of the finances here; that they will cause to be deli- 
vered for the king’s land and sea forces in North America, 
such provisions as may be wanted from time to time, to the 
amount of four hundred thousand dollars, value of five 
livres Tournois, per dollar, the said provisions to be fur- 
nished at the current prices for which they might be 
bought for silver specie, I have constantly done my ut- 
most to support the credit of congress, by procuring where- 
with punctually to pay all their drafts, and I have no doubt 
of their care to support mine in this instance, by fulfilling 
honorably my engagement, in which case, receipts in due 
form should be taken of the persons to whom the provisions 
are delivered in the several states, and those receipts sent 
to me here. 
With great respect, &c. 7 
B. FRANKLIN. 
P.S. This value of four hundred thousand dollars, is 
(o be considered as exclusive of any provisions already fur- 
nished: but the receipts for those should also be sent me 
if not paid for there. 
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Lo the same. 
Passy, December 3, 1780. 
SIR, | 

I DULY received the letter your excellency did me the 
honor of writing to me, the 12th of July past, by Mr. 
Searle, and have paid the bills drawn on me by order of con- 
gress, in favor of the president and council of Pennsylva- 
nia, for one thousand pound sterling, which were presented 
by him. He is at present in Holland. 

The news of Mr. Laurens being taken, must have reached 
youlong since. He is confined in the tower, but of late has 
some more liberty for taking air and exercise than first was 
allowed him. Certain papers found with him relating to the 
drafts of a treaty proposed in Holland, have been sent over 
to the stadtholder, who laid them before their high mighti- 
nesses, who communicated them to the government of the 
city of Amsterdam; which justified the transaction. This 
has drawn from England, a memorial delivered by sir 
Joseph York, demanding that the pensionary and magis- 
trates of that city, should be punished ; and declaring that 
the king will resent a refusal of the states to comply with 
this demand. What answer will be given to this insolent 
memorial we donot yet know. But I hear it has produced 
much displeasure in Holland, and it is thought to have 
occasioned a more prompt accession to the armed neutra- 
lity which had before met with obstructions from the Eng- 
lish party there. 

‘We have met with a variety of unaccountable delays and 
difficulties in the affair of shipping the clothing and stores. 
The Alliance went away without taking her part. The 
Ariel sailed, but met a storm at sea that dismasted her, and 
obliged her to return to France. She is nearly again ready 
to sail. Mr. Ross, with his casgo of clothes in the duke of 
Leinster, sailed under convoy of the Ariel, but did not return. 
with her, and I hope may get safe to America. The great 
ship we hired to come to L’Orient, and take in the rest of 
what we had to send, has been long unexpectedlv detained at 
Bourdeanx. I am afraid the army has suffered for want of 
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the clothes, but it} has been.as impossible for me to avoid, 
as it was to for esee these delays. 

The late minister of the marine her e, M. de Sartine, is 
removed, and his place supplied by M. le marquis de Cas- 
tries. But this change does not affect the general system 
of the court, which continues favorable to us. 

I have received a copy of the resolutions of congress of 
the 19th of May, and the 9th, 15th, 23d, and 30th of Au- 
gust, directing bills to be drawn on me for near 300,000 
dollars. I shall accept the bills, hoping the congress will 
approve of, and readily comply with the proposition con- 
tained in a letter to your excellency accompanying this, 
dated the 2d instant. Probably an answer may.arrive here 
before many of those bills shall become due, as few of them 
are yet arrived. If that answer ratifies the agreement I 
have made, I shall have no difficulty in finding means to 
pay the rest. If not, I shall scarce be able to bear the re- 
proaches of merchants, that I have misled them to their 
loss, by my acceptations, which gave a promise of pay- 
ment, that not being fulfilled, has deranged their affairs, to 

say nothing of the power I am told the consul’s court here 
has over the persons even of ministers, in cases of bills of 
exchange. Let me therefore beg your excellency to use 
your endeavours with congress, that this matter may be 
immediately attended to. | 

Mr. Jay, no doubt, has made you acquainted with na 
difficulties respecting the drafts upon him. I am sorry I 
cannot extricate him, but I hope he will still find means. . 

The Mars, an armed ship belonging to the state of Mas- 
sachusetts, in her way to France, took and sent to New 
England, a Portuguese ship, bound to Cork, with salt, be- 
longing to some merchant there. The Portuguese captain, 
who is brought in here, complains heavily of ill usage and 
plunder, besides taking his vessel, and the ambassador of 
that nation has communicated to me these complaints, to- ° 
gether with all the papers, proving the property of the vessel ; 
representing, at the same time, the good disposition of the 
queen to our states, and his wishes that nothing might lessen 
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it, or tend to prevent or delay a complete pood understand- 
ing between the two nations. I advised that the owners 
should send over their claim, and empower some person to 
prosecute it, in whichcase, I did not doubt our courts would 
_dothem justice. I hope the congress may think fit to take 
some notice of this affair, and not only forward a speedy 
decision, but give orders to our cruisers not to meddle with 
neutral ships for the future, it being a practice apt to pro- 
duce ill blood, and contrary to the spirit of the new league 
which is approved by all Europe ; and the English property 
found in such vessels will hardly pay the damages brought 
on us by the irregular proceedings of our captains, in en+ 
deavoring to get at such property. 
With the greatest respect, 
I have the honor to be, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


Lo the same. 
Passy, March 12, 1781. 
SIR, 

I HAD the honor of receiving, on the 13th of last month, 
your excellency’s letter of the first of January, together 
with the instructions of November 28th and December 27th, 
a copy of these to colonel Laurens, and the letter to the 
king. I immediately drew up a memorial, enforcing as 
strongly as I could, the request contained in that letter, and 
directed by the instructions, and delivered the same with 
the letter, which were both well received; but the ministry 
being extremely occupied with other weighty affairs, and 
I obtaining for some time only general answers, that some- 
thing would be done for us, &c. and Mr. Laurens not. 
arriving, I wrote again, and pressed strongly for a decision 
on the subject, that I might be able to write explicitly by 
this opportunity, what aids the congress were or were not to 
expect, the regulation of their operations for the campaign 
depending on the information I should be enabled to give: 
Upon this I. received a note appointing Saturday last tor a 

K 
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mecting with the minister, which I attended punctually. 
He assured me of the king’s good will to the United States ; 
remarking, however, that being on the spot, I must be 
sensible of the great expense France was actually engaged 
in, and the difficulty of providing for it, which rendered 
the lending us twenty-five millions at present impracticable, 
but he informed me that the letter from the congress, and 
my memorial, had been under his majesty’s consideration, 
and observed, as to loans in general, that the sum we wanted 
to borrow in Europe was large, and that the depreciation of 
our paper, hurt our paper on this side of the water, adding 
that the king could not possibly favor a loan for us in his do- 
minions, because it would interfere with, and be a prejudice 
to those he was under the necessity of obtaining himself to 
support the war ; but in order to justice, states a signal proof 
of his friendship, his majesty had resolved to grant them 
the sum of six millions, not as a loan, but as a free gift; 
this sum, the minister informed me, was exclusive of the 
three millions which he had before obtained for me, to pay 
the congress drafts, for interest, &c. expected in the current 
year. He added, that as it was understood the clothing, &c. 
with which our army had been heretofore supplied from 
France, was often of bad quality, and dear, the ministers 
themselves would take care of the purchase of such articles 
as should be immediately wanted, and send them over, and 
it was desired of me to look over the great invoice that had 
been sent hither last year, and mark out those articles ; that 
as to.the money remaining after such purchases, it was to be 
drawn for by general Washington, upon M. d’Harvelay, garde 
du tresor royal, and the bills would be duly honored, but it 
was desired that they might be drawn gradually, as the 
_ money should be wanted, and as much time given for the 
payment, after sight, as could be conveniently, that the pay- 
ment might be the more easy. I assured the minister, that 
the congress would be very sensible of this token of his ma- 
jesty’s continued goodness towards the United States, but 
remarked that it was not the usage with us for the general to 
draw, and proposed that it mightbe our treasurer who should 
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draw the bills for the remainder, but was told that it was his 
majesty’s order. And I afterwards understood from the 
secretary of the council, that as the sum was intended for the 
supply of the army, and could not be so large as we had de- 
manded for general occasions, it was thought best to put it in 
the general’s hands, that it might not get into those of the 
different boards or committees, who might think themselves 
under the necessity of diverting it to other purposes. There 
was no room to dispute on this point, every donor having 
the right of qualifying his gifts with such terms as he thinks 
proper. Itook with me the invoice, and having examined. 
it, returned it immediately with a letter, of which a copy is 
enclosed, and I suppose its contents will be followed, unless 
colonel Laurens, on his arrival, should make any changes. 
I hope he and colonel Palfrey are safe, though as yet not 
heard of. ; 

After the discourse relating to the aid was ended, the 
minister proceeded to inform me, that the courts of Peters- 
burg and Vienna had offered their mediation, that the king 
had answered it would to him personally be agreeable, but 
that he could not yet accept it, because he had allies whose 
concurrence was necessary... And that his majesty desired 
that I would acquaint the congress with this offer and 
answer, and urge their sending such instructions as they 
may think proper to their plenipotentiary, it being not 
doubted that they would readily accept the proposed medi- 
ation, from their own sense ofits being both useful and 
necessary. I mentioned that I did suppose Mr. Adams 
was already furnished with instructions relating to any - 
treaty of peace that might be proposed. 

I must now beg leave to say something relating to myself, 
a subject with which I have not often troubled the congress. 
I have passed my seventy-fifth year, and I find that the long 
and severe fit of the gout which I had the last winter, has 
shaken me exceedingly, and I am yet far from having re- 
covered the bodily strength I before enjoyed. I do not 
know that my mental faculties are impaired, perhaps I shall 
be the last to discover that; but I am sensible of great 
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diminution in my activity, a quality I think particularly neces- 
sary in your minister for this court. I am afraid, therefore, 
that your affairs, may some time or other suffer by my. 
deficiency.. I find also, that the business is too heavy for 
me and too confining. The constant attendance at home 
which is necessary for receiving and accepting your bills of 
exchange, (a matter foreign to my ministerial functions) to 
answer letters and perform other parts of my employment, 
prevents my taking the air and exercise, which my annual 
journies formerly used to afford me, and which contributed 
much to the preservation of my health: there are many 
other little personal attentions which the infirmities of age 
render necessary to an old man’s comfort, even in some de- 
gree to the continuance of his existence, and with which busi- 
ness often interferes. J have been engaged in public affairs, 
and enjoyed public confidence in some shape or other, dur- 
ing the long term of fifty years, an honor sufficient to satisfy 
any reasonable ambition, and I have no other left but that 
of repose, which I hope the congress will grant me, by 
sending some person to supply my place. 

At the same time I beg they may be assured, that it is 
not any the least doubt of their success in the glorious 
cause, nor any disgust received in their service, that in- 
duces me to decline it, but purely and simply the reasons 
abovementioned. And as I cannot at present undergo the 
fatigues of a sea voyage (the last having been almost too 
much for me) and would not again expose myself to the 
hazard of capture and imprisonment in this time of war. 
I purpose to remain here at least till the peace, perhaps it 
may be for the remainder of my life; and if any knowlege 
or experience I have acquired here, may be thought of use 
to my successor, I shall freely communicate it, and assist 
him with any influence I may be supposed to have, or 
counsel that may be desired of me, 

I have one request more to make, which if I have served 
the congress to their satisfaction, I hope they will not refuse 
me, It is that they will take under their protection my 
grandson, William Temple Franklin; I have educated | 
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him from his infancy, and I brought him over with an in- 
tention of placing him where he might be qualified for the 
profession of the law: but the constant occasion I had for 
his service as a private secretary during the time of the 
commissioners, and more extensively since their departure, 
has induced me to keep him always with me, and indeed 
being continually disappointed of the secretary congress 
had at different times intended me, it would have been 
impossible for me without this young gentleman’s assistance, 
to have gone through the business incumbent onme. He 
has thereby lost so much of the time necessary for law stu- 
dies, that I think it rather advisable for him to continue, if 
it may be, in the line of public foreign affairs, for which he 
seems qualified by a sagacity and judgment above his years. 
Great diligence and activity, exact probity, a genteel ad- 
dress, a facility in speaking well the French tongue, and 
all the knowlege of business to be obtained by a four years 
constant employment, in the secretary’s office, where he 
may be said to have served a kind of apprenticeship. 
After all the allowance I am capable of making for the 
partiality of a parent to his offspring, I cannot but think he 
may in time make a very able foreign minister for the con- 
gress, in whose service his fidelity may be relied on. But 
I do not at present propose him as such; for though he is 
now of age, a few years more of experience will not be 
amiss. Inthe mean time, if they should think fit to em- 
ploy him as a secretary, to their minister at any European 
court, I am persuaded they will have reason to be satisfied 
with his conduct, and I shall be thankful for his appoint- 
ment as a favor to me. . 

My accounts have been long ready for the examination of 
some persons to be appointed for that purpose, Mr. John- 
son having declined it, and Mr, Dana residing at present at 
Paris, I requested him to undertake it, and to examine at 
the same time, those of Mr. Deane; but he also declines 
it, as being unacquainted with accounts. 

If no fresh appointment has been made by congress, I 
think of desiring Mr. Palfrey to perform that service, when 
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he- arrives, which I hope will be approved, for : am uneasy 


at the delay. 
With great respect, I have the honor to be, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


To Count de Vergennes. 
Passy, February 13, 1781. 
SIR, 

I HAVE just 1ecewee from botipress their letter for the 
king, which I have the honor of putting herewith into ae 
hands of your excellency. 

I am charged at the same time to represent in the 
strongest terms the unalterable resolution of the United 
States, to maintain their liberties and independence, and 
inviolably to adhere to the alliance at evéry hazard, and in 
every event; and that the misfortunes of the last campaign, 
instead of repressing, have redoubled their ardor; that 
congress are resolved to employ every resource in their 
power to expel the enemy, from every part of the United 
States, by the most vigorous and decisive co-operation, 
with the marine and other forces of their illustrious ally: 
that they have accordingly called on the several states, for 
a powerful army and ample supplies of provisions ; and that 
the states are disposed effectually to comply with their requi- 
sitions. Sa 

That if in aid of Liev own exertions, the court of 
France can be prevailed on to assume a naval superiority 
in the American seas, to furnish the arms, ammunition, 
and clothing specified in the estimate heretofore transmit 
ted, and to assist with the loan mentioned in the letter, they 
flatter themselves that under the divine blessing, the war 
must speedily be terminated with glory and advantage to 
both nations. By several letters to me from intelligent 
persons it appears, that the great and expensive exertions 
of the last year, by which a force was assembled capable 
of facing the enemy, and which accordingly drew towards 
New York and lay long near that city, was rendered inef- 
fectual by the superiority of the enemy at sea, and that their 
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success in Carolina, had been chiefly owing to that superi- 
ority, and to the want of the necessary means for furnish- 
ing, marching, and paying the expense of troops, sufficient 
to defend that province. 

The marquis de la F ayette, writes to me that it is im- 
possible to conceive, without seeing it, the distress the 
troops have suffered for want of clothing, and the following 
is a paragraph of a letter from general Washington, which 
I ought not to keep back from your excellency, viz. 

“I doubt not you are so fully informed by congress of 
our political and military state, that it would be superfluous 
to trouble you with any thing relative to either. If I were 
to speak on topics of the kind, it would be to shew, that 
our present situation makes one of two things essential to 
US+.0a Peace....or the most vigorous aid of our allies, parti- 
cularly in the article of money ; of their disposition to serve 
us we cannot doubt: their generosity will do every thing, 
their means will permit.” 

They had in America great expectations, I know not on 
what foundation, that a considerable supply of money would 
be obtained from Spain, but that expectation has failed: 
and the force of that nation in those seas has been employ- 
ed to reduce small forts in Florida, without rendering any 
direct assistance to the United States ; and indeed the long 
delay of that court in acceding to the treaty of commerce, 
begins to have the appearance of its not inclining to have 
any connection with us; so that for effectual friendship, and 
for the aid so necessary in the present conjuncture, we can 
tely on France alone, and in the continuance of the king’s 
goodness towards us. 

I am grown old, I feel myself much enfeebled by my 

‘late long illness, and it is probable I shall not long have any 
more concern in these affairs. I therefore take this occasion 
to express my opinion to your excellency, that the present 
conjuncture is critical; that there is some danger lest the 
congress should lose its influence over the. people, if it is 
found unable to procure the aids that are wanted ; and that 
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the whole system of the new government in America, a il 
thereby be shaken. - 

That if the English are welrered once to recover that 
country, such an opportunity of effectual separation as the 
present, may not occur again in the course of ages; and 
that the possession of those fertile and extensive regions, 
and that vast sea coast, will afford them so broad a basis for 
future greatness, by the rapid growth of their commerce, 
and breed of seamen and soldiers, as will enable them to be- 
come the terror of Europe, and to exercise with impunity 
that insolence which is so natural to their nation, and which 
will encrease enormously with the increase of their power- 


I am with great respect, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To the same. 


Passy, March 6, 1781. 
SIR, 

BY perceiving the enclosed instructions to colonel Lau- 
rens and myself, your excellency will see the necessity I 
am under, of being importunate for an answer to the applica- 
tion lately made for aids of stores and money. 

As vessels are about to depart for America, it is of the 
utmost importance that congress should receive advice by 
some of them, of what may or may not be expected. I 
therefore earnestly entreat your excellency to communi- 
cate to me as soon as possible the necessary information. 


With sincere and great respect, I am, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To Monsicur de Rayneval, secretary to the council of state, of his 
most. Christian majesty. 
Passy, March 11, 1781. 
SIR, 
I have examined the list of supplies wanted in Aiheric’, 
which I received yesterday from you, in order to mark as 
desired, what may be most necessary to forward thither. 
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As that list is of old date, and I do not know what part 
of it may have been already procured by other channels, 
and I understand by my letters, that a new list has been made 
out, which is given to colonel Laurens, and though men- 
tioned to be sent to me also, is not yet come to my hands- 
I have thought it may be well for the present to order the 
making of a quantity of soldiers and officers clothing, equal 
to one third part of what has been demanded from page 31 
to page 42, inclusive; and to collect and get ready also one 
third of the other articles mentioned in the said pages, which 
Ihave marked with a red line in the margin ; the whole to 
be sent by the first good opportunity. I think it would be 
well also to send five thousand more good fusils, with fifty 
tons of lead, and two hundred thousand flints for fusils. If 
these could go with the fleet, it would be of great service. 
More powder is not necessary to be sent at present, as there 
goes in the marquis de la Fayette; the remainder of the two 
thousand barrels granted last year, and also two hundred 
tons of salt petre which they will make into powder. For 
the other articles that may be wanted, as colonel Laurens 
will come fully instructed, as well by the list given to him, as 
from his own observation and experience in the army, and 
from the informations he will receive from general Washing- 
ton, with whom and the marquis de la Fayette, he was to 
consult before his departure, I conceive it will be best to 
wait a little for his arrival. | 
I return the lists, and havirig by some unaccountable 
accident mislaid and lost the paper* you gave me contain- 
ing what count de Vergennes said to me yesterday, I must 
beg the favor of you to report it; and send it by the bearer. 
I am ashamed to give you this trouble, but I wish to be 
- éxact in what I am writing of it to congress. 


With the greatest esteem, &c. 
. B. FRANKLIN. 


s The paper was found soon after.this letter was sent. 


L 


8. SECRET CORRESPONDENCE March, 


To Francis Lewis, Esq. andthe board of admiralty. 


: Passy, March 17, 1781." 
GENTLEMEN, 


I RECEIVED the honor of yours, dated January the - 


2d, containing sundry questions relating to the ship Alli- 
ance, and the expedition under the command of John 
Paul Jones, Esquire. 

I apprehend that the letters and papers sent by the Alli- 
ance, if they came to your hands, and those which went in 
the Ariel, taken together, would pretty well inform you of 
most of the particulars you enquire about, and the defici- 
encies might be supplied by captain Jones himself, and 
others who were engaged in the expedition. But as I learn 
from colonel Laurens, that his arrival was not heard of at 
Boston, the 11th of February, though he sailed the 18th of 
December, and possibly he may have miscarried, I shall 
endeavor to answer, as well as I can, your several queries, 
and will hereafter send you duplicates of the papers. that 
may be lost. But I would previously remark, as to the ex- 
pedition in general, that this court having, I suppose, some 
enterprise in view, which captain Jones, who had signalized 
his bravery in taking the Drake, was thought a proper per- 
son to conduct, had soon after the action requested we 
could spare him to them, which was the more readily agreed 
to, as a difference subsisted between him and his lieutenant, 
which laid us under a difficulty that was by that means got 
over. ‘Some time passed, however, before any steps were 
taken to employ him ina manner agreeable to him, and: 
possibly the first project was laid aside, many difficulties 
attending any attempt of introducing a foreign officer into 
the French marine, as it disturbs the order of their promo- 
tion, &c. and he himself chusing to act rather under the 
commission of congress. However, a project was at length 
formed, of furnishing him with some of the king’s ships, 
the officers of which were to have teraporary American 
commissions, which being posterior in date to his commis- 
sion, would put them naturally under his command for the 


time, and the final intention, after various changes, was to 


1781. - WITH CONGRESS. Si 


intercept the Baltic fleet. The Alliance was at that time 
under orders to carry Mr. Adams back to America, but 
the minister of the marine, by a written letter, requesting I 
would lend her to strengthen the little squadron, and offer- 
ing a passage for Mr. Adams in one of the king’s ships, I 
consented to the request, hoping, that besides obliging the 
minister, I might obtain the disposition of some prisoners, 
to exchange for our countrymen in England. 

Questions of the admiralty board respecting the squadron under 

chevalier Jones answered, 

Question 1st. ‘** Whether the ships with which the fri- 

gate Alliance was concerted in an expedition, of which cap- 
tain John Paul Jones had the command, were the property 
of private persons, and if so, who were the owners of those 
ships?” 
Answer. The'ships with which the Alliance was con- 
certed, were, 1st. the Bonhomme Richard, bought and | 
fitted by the king on purpose for captain Jones. 2d. The 
Pallas frigate. 3d. The Vengeance, a corvette. 4th. The 
Cerf, a cutter, all belonging to the king, and the property 
of no private person whatever, as far as I have ever heard 
or believe. 

Two privateers, the JJonszeur and the Granville, were 
indeed with the little squadron on going out. I suppose 
to take advantage of its convoy, but being on their own 
account, and at their own discretion, the Monsieur quitted 
company on the coast of Ireland, and the Granville returned 
about the same time to France. I have not heard that the 
~ Monsieur ever claimed any part of the prizes; the Granville, 
has made some claim on account, not only of what were taken 
while she was with the squadron, but of the whole taken after 
her departure, on this pretence, that some prisoners being 
put on board her, and losing company, she found herself 
obliged to go back with them, not having wherewith to 
maintain them, &c. but this claim is opposed by the other 
ships, being regarded as frivolous, as she was not concerted, 
the claim, however, is not yet decided, but hangs in the 
courts. These circumstances shew that the vessels were 
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not considered as a part of the armament. But it appears 
more plainly by the concordat of the captains, whereof I 
send you acopy- Who the owners were, of those privar 
teers, I have not heard. I suppose they may be inhabi- 
tants of Bourdeaux and Granville, 

Question 2d. ‘* Whether any agreement was made by 
you, or any person in your behalf, with the owners of the 
ships concerted with the Alliance, in that expedition respect- 
ing the shares they were severally to draw, of the prizes 
which might be taken during said expedition !” 

Answer. I never made any such agreement, nor any 
person in my behalf. I lent the vessel to the king, simply 
at the minister’s request, supposing it would be agreeable 
to congress to oblige their ally, and that the division, if 
there should be any thing to divide, would be according to 
the laws of France, or of America, as should be found most 
equitable. But the captains, before they sailed, entered 
into an agreement, called the concordat abovementioned, 
to divide, according to the rules of America, as they acted 
under American commissions and colors. 

Question 3d.“ Whether the Serapis and the Scarbo- 
rough, and other captures made during said expedition, were 
divided among the captors, and the distribution made ac- 
cording to the resolutions of congress ; and if not, what 
mode was pursued in making the distributions?” 

-Answere No division has yet been made of the Sera- 
pis and Scarborough. It is but lately that I have heard of 
the money being ready for division at L’Orient. I suppose 
the mode will be, that agreed on by the captains. | 

Question 4th. ‘* What were the neat proceeds of a 
Serapis, Scarborough, and the other prizes taken during 
the said expedition ?” : 

Answer. I have not yet heard what were the neat 
proceeds of the prizes, nor have seen any account. As 
soon as such shall come to my hands, I will transmit it to. 
you, and will endeavor to obtain it speedily. No satisfac- 
tion has yet been obtained for the prizes carried into Nor- 
way, and delivered. up by the king of Denmark. 
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Question 5th. ‘“ What benefit the United States of 
America, have received from the prisoners made during 
said expedition.” 

Answer. ‘ I did Since to have had all the prisoners 
taken by the squadron, to exchange for Americans, in con- 
sideration of my having lent the Alliance; and captain Pear- 
son, engaged in behalf of the British government, by a 
written instrument, that those set on shore in Holland, 
should be considered as prisoners of war to the United 
States, and exchanged accordingly. But I was, neverthe- 
less, disappointed in this expectation. For an exchange of all 
the prisoners being proposed to be made in Holland, it was 
found necessary, at that time, by the Dutch government, in 
order to avoid embroiling their state with England, that 
those prisoners should be considered as taken by France, 
and they were accordingly exchanged for Frenchmen, 
on the footing of the French cartel with England. This I 
agreed to, on the request of the French embassador at the. 
Hague, and also to avoid the risk of sending them by sea 
to France, (the English cruising, with seven ships, off the 
Texel, to retake them) and as it would be more convenient 
and certain for us to have an equal number of English, deli- 
vered to me by France, at or near Morlaix, to be sent over 
in the cartel. But the English government afterwards re- 
fused, very unjustly, to give any Americans in exchange 
for English that had not been taken by Americans. So we 
did not reap the benefit we hoped for. 

Question 6th. ‘* What orders were given to captain 
Landais ?” 


Answer. That he should obey the orders of captain 
Jones. 

Question 7th. ‘ What was the ground of the dispute 
between captain Jones and him?” 

Answer. That when at sea together he refused to obey 
captain Jones’s orders. 

Question 8th. ‘* What the Hicharadneley were on the 
Alliance, from the time of her first arrival in ann until 
she left that kingdom ?” 
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Answer. The disbursements on the Alliance, from the 
time of her first arrival in France till the commencement 
of the cruise under captain Jones, as appears by the ac- 
counts of Mr. Schweighauser, agent appointed by William 
Lee, Esq. amounted to «..ess0s000086 Which I paid. The dis- 
bursements on her refit in Holtand were paid by the king,~ 
as were also those on her second refit, after her return to 
L’Orient, as long as she was under the care of captain 
Jones. Butcaptain Landais, when he re-assumed the com- 
mand of her, thought fit to take what he wanted, of Mr. 
Schweighauser’s agent, tothe amount of £31,668 12s. 3d. 
for which, it being contrary to my orders given to Mr. 
Schweighauser, on his asking them upon the occasion, I 
refused to pay, (my correspondence with him on the occ- 
asion will shew you my reasons) and of those paid by the 
king I have no account. unk i 

Question 9th. ‘“ Why the Alliance lay so long at Port 
-L’Orient, after her arrival there from the Texel, and in 
general, every information in your power respecting the 
Alliance and the expedition referred to?” | 

Answer. ‘“ Her laying solong at L’Orient was first occa- 
sioned by the mutinous disposition of the officers and men, 
who refused to raise the anchors till they should receive 
wages and prize money. I did not conceive they had a 
_ right to demand payment of wages in a foreign country, 

or any where but at the port they came from, no one here 
knowing on what terms they were engaged, what they had 
received, or what was due tothem. The prize money I 
wished them to have, but as that could not soon be ob- 
tained, I thought it wrong in them to detain the vessel on 
that account, and as I was informed many of them were in 
want of necessaries, I advanced twenty-four thousand livres. 
on account, and put it into captain Jones’s hands, to relieve 
and pacify them, that they might go more willingly. But 
they were encouraged by some meddling passengers to 
persist. The king would have taken the prizes, and paid 
for them, at the rate per gun, &c. as he pays for warlike 
vessels, taken by his ships, but they raised a clamor at 
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this, it being put into their heads that it was a project for 
cheating them, and they demanded a sale by auction. The 
minister, who usually gives more, when ships are taken for 
the king, than they will produce by auction, readily con- 
sented to this, when I asked it of him; but then this me- 
thod required time to have them inventoried, advertised 
in different ports, to create a fuller concurrence of buyers, 
&c. captain Jones came up to Paris, to hasten the proceed- 
ings, in his absence captain Landais by the advice of Mr. 
Lee and commodore Gillon, took possession of the ship, and 
kept her long in writing up to Paris, waiting answers, &c. © 
{ have often mentioned to congress the inconvenience of 
putting their vessels under the care of persons, living per- 
haps one hundred leagues from the port they arrive at, 
which necessarily creates delays, and of course enormous 
expenses, and for aremedy, I have as often recommended 
the appointment of consuls, being very sensible of my own 
insufficiency in maritime affairs, which have taken up a vast 
deal of my time, and given me abundance of trouble, to 
the hindrance, sometimes, of more important business. 
I hope these inconveniencies will now be soon removed, by 
the arrival of Mr. Palfrey. 

As the ministry have reasons, if some of the first plans 
had been pursued, to wish the expedition might be under- 
stood as American, the instructions were to be given by, 
me, and the outht was committed to Monsieur de Chau- 
mont, known to be one of our friends, and well acquainted 
with suchaffairs, Monsieur le marquis de la Fayette, who 
was to have been concerned in the execution, can probably 
acquaint you with those reasons; if not, I shall do it here« 
after. It afterwards continued in the hands of M. de Chau- 
mont to the end. I never paid or received a farthing, di- 
rectly or indirectly, on account of the expedition, and the 
captains having made him their trustee and agent, it is to 
him they are to apply for their proportions of the captures. 
There may be something, though I believe very little, 
coming to the United States, from the Alliance’s share of 
asmall ransom made contrary to orders. No account has 
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been rendered to me of that ransom, therefore I cannot 
say how much, but I will enquire about it, and inform you 
hereafter. Most of the colliers taken were burnt or sunk, 
the ships of war taken, I understand, belong wholly to the 
captors. 

If any particulars remain, on which you desire informa- 
tion, be pleased to mention them. I think it my duty to 
give you all the satisfaction in my power, and shall do it 
willingly. 

Being with great regard, gentlemen, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


TRANSLATION. 
Concordat made between cafitain John Paul Jones, and the officere 
of the squadron. 

AGREEMENT between Messieurs John Paul Jones, 
captain of the Bonhomme Richard ; Pierre Landais, captain 
of the Alliance ; Dennis Nicolas Cottineau, captain of the 
Pallas ; Joseph Verage, captain of the Stag; and Philip 
Nicolas Ricot, captain of the Vengeance; composing a 
squadron that shall be commanded by the oldest officer of 
the highest grade, and so on in succession in case of death 
or retreat. None of the said commanders, whilst they are not 
separated from the said squadron, by order of the minister 
shall act but by virtue of the brevet, which they shall have 
obtained from the United States of America, and it is 
agreed that the flag of the United States shall be displayed. 

The division of prizes to the superior officers and crews 
of the said squadron, shall be made agreeable to the Ameri- 
can laws: but it is agreed that the proportion of the whole, 
coming to each vessel in the squadron, shall be regulated by 
the minister of the marine department of France, and the 
minister plenipotentiary of the United States of America. 

A copy of the American laws shall be annexed to the 
present agreement, after having been certified by the com- 
mander of the Bonhomme Richard: but as the said laws 
cannot foresee nor determine as to what may concern the 
vessels and subjects of other nations. It is expressly 
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agreed that whatever may be contrary to them, shall be re- 
gulated by the minister of the French marine, and the 
minister plenipotentiary of the United States of America. 

It is likewise agreed that the orders given by the minister 
of the French marine, and the minister plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America shall be executed. 

Considering the necessity there is of preserving the 
interests of each individual, the prizes that shall be taken 
shall be remitted to the orders of monsieur le Ray. de 
Chaumont, honorary intendant of the royal Hotel of Invalids, 
who has furnished the expenses of the armament of the 
said squadron, 

It has been agreed, that Mr. le Ray de Chaumont, be 
requested not to give up the part of the prizes coming to all 
the crews, and to each individual of the said squadron, but 
to their order, and to be responsible for the same in his own 
and proper name. 

Whereas the ‘said squadron has been formed for the pur- 
pose of injuring the commonenemies of France and Ame- 
rica: it has been agreed that such armed vessels, whether 
French or American, may be associated therewith as by 
common consent; shall be found suitable for the purpose, 
and that they shall have such proportion of the prizes 
which shall be taken, as the laws of their respective coun- 
tries allow them. , | 

In case of the death of the beforémentioned comman- 
ders of vessels, he shall be replaced agreeably to the order 
of the tariff, with liberty however, for the success, or to 
chuse whether he will remain on board his own vessel, and 
give up to the next in order, the command of the vacant 
ship. Dy | 

It has moreover been agreed, that the commander of the 
Stag shall be excepted from the last article of this present 
agreement, because in case of a disaster to Mr. de Varage; 
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he shall be replaced by his second in command, and so on by 
the other officers of his cutter the Stag. 
| J. P. JON ES, 
P. LANDAIS, 
DE COTTINEAY., 
VARAGE, 
LE RAY DE CHAUMONT. 3 
PE RICOTTA 


To Samuel Huntington, Esq. President of congress. 
_Passy, May 3, 1781. 
Sir, : , 

ENCLOSED are copies of a number of public letters 
taken from the English in a late New York packet, of which 
I have already sent duplicates by several conveyances. 

: I have the honor to be, &c. 

B. FRANKLIN. 


To the same. 
Passy, May 14, 1781. 
“-Srr, 

I DID myself the honor of writing to your excellency 
pretty fully, on the 12th of March, to which I beg leave te 
refer.. Colonel Laurens arriving soon after, we renewed 
the application for more money. His indefatigable endea- 
vors have brought the good dispositions of this court to a 
more speedy determination of making an addition, than 
could well have been expected so soon after the former grant. 
As he will have an opportunity of acquainting you person- 
ally with all the particulars of importance, a circumstantial 
account of the transaction from me is unnecessary. I would 
only mention that as it is the practice here to consider early 
in the year, the probable expenses of the campaign, and 
appropriate the revenues to the several necessary services, 
all subsequent and unexpected demands are extremely in- 
convenient and disagreeable, as they cannot be answered. - 
without difficulty, occasion much embarrassment, and are 
sometimes impracticable. If therefore, the congress have 
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not on this occasion obtained all they wished, they will 
impute it to the right cause, and not suppose a want of good 
will in our friends, who indeed are such, most firmly and 
sincerely. The whole supply for the current year now 
amounts to twenty millions, but out of this are to be paid 
your usual drafts for interest money, those in favor of 
M. Beaumarchais, and those heretofore drawn on Mr. Jay 
and Mr. Laurens, which I have already either paid or en- 
gaged for, with the support of your several ministers, &c. 
which I mention that the congress may avoid the embar- 
rassing my successor with drafts which perhaps he may not 
have the means in his hands: of honoring: 

Besides paying the second year’s salaries of Messieurs 
Adams and Dana, Jay and Carmichael, I have furnished 
Mr. Dana with £1500 sterling credit on Petersburg, for 
which place I suppose he is now on his way. You will re- 
ceive from Holland advices of the late declaration of that 
court, with regard to the English refusal of its mediation, 
and of the assistance requested by the States General. I 
hope Mr. Dana will find it well disposed towards us. ' 

Lhave received no answer yet to my letters relating to 
the proposed mode of lodging funds here, by supplying the 
French fleet and army. 

Having as yet heard nothing of colonel Palfrey, and it 
being now more than four months since he sailed, there is 
a great reason to fear he may be lost. If that should un- 
happily be the case, the congress cannot too soon appoint 

another consul, such an officer being really necessary here. 
Your minister plenipotentiary has hitherto had all that sort 
of business upon his hands, and as I do not now speak for 
myself, I may speak more freely, I think he should be freed 
from the burden of Such affairs, from all concerns in mak. 
ing contracts for furnishing sipnkes, and from all your bill 
of exchange business, &c. that he may be more at liberty 
to attend to the duties of his political functions. ; 

The prisoners in England are encreasing by the late prac- 
tice of sending our people from New York, and the refusal 
of the English admiralty to exchange any Americans for 
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Englishmen not taken by American armed vessels. fF 
would mention it for the consideration of congress, whether 
it may not be well to set apart five or six hundred English 
prisoners, and refuse them all exchange in America, but 
for our countrymen now confined in England. 

Agreeable to the vote of congress, and your excellency’s 
letter of the 4th January, I have requested the assistance 
of this court for obtaining the release of Mr. President 
Laurens: it does not yet appear that the thing is practica- 
ble. What the present situation is of that unfortunate gen- 
tlemen, may be gathered from the enclosed letters. 

‘I hope the Alliance, with the ship Marquis de la Fayette 
under her convoy, are by this time arrived, as they sailed 
the twenty-seventh of March. I flatter myself that the 
supplies of clothing, &c. which they carry, will be found 
good of the kind and well bought. 

I have by several late opportunities, sent copies of the 
government letters, taken in the New York Packet. Your 
excellency will see that they aré written in the perfect per- 
suasion of our submitting speedily, and that the commis- 
sioners are cautioned not to promise too much with regard 
to the future constitutions to be given ts, as many changes 
of the old may be necessary, &c. One cannot read those 
letters from the American secretary of state and his under 
secretary Knox, without a variety of reflections on the state 
we should necessarily be in, if obliged to make the submis- 
sion they so fondly hope ae but which I trust m God 
they will never see. =~ 

Their affairs in the East Indies by the late sccounts 
grow worse and worse. And twenty-two ships of the 
prey they made in the west, are wrenched out of their 
jaws by the squadron of M. de la Motte Piquet. 

I mentioned in a former letter, my purpose of remaining 
here for some time after I should be superceded. I mean 
it with the permission of congress, and on the supposition 
of no orders being sent me to the contrary, and I hope it 


will be so understood. 
With the greatest Eaepet; 


I have the honor to be, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 
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To Sir Grey Cooper, Baronet, Secretary to the treasury of Great 
. Britain. | : 


Passy, November 7, 1780. 
SIR, . 

I UNDERSTAND that Mr. Laurens an American 
gentleman, for whom I have a great esteem, is a prisoner in 
the Tower, and that his health suffers by the closeness and 
rigour of his confinement. As I do not think that your 
affairs receive any advantage from the harshness of this 
proceeding, I take the freedom of requesting your kind 
interposition, to obtain for him such a degree of air and 
liberty on his parole or otherwise, as may be necessary for 
his health and comfort. The fortune of war which is daily 
changing, may possibly put it in my power to do the like 
good office for some friend of yours, which I shall perform 
with much pleasure, not only for the sake of humanity, but 
in respect to the ashes of our former friendship. 


With great regard, I have the honor to be, &e. 
B. FRANKLIN 


From Sir Grey Cooper, to Dr. Franklin. 


London, November 29, 1780. 
SIR, 

J HAVE received the honor of your letter in which you 
acquainted me, that you understood that the health of Mr. 
Laurens suffered by the closeness and rigor of his confine- 
ment in the Tower, and after complaining of the harshness 
of this proceeding, you request me to endeavor to obtain 
for Mr. Laurens, such a degree of air and liberty as may 
be necessary for his health and comfort. The enclosed 
letter which I received from the lieutenant governor of the 
Tower, will shew that I have not been inattentive to your 
request, and at the same time prove that the intelligence 
you receive of what passes in this country, is not always 
what is to be. depended on, for its accuracy and correctness. 

' I have the hqnor tobe, &c. 

GREY COOPER. 
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From the Lieutenant Governor of the Tower of London, to Sir 
Grey Cooper 
Hampstead, November 27, 1780. 
DEAR SIR, 

I AM much ashamed to think I shall appear so dilatory 
in answering the favor of your letter, but the truth is, I 
was not in town when the messenger left it in Cork-street, 
and by the neglect of my servants, I received it only on 
Sunday last, I went immediately to the Tower to know 
from Mr. Laurens himself, if he had any cause of com- 
plaint, and if he had ‘availed’ himself of the indulgence 
allowed him, by the secretary of state, of walking within 
the Tower whenever it was agreeable to himself; his answer 
to me was full and frank to the questions, that he had re- 
ceived every reasonable indulgence since his confinement, 
and that by the liberty allowed him of walking, he found 
his health much mended; he said at the same time, he had 
always thought himself highly honored, by the distinguished 
place of his confinement, and regretted much it was not in 
his power, to make known to all the world the acknowlege- 
ments he had more than once made to me upon this subject. 

I beg you will do me the favor to communicate these par- 
ticulars to lord George Germaine as soon as convenient. 

I have the honor to be, dear sir, &c. 


CH: VERNON. 


To francis Lewis, Esq. 


Passy; May 16, 1781.. 
SIR, 

I RECEIVED the letter you did me the honor of writ- 
ing to me the ist January. The bill for four thousand four 
hundred and forty-four Mexican dollars, which you remit- 
ted to Mr. Schweighauser, being refused payment by Mr. 
Jay, for want of a regular endorsement by Mr. Laurens, 
in whose favor it was dr awn, and which endorsement could 
not now be obtained ; Mr. Schweighauser applied to me in- 
forming me that he should not send the things ordered by 


1781. WITH CONGRESS. 93 


your board, unlesss the bill was paid, and it appearing on 
the face of the bill that it was drawn for public service, I 
concluded to take it up, on which he has purchased the 
things and shipped them, colonel Laurens has put on board 
some other supplies ‘for the army, and I suppose. she will 
now sail directly. 

The drafts from congress upon me > for various services, 
and those on Mr. Jay and Mr. Laurens, all coming upon me 
for payment, together with the expenses on the ships, &c. 
have made it impracticable for me to advance more for load- 
ing the Active; but as we have obtained lately, promises of 
a considerable aid for this year, I shall now try what I can 
do, as the money comes in, towards supplying what is de- 
manded in the invoice you mention. You will receive, I hope, 
twenty-eight cannon, and a large quantity of powder and 
saltpetre, by the ship Marquis de la Fayette. 

I have by several opportunities written in answer to your 
questions, relative to the ship Alliance. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


Please to present my respects to the board. 


‘To Samuel Huntington, Esq. President of Congress. 
Passy, Yune 11, 1781. 
SIR, 

I HAVE lately done myself the honor of writing largely 
to your excellency, by divers conveyances, to which I beg 
leave torefer. This is chiefly to cover the copy of a letter 
[ have just received from the minister relative to the dispo- 
sition of the late loans, by which will be seen the situation I 
am in, with respect to my acceptances of the quantity of 
bills drawn by congress, on Mr. Jay, Mr. Laurens, Mr. 
Adams, and self, which I entered into, in the expectation both 
colonel Laurens and myself entertained, that a part of these 
loans might be applied to the paymentrof these bills, but 
which J am now told cannot be done without an express or- 
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der from congress. I shall endeavor to change the senti- 
ments of the court in this respect, but am not sure of suc- 
ceeding. 

I must therefore request that a resolution of congress 
may immediately be sent, empowering me to apply as much 
of those loans as shall be necessary for the discharge of all 
such drafts of congress, or for the repayment of such sums 
as I may in the mean time be obliged to borrow for the dis= 
charge of those drafts. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN: 


TRANSLATION. 


From the Count de Vergennes to Dr. Franklin. 


Versailles, Fune 8, 1781. 
SIR, 

I HAVE received the letter you did me the honor to 
write me the 4th instant, I do not know whether Mr. Lau- 
rens has purchased the clothing in Holland on account of 
congress ; I only know and you were likewise informed of it 
at the same time, that this officer was to employ for his pur- 
chases in France, part of the six millions the king has granted 
to the congress ; and that the residue of this sum was intended 
to be sent to America, with a view of re-establishing the cre- 
dit of the United States. If Mr. Laurens instead of paying 
ready money in Holland, has contented himself with giving 
bills on you, I have no concern in it, and the king can fur 
nish no means for your reimbursement: 

As to the monies arising from the loan opened in Hol- 
land, we have no pretensions to regulate the employment 
of them, as they belong to the United States. You must 
therefore, sir, apply to congress for the power of disposing 
of them, in discharge of the drafts drawn on you from all 
quarters. 

| I have the honor of being, &c. 

DE VERGENNES. 
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To Samuel Huntington Esg. President of Congress. 
Passy, Fuly 11, 1781. 
Sir, 

THE numbet of congress bills that have been drawn on 
the ministers in Spain and Holland, which I am by my 
acceptances obliged to pay, as well as those drawn upon 
myself, the extreme importance of supporting the credit of 
congress, which would be disgraced in a political, as well as 
a pecuniary light, through all the courts of Europe, if these 
bills should go back protested, and the unexpected delays 
arising with regard to the intended loan in Holland; all 
these considerations have induced me to stop the one mil-_ 
lion, five hundred thousand livres, which were to have 
been sent by way of Amsterdam. | 

As soon as more money can be furnished me by the 
court, I shall take care to replace that sum, and forward 
with it as great an addition as possible. I am now solicit- 
ing supplies of clothing, arms, ammunition, &c. to replace 
what has been unfortunately lost in the Marquis de la 
Fayette, and hope to succeed. 

Captain Jackson who is truly zealous for the service, has 
been exceedingly solicitous and earnest with me, to induce 
me to permit the money to go in this ship; but for the rea~ 
sons abovementioned, I find it absolutely necessary to 
retain it for the present, which I doubt not, will be approved 
of by congress. 

With great respect, 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To the same. 
Passy, September 13, 1781. 
SIR, 

{ DULY received the two letters your excellency did 
me the honor of writing to me, both dated the 19th June, 
together with the letter addressed to the king and the three 

N 
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commissioners, with the instructions relative to the nego- 
ciations for peace. I immediately went to Versailles and 
presented the letter, which was graciously received. I 
communicated also to M. le Compte de Vergennes, a copy 
of your instructions after having decyphered them. He 
read them while I was with him, and expressed his satis- 
faction with the unreserved confidence placed_in his court 
by the congress, assuring me that they never would have 
cause to regret it, for that the king had the honor of the 
United States at heart, as well as their welfare and indepen- 
dence. Indeed this has already been manifested in the ne- 
gociations relative to the plenipotentiaries, and I have had 
so much experience of his majesty’s goodness to us, in the 
aids afforded us from time to time, and of the sincerity of 
this upright and able minister, who never promised me any 
thing which he did not punctually perform, that I cannot 
but think the confidence well and judiciously placed, and 
that it will have happy effects. 

I have communicated to Mr. Adams andto Mr. Jay, the 
purport of your dispatches. Mr. Adams already had re- 
ceived the same: by the first safe conveyance, I shalt 
acquaint the congress with the steps that have been taken 
in the negociation. At present I would only say, that the 
settling of preliminaries meets with difficulty, and will pro- 
bably take much time, partly from the remoteness of the 
mediators, so that any relaxation of our warlike prepara- 
tions in expectation of a speedy peace, will be imprudent as 
it may be pernicious. . 

Iam extremely sensible of the honor done me by the 
congress in this new appointment. Ibeg they would ac- 
cept my thankful acknowlegements; and since they judge I 
may be serviceable, though I had requested leave to retire, 
I submit dutifully to their determination, and shall do my 


utmost to merit in some degree, the favorable opinion —— 


‘they appear to have of me. [am the more encouraged in 
this resolution, as within these last three months, I find my 
health and strength consider ably re-established. 


aa 
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I wish however, that a consul. general may soon be ap-. 
pointed for this kingdom: it would ease me of abundance 
of troublesome business to which I am not equal, and. which 
interferes with my own important functions. 

The king having graciously complied with my request of 
replacing the supplies lost in the Marquis de la Fayette, 
many hands are employed in providing them, who work 
hard to have them ready and shipped, so as that they may 
sarrive before winter. 


With the highest respect, 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN, 


P. S. The copying machine for Mr. secretary Thomp- 
son, is in hand, and will soon be finished and sent to him. 


To Thomas M:Kean, Esg. President of Congress. 
Passy, November 5, 1781. 
SIR, 

HEREWITH you will receive a copy of my last, since 
which I have been honored with two letters from the late 
president, the one dated March 2d, relating to captain Jones’s 
cross of merit, which I have communicated as directed ; 
~the other dated July 5th, respecting the release and ex- 
change of Mr. Laurens. Having no direct communication 
with the British ministers, and Mr. Burke appearing by a 
letter to me warmly interested in favor of his friend, general 
Burgoyne, to prevent his being recalled, I have requested 
and empowered him to negociate that exchange, and I soon 
expect his answer. 

The late practice of sending to England prisoners taken 
in America, has greatly augmented the number of those 
unfortunate men, and proportionably increased the expense 
of relieving them. The subscriptions for that purpose in 
England have ceased. The allowance I have made them 
of sixpence each per week, during the summer, though 
small, amounts to a considerable sum; and during the 
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winter I shall be obliged to double, if not treble it. The 
admiralty there, will not accept any English in exchange, 
but such as have been taken by Americans ; and absolutely 
refuse to allow any of the paroles given to our privateers 
by English prisoners discharged at sea, except in one 
instance, that of fifty-three men taken in the Snake sloop, 
by the Pilgrim and Rambler, which was a case attended, as 
they say, with some particular circumstances. I know not 
what the circumstances were, but shall be glad to see the 
fifty-three of our people, whom they promised to send me by 
the first cartel. I have above five hundred other paroles, 
solemnly given in writing, by which the Englishmen pro- 
mised either to send of our people in exchange, or to sur- 
render themselves to me in France; not one of which has 
been regarded, so little faith and honor remains in that 
corrupted nation. Our privateers when in the European 
seas, will rarely bring in their prisoners, when they can 
get rid of them at sea. 

Some of our poor brave countrymen, have been in that 
cruel captivity now near four years. I hope the congress 
willtake this matter into immediate consideration, and find 
some means for their deliverance, and to prevent the send- 
ing more from America. By my last accounts, the number 
now in the several prisons amount to upwards of eight 
hundred. I request also some directions from congress 
(having never received any) respecting the allowance to be 
made to them, while they remain there. They complain 
that the food given them is insufficient. Their petition to 
the English government to have an equal allowance with the 
French and Spanish prisoners, has been rejected; which 
makes the small pecuniary assistance I can send them, more 
necessary. Ifacertain number of English prisoners could 
be set apart in America, treated exactly in the same man- 
ner, and their exchange refused till it should be agreed to set 
those at liberty in Europe, one might hope to succeed in pro- 
curing the discharge of our people. Those who escape and 
pass through France to get home, put me also toa yery 
great expense for their land journies, which would be pre-~ 
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vented if they were exchanged, as they would be landed 
here in the ports. , 

The embassador of Venice told me, that he was charged 
by the senate to express to me their grateful sense of the 
friendly behaviour of captain Barry, commander of the 
Alliance, in rescuing one of the ships of their state, from 
an English privateer, and setting her at liberty. And he 
requested me to communicate this acknowlegement to con- 
gress. 

There is a complaint from Holland against captain Jones, 
for having taken the brigantine Berkenbosch, and sending 
her to America; and I have been desired to lay before 
congress the enclosed depositions relating to that capture, 
and to request their attention to it. ‘The embassador of 
Portugal also, frequently asks me if I have received any 
answer to their complaint long since sent over; I wish it 
was in my power to give him one of some kind or other. 
But none has yet come to my hands. I need not mention 
the importance of attending to the smallest complaints. 
The, neglect of them sometimes having very serious con- 
sequences. 

The mediation proposed, is not yet agreed to by England, 
who refuses to treat with our United States but as a sove- 
reign with subjects ; and I apprehend that a change in that 
resolution is only to be expected from time, the growing 
insupportable expense of the war, or a course of misfor- 
tunes in the progress of it. The spirits of that nation have 
been continually kept up by the flattering accounts sent over 
of our being weary of the contest, and on the point of sub- 
mission. Their ministers, as appears by their imtercept- 
ed letters, have been themselves so far deceived, as to ex- 
pect daily those submissions, and to have the pleasure of 
laying them before the king. We may perhaps be able to 
guess a little by the king’s speech, at the approaching new 
session of parliament, whether they still continue under 
this delusion. As long as it subsists, peace is not to be 
expected. | 
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A loan has been proposed to be: obtained for us of the 
states of Holland, on the credit of this government. All 
public operations are slow in that country, and though the 
affair it at length said to be concluded, it is not-yet execut- 
ed. Considerable advances have, however, been made 
here, in expectation of being reimbursed by it. The last 
aids granted us, have been so absorbed by my payment of 
the drafts on Mr. Jay and Mr. Adams, and acceptance of 
those for the enormous unexpected purchases in Holland, 
which were to have gone in captain Gillon’s ship, but left 
behind, that I shall have nothing to spare for extraordinaries, 
unless some of the Holland loan comes soon into my hands, 
Tam now told from Amsterdam, that the two ships freighted 
there to carry these goods are detained, as their contract 
was to sail under convoy of the South Carolina, which left 
them, and they must now take more men to defend them ; 
and of consequence claim a higher freight, and to have it 
paid before they sail, unless I will buy the ships and send 
them on account of congress, neither of which is in my 
power to do. It was with reluctance I engaged in that 
affair, having little confidence in captain Gillon’s manage- 
ment, and fearing some embarrassment of our credit, I 
consented in fine, to engage for the payment of ten thousand 
pounds sterling, being the value of the goods suitable for 
congress, said to be already shipt in that vessel; and as there 
was said to be still more room, and she was thought a safe 
conveyance to furnish an additional sum to fill that supposed 
vacancy, which I limited to five thousand pounds sterling 
more. You will judge of my surprize when I saw the 
accounts of that additional purchase, which amounted 
instead of five, to fifty thousand pounds sterling. I at 
first absolutely refused to pay for them. But captain Jack-- 
son came to me from thence express, urged that the pur-. 
chase was made by order of colonel Laurens, that the goods 
were on board; that if I would not undertake to pay forthem, 
they must be re-landed and returned or sold, which would 
be a public disgrace to us, that they were all articles ex- 
ceedingly wanted in America, &e. In fine I was prevailed, 
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upon and accepted the bills, and was obliged to go with this 
after-clap to the ministers, a proceeding always disagreea- 
ble, after the dispositions of the funds of the year have been 
arranged; and more so in this case, as the money was to be 
paid for the manufactures of other countries, and not laid 
out in those of this kingdom, by whose friendship it was 
furnished. This fresh grant was at first absolutely refused. 
At length I obtained it, and I hoped the difficulty was over. 
But after all the officers declare the ship overloaded, that 
there was not room to lodge the people and provisions, nor 
to act in fighting her; the goods are turned out into two 
other ships, those are left, and it is now proposed to me 
either to buy them, or to advance a freight nearly equal to 
the value. I cannot make a new demand for this purpose, 
and I shall not wonder if this government, observing how 
badly our shipping and transporting the supplies is managed, 
should take that business for the future intirely into its own 
hands, as they have begun to do in the case of replacing the 
cargo of the Marquis de la Fayette, and indeed until some 
active, intelligent person, skilled in maritime affairs, is 
placed here as consul, I cannot but think it will be much 
better executed, and more for our advantage. Some con- 
siderable parts of that new cargo are already shipped, and 
the rest I hear in great forwardness. 

The very friendly disposition of this court still continues, 
and will I hope continue forever. From my own inclina- 
tion, as well as in obedience to the order of congress, every 
_ thing in my power shall be done to cultivate that disposi- 
tion, but I trust it will be remembered that the best friends 
may be overburthened ; that by too frequent, too large, and 
too unfortunate demands upon it, the most cordial frienship 
may be wearied; and as nothing is more teazing than repeat- 
ed unexpected demands for money, I hope the congress 
will absolutely put an end to the practice of drawing on 
their ministers, and thereby obliging them to worry their 
respective courts for the means of payment. It may have 
otherwise very ill effects in depressing the spirit of a mini- 
ster, and destroying that freedom of representation, which 
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on many occasions it might be proper for him to make 
use of. We | 

I heartily congratulate you, sir, on your being called to 
‘the honorable and important office of president, and wish 
you every kind of prosperity. 

Be pleased to present my dutiful respects to the con- 
gress, and believe me to be, with great and sincere esteem 
and respect, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


Substance of the protest of Captain Ary de Neif, commanding the 
brigantine Berkenbosch. ir 


ON the 4th of August, 1780, captain Ary de Neif, com- 
manding the brigantine Berkenbosch, the property of Messrs. 
Van de Perre and Myneers of Middleburg in Zealand, 
being duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists of Almighty 
God, before Alexander Jeune, secretary, of the noble grant- 
ed general, West India company, at St. Eustatia, did de- 
pose and say, that on the fifteenth day of August, 1779, he 
sailed from Middleburg, in the abovementioned brigan- 
tine, bound for Liverpool, where he arrived on the twenty- 
seventh day of August, 1779, that at Liverpool, he took in 
a cargo of lead aad pilchards, from whence he sailed on the 
27th day of December, 1779, for Leghorn, that on the 
eighth day of January, 1780, in the northern latitude of 
40 degrees, longitude 3 degrees and 34 minutes, he fell in ! 
with captain John P. Jones, who hailed the brig, and ordered 
the said captain Ary de Neif, together with all his papers 
on board the Lyon, (captain Jones’s own ship) Then he 
(captain John Paul Jones) examined captain Ary de Neif’s 
papers, and broke the seals of all his letters, at the same 
time, declaring his vessel to be a lawful prize, upon the 
principle of her being American property, though assured 
by captain de Neif, that though she was formerly Ameri- 
can property, she then belonged to the subjects of the 
United Provinces, and that captain Jones might see it by 
his papers; that captain Jones answered, that every thing 
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was English property, and asked him what wages would 
be an inducement for him to navigate the said brigantine 
Berkenbosch to America, he putting on board her some of 
his own crew, and taking her crew on board the Lion ; that 
his proposal, though often urged by captain Jones, captain 
Ary de Neif refused accepting. That captain Jones then 
sent a prize master and four men on board the brigantine, at 
the same time, ordering four men and a boy of the brig’s crew 
onboard his own ship. That he kept captain Ary de Neif; 
closely confined on board the Lion, till the ninth instant, 
when he permitted the captain, a passenger, and one man 
to go on board and depart with the brig, detaining the cook 
on board the Lion: that on the eleventh of March, he was 
taken within sight of St. Eustatia, by two British ships of 
war, and that one eighth part of his cargo was condemned. 
by a court of admiralty at Barbadoes, and that his protest 
against captain Jones, and the two captains of his Britannic 
majesty’s ships, for breaking open his letters, examining 
his papers, depriving him of part of his crew, and con- 
demning one eighth part of his cargo. 
Certificate from capfitain Ary de Neif, to chevalier Jones. 

I Ary de Neif, master of the brigantine called the 
Berkenbosch, from Liverpool to Leghorn, do certify to the 
best of my knowlege and belief, that the whole of the cargo 
on board my said vessel, is really and truly British proper- 
ty; particularly the lead and red herrings. Witness my 
hand, on board the Alliance, at sea off cape Fi inisterre, thig 


ninth day of January, 1780. 
ARY DE NEIF. 


Witness, GEO. CONYNGHAM; 
FITCH POOL. 
A true copy from the rough draft now in my handss 
PAUL JONES: 
Oo 
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TRANSLATION. | 
Frem Count de Vergennes to Dr. Franklin. 
Versailles, October 24, 1781. 
SIR, 

I HAVE the honor to transmit you a memorial directed 
to me, from Messieurs La Marque and Fabre, wherein you 
will see that those two gentlemen have supplied Mr. Gillon 
with several articles of merchandize, and that this commo- 
dore went away without paying them. It is unknown to 
me, whether you have im hands any funds belonging either 
to the said Mr. Gillon, or the state of South Carolina. In 
the case you have, I make not the least doubt, but you will 
look upon it as matter of justice, to discharge the said debt, 
and should you have none, I request it of you as a favor, 
that you would strongly recommend to congress, the inte- 
rests of Messieurs La Marque and Fabre. 


I have the honor most sincerely to be, &c. 
DE VERGENNES. 


Mr. Franklin does not know that the following memorial 
concerns the congress, but at the request of M. de Ver- 
gennés,. transmits it. | B. F. 


TRANSLATION. 
A Memorial from Messrs. La Marque and Fabre, to his excellency 
__ the count de Vergennes, Minister and Secretary of State, for the 
_ department of Foreign Affairs. 
_ May IT ®LEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

THE memorial of the Sieurs La Marque and Fabre, 
merchant. drapers in Paris, St. Bond street, humbly shew- 
eth, that on the 12th April, 1780, your petitioners con- 
tracted to supply clothing for troops with Mr. Gillon, who 
was in the service of the United States of America, being 
commodore fromthe state of South Carolina, and their re- 
presentative invested with powers from them, and that this 
contract was on our part, executed-to the satisfaction of the 
said Mr. Gillon, who in consequence drew bills on the 
house of Messieurs Banquet and Pache, bankers in Paris, 
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payable to your petitioners in July 1781, to the amount of 
£50,227, and for other articles furnished, he is debtor in 
all for £51,291. 

Last May, said-Mr. Gillon being then in Paris, promis-~ 
ed your petitioners that on his arrival in Amsterdam, he 
would procure them the amount of the balance due to them 
from his correspondents in said city, they took his word for 
it, and expected payment in this way. Your petitioners, 
sir, received a letter from said commodore, dated the 19th 
July, in which he wrote them, that having settled his affairs 
with bills at six and nine months sight, he would be glad to 
know of them, whether it would suit them to take the ac- 
ceptations of a solid house in Amsterdam, at six and nine 
and twelve months, with offer to make good to them the 
delay of payment. The 27th of the same month, an an- 
swer was sent to said Mr. Gillon, that his offers were ac- 
cepted, this last letter, sir, has remained without any direct 
answer from the debtor of your petitioners, as well as those 
that have been wrote since, he contenting himself to get 
his nephew, named Nixon, to write, that though Mr. Gil- 
lon’s armament in the Texel engrossed his attention, yet he 
did not lose sight of our object, which he would terminate 
in a manner satisfactory to us, at his return to Amsterdam, 
which we might depend upon. The said commodore hav- 
ing hitherto most strictly fulfilled all his promises, your 
petitioners were patiently waiting the day for the fulfilment 
of the last, when to their great surprise and sorrow, they. 
were informed of the departure of their debtor, with a rich 
cargo from the Texel for America, where it is supposed 
that he arrived about the latter end of September, if not 
molested in his way, being a prime sailer. At the receipt 
of this affecting piece of intelligence, the first care of your 
excellency’s petitioners, was to apply to Mr. Franklin, 
the minister of the United States of America, and relate 
to him the sad situation they were in; who having perused 
the contract and the engagements entered into by the said 
Mr. Gillon, assured them that they had the guarantee of 
the state of South Carolina, that they should lose nothing, 
and he would use his influence in their behalf. 
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Though the debt is secured by the guarantee of that state, 
the time of payment being not determined, and your peti- 
tioners being under engagements to be fulfilled, and con- 
tracted on account of the articles delivered to said Mr. 
Gillon, in order to accelerate the payment of what is due 
tothem they flatter themselves, that if your excellency 
would honor them with his recommendation to Mr. Frank- 
lin, this minister of the United States, in consequence of 
his benevolence, and in order to prevent the injury which 
the national credit of his country might receive from the 
conduct of the commodore who was invested with powers 
from his state, which like the rest of them, is under the 
authority of congress, we presume to think that for a sum 
so inconsiderable with respect to the United States, though 
very considerable to your petitioners, Mr. Franklin would 
not refuse to take measures with them for the discharge of 
the debt, which might be made payable at such periods of 
time, as he would choose. No words could express the 
sense of gratitude, your petitioners would feel, would your 
excellency condescend to recommend their case to Mr. 
Franklin. 7 

This minister could be able to recover the debt even be- 
fore the time, for the fulfilment of the obligations he might 
contract was elapsed, said Mr. Gillon having sailed in one 
of the strongest and best sailing frigates, named after, and 
belonging to the said state, the crew whereof were clothed 
' partly with the supplies your petitioners have furnished, 
your petitioners have not the least doubt but that the first 
care of the commodore after his arrival, will be to make 
remittances to them, and thereby discharge himself and the 
province he belongs to; which remittances Mr. Franklin 
himself could receive was he to be so kind as to comply with 
the proposals of your petitioners, by writing himself to 
America for the purpose. 

May God 3 in mercy grant the prayers sent up to Heaven 
in behalf of your excellency, by your most humble pe- 
titioners. . ; 

Your excellency’s petitioners having just been informed 
by Mr. Franklin, that Mr. Gillon instead of going to 
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America had put into Corunna to take in provisions, hav- 
ing consumed those he took in whilst in the Texel, during 
the few weeks he was cruising on the coast of England, 
have wrote this day to monsieur Destournelles his majes- 
ty’s consul at Corunna, requesting him to compel by virtue 
ef the vouchers sent to him, the said commodore, to pay 
the £51,291 he owes to your excellency’s petitioners, and 
as they have no prospect should this opportunity fail, to re- 
ceive this sum till after the long process of time, as Mr. 
Franklin told them, they humbly request your excellency 
to honor them with his protection, and to require that orders 
be given for this sum to be secured in case your petitioners 
be not too late, and said Mr. Gillon has not sailed from 
Corunna. 


Dr. Franklin to Major W. Jackson. 
Passy, Fune 28, 1781. 
Sir, 

SINCE my acceptance of your bills, I have applied to 

the ministry for more money to discharge the other engage- 
ments I entered into for payment of the congress bills 
drawn on Holland and Spain. I find so much difficulty, and 
even impossibility of obtaining it at-this time, that I am- 
under the absolute necessity of stopping the cash that is in 
Holland, or of ruining all the credit of the States in Europe, 
and even in America, by stopping payment. 
_ This is therefore to order, that in case the said cash has 
been delivered to you by messieurs Fizeaux and Grand, 
you would immediately return it into their hands to remain 
there at my disposal. 

I am sorry that this operation is necessary, but it must 
be done, or the consequences will be terrible. 


I have the honor to be, &e. 
B. FRANKLIN. 
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Major Jackson to Dr, Franklin. 
Amsterdam, Fune 29, 1781. 
irik; 

__I HAVE the honor to inform your excellency, that I 
got to Amsterdam on Tuesday morning. It has been 
thought advisable to wait a few days, that we may sail with 
a Dutch squadron of fourteen sail, destined as a convoy to 
the Baltic. The loss of theship Marquis de la Fayette, 
which is confirmed by Lloyd’s list, renders every precaution 
necessary, and essential to prevent a farther disappointment 
im supplies. | 

I hope your excellency will approve of the reasons for 
delaying our departure, which must be amply compensated 


by the benefit of a convoy through the North Sea. I 


beg leave to request, that Colonel Laurens’s servant may 
be informed, should he apply to your excellency, that, if 
he leaves Paris immediately, and travels with dispatch, he 
will reach this place in time to embark with us for Ame- 
rica. Any commands which your excellency may please to 
honor me with, and which may be transmitted by him, will 
be faithfully attended to. 

if beg you will present my best respects to your grandson. 

I have the honor to as with profound respect, &c. 


W. JACKSON. 


From the same. 

Amsterdam, Fuly 2, 1781. 
SIR, ae | 
I WAS yesterday honored with your excellency’s letter 


of the 28th ult. while at the Texel, superintending some 
matters relating to the ship. Equally concerned for the 


cause, as surprised at the manner in which Mr. Fizeaux was . 


e ° ry 
resolved to execute it in case the money had been already 


shipped. I must beg leave to inform you fully of this busi- 
ness, and to request your excellency’s final determination 
thereon. 

- Colonel Laurens, as your excellency knows, was sent 
by congress to the court of Versailles, with a special com- 
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mission....the purport of his mission you are well acquaint. 
ed with; it was to obtain certain supplies in specie and 
military stores. " 

By the most unremitting assiduity, he so far succeeded 
as to procure amongst others, a sum of money to be ship- 
ped in Holland by the South Carolina frigate, which was 
deemed by the court of France a safe and convenient con- 
veyance, as it would divide the risque which must have 
been incurred, by placing the whole on board of one vessel. 
That sum was sent to this place by Mr. Necker, and lodg- 
ed in the house‘of Fizeaux and Grand, to be by them de- 
livered to me, agreeable to the following order, the original 
of which is now in my possession, having very fortunately 
for me, recovered it from them after they received your 
instructions. 


TRANSLATION. | 
Paris, May 12, 1781. 
GENTLEMEN, 

THIS letter will be delivered to you by Mr. William 
Jackson, captain of infantry in the service of the United 
States, to whom I request you to deliver the 130,655 dol- 
lars and the £720,000 in crowns, which you have received 
on my account by the way of Brussels. Mr. Jackson will 
give you a receipt for it, in which he will express that these 
two sums have been delivered to him pursuant to the inten- 
tion of Mr. Fohn Laurens, an American officer now at Paris, 
whose orders he will follow on this subject. You will be 
pleased to send me afterwards this receipt, with a statement 
of allthe expenses due to you. I will have them reim~ 
bursed here to Mr. Grand. 

| I am Gentlemen, &c. 


3 NECKER. 
_M. M. Grand, Fizeaux, & Co. Amsterdam. 
Messieurs Fizeaux and Grand, have in pursuance of 


your excellency’s directions, refused to deliver it. This 
sir, being a distinct transaction, executed altogether at the 
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instance of the honorable John Laurens, Esq. special minis- 
ter at the court of Versailles from the United States, and 
by him committed to my further care, I conceive myself 
indispensably bound to remonstrate to your excellency, on 
the late order given by you to Messieurs Fizeaux and 
Grand, directing the detention of that money, and to in- 
form you that if they are not repealed, I must embark 
without it; and however I may lament the disappointment 
and distress, in which this measure must involve congress, 
whose arrangements are undoubtedly taken, on the certain-+ 
ty of this supply being sent from Europe; however much 
I may regret colonel Laurens’s absence which induces it, I 
shall possess the pleasing reflection of having done my duty, 
in demanding conformably to the intentions of Mr; Necker, 
and by his order, that money which the court of France 
had accorded to the United States by the application of co- 
lonel Laurens, in virtue of his special commission, and 
which was particularly and expressly destined to reanimate 
the credit of continental currency. 

The ship waits for nothing else but this money. I shall 
attend your excellency’s ultimate decision thereon, which 
I expect to receive by return of the express, who only waits 
your commands. I have the honor to be, &c. 


W. JACKSON. 
P. S. Mr. Fizeaux informed me that he had resolved to 
arrest the ship, had the money been on board. JF need not 
inform your excellency, that alike opportunity may not again 
offer, to transport this essential supply, rendered still more 
s0, by the capture of the ship Marquis de la Fayette. 
W. JACKSON. 


My fever which was greatly increased by my late jaunt 
to Passy, will not admit of my waiting upon your excellen- 
cy in person, and I am persuaded, your justice will render 


it unnecessary after this representation. 


W. J. 


1781. WITH CONGRESS: 1ii 


from the same. 
: Amsterdam, Fuly 2, 1781, 
SIR, Oe 

SINCE the departure of my express, I find myself oblig- 
ed in conformity to colonel Laurens’s instructions (froma 
_which, as his agent I cannot recede, unless compelled there- 
to by forcible means, and which unless such are practised 
against me, I must carry into execution) to retain the mo- 
ney which he has confided to my care, and which the mini- 
ster of finance’s order makes deliverable to me specially ; 
and to arrest it in the hands of Mr. Fizeaux, should he 
continue to refuse the delivery of it, but by your excellen- 
cy’s orders. 

I rely upon your excellency’s attachment to the welfare 
of America, to prevent this painful operation, which must 
inevitably take place, should your determination decide 
otherwise, for as this money is subject to no other controul 
in Europe, but the immediate order of the court of France, 
I cannot relinquish my charge of it, but by their special 
order. I have the honor to be, &c. 


W. JACKSON. 


ee 


aan 


From the same. 
Amsterdam, Fuly 2, 1781. 
SiR, 
YOUR excellency will not wonder at the determination 
which I have adopted, to arrest the money now in Mr. 
Fizeaux’s hands, (and which I have communicated to you 
by a second express this afternoon) when you reflect, that 
this money is absolutely committed to my charge, for a spe- 
cial purpose, and that I stand accountable for the execution 
of this commissions Your excellency must likewise be 
_ sensible that you cannot have the disposal of it, as it was 
- obtained without either your knowlege or concurrence, by 
colonel Laurens, appointed special minister for that purpose. 
These considerations, and the knowlege I have how much 
America must suffer from a disappointment in this supply; 
EF 
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about to be transported by so excellent a conveyance, must 
plead my excuse individually, for this plain and candid 
avowal of circumstances, and my determination thereon. 
{ am further persuaded, that the court. of France is not 
disposed, was there even a shadow of an excuse for an al- 
‘teration of the allotment of this money, to infringe their 
honor and injure the essential interests of America by de- 
taining it, I must therefore again entreat your excellency’s 
repeal of those orders to Mr. Fizeaux, which now detain 
the ship and supplies, so much required in America. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
W. JACKSON. 


: To Major Jackson. 
Passy, Fuly 5, 4781, at 6 inthe morning. 
SR, 

I HAVE this instant received your letter of the 2d, urg- 
ing the delivery of the money. I must be short in my reply, 
as your express waits. 

Colonel Laurens indeed obtained a promise of ten mil- 
lions to be raised by a loan in Holland. I understood while 
he was here, that that loan was in train, and that the mil- 
lion and an half to be sent with you was a part of it. 
I since learn that nothing has'yet been obtained in Holland ; 
that the success is not yet certain, and that the money in 
question is part of the six millions obtained before his arri- 
val, upon the strength of which I accepted the bills drawn 
on his father and on Mr. Jay, and without which acceptances 
the congress credit in America would have been ruined, and 
a loss incurred of twenty per cent. upon the protests. I 
cannot obtain more money here at present, and. those bills 
being accepted must be paid, as well as those I accepted on 
your earnest request for the great unexpected purchase you 
made in Holland. Colonel Laurens has carried two millions 
and an half of that six millions with him, which will serve till 
the loan in Holland produces a further supply. In the mean 
time I cannot suffer the credit of our country to be destroy- 
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ed, if by detaining this money it may be saved; and if I were 
to consent to its going, our banker would be obliged to ar- 
rest great part of it as belonging to the states, he being in 
advance for them, which would occasion much disagreeable 
noise and very ill consequences to our credit in Europe. I 
find by Mr. Viemerange’s account just received, that Mr. 
Laurens’s orders have more than absorbed all the money he 
did not take with him. I applaud the zeal you have-both > 
shown in the affair, but I see that nobody cares how much I 
am distressed, provided they can carry their own points. I 
must therefore take what care I can of mine; theirs and 
mine being equally intended for the service of the public. I 
I am sorry to learn that the vessel is detained for this express. 
I understood by your last, that she waited for convoy. [f 
[ heartily wish you a good voyage, and am, with great 
esteem, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN, 


To the same. 


_ Passy, Fuly 5, 1781, at 10 A. M. 
ming 

I RECEIVED your letter of the second instant by 
your first express this morning at six, answered it and sent 
him away immediately. I have just now received your 
second express of the same date, in which you threaten me 
with a proceeding, that I apprehend exceedingly impru- 
dent, as it can answer no good end:to you, must occasion 
much scandal, and be thereby very prejudical to the affairs of 
the congress. But I cannot therefore consent to suffer 
their bills to the amount of more than a million, accepted 
and expected to go back protested for want of this money. 
I have nothing to change in the answer abovementioned. 
You will however, follow your own judgment, (as I must 
follow mine) and you will take upon yourself the conse- 
quences. - T have the honor to be, &e. 


B. FRANKLIN. 
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To the same. . 
Passy, Fuly 6, 1781, 
~$Srr, : 

I RECEIVED and answered two of your expresses 
yesterday morning, and in the evening I received a third 
letter from you, all dated the 2d instant. . 

In this last you tell me, ‘“‘ that I must be sensible I cannot 
have the disposal of the money, as it was obtained without 
either my knowlege or concurrence, by colon 1 SHE CES, 
appointed special minister for that purpose.” 

I do not desire to diminish the merit of colonel Laurens. I 
believe he would have been glad if it had been in his power ta 
have procured ten times the sum, and that no application or 
industry on his part for that purpose, would have been want- 
ing. But I cannot let this injurious assertion of yours pass 
without expressing my surprize, that you who were always 
with that gentleman, should be so totally ignorant of that 
transaction. The six millions, of which he took with him 
two and an half, of which one and an half was sent to Hol- 
land, and of which more than the remainder is ordered in 
stores from hence, was afree gift from the king’s goodness, 
{not a loan to be repaid with interest.) and was obtained by 
my application long before colonel Laurens’s arrival. I had 
also given ina list of the stores to be provided, though on his 
coming I cheer fully gave up the farther prosecution of that 
business into his hands, as he was better acquainted with 
the particular wants of the army than I could be, and it 
was one of the purposes of his appointment. Thus no part 
of the affair was done without my snowlege and concurrence, 
except the sending a million and an half of the specie to 
Holland. ‘This was indeed a secret to me; I had heard of 
that sum’s being ready there to embark, but I always till 
lately understood it to be a part of the Dutch loan, which 
I am about to mention, or I should certainly have opposed 
that operation. What colonel Laurens really obtained, and 
a great service I hope it will prove, was a loan upon inte- 
rest of ten millions, to be borrowed on the credit of this 
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court in Holland. I have not heard that this loan has yet 
produced any thing; and therefore I do not know that a 
single livre exists, or has existed in Europe of his procuring 
for the states. On the contrary, he and you have drawn 
from me considerable sums as necessary for your expenses, © 
and he left me near forty thousand liyres to’ pay for the Al- 
liance; and moreover engaged me in a debt in Holland, 
which I understood might amount to about fifteen thousand 
pounds sterling, and which you contrived to make fifty 
thousand pounds. When I mentioned to him the difficulty 
I should find to pay the drafts, he said you had the remain- 
der of the six millions. He gave me.no account of the 
dispositions he had made, and it is but lately I have learnt 
that there is no remainder, To gratify you, and to get 
that ship out which could not have stirred without me, I 
have engaged for the vast sum abovementioned; which I 
am sure I shall be distressed to pay, and therefore, have 
not deserved at your hands: the affront you are advised to 
menace me with; and since I find you make it a point of 
reflection upon me, that I want to apply monev to the pay- 
ment of my engagements for the congress, which was ob- 
tained by colonel Laurens for other purposes, I must 
request that you would upon this better information, take 
occasion to correct that error, if you have communicated 
it to any other person. _ By the letters you shewed me, that 
had passed between Mr. Adams and you, I perceive that 
he had imbibed an opinion that colonel Laurens had, as he 
expresses it, done more for the United States in the short 
time of his being in Europe, than'all the rest of their di- 
plomatic corps put together. I should never have disputed 
this, because I had rather lend a little credit to a friend than 
take any from him, especially when I am persuaded he will 
make a good use of it. But when his friends will make 
such suppositious credit, a matter of reproach to me, it is 
not right to continue silent. 

As to the safety of the excellent conveyance you mention, 
i must own I have some doubts about it, and I fear I shall 
hear of the arrival of that ship in England, before she sees 
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America. Be that as it may, I am clear that no use can 
possibly be made of the money in America, for supporting 
the credit of the states, equal in any degree to the effect 
it must have for the same purpose, when applied to the 
payment of their bills here, which must otherwise go back 
protested. And I am sure it will be exceedingly prejudi- 
cial to that credit, if by the rash proceeding you. threaten, 
the situation of their affairs becomes the subject of public 
talk and discussion in Europe. 


Iam, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


P. S. I ‘request you would read again, and consider 
well, my first letter to you on this subject. The reasons 
therein contained subsist and are still in their full force. 


To Robert R. Livingston, Esq. Secretary for Loreign Affairs. 
Passy, Fanuary 28, 1782. 
SIR, 

I RECEIVED at the same time, your several letters of 
October 20th, 24th and November 26th, which I purpose 
to answer fully by the return of the Alliance. Having just 
had avery short notice of the departure of this ship, I can 
only at present mention the great pleasure your appointment 
gives me, and my intention of corresponding with you re- 
gularly and. frequently as you desire. The information 
contained in your letters is full and clear ; I shall endeavor 
that mine, of the state of affairs here, may be as satisfac- 
tory. With great esteem, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


To the same. 
Passy, Fanuary 28, 1782. 
SIR, 


I WROTE ‘to you this “morning. Having just learnt 
that the courier is not gone, I have time to enclose and for- 
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ward two letterst from Holland, by which you will see 
something of the state of affairs in that country. 
Be pleased to present my dutiful respects to congress, and 
assure them of my faithful-services. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


To the same. 


Passy, Mirek 4, 1782. 
DIR, sh ete 

SINCE I wrote the two short letters of which I here- 
with send you copies, I have been honored vas yours No. 
5, dated the 16th December. 

Inclosed I send copies of two letters from M. le Comte 
de Vergennes, relating to certain complaints from Ostend 
and Copenhagen against our-cruisers. I formerly forwarded 
a similar complaint from Portugal, to which I have yet re- 
ceived no answer. The embassador of that kingdom fre- 
quently teases me for it. I hope now that by your means 
these kind of affairs will be more immediately attended to; 
ill blood and mischief may be thereby sometimes prevented. 

The marquis de la Fayette was at his return hither receiv- 
ed by all ranks, with all possible distinction. He daily 
gains in the general esteem and affection, and promises to 
bea great manhere. He is warmly attached to our cause ; 
we are on the most friendly and confidential footing with 
each other, and he is really very serviceable to me in my 
applications for additional assistance. 

I have done what I could in-recommending Messieurs 
Duportail «and Gouvion as you desired. I did it with 
pleasure, as I have much esteem for them. 

I will endeavor to procure a sketch of an emblem fi the 
purpose you mention.: This puts me in mind of a medal I 
have had a mind to strike since the late great event you 
give me an account of, representing the United States by 


fo perrne —_—— 


t Written by M. Dumas, a public agent of the U. S. in Holland. 
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figure of an infant Hercules in his cradle, strangling the 
two serpents; and France, by that of Minerva, sitting by 
as his nurse, with her spear and helmet, and her robe 
speckled with a few fleurs-de-lis., The extinguishing two 
entire armies in one war, is what has rarely if ever hap- 
pened, and it gives a presage of the future force of our 
growing empire. : 

I thank you much for the Hewepapiers + vou have been so 
kind as to send me. I send also'to you by every opportu- 
nity packets of the French, Dutch, and English papers. 
Enclosed is the last Courter of Europe, wherein you will 
find a late curious debate on continuing the war with Ame- 
rica, which the minister carried in the affirmative, only by 
his own vote. It seems the nation is sick of it: but the 
king is obstinate. There is a change made of the American 
secretary, and another talked of | in the room of lord 
‘Sandwich: but I suppose we have no reason to desire 
such changes. If the king will have a war with us, his old 


servants are as well for us, as any he is likely to put in their — 


places. - The ministry you will see declare, that their. war 
in America is for the future to beonly defensive. I hope 
we shall be too prudent to have the least dependance on this 
declaration; it is only thrown out to lull us. For depend 
upon it the king hates us cordially, and will 4 content with 
nothing short of our extirpation. ) : 

I shall be glad to receive the account you are preparing of 
the wanton damages done our possessions. I wish you 
could also furnish me with one, \of the barbarities commit- 
ted on our people. They may both. be. of excellent use 
en certain occasions.. I received the duplicate of your 
No. IV. in cypher... Hereafter I wish you would use that 
which those instructions were written, .that relate to the 
future peace. I am. accustomed to that, and I think it very 
good, and more convenient in the practice. 

The friendly disposition of this court towards us conti- 
nues. We have sometimes pressed alittle too hard, ex- 

ecting and demanding, perhaps, more than we ought, and. 
es used improper arguments, which may have occasioned 


I 
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‘a little dissatisfaction, but it has not been lasting. In my 
opinion the surest way to obtain liberal aid from others, is 
vigorously to help ourselves. People fear-assisting the ne-« 
gligent, the indolent, and the careless, lest the aids they 
afford should be lost. I know we have doné a great deal; but 
it is said we are apt to be supine after a little success, and 
too backward in furnishing our contingents. ‘This is really 
a generous nation, fond of glory, and particularly that of pro- 
tecting the oppressed. Trade is not the admiration of the 
noblesse, who always govern here. Telling them their com- 
merce will be advantaged by our success, and that it is their 
interest to help us, seems as much as to say, help us, and 
we shall not be obliged to yous Such indiscreet and im- 
proper language has been sometimes held here by some of 
our people, and produced no good effects. 

The constant harmony subsisting between the armies of 
the two nations in America| is a circumstance that has 
afforded. me infinite pleasure. It should be carefully culti- 
vated; I hope nothing will happen to disturb it. The 
French officers who have returned to France this winter, 
speak of our people in the handsomest and kindest manner, 
and there is.a strong desire in many of the young nobility 
to go over to fight for us; there is no restraining some of 
them; and several changes. among the officers of their 
army have lately taken place in consequences 

You must be so sensible of the utility of maintaining a 
perfect good understanding with the chevalier de la Luzerne, 
that I need say nothing on that head. ‘The affairs of a dis- 
tant people in any court of Europe, will always be much 
affected by the representations of the minister of that court 
residing among them. 

We have great quantities of supplies of all kinds ready 
here to be sent over, and which would have been on their 
way before this time, if the unlucky loss of the transports that 
were under M. de Guichen, and other demands for more 
ships, had not created a difficulty to find freight for them. 
{ hope however, that you will receive them with the next 
convoy. 


Q 
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The accounts we have of the economy introduced by Mr. 
Morris, begins to be of service to us here, and will by de- 
grees obviate the inconvenience that an opinion of our dis- 
orders and mismanagements had occasioned. I inform 
him by this conveyance of the money aids we shall have 
this year. The sum is not so great as we could wish; and we 
must so much the more exert ourselves. A small increase 
of industry in every American male and female, with a 
small diminution of luxury, would produce a sum far supe- 
rior to all we can hope to beg or borrow from all our friends 
in Europe. : 

There are now near a thousand of our brave fellows pri- 
soners in England, many of whom have patiently endured 
the hardships of that confinement, several years, resisting 
every temptation to serve our enemies. Will not your late 
great advantages put it in your power to do something for 
their relief? The slender supply I have been able to afford, 
of a shilling a week to each, for their greater comfort dur- 
ing the winter, amounts weekly to near £50 sterling. Anex- 
change would make so many of our countrymen happy, add 
to our strength, and diminish our expense. But our pri- 
vateers who cruise in Europe, will not be at the trouble of 
bringing in their prisoners, and I have none to exchange 
for them. 

Generals Cornwallis and Arnold, are both arrived in Eng- 
land. It is reported that the former in all his conversations, 
discourages the prosecution of the war in America; if so 
he will of course be out of favor. We hear much of audi- 
ences given to the latter, and of his being present at coun- 
cils. He seems to mix as naturally with that polluted court 
as pitch with tar; there is no being in nature too base for 
them to associate with, provided he may be thought capa- 
ble of serving their purposes. 

You desire to know whether any intercepted letters of 
Mr. Deane, have been published in Europe? I have seen but 
one in the English papers that to Mr. Wadswerth, and none 
in any of the French and Dutch papers, but some may have 
been printed that have not fallen in my way. There is no 
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doubt of their being all genuine. His conversations since 
his return from America, have as I have been informed, 
gone gradually more and more into that style, and at length 
came to an open vindication of Arnold’s conduct, and with- 
in these few days he has sent me a letter of twenty full pa- 
ges, recapitulating those letters, and threatning to write and. 
publish an account of the treatment he has received from 
Congress, &c. He resides at Ghent, is distressed both in 
mind and in circumstances, raves and writes abundance, and 
I imagine it will end in his going over to join his friend 
Arnold in England. I had an exceeding good opinion of 
him when he acted with me, and I believe he was then sin- 
cere and hearty in our cause. But he is changed, and his 
character ruined in his own country and in this, so that I 
see no other but England to which he can now retire. He 
says we owe him about £ 12,000 sterling, and his great 
complaint is, that we do not settle his accounts and pay him. 
Mr. Johnson having declined the service, I proposed engag- 
ing Mr. Searle to undertake it, but Mr. Deane objected to 
him as being his enemy. In my opinion he was, for that 
reason even fitter for the service of Mr. Deane, since ac- 
counts are of a mathematical nature, and cannot be changed 
by an enemy, while that enemy’s testimony, that he had 
found them well supported by authentic vouchers, would 
have weighed more than the same testimony from a friend. 

With regard to negociations for a peace, I see but little 
probability of their being entered upon seriously this year, 
unless the English minister had failed in raising his funds, 
which it is said he has secured, so that we must provide for 
another campaign, in which I hope God will continue to 
favor us, and humble our cruel and haughty enemies; a cir- 
cumstance which, whatever Mr. Deane may say to the con- 
trary, will give pleasure to all Europe. 

This year opens well by the reduction of Port Mahen, 
the garrison prisoners of war, and we are not without hopes 
that Gibraltar may soon follow. A few more signal suc- 
cesses in America, will do much towards reducing our 
enemies to reason. ' 


122 SECRET CORRESPONDENCE July, 


Your expressions of good opinion with regard to me, 
and wishes of my continuance in this employment, are very 
obliging. As long as the congress think I can be useful to 
our affairs it is my duty to obev their orders; but I should 
be happy to see them better executed by another, and my- 
self at liberty ; enjoying, before I quit the stage of life, some 
small degree of leisure and tranquillity. 

With great esteem, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


Count de Vergennes to Dr. Franklin. 
Versailles, Fuly 18, 1782. 
» SIR; 

I HAVE the honor to send you a memorial which re- 
gpects the emperor’s subjects, and which has been recom- 
mended to me by the government general of the Low Coun- 
tries. Imake no doubt but that it will make it your duty 
to forward the same to congress, and request that body to 
take it into consideration. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
DE VERGENNES. 


[7RANSLATION. ] 
MEMORIAL. 


From the Sieurs Liebaert, Baes, Derdeyn, t? Co. transmitted to 
Dr. Franklin by the Count de Vergennes. 

THE Sieurs Liebaert, Baes, Derdeyn and company, mer- 
chants, residing in Ostend, subjects of his imperial and royal 
majesty set forth, that in the course of the present year, they 
have equipped in the said port, and loaded on account of the 
capitulants of Dominica, and consigned to them agreeable 
to manifest, divers harmless merchandizes (that is to say, not 
contraband in war, and the traffic of which is at this very 
time allowed to neutral persons) on board their vessel the 
brig Den Ersten, destined for the island and plantations of 
Dominica, open and free agreeable to the capitulation to all 
neutral nations, 
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All the dispatches were regular, and imperial passport, 
bills of lading and manifest of the cargo, captain and major 
part of the crew were imperialists, and the remainder neu- 
tral subjects. In short, all the papers on board tendéd to 
prove the property belonging to the colonists, and to neutral 
representatives, and were verified before the respective ma- 
gistrates and consuls. 

This vessel having sailed on the route of her destination, 
was met by a frigate carrying an English flag, who ordered 
her to salute, and examined her papers. The commander 
of the frigate on seeing the nature of these papers, proposed 
to the captain of the vessel to sign an acknowlegement 
proving that his cargo had been taken on board in London, 
and his papers and provisions at Ostend. 

Peter Thompson, (the name of the captain of the brig) 
believing himself in the hands of, an English privateer, con- 
sented to sign this declaration (without knowing however 
what he signed,) which in this case would not possibly be 
prejudicial to him, but the captain of the privateer with an 
intention of abusing the ignorance and innocence of the said 
Thompson, had written this declaration in a language 
which he could neither read nor comprehend, and in quite 
ether terms than what had been read to him, and which 
implied that he had been loaded in London, and that his 
merchandize belonged to the English, and that he only came 
to Ostend to exchange papers, and avoid falling into the 
hands of the English rebels ; which is totally contrary to his 
bill of lading, and was not at all in his power to do, as the 
cargo was not under his direction nor ever had been. 

Possessed of this writing, the captain of the frigate 
hoisted the American flag, and proved himself to be the 
Hope privateer from Boston, and accordingly informed 
captain Thompson that he arrested him, and after taking 
out eleven men from the brig, he substituted several others 
of his own people, who, after having torn to pieces, pillag- 
ed, and carried off, all the papers from on board, &c. carried 
her into Philadelphia, and afterwards to Boston, where the 
rrew are detained and treated with inhumanity. 


A 
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This prize is irregular, unjust, and contrary to the rights 
of nations, and Sieurs Liebaert, Baes, Derdeyn and Co. 
have reason that the conduct of the said captain Darby 
will be disapproved by congress, and the ship and argo 
restored with damages and interest. 

It is certain, and the papers on board, which Darby 
is obliged to shew, will prove that this vessel is not English 
property, but it actually belongs to the Sieurs Liebaert, 
Baes, Derdeyn and Co. agreeable to the contract of the 
property, and his tmperial and royal majesty’s sea letters, 
that she actually sailed under the protection of this august 
monarch ; that her cargo composed of innocent merchandize, 
that is to say, not contraband in war, the commerce of which 
is permitted to neutral powers, even with the belligerent 
parties, was for account and risk of the said capitulants of 
Dominica, and the Sieurs Liebaert, Baes, Derdeyn and 
Co, these facts being proved, it will follow that the Hope 
privateer, had no right to stop the brig, and that by so do- 
ing, she contravened the laws adopted by all the powers 
who have subscribed the covenant of the armed neutrality, 
laws which the congress of the United States of America, 
>have enjoined their cruizers to observe. 

The means which Darby used to legitimate his pretended 
prize, is a direct act of piracy, which congress cannot pun- 
nish with too great severity, and it will be easy for them to 
do it. All the crew of the brig who are detained at Boston, 
will depose to the facts alledged by the Sieurs Liebaert, 
Baes, Derdeyn and Co. as follows. 1st. That when Darby 
stopt them, and visited and interrogated them, his vessel was 
under English colors. —2d. ‘That the’ captain of the priva- 
teer availed himself of his superiority over Thompson, and 
the condition he was in, to oblige him to subscribe the paper 
in question; the force and tenor of which, he was certainly 
ignorant of. 

The stopping of the brig under English colors, was on 
the part of Darby, an infringement of the regulations which 
require that every captain, who in the time of war would 
visit a ship, should summcn her only under his proper flag, 
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whoever does otherwise acts as a pirate; and should the 
vessel prove a neutral one, he exposes himself to the. pay- 
ment of damages and interest, which he is liable for him- 
self, together with his owner without subjecting the crew. 

This point of the rights of nations, is positively deter- 
mined and received by all the states of Europe ; who either 
by their arms orby their neutrality favorthe independence of 
America; and on this position, it is not possible to presume 
that congress permits as subjects, to derogate this principle. 

The falsity and consequently the inutility of the declaration 
forced or extorted from captain Thompson, is now clearly 
proved, independent of the proofs which can be furnished 
by the crew and the ship’s papers.. These papers demon- 
strate the property to belong to the aforesaid capitulants, 
and Sieurs Liebaert, Baes, Dardeyn and Co. both as to 
the vessel and cargo. ‘They do not pretend to say that the 
vessel was not bought in London, as is evident from the 
bill of sale found on board, nor that part of the cargo was 
also purchased there, which this very vessel brought over 
to Ostend, where she took in the remainder of the cargo. 
This circumstance no ways injures the truly neutral property 
of the capitulants, and aforesaid shippers Leibaert, Baes, 
Derdeyn and Co. because the neutrality of their august sove- 
reign, authorises them to negociate with every freedom 
with the belligerent powers, in lawful and ‘unprohibited 
merchandize as was on board the brig. It therefore fol- 
lows, that it is a matter of indifference, whether the mer- 
chandize and vessel were purchased in London or not, as 
this commerce is free to every neutral power, and does not 
contradict the ship’s papers, which captain Thompson had 
no power to renounce, being constrained or deceived into 
such a measure either through subtilty or force. In this con- 
trariety of circumstances where are we to rest? by what 
certain title is the rights of the parties to be judged? cer- 
tainly by the ship’s papers, which have a legal and authen- 
tic character, and not by a declaration demonstrated false, 
by every circumstance in this affair, and made at a time 
when captain Thompsen had not his liberty, and was 
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obliged to submit to whatever captain Darby demanded of 
him, to avoid greater evils. 

A declaration of this kind, contrary to the. maxims and 
laws established among all nations, and opposed to the ship’s 
papers deserves no attention, and ought to be proscribed as 
_ the effect of constraint and fraud, employed by the captain 
of the privateer with arms in his hands. 

These points are decisive and it 1s impossible that the 
admiralty of Boston should not attend to them, and refuse 
to restore to captain Thompson the vessel and cargo with 
damages and interests proportioned to the loss which Darby 
has caused by an act of hostility alike contrary to the rights 
of nations, and to the respect due by the Americans to the 
subjects of his imperial and royal majesty. However as the 
Sieurs Leibeart and Co. are informed that the crew of the 
brig has been plundered and very ill treated in the United 
States, that the first lieutenant has been detained at Phila- 
delphia, under pretext of security for the expenses of lodging 
the crew in that city, but for the purpose of separating him 
from the crew, and prevent his giving any information at Bos- 
ton, concerning the irregularity of the prize, who is more ca- 
pable ofdoing itthan any otherperson. That captain Thomp- 
son and his people having no money, and still less credit, 
will with difficulty find the proper persons who will un- 
dertake to prosecute their affairs ; and there is reason to ap- 
prehend that for want of assistance in this particular, they 
must give up the point, which will be a very great misfor- 
tune to themselves, and would cause an irreparable damage 
to the Sieurs Liebaert, Baes, Derdeyn and Co. they have 
therefore been advised to request the aid and protection of 
his excellency the count de Mercy, his imperial and royal 
majesty’s minister to his most christian majesty, and to in- | 
treat him to obtain his excellency Mr. Franklin, minister | 
from the United States of America at the court of France, | 
to write to Boston, and to recommend captain Thompson i 
and his claim to the judges of the admiralty of that port, to! 
grant favorable treatment to their persons, and a just and) 
prompt decision to their demand. 
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To the count de Vergennes. 
| Passy, Fanuary 18, 1782. 
Sir, 

I RECEIVED the letter your excellency did me the 
honor of writing to me this day, enclosing a memorial 
which relates to the interests of some subjects of the em- 
peror, residing at Ostend, who allege that a ship of theirs 
has been taken by an American privateer, and carried into 
Boston, on pretence that the property was English, &c. I 
shall immediately transmit the memorial to congress, as de- 
sired. But there being courts of admiralty established in 
each of the United States, I conceive that the regular steps 
to be taken by the complainants, would be an application fot 
justice to those courts by some person on the spot, duly 
authorized by them as their agents, and in case the judg- 
ment of the court is not satisfactory, that then they appeal 
to the congress, which cannot well take cognisance of such 
matters in the first instance. ‘The merchants of Ostend 
may possibly not have as yet correspondents established in 
all the states, but any merchant of credit in the country 
would transact such business on réceiving their request 
with the proper power of attorney, or if his imperial ma- 
jesty should think fit to appoint.a consul general to reside in 
those states, such an officer might at all times assit his com- 
patriots with his counsels and protection in any affairs that 
they might have in that country. I am the more particular 
in mentioning this to your excellency, because I apprehend 
these cases may hereafter be frequent, and if the complaints 
are to be addressed to you and to me, we are likely to have 
a great deal of trouble, as I am informed that it is become 
a daily practice for outward bound English ships to put into 
Ostend, make a formal pretended sail of ship and cargo 
to a merchant of the place, who furnishes imperial papers 
for the voyage under his own name, and receives a certain 
sum per cent. for the operation. This is said to be a branch 
of great profit to the Flemish merchants, and that a‘very 
great number of English ships are now at sea with such 
papers, and I suspect even from their own manner of stating’ 


Re. 
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the transaction, that the ship and cargo reclaimed by the 
complainants are of that kind. This seems to me an abuse 
of the neutrality, as these fictitious profits added to the ad- 
vantage of real carriage for the belligerent nations, they 
make it too much the interest of neutral neighbours to 


foment wars and obstruct peace, that such profits may con-— 
tinue. And if it is to be understood as a settled point, that. 


such papers are to protect English property, the fitters out 
of privateers from France, Spain, Holland, and America; 
will in another year be all ruined, for they will find none 
but Flemish ships upon the ocean. 
With the greatest respect, &c.. 
B. FRAN KLIN. 


Count de Vergennes to Dr. Franklin, 
February 24, 1782. 
SIR, 

YOU will find enclosed an official dispatch which has 
been sent me from the court of Copenhagen, respecting 
some excesses that are said to have been committed near 
the coast of Norway by three American vessels. I make 
no doubt but that you will take the earliest opportunity to 


transmit it to congress, that they may decide agreeably to 


the principles of the laws of nations upon the claim of his 


Danish. majesty. 
I have ee honor, &c. 


DE VERGENNES- 
[ 7RANSLATION. | | 
MEMORIAL 


From the court of Cofienhagen, comfilaining of irregtlarities of 
? American armed vessels. 


THREE American vessels, one of which was three 
masted, and: called the Norfolk, captain Lines, and two 
brigs the Ariel, captain Maller, and the Virginia, captain 


Hodsheadson, all three armed in Philadelphia, committed 
amost grievous outrage on the second December last, on 
the coast of Norway, where they seized two English mer- 
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chantmen and burnt them, after plundering them and send- 
ing away their crews. ‘The circumstances are more parti- 
cularly detailed in the protest inclosed, made on the spot. 
It has moreover been proved by the report of his Danish 
majesty’s grand bailiff at Christiansand, that the aforesaid 
American vessels having anchored in the port of Fleckeroe, 
before their meeting with the Englishmen, and displayed 
French colors, he had asked of the French consul informa- 
tion respecting their sea papers, and. that.the latter on 
examining their contents, declared that they were not 
furnished with any letters of marque on the part of con- 
gress. ‘Their conduct proves this also in having burnt their 
prizes, notwithstanding the offers of ransom made them 
by the English captains. It therefore follows, that they can 
only be considered as pirates, whose crimes are greatly ag- 
gravated by a manifest infraction of his Danish majesty’s 
territorial rights. ‘ 

The undersigned, his envoy extraordinary has received 
precise orders to communicate these particulars to his ex- 
cellency, the count de Vergennes, requesting with every 
possible confidence the intervention of his most christian ma- 
jesty with the United States of America, to effect not 
only the punishment of the guilty persons, but also to obtain 
an indemnification for the vessels and cargoes that were 
burnt, of which an exact statement shall be furnished ; 
and this satisfaction is due to repair the excesses committed. 
on his majesty’s territory. 


DE BLOOME, 
Paris, February 6, 1782. | 
COPY. 

I Frederick Fridrick, royal judge of the bailiwick of 
Mandahl, declare, that on the 4th day of December, 
1781, was held at the house of madame Benl Biornsen, at 
Mandahl, an extraordinary tribunal, consisting of a sufficient 
number of justices, where appeared the Sieur Frederic 
Giertsen, the English vice consul of this place, who de- 
clared, that in consequence of the extraordinary violence 
committed on Sunday last, the 2d December, on the coasts 
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of this place near the shoals, by three American vessels, on 
two English vessels, to wit; the brig Constant Ann, com- 
manded by captain Charles Lines, of Yarmouth, and. the 
brig Eliot, captain David Ray, of Kirkaldy, near Leith ; 
which Americans not only pillaged the English vessels and 
set them on fire, so as to consume them, but likewise 
chased on shore the English captains and their crews in 
their boats, who have arrived here at the appellants, who 
has therefore appeared this day to obtain a juridical depo- 
sition, in order to explain this circumstance. 

For this purpose the Sieur Giertsen, has presented the 
two English captains with their crews, to wit ; Charles Lines, 
captain, Royal Simonds, pilot, William Goldsmith, Wil- 
liam Fairweather, William Urquhart and Thomas Reiley, 
sailors ; next David Ray, captain, Francis Banks, pilot, 
Robert Swain, carpenter, William Nackles, boatswain, Wil- 
liam Abercrombie, Alexander Benny, Alexander Pearson, 
David Forresdale, John Harper, and James Stark, seamen ; 
when the said English captains Lines and Ray, presented 
their reports respecting the violence committed against 
them, set forth in the English language, and translated into 
the Danish as follows: 

Report of what passed on board the Brig Elliot, belong- 
ing to Kirkaldy, commanded by captain David Ray, coming. 
from Petersburg, loaded with hemp, flax, iron, tallow, ig 
and other merchandize, destined for Leith. 

On the 2d December, 1781, at half past 11 o’clock in 
the morning, we left the port of Kleven, near Mandahl, 
and set sail with fine weather; wind at north east, accom- 
panied by the brig the Constant Ann, of Yarmouth, Charles 
Lines, captain; bound on her way from Stockholm home. 
Being without the shoals, we sent off the coasting pilot 
about half past twelve. In about three quarters of an hour 
after the pilot left us, we saw three vessels coming towards 
us with a pressing sail, the brig Constant Ann was then about 
an English mile a stern of us. These three vessels endea- 
vored all that lay in their power to run close in with the 
shoals, in order to prevent our gaining the port. We saw 
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that one of them was a vessel with three masts, and the two 
others brigs. As soon as they came near us they furled their 
small sails; one of the brigs run along side, and hailing us, 
asked from whence we came, and ordered us to follow them 
immediately; after which they sent a boat on board of us 
with people and a prize officer, who told us that our vessel 
and cargo was a lawful prize to the American congress. 
Our captain was afterwards ordered to go into the boat, to go 
on board the privateer, which carried eighteen guns. The 
captain of the privateer having examined my papers, imme- 
diately ordered me, David Ray, to return on board my 
vessel the Elliot. I repeatedly requested him to ransom 
the vessel and cargo, but he positively refused, saying that 
he would not on any account. 

On my return on board my vessel, I was very badly treat- 
ed by the American officer and crew then on board her, 
who had already cut to pieces and destroyed every thing they 
came across, taken the sails from the yards, and cut the 
cables from the anchors, which they carried on board the 
privateer, they cried out altogether, you rascals and bou- 
pres, get into the boat, or we will sink her, and burn you 
up with the vessel and cargo. We were accordingly obliged 
to leave the vessel, without taking with us the most trifling 
article, excepting the poor clothes we had on our backs. 
When this happened we were about two or three English 
miles N. N. E. of Koe and Kalv near Kleven. We arrived 
in the greatest distress with the boat at Kleven, about seven 
o’clock in the evening. The crew of the privateer told us, 
that their vessel belonged to Philadelphia, that they had 
letters of marque from congress, and that they were from 
Maelstrand in Sweden; they shewed English colors, but 
would neither tell the names of their vessels, nor captains. 
On our arrival ashore, we found that they had set fire to 
our vessel, as well as the Constant Ann, which were not 
very far from each other, and they burnt till midnight, 
when one of them disappeared. 


DAVID RAY. 
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‘Francis Banks, Robert Swain, William Nicolls, William 
Abercrombie, Alexander Benny, Alexander Pearson, Da- 
vid Forresdale, John Harper, James Stark. ie 

Report of what passed on board the brig Constant Ann of 
Yarmouth, commanded by captain Charles Lines, coming 
from Stockholm, laden with iron, planks, pitch, tar, &c, 
and destined for Yarmouth. 

The 2d December, 1781, about noon, we left Kleven, 
near Mandahl, with fine weather, the wind north east, and 
put to sea in company with the brig Elliot of Leith, com- 
manded by captain David Ray, on her way from Petersburg 
home. After we had been at sea about an hour, we sent 
our pilot ashore; in about three quarters of an hour we 
saw two brigs and a ship bearing down upon us under full- 
sail. The brig Elliot was then about an English mile ahead 
of us. As soon as those vessels drew near us, they furled 
all their light sails, and the two brigs shewed English colors, 
but the ship which was probably commodore shewed none ; 
when they fired several cannon and musket shot at us, 
which made us know they were enemies. Upon this we 
shaped our course to the east, in order if possible, to gain 
the port, being only distant about a quarter of a Norway 
league, and Kleven near Mandahl bore about N. N. E. 
the people on board the ship, who were so near as to speak 
to us, called out in the following manner; if you do not 
instantly bring too, you bougres, we will sink you. We 
lowered our.colors; they came along side, and a part of 
their crew boarded us with cutlasses and pistols. After- 
wards a boat came to us with an officer as captain of the 
prize, who behaved towards me and my crew in the most 
inhuman manner, they tied one of my people’s hands behind 

his back, they presented a pistol at my pilot’s head, and 
threatened to blow his brains out, and said they would kill 
us all if we opened our mouths. They then began to cut 
away every thing, and take the sails from the yards, and cut 
the cables from the anchors, and carry all off on board the 
ship. Having carried every thing on board, they ordered 
us to launch our own boat, saying you bougres, if yau do. 
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not go immediately on board the boat, we will burn you 
together with the vessel. I repeatedly’ asked them to ran- 
som me but in vain. About four in the afternoon we 
were obliged to quit our vessel in such distress, as to 
have nothing left us but what we had on our backs, which 
was of very little value. We all arrived about seven 
o’clock in the evening at Kleven near Mandahl. Some of 
the American crew told us, the vessel was called the Nor- 
folk, that she belonged to the congress at Philadelphia, and 
that she came from Maelstrand. 


CHARLES LINES. 


Roval Simonds, William Goldsmith, Thomas Reiley, 
William Urquhart, William Fairweather. 


The aforesaid reports having been read in the English 
language before all the parties present, both captains and 
crews, each of them took their corporal oath, that all that 
was contained in the said two reports was the exact truth. 
Afterwards the two coasting pilots, Gabriel Jorgensen and 
Nicholas Govertsen of Kleven, presented themselves: as 
witnesses, who, after having taken oath, declared unani- 
mously. 

That on Sunday last the 2d December about noon, the 
former went as a coasting pilot on board of captain Lines, 
and the latter on board of captain Ray, in the port of Kleven, 
and that they put these two vessels out to sea with the wind 
at north east, as soon as they left them they returned ashore 
in their boats, and observed coming from the eastward 
along the coast a ship and two brigs, which they thought 
were English; that shortly after the witnesses saw these 
vessels bear down on the two English brigs, they had 
piloted out, captain Ray’s vessel being three quarters of a 
Norwegian league without the shoals, captain Lines being 
close aboard of them after which, these witnesses observed. 
that the vessels ‘coming from the eastward, fired several 

guns, which led them to conclude that they were enemies, 
as they were afterwards convinced, when they saw them 
board and search them. 
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The witnesses arrived afterwards at Kleven, and from 
the rocks they noticed that the vessels remained for some 
time together, until the evening that they saw the two brigs 
in flames, driving at the mercy of the wind, then at north east, 
and that they were burning late at night. These witnesses 
moreover declare, that on the evening of the said Sunday, 
the captains Lines and Ray, came to the port of Kleven in 
their boats with their crews, being sixteen persons, and 
that they went to the syndic Peter Johnson, to whom they 
bitterly complained of the violence and barbarity with which 
_ they had been treated, as set forth inthe two reports. The 
Sieur Giertsen, afterwards presented as witnesses the three 
coasting pilots, belonging to Osmend, Pedersen, Olae, 
Srendsen, and Martin Carlsen, Tragde, each of whom in 
particular, took their personal oath, to tell the truth and to 
conceal nothing. After which they unanimously declared, 
that on Sunday last the 2d, December about noon, after hav- 
ing piloted out a ship from the port of Tragdeford, and 
on their return with their boat, they saw coming along the 
coast from the eastward, withthe wind at north east, a ship 
and two brigs, and at the same time, they saw two brigs 
going out of the port of Kleven, that these vessels on com- 
ing near each other, the witnesses saw the vessels from the 
eastward, fire several guns at the two brigs which came out 
of Kleven, the foremost of which, being about three quar- 
ters of a Norway league, outside of the shoals, and the 
ether close aboard of them; that thereupon the witnesses 
approached. these vessels in their boat, and having come 
under the sternmost of the two brigs from Kleven, they 
saw a boat put over the side of the ship from the eastward, 
whose people boarded captain Lines’ brig, after which, one 
of them got on the poop of the said vessel, and called to 
the witnesses in the English language, and told them that if 
they offered to come along side, or aboard, that they 
would fire on them. The witnesses saw at the same time, 
a boat from one of the brigs from the eastward, go on 
board the furthest brig from Kleven ;. they also observed 
the: two brigs from Kleven, hoist English colors, which 
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they struck shortly after. The witnesses have likewise de- 
clared, that to the best of their judgement, they believe 
that the three vessels from the eastward are American. 
The witnesses finally say, that after having left these vessels 
and gone ashore, that they know and have heard, that the 
two brigs from Kleven were set on fire, and that their crew 
had come on shore in their boats at Kleven. 

Afterwards appeared as witness, the syndic of the coast- 
ing pilots, Peter Johnson of Kleven, who ‘after taking 
personal oath, declared, that on Sunday last, the 2d De- 
cember, about noon, the two English brigs commanded by 
captains Charles Lines and David Ray, went out of the 
port of Kleven, and had on board:of them the two coasting 
pilots, David Jorgensen and Nicholas Govertsen, and that 
shortly after these two brigs left the port of Kleven, he 
saw from the rocks, the same/as the two coasting pilots 
have declared; so that his testimony entirely agrees. with 
theirs. The witness, moreover, declares that he observed 
the two brigs burning very late at night, until they disap- 
peared, as also, that on the evening of the same day, the two 
captains Lines and Ray, came with, their crews, six- 
teen persons in all, rowing towards the port of Kleven, and 
came to the house of the witness, to whom they related 
with many complaints what had happened to them, agree- 
able to the reports presented and read before the witness. 

The Sieur Giertsen afterwards declared, that not being 
able to obtain any explanations respecting the names of these 
American vessels, and captains, he had nevertheless, heard 
to day, that these three vessels had been in the port of Fleke- 
roe, situated about four leagues from this to the eastward, 
and that they sailed from there on Sunday last in the morn- 
ing, and that he proposes, by means of the syndic of the 
pilots to make inquiry after the names of the vessels and 
captains, and of the other circumstances, and for this pur- 
“pose, has requested that the conclusion of this deposition 
be deferred till next Saturday, which has been granted. 

On the 8th December following, this tribunal extraordi- 
nary was continued at the house of Madam Bierson, at 

S 
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tended by a sufficient number of justices, before whom the 
Sieurs Giertsen presented himself, who declared that hav- 
ing taken the most exact information at the port of Flekeroe, 
he learnt that of the three American vessels, the ship 
was called the Norfolk, Captain Lines ; and the two brigs 
the Ariel, captain Maller, and the Virginia, captain Hodg- 
kinson, all from Philadelphia: but in the last place arrived 
from Maelstrand in the port of Flekeroe, which place they 
left on Sunday last in the morning, the 2d December; and as 
this information exactly corresponds with the reports of the 
English confirmed by oaths; and as the port of Flekeroe is 
situated about four Norway leagues to the eastward of Kle- 
ven; and that these Americans sailed on the same Sunday 
morning with the wind at north east along the coast, conse- 
quently the outrages must have been evidently committed by 
' them and by no others. The appellant therefore hopes that 
he has given sufficient testimony that these three American 
vessels have committed the said outrages and barbarity, on 
the subjects and vessels of his Britannic majesty within his 
Danish majesty’s territory, and against the rights of na- 
tions. 

After which the anette requested this juridical sft, 
sition to be concluded, and demanded the act and formal 
copies thereof. 

It was accordingly done, passed and made out at. the bai- 
liwic, by virtue of these presents, which I hereby certify 
under my signature, and have affixed my seal the day and 
year aforesaid. | 


F. FREDRICKSEN. (1. s.) 


I the undersigned interpreter to the king and the council 
of prizes for the northern languages, certify that this trans- 
lation is actually conformable to the original Danish com- 
pared by me. In testimony of which, I have signed the 
present at Paris, February 5, 1782. 

TOBIESEN DUBY. 
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Dr. Franklin to the Count de Vergennes. 
, | Passy, March 3, 1782. 
SIR, 

I RECEIVED the letter your excellency did me the 
honor of writing to me, the 24th past, enclosing an official 
paper on the part of the Danish court, relating to the burn- 
ing of some English vessels on the coast of Norway, by 
three American ships. I shall not fail to transmit the same 
immediately to the congress, who will, I make no doubt, 
enquire into the facts alleged, and do thereupon, what shall 
appear to be just and right, it being their constant and 
earnest desire, to avoid giving any offence to neutral nations, 
as will appear by their instructions to all armed vessels, of 
which I have the honor to present a copy. 

In the mean time, as it is natural to expect, that those who 
exact a rigorous observation of the laws of nations, when 
their own interest or honor seems affected, should be them- 
selves ready to show an example of their own regard for those 
laws, where the interest of others is concerned ; I cannot but 
hope, the court of Denmark will at length attend to a de- 
mand, long since made by me, but hitherto without effect ; 
that they would restore to the United States, the value of 
three vessels amounting to fifty thousand pounds sterling. 
These vessels were fair and good prizes, which had been 
made by our ships of war, not on the coast of Denmark, 
but far distant on the high seas, and were sent into Bergen 
as into a port truly neutral, but there contrary to the laws of 
hospitality, as well as the other laws of nations, they were 
forcibly wrested out of our hands by the government of that 
place, and delivered back to our enemies. The congress, 
have not lost sight of this violence, but constantly expected 
justice, from the equity and wisdom of his Danish majesty. 


I am with the greatest respect, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 
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To R. R, Livingston, Esq. Secretary of Foreign Affairs. 


Passy, March 9, 1782. 
SIR, 


I HAVE just received the honor of yours, dated Janu- 


ary the 7th. Your communication of the sentiments of 
congress with respect to many points that may come under 
consideration in a treaty of peace, gives me great pleasure, 
and the more as they agree so perfectly with my own 
opinions, and furnish me with additional arguments in 
their support. I shall be more particular on this subject in 
my next; for having notice from captain Barry last night, 
that he will not go to Brest, as I expected, to take in some 
of our goods, but will sail immediately on the return of the 
post, which sets out to-day ; I am obliged to be short. “You 
will see in the enclosed newspapers, the full debate in the 
house of commons, on the subject of declining the war with 
North America. By private advices, I learn, that the 
whole opposition now become the majority, went up ina 
body with the address to the king, who answered that he 
would pay a.due regard to the advice of his faithful com- 
mons, and employ his forces with more vigour against the 
ancient enemies of the nation, or to that purpose ; and that 
orders were immediately given for taking up a great number 
of large transports, among which are many old India ships, 
whence it is conjectured that they intend some great effort 
in the West Indies, and perhaps mean to carry off their 
troops and stores from New York and Charleston. I hope 
however, that we shall not in expectation of ‘this, relax in 
our preparations for the approaching campaign. , 

I will procure the books you write for, and send them as 
soon as possible. 

Present my duty to the congress, and believe me to be 
with sincere esteem, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN 


RE Eee SPT oe 
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To the same. 
Passy, Marek 30, 1782. 
SIR, 

IN mine of the ninth instant, I acknowleged the receipt 
of yours of January the 7th, and I have not since reguved 
any of a later date. 

The newspapers which. I send you by thie conveyance, 
will acquaint you with what has, since my last, passed in | 
parliament. You will then see a copy of the bill brought in 
by the attorney general for empowering the king to make 
peace with the colonies. They still seem to flatter them- 
selves with the idea of dividing us, and rather than name 
the congress, they empower him to treat with any body 
or bodies of men, or any person or persons, Sc. They are 
here likewise endeavoring to get us to treat separately from 
France, at the same time they are tempting France to treat 
separately from us, equally without the least chance of suc. 
cess. I have been drawn into a correspondence on this 
subject, which you shall have with my next. I send youa 
letter of Mr. Adams’s just received, which shews also that 
they are weary of the war, and would get out of it if they knew 

how. They had not then received the certain news of the 

loss of St. Christophers, which will probably render them 
still more disposed to peace. I see that a bill is also passing 
through the house of commons, for the exchange of Ame- 
rican prisoners, the purport of which I do not yet know. 

In my last I promised to be more particular with respect 
to the points you mentioned, as proper to be insisted on in 
the treaty of peace. My ideas on those points, are, I assure 
you, full as strong as yours, I did intend to have given 
you my reasons for some addition, and if the treaty were 
to be heid on your side the water I would do it; otherwise 
it seems on second thought to be unnecessary, and if my 
letter should be intercepted, may be inconvenient. Be 

assured I shall not willingly give up any important right or 
interest of our country, and unless this campaign should 
afford our enemies some considerable advantage, I hope 
more may be obtained than is yet expected. I have pur- 
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chased for you all the books you desired, except four which 
we have sent for to England. I shall request our excellent 
friend, the marquis de la Fayette, to take them under his 
care, and I hope they will get safe to hand. The others 
shall follow by the first opportunity after I receive them. 
Our affairs go on generally well in Europe; Holland has 
been slow; Spain slower; but time will, I hope, smooth 
away all difficulties. Let us keep up not only our courage 
but our vigilance, and not be laid asleep by the pretended 
half peace the English make with us, without asking our 
consents We cannot be safe while they keep armies in our 
country. 
With great esteem, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


John Adams, Esq. to Dr. Franklin. 
Hague, March 26, 1782. . 
SIR, 

ONE day last week, I received at Amsterdam a card 
from ...... enclosing two letters to me from Mr. David 
Hartley. The card desired to see me on business of im- 
portance, and the letters from Mr. Hartley contained an 
assurance, that to his knowlege the bearer came from the 
highest authority. I answered the card, that in the present 
situation of affairs here, and elsewhere, it was impossible 
for me to see any one from England without witness, but if 
he were willing to see me in presence of Mr. Thaxter, my 
secretary, and that I should communicate whatever he 
should say to me to Doctor Franklin and the count de Ver- 
gennes, I would wait for him at home at ten o’clock, but 
that I had rather he should go to Paris without seeing me, 
and communicate what he had to say to Doctor Franklin, 
whose situation enabled him to consult the court without 
loss of time. At ten however, he came and told) me a 
long story about consultations with Mr. Penn, Mr. Hart- 
ley, lord Beauchamp, and at last Lord North, by whom he 
was finally sent to inquire of me, if I or any other had au- 
thority to treat with Great Britain of atruce. I answered 


r 
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that I came to Europe last, with full power to make peace, 
that these powers had been announced to the public 
upon my arrival, and continued in force till last summer, 
when congress sent a new commission, containing the 
same powers to five persons, whom I named. ‘That if the 
king of England were my father, and I the heir apparent 
to his throne, I could not advise him ever to think of a 
truce, because it would be but a real war under asimulated 
appearance of tranquillity, and would end in another open 
and bloody war, without doing any real good to any of the 
parties. 

He said that the raaMisery would send some person of 
consequence over, perhaps general Conway; but they were 
apprehensive that he would be ill treated or exposed. I 
said that if they resolved upon such a measure, I had ra- 
ther they would send immediately to Doctor Franklin, 
because of his situation near the French court. But there 
was no doubt if they sent any respectable personage, pro- 
perly authorized, who should come to treat honorably, he 
would be treated with great respect. But that if he came 
to me, I could give him no opinion upon any thing, without 
consulting my colleagues, and should reserve a right of 
communicating every thing to them and to our allies. 

He then said that his mission was finished, that the fact 
to be ascertained was simply, that there was a commission 
in Europe to treat and conclude; but that there was not one 
person in Great Britain who could affirm or prove that there 
was such acommission, although it had been announced in 
the gazettes. *% 

{ desired him, and he promised me not to mention Mr. 
Laurens to the ministry, without his consent, and (without 
informing him that it was impossible that he should say any 
thing in the business) because he knew nothing of. our in- 
structions, because although it was possible that his being 
in such a commission might induce them to release him, 
yet it was also possible it might render them more difficult 
concerning his exchange. 

The picture he gives of the situation of things in Eng- 
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land is gloomy enough for them. The distresses of the 


people, and the distractions in administration and parlia- 


ment, are such as may produce any effect almost that can 


be imagined. 

The only use of all this, I think, is to strike decisive 
strokes at New York and Charleston. There is no posi- 
tion so advantageous for negociation, as when: we have all 
an enemy’s armies prisoners. I must beg the favor of you 
sir, to send me by one of count de Vergennes’s couriers to 
the Duc la Vauguion, a copy in letters of our peace in- 
structions. I have not been able to decypher one quarter 
part of mine. Some mistake has certainly been made. 

Ten or eleven cities of Holland have declared them- 
selves in favor of the American mdependence, and it is 
expected that to-day or to-morrow this province will take 
the decisive resolution of admitting me to my audience. 
Perhaps some of the other provinces may delay it for three 
or four weeks. But the prince has declared that he has no 
hopes of resisting the torrent, and therefore that he shall 
not attempt it. The Duc de la Vauguion, has acted a 
very friendly and honorable part in this business, without 
however doing any ministerial act in it. 


With great respect, &c. 
JOHN ADAMS. 


to R. R. Livingston, Esq. Secretary of Foreign Affairs. 
Passy, April 8, 1782. 
of SIR, 

SINCE my last an extraordinary revolution has taken 
place in the court of England. All the old ministers are 
out, and the chiefs of the opposition are in their places. 
The newspapers that I send will give you the names as 
correctly as we yet know them; our last advices mention 
their kissing hands, but they had yet done nothing in their 
respective offices, by which one might judge of their pro- 
jected measures, as whether they will ask a peace, of which 
they have great need, the nation having of late suffered 
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many losses, men grown extremely scarce, and lord North’s 
new taxes, proposed as funds for the loan, meeting with great 
opposition ; or whether they will strive to find new resour- 
ces and obtain allies to enable them to please the king and 
nation, by some vigorous exertions against France, Spain 
and Holland. With regard to America having, while in 
opposition, carried the vote for making no longer an offen- 
sive war with us, they seem to have tied their own hands 
from acting against us. Their predecessors had been tam- 
pering with this court for a separate peace. ‘The king’s 
answer gave me great pleasure. It will be sent to M. de 
la Luzerne, and by him communicated to congress. None 
of their attempts to divide us, meet with the least encou- 
ragement, and I imagine the present set will try other mea- 
SUIeS. : | 

My letters from Holland,’ give pleasing accounts of the 
rapid progréss our affairs are making in that country. The 
packet from Mr. Dumas, which I forward with this, will 
give you the particulars. 

Monsr. le prince de Broglie, will do me the favor of 
delivering this to you. He goes over to join the French 
army with the more pleasure, as itis employed in the cause 
of liberty, a cause he loves, and in establishing the inte- 
rests of America, a country for which he has much regard 
and affection. I recommend him earnestly to the civilities 
and services it may be in your power to render him, and I 
request you would introduce him to the president of con- 
gress, and to the principal members civil and military. 

Our excellent friend the marquis de la Fayette, will sail 
in about three weeks ; by that time, we may have more in- 
teresting intelligence from England, and I shall write you 

_ fully. 
With great esteem, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


$ 
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09 Robert Morris, Esq. 
Passy, mie ic! 8, 1782. 
‘OTR, 

The bills accepted by Mr. Jay, and afterwards pietacted 
for non-payment, are come and coming back to France and 
Holland, and I have ordered them to be taken up and dis- 
charged by our banker; I hope none will be returned te 
America. 

There is a convoy just going, and another it is said will 
follow in about three weeks; by these two, I hope the best 
part if not all our goods will be got out. 

Since my last of the 30th past, we hear that the old mi- 
nistry are all out to a man, and that the new ministry has 
kissed hands, and were about to enter upon their respective 
functions, as yet we know nothing of their projects. ‘They 
are all of them men who have in parliament, declared 
strongly against the American war, as unjust. Their 
predecessors made various separate and private essays to 
dispose us to quit France, and France to forsake us, but 
met with no encouragement. Before our friend the Mar- 
quis sails, we shall probably receive some interesting in- 
formation, which I will take care to forward to you. 

Our public affairs go on swimingly in Holland, and a 
treaty will probably soon be entered into between the two 
republics. I wish I could give you as good news of our 
private business; Mr. Barclay is still detained by i and I 
am deprived of his assistance here. 

This will be delivered to you by M. le prince de Brie. 
who goes over to join the army of M. de Rochambeau. 
He bears an excellent character, is fond of America and 
its glorious cause, and will have great satisfaction in fight- 
ing for the establishment of liberty. I recommend him 
earnestly to those civilities, which I know you have a plea- 
sure in shewing to strangers of merit and distinction, 

Your two fine boys continue well. They dine with me 
every Sunday, being at school in my neighbourhood. 

With great esteem and regard, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN, 


: 
| 
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To Robert R. Livingston, Esq. Secretary of Foreign Affairs. 
Passy, April 12, 1782. 
SIR, | 
Being at court on Tuesday, I learnt from the Dutch mi- 
nister, that the new English ministry have offered, through 
the ministers of Russia, a cessation of arms to Holland, 
and a renewal of the treaty of 1674. M. de Berkenrode 
seemed to be of opinion, that the offer was intended to gain 
time to obstruct the concert of operations with France, for 
the ensuing campaign, and to prevent the conclusion of a 
treaty with America. It is apprehended, that it may have 
some effect in strengthening the hands of the English party 
in that country, and retard affairs a little; but it is hoped 
that the proposal will not be finally Barred to: it would in- 
’ deed render the Dutch ridiculous. 

A, having a cane in his hand, meets his neighbour B, 
who happens to have none, takes the advantage and gives 
him a sound drubbing; B, having found a stick, and com- 
ing to return the blows he received, A, says my old friend, 
why should we quarrel, we are neighbours, and let us be 
good ones, and live peaceably by each other, as we used to 
do: if B, is so easily satisfied and lays aside his stick, the 
rest of his neighbours as well as A, will laugh at him. 
This is the light in which I stated it. Enclosed I send you 
a copy of the proposition. 

I see by the newspapers that the Spaniards having taken 
a little post called St. Joseph, pretend to have made a 
conquest of the Llinois country.’ In what light does this 
proceeding appear to congress? While they decline our of- 
fered friendship, are they to be suffered to encroach on our 
‘bounds, and shut us up within the Apalachian mountains? 
[ begin to fear they have some such project. 

Having seen in the English prints, an article from Lisbon, 
that twe American ships, under French colors, being arrived 
in that port were siezed by government. I asked the Portu- 
guese embassador if it was true. He said he had no advice 
-of it, as he certainly should have had, if such a thing had 
happened; he therefore did not give the least credit to 
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it; and said we might make ourselves perfectly easy, no 
such treatment would in his opinion, be offered to us in 
their ports ; and he further observed, on the falshood of the 
English newspapers, their having lately asserted that the 
congress had issued letters of marque, for cruising against 
the Portuguese. 


With great respect, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN, 


To the same. 


Passy, Fune 25, 1782. 
DIR, 
IT have received your respected letters of January 26th 


and February 13th, the first was accompanied with a form 
of a convention, for the establishment of consuls. Mr. 
Barclay having been detained these six months in Holland, 
though in continual expectation of returning hither, I have 
yet done nothing in that business, thinking his presence 
might be of use in settling it. As soon as he arrives, I 
shall move the completion of it. The second enforces some 
resolutions of congress sent me with it, respecting a loan of © 
12,000,000, to be demanded of France for the current 
year. I had already received the promise of six millions, 
together with the clearest and most positive assurances, that 
it was all the king could spare to us, that we must not ex- 
pect more; that if drafts and demands came upon me be- 
yond that sum, it behoved me to take care how I accepted 
them, or where I should find funds for the payment, since I 
could certainly not be further assisted out of the royal trea- 
sury. Under this declaration, with what face could I ask for 
another six millions. It would be saying you are not to be 
believed, you can spare more, you are able to lend me twice 
the sum, if you were but willing. If you read my letter 
to Mr. Morris of this date, I think you will be convinced 
how improper any language, capable of such a construc- 
tion, would be to such a friend. I hope however, that the 
toan Mr. Adams has opened in Holland, for three millions 
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of florins, which it is said is likely to Hacked, will Ey 
the deficiency. ' 

By the newspapers I have sent, you will see that the ge- 
neral disposition of the British nation towards us had been 
changed. ‘Iwo persons have been sent here by the new 
ministers, to propose treating for peace. They had at 
first some hopes of getting the belligerent powers to treat 
separately, one after another, but finding that impracticable, 
they have after several messengers sent to and fro, come toa 
resolution of treating with all together for a general peace, 
and have agreed that the place shall be Paris. Mr. Gren- 
ville is now here with full powers for that purpose, (if they 
ean be reckoned full with regard to America, till a certain 

act is completed for enabling his majesty to treat, &c. which 
has gone through the commons, and has been once read in 
thelords.) I keep avery particular journal of what passes 
every day, in the affair, whichis transcribing to be sent you. 
f shall therefore need to say no more of it in this letter, 
except that though I still think they were at first sincere in 
their desire of peace, yet since their success in the West 
Indies, I imagine that I see marks of their desiring rather 
to draw the negociations into length, that they may take 
the chance of what the rest of the campaign shall produce 
in their favor; and as there are so many interests to adjust, 
it will be prudent for us to suppose, that even another cam- 
paign may pass before all can be agreed. Something too 
“may happen to break off the negociations, and we should 
be prepared for the worst. I hoped-for the assistance of 
Mr. Adams and Mr. Laurens. The first is too much en- 
gaged in Holland to come hither, and the other declines 
serving; but I have.now the satisfaction of being joined by 
_ Mr. Jay, who happily arrived here from Madrid last Sun- 
day. The marquis de la Fayette is of real use in our affairs 
here, and as the campaign is not likely to be very active in 
‘North America, I wish I may be able to prevail with him 
to stay a few weeks longer. By him you will receive the 
journal abovementioned, which is already pretty volumni. 
gus, and yet the negociations cannot be said to be opened. 
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Ireland you will see has obtained all her demands trium- 
phantly. I meet no one from that country who does not 
express some obligation to America for their success. 

Before I received your just observations on the subject, 
‘Thad obtained for the English ministers a resolution to ex- 
change allour prisoners. They thought themselves obliged 
to have an act of parliament for authorising the king to do 
it. This war being different from others, as made by an act 
of parliament declaring us rebels, and our people being 
committed as for high treason. I empowered Mr. Hodg- 
son, who was chairman of the committee that collected and 
dispensed the charitable subscription for the American pri- 
soners, to treat and conclude on terms of their discharge, 
and having approved of the draft he sent me of the agree- 
ment, I hope the congress will see fit to order a punctual 


execution of it. I have long suffered with those poor brave 


men, who with so much public virtue have endured four or 
five years hard imprisonment, rather than serve against 
their country. Ihave done all I could afford towards mak- 
ing their situations more comfortable; but their numbers 


was so great, that I could do but little for each; and that | 


very great villain ......, defrauded them of between three 
and four hundred pounds, which he drew from me on their 
account. He lately wrote mea letter, in which he pretended 
he was coming to settle with me, and to convince me that 
Thad been mistaken with regard to his conduct; but he ne- 
ver appeared, and I hear he is gone to America. Beware 
of him, for he is very artful, and has cheated many. I 
hear every day of new rogueries committed by him in Eng- 
land. 


The embassador from Sweden to this court applied to me © 
lately, to know if I had powers that would authorise my mak- | 
ing a treaty with his master, in behalf of the United States. — 
Recollecting a general power that was formerly given to me © 
with the other commissioners, I answered inthe affirmative. < 


Se ee ee 


He seemed much pleased, and said the king had directed © 
him to ask the question, and had charged him to tell me, that — 


he had so great an esteem formed, that it would be a par~_ 
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ticular satisfaction to him to leave such a transaction with, 
me. I have perhaps some vanity in repeating this, but I 
think too that it is right that congress should know it, and 
judge if any use may be made of the reputation of a citizen 
for the public service. In case it should be thought fit to 
employ me in that business, it will be well to send a more 
particular power and proper instructions. The embassador 
added, that it was a pleasure to him to think, and he hoped 
it would be remembered, that Sweden was the first power 
in Europe which had voluntarily offered its friendship to 
the United States, without being solicited. This affair should 
be talked of as little as possible, till completed. 

I enclose another complaint from Denmark, which I re- 
quest you will lay before congress. 

f am continually pestered with complaints from French 
seamen, who were with captain €onynham in his first 
cruize from Dunkirk, from others who were in the Lex- 
ington, the Alliance, &c. being put on board prizes that 
were re-taken, were never afterwards able to join their re- 
spective ships, and so have been deprived of the wages, 
&c. dueto them. It is for our national honor that justice 
would be done them, if possible; and I wish you to pro- 
cure an order from congress for inquiring into their demands, 
and satisfying such as shall be found just. It sae be ad- 
dressed to the consul. 

I enclose a note from M.de Vigsueonce tome, es 
by a memoire relating to a Swiss who died at Edenton. 
If you can procure the information desired, it will much 
oblige the French embassador in Switzerland. 

I have made the addition you directed to the cypher. I 
rather prefer the old one of Dumas, perhaps because I am 
more used to it. LIenclose several letters from that anci- 
ent and worthy servant of our country. He is now em- 
ployed as secretary to Mr. Adams, and I must, from along 
experience of his zeal and usefulness, beg leave to recom- 
mend him warmly to the consideration of congress with 
regard to his appointments, which have never been equa! 
to fis merit. As Mr. Adams writes me the good news, 
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that he shall no longer be obliged to draw on me, for his 
salary. I suppose it will be proper to direct his paying that 
which shall be allowed to.M. Dumas. 

Be pleased to present my duty to the congress, and be- 
lieve me to be with great esteem and regard, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


rare) 


Count de Vergennes to Dr. Franklin. 


Versailles, April 23, 1782. 
SIR, | 

THE Baron de Blome has just sent me the annexed me- 
morial, and the only use I can make of it is to communicate 
it to you, persuaded that you will forward it to congress. 


I have the honor to be, &c. ) 
DE VERGENNES. 


Complaint from Denmark against an American pirivateer, called the 


Henry. 
‘ NOTE- 


THE court of Denmark has been informed that the ship 
Providence of Christiana in Norway, destined from Lon- 
don for St. Thomas’s, a Danish island, with a cargo of di- 
vers merchandize, has been stopped in the latitude of An- 
tigua by an American privateer called the Henry, captain 
Thomas Benson, and has been conducted into a port of 
New England, under the pretence that the cargo might be 
English property. | 

As this act is prejudicial to the credit, security, and liber- 
ty of the Danish flag; the underwritten has been charged 
by order of his court to communicate the same to his ex- 
cellency the count de Vergennes, requesting that he will 
be pleased to effect, by his intervention, a prompt and en- 
tire restitution of the said vessel and cargo, with damages 
proportioned to the unjust detention; and that he will be — 
kind enough at the same time, to endeavor to obtain that 
precise orders be given to the American privateers not to 
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trouble, in any wise the navigation and commerce of Den: 
mark, but to respect its flag. | 

The court has the greater right to expect this compliance 
on the part of the Americans, as they continue to enjoy every 
liberty, and to find every assistance in its American islands, 
and they will always experience the same kind treatment on 
the part of Denmark, provided they correspond by a aa 
ings equally amicable. 


rom the Count de Vergennes, transmitting a memoir from Johir 
James Vaillier, a Swiss subject. 


THE count de Vergennes has the honor to send to 
Mr. Franklin a memorial,» which has been addressed to 
him by the king’s embassador in Switzerland. He requests 
that he will inform him of whatever answer he may receive 
to it. 


Lo Robert R. Livingston, Esq. Secretary for Foreign affairs. 
Passy, Fune 29, 1782. 
SIR, 

IN mine of the 25th inst. I omitted nventioning, that, at 
the repeated earnest instances of Mr. Laurens, who had. 
given such expectations to the ministry of England, when 
his parole or securities were discharged, as that he could 
not think himself at liberty to act in public affairs till the 
parole of lord Cornwallis was absolved by me in exchange. 
I sent to that general the paper of which the enclosed isa 
copy; and I see by the English papers that his lordship 
immediately on the receipt of it has appeared at court, and 
has taken his seat in the house of peers, which he did not 
before think warrantable. My authority for doing this ap- 
peared questionable to myself, but Mr. Laurens judged it 
deducible from that respecting general Burgoyne, and, by 


u This memorial from John James Vallier, a Swiss subject of the Canton 
of Soleure, bailiwie of Fleumenthal, that related tu John Vallier, a younger bro- 
ther, who died at Edenton, North Carolina, in the house of Mr, Francis la 
Fond, a Frenchman, from Bourdeaux. Its design appears meerly to ascertairt 
the truth of his death. ; 

U ' 
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his letters to me, seemed so unhappy till it was done that I 
ventured it, with a clause, however (as you will see) re-. 
serving to congress the approbation or disallowance of it. . 

. The enabling act is now said to be passed, but no copy of 
itis yet received here, so that as the bill first printed, has 
suffered alterations in passing through parliament, and we 
know not what they are, the treaty with us ts not yet com- 
menced. Mr. Grenville expects his courier in a few days, 
with the answer of his court to a paper given him on the 
part of this. That answer will probably afford us a clearer 
understanding of the intentions of the British ministry, 
which for some weeks past have appeared somewhat equi- 
vocal and uncertain. It looks as if since their late success 
in the West Indies, they a little repented of the advances 
they had made in their declarations respecting the acknow- 
legement of our independence; and we have pretty good 
information, that some of the ministry still flatter the king 
with the hope of recovering his sovereignty over us, on the 
same terms as are now making with Ireland. However wil- 
ling we might have been, at the commencement of this 
contest, to have accepted such conditions, be assured that 
we can have no safety in them at present. The king hates 
us most cordially, and his character for falsehood and dis- 
simulation is so thoroughly known, that none even of those 
who call themselves his friends, have any dependance on 
him. If he is once admitted to any degree of power or 
government among us, however limited, it will soon be ex- 
tended by corruption, artifice, and force, till we are re- 
duced to absolute subjection ; and that the more easily, as 
by receiving him again for our king, we shall draw upon 
ourselves the contempt of all Europe, who now admire and 
respect us, and shall never again find a friend to assist us. 
There are, it is said, great divisions in the ministry on 
other points as well as this: and those who aim at engross- 
ing the power, flatter the king with this project of re-union; 
and it is said have much reliance on the operation of private 
agents sent into America, to dispose minds there in favor 
of it, and to bring about a separate treaty there w ith genera} 
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€arleton. I have not the least apprehension that congress 
will give into this scheme, it being inconsistent with our 
treaties, as well as with our interests; but I think it will 
be well to watch these emissaries, and secure or banish 
immediately such as shall be found tampering, and stirring 
up the people to call for it. The firm united resolution of 
; France, Spain, and Holland, joined with ours, not to treat 
of a particular but a general peace, notwithstanding the 
separate tempting offers to each, will in the end give us the 
command of that peace. Every one of the other powers _ 
see clearly their interests in this, and persist in that reso- 
lution; the congress I am persuaded, are as clear sighted. 
as any of them, and will not depart from the system, which 
has been attended with so much success, and promises to 
make America soon both great and happy: 

I have just received a letter from Mr. Laurens, dated at 
Lyons, on his journey into the south of France for his health, 
Mr. Jay will write also by this opportunity. 

With great esteem, 


I have the honor to be, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


Form of the discharge of Harl Cornwallis, from his far sin 
by Dr. Franklin, 

THE congress having by a resolution of the aan of 
' June last, empowered me to offer an exchange of general 
Burgoyne for the honorable Mr. Laurens, then a prisoner 
in the Tower of London, and whose liberty they much de- 
sire to obtain; which exchange, though proposed by me 
according to the said resolution, had not been accepted or 
executed, when advice was received, that general Burgoyne 
was exchanged in virtue of another agreement. And Mr. © 
Laurens having thereupon proposed another lieutenant ge- 
heral, to wit, lord Cornwallis, as an exchange for himself, 
promising that if set at liberty, he would do his utmost to 
obtain a confirmation of that proposal; and Mr. Laurens 
being soon after discharged, and haying since urged. me 
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earnestly in several letters to join with him in absolving 
the parale of that general, which appears to be a thing just 
and equitable in itself; and for the honor therefore of our 
country, I do hereby, as far as in my power lies, in virtue 
of the abovementioned resolution, or otherwise, absolve 
and discharge the parole of lord Cornwallis, given by him 
in Virginia ; setting him at entire liberty, to act in his civil 
or military capacity, until the pleasure of congress shall be 
known, to whom is reserved the confirmation or disapproba- 
tion of this discharge, in case they have made or shall 
intend to make a different disposition. 
Given at Passy, this 9th day of June, 1782. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


Minister plenipotentiary from the United States of 
America, to the court of France. 


Lo the Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the United States. 


Passy, August 12, 1782. 
SIR, 


I HAVE lately been honored with your several letters, 
No. 10, March 9th; No. 11, May, 22d; and No. 12, May 
30th. 

The paper containing.a state of the commerce in North 
America, and explaining the necessity and utility of con- 
voys for its protection, I have laid before the minister, 
accompained by a letter pressing that it be taken into im- 
mediate consideration ; and I hope it may be attended with 
SUCCESS. | 

The order of congress for liquidating the accounts be- 
tween this court and the United States, was executed before 
it arrived. All the accounts against us for money lent, and 
stores, arms, ammunition, clothing, &c. furnished by go- 
vernment, were brought in and examined, and a balance 
received which made the debt amount to the even sum of 
eighteen millions, exclusive of the Holland loan, for which 
the king is guarantee. I send a copy of the instrument to 
Mr. Morris. In reading it you will discover several fresh 
marks of the king’g goodness towards ‘us, amounting to 
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the value of near two millions. These, added to the free 
gifts before made to us/at different times, form an object of 
at least twelve millions, for which no returns but that of 
gratitude and friendship, are expected. These I hope may 
be everlasting. The constant good understanding between 
France and the Swiss Cantons, and the steady benevolence 
of this crown towards them, afford as well grounded hope 
that our alliance may be as durable and as happy for both 
nations; there being strong reasons for our union, and no 
crossing interests between us. I write fully to Mr. Morris 
on money affairs, who will doubtless communicate to you 
my letter, so that I need say the less to you on that subject. 

The letter to the king was well received; the accounts of 
your rejoicings on the news of the dauphin’s birth, give 
pleasure here; as do the firm conduct of congress in refus- 
ing to treat with general Carleton, and the unanimous 
resolutions of the assemblies of different states on the same 
subject (all ranks of this nation appear to be in good hu- 
mor with us, and our reputation rises throughout Europe) 
I understand from the Swedish embassador, that their 
treaty with us will go on as soon as ours with Holland is 
finished; our treaty with France, with such improvements 
as that with Holland may suggest, being intended as the 
basis. 

There have been various misunderstandings. and mis- 
managements among the parties concerned in the expedition 
of the Bonhomme Richard, which have occasioned delay 
in dividing the prize money. M. de Chaumont, who was 
chosen by the captains of all the vessels in the expedition 
as their agent, has long been in a state little short of bank- 
ruptcy, and some of the delays have possibly been occasioned 
by the distress of his affairs ; he now informs me that the mo- 
ney is in the hands of the minister of the marine. [ shall 
in a few days present the memorial you propose, with one 
relating to the prisoners, and will acquaint you with the 
answer. Mr. Barclay is still in Holland: when he returns | 
he may take into his hands what money can be obtained on 
that account. 
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I think your observations, respecting the Danish com- 
plaints through the minister of France perfectly just. I 
will receive no more of them by that channel, and will give 
your reasons to justify my refusal. | 

_ Your approbation of my idea of a medal to perNeHunte 
the memory of York and Saratoga victories, gives me preat 
pleasure, and encourages me to have it struck. I wish you 
would acquaint me with what kind of a monument, at 
York the emblems required are to be fixed on; whether an 
obelisk or a column; its dimensions; whether any part of 
it is to be marble, and the emblems carved on it, and whe- 
ther the work is to be executed by the excellent artists in 
that way which Paris affords; and if so, to what expense 
they are to be limited. This puts me in mind of a monu- 
ment I got made here and sent to America, by order of 
congress five years since. I have heard of its arrival and 
nothing more. It was admired here for its elegant antique 
simplicity of design, and the various beautiful marbles 
used in its composition. It was intended to be fixed against 
a wall in the state house of Philadelphia. I know not why 
it has been so long neglected, it would, methinks, be well 
to enquire after it, and get it put up some where. Direc- 
tions for fixing it were sent with it. I enclose a print of it. 
The inscription in the engraving is not on the monument; 
it was merely the fancy of the engraver. There is a white 
plate of marble left smooth to receive such inscription as the 
congress should think proper. eae - 

Our countrymen who have been prisoners in Birelind 
are sent home, a few excepted, who were sick, and who will 
be forwarded as soon. as recovered. ‘This eases us of a very 
considerable charge. 

I communicated to the marquis de la Fayette, the para- - 
graph of your letter which related to him. He is stillhere ; 
and as there seems not much likelihood of an active'cam- — 
paign in America, he is probably more useful where he is. - 
His departure however, though delayed, is not. siieiaiasiiese #3 
laid aside. 
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The second changes in the ministry of England, have. 
occasioned or have afforded pretences for various delays in 
the negociation for peace. Mr. Grenville had two succes- 
sive imperfect commissions. He was at length recalled, 
and Mr. Fitzherbert is now arrived to replace him, with a 
commission in due form to treat with France, Spain and 
Holland. Mr. Oswald who is here, is informed by a letter 
from the new secretary of state, that a commission empow- 
ering him to treat with the commissioners of congress, will 
pass the seals, and be sent him in a few days; till it arrives, 
this court will not proceed in its own negociation. I send 
the enabling act, as itis called. Mr, Jay will acquaint you 
with what passes between him and the Spanish embassador, 
respecting the proposed treaty with Spain. I will only 
mention 281. 599. 109. 124. 481. 256. 238. 468. 292. 281. 
551. 386. 263. 268. 173. 33. 451. 440. 399. 453. 628. 74. 
141. 167. 415. 576. 187. 109. 16. 542. 347. 37. 481. 648. 
163. 30. 112. 235. 193. 481. 346. 428. 143. 37. 268. 414. 
374. 167. 83. 268. 268. 654. 481. 254. 167. 315. 542.358 
468. 109, 242. 159. 167. 119. 402. 460. 447. 292. 167. 170. 
399. 250. 242. 479. 574. 200. 64. 245. 448, 208. 109. 371. 
408. 161. 263. 399. 

Explication. That my conjecture of that court’s design 
to coop us up within the Allegheny mountains is now mani- 
fested. I hope congress will insist on the Mississippi as 
the boundary, and the free navigation of the river from 
which they could entirely exclude us. 

» An account of a terrible massacre of the Moravian In- 
dians has been put into my hands. I sent you the papers, 
that you may see how the fact is represented in Europe. I 
hope measures will be taken to secure what is left of those 
unfortunate people. f } 

Mr. Laurens is at Nantes, waiting fora passage with his 
family to America. His state of health is unfortunately 
very bad. Perhaps the sea air may recover him, and re- 
store him well to his country: I heartily wish it. He hae 
suffered much by his confinement. : 
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Be pleased sir to present my duty to the congress, and 
assure them of my most faithful services. 
With great esteem, 
I have the honor to be, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


Lo Robert Morris, Esq. Te 
Passy, August 12, 1782. 
Sik, 

I HAVE received (many of them at the same time) 
your sundry letters of March the 23d, April 8th and 17th, 
May 17th, 18th, two of 23d and 29th. It would be a 
Satisfaction to me if you would likewise mention from time 
the dates of those you receive from me. 

Most of your letters pressing my obtaining more money 
for the present year, the late losses suffered in the West 
Indies, and the unforeseen unnecessary expenses, the repara- 
tion there and here, must occasion, render it more difficult, 
and, I am told impossible; though the good disposition 
of the court towards us continues perfect. All I can say 
on the head of money more than I have said in preceding 
letters, is, that I confide you will be careful not to bankrupt 
your banker by your drafts ; and I will do my utmost that 
those you draw shall be duly honored. 

The plan you intimate for discharging the bills in favor 
ef Beaumarchais, though well imagined was impracticable. 
[ had accepted them, and he had discounted them, or paid 
them away, or divided them amongst his creditors. They 
were, therefore, in different hands, with whom I could not 
manage the transactions proposed. Besides, I had paid — 
them punctually when they became due, which was before — 
the receipt of your letter on that subject. That he was 
furnished with his funds by the government here, is a sup+ 
position, of which no foundation appears, he says it was — 
by a company he had formed; and when he solicited me to 
give up acargo in part of payment, he urged, with tears in 
his eyes, the distress himself and associates were reduced 


if 
| 


\ 


| 
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to, by our delay of remittances. [am glad to see. that it 
is intended to appoint a commissioner to settle all our public 
accounts in Europe. I hope he will have better success 
with Mr. Beaumarchais than I have had. He has often 
promised solemnly to render an account in two or three days. 
Years have since elapsed and he has not yet done it. Ins 
deed. I doubt whether his, books. have been so well kept as 
to make it possible. 

You direct me, in yours of May 1 rth, to pay over into the 
hands of Mr. Grand, on. your account, such monies belong- 
ing to the United States as may be in Europe; distinct from 
those to be advanced for the current year. I would do it 
with pleasure if there were any such. There may be indeed 
some in Holland, raised by the new loan, but that is not in 
my disposition, though I have’ no doubt that Mr. Adams 
will, on occasion, apply it in support of your credit. Al 
the aids given by the crown, all the sums borrowed of it, 
and all the Dutch loans of ten millions, though the orders 
to receive have been given to me, the payments from the 
Tresor Royal have all been made on my orders in favor 
of Mr. Grand, and the money again paid away by him 
on my drafts for public services and expenses, as you will 
see by his accounts ; so that I never saw or touched a livre 
of it, except what-I received from him in discharge of my 
salary, and sore disbursements. He has even réceived 


_ the whole six millions of the current year, so that I have 


nothing in any shape to pay over tohim. On occasion of 
my lately desiring to know the state of our funds, that I 
might judge whether I could undertake to pay what you 
were directed to pay Mr.. William Lee, by vote of con- 
gress, as soon as the state of public finances would. admit: 
Mr. Grand wrote me a note, with a short sketch of their 
then supposed situation, which I enclose: You will proba- 


_bly have from him as soon as possible, a more perfect: ac- 


count ; but this will serve to shew that I could not prudently 


_ comply with your wish, of making that payment to Mr. Lee; 


and I have accordingly declined it; the less unwillingly as 


_ he is entitled by the vote to interest. 


X 
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I send herewith the accounts of the supplies we have re- 
ceived in goods, which I promised in my last. 

The sum of their value is included in the settlement made 
with this court, mentioned in a former letter. Herewith I 
also send a copy of the contract which has been long in 
hand, asid but lately completed. The term of the first 
yearly payment we are to make, was readily changed at my 
request, from the first to the third year after the peace ; the 
other marks of the king’s bounty towards us, will be seen 
in the instrument. The interest already due and forgiven, 
amountto more than a million and a half, what might be- 
come due before the peace is uncertain. The charges of 
exchange, commissions, brokerage, &c. of the Dutch loan, 
amount to more than five hundred thousand livres, which 
is also given, so that we have the whole sum neat, and are te 
pay for it but four per cent. This liquidation of our accounts 
with the court, was completed béfore the vote of con- 
gress directing it came to hand. Mr. Grand examined all 
the particulars, and I have no doubt of its being approved. 

Mr. Grand, to whom Ihave communicated your letter of | 
April 17th, will soon write to you fully. We shall observe 
the general rule you give respecting the 5th, 6th, 7th and 
8th bills) The attention, care, and pains necessary to pre- 
vent by exact agcounts of those accepted, and examination 
of those offered, impositions which are often attempted by 
presenting at a distant time the 2d, 3d, &c. is much greater — 
than I could have imagined. Much has been saved by that 
attention, of which of late we keep an account; but the 
hazard of loss by such attempts might be diminished, to- 
gether with the trouble of examination by making fewer 
small bills. 

Your conduct, activity, and address as financier and pro 
vider for the exigencies of the state, is much admired and 
praised here, its good consequences being so evident, par- | 
ticularly with regard to the rising credit of our country | 
and the value of bills. No one but yourself can enjoy your 
growing reputation more than I do. 
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Mr. Grand. has undertaken to pay any balance that may 
be found due to Messrs. le Couteulx out of the money in 
his hands. Applying for so small a sum as 5,000 livres 
would be giving trouble for a trifle, as all applications for 
money must be considered in council, 

Mr, Grand having already received the whole six mil- 
lions, either in money or accepted bills payable at different 
periods, I expect he will deliver up to me the bills for that 
sum which you have drawn upon me, the rather as they ex- 
press value received by you. I never heard any mention 
here of intended monthly payments, or that the money could 
not be obtained but by your drafts. I enclose a letter by 
which the payment was ordered of the last three millions. 

TI observe what you mention of the order that the minis- 
ters salaries are to be hereafter paidin America. I hereby 
empower and desire you to receive and remit mine. Ido 
not doubt your doing it regularly and timely. Foraminister 
without money, I perceive, makes a ridiculous figure here, 
though secure from arrests. I have taken a quarter’s ad- 
vance of salary from the 4th of last month, supposing it 
not intended to muzzle immediately the mouth of the ox 
that treadeth out the corn, 

With great esteem, I am, &c. ; 
B. FRANKLIN. 


Your boys are well, and Mr. Ridley and Mr. Barclay 
‘still in Holland. | 


_ 10 the Secretary of State of Foreign Affairs of the United States, 


. Passy, September 3, 1782. 
Sir, 

I HAVE just received your No. 13, dated the 23d of 
June. The accounts of the general sentiments of our peo-, 
ple respecting propositions from England, and the rejoicings 
on the birth of the Dauphin, give pleasure here, and it af- 
fords me much satisfaction to find the conduct of congress 
approved by all that hear or speak of it, and to see all the 
marks of a constantly growing regard for us, and confidence 
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in us among those in whom such sentiments are most to be 
desired. 

LT hope the affair of Captain Asgill was settled as it ought 
to be, by the punishment of Lippincut. Applications have 
been made here to obtain letters in favor of the young gen- 
tleman, enclosed I send you a copy of the answer I gave 
to that made to me. " 

1 had before acquainted M. Tousard, that his pension - 
would be paid in America, and there only, it being unrea- 
sonable to expect, that the congress should open a pay office 
in every part of the world, where pensioners should chuse to 
reside. I shall communicate to him that part of your letter. 

You wish to know what allowance I make to my, private se- 
eretary: my grandson, William T. Franklin, came over with 
me, served me as private secretary, during the time of the 
commissioners, and no secretary to the commission arriv- 
ing, though we had been made to expect one, he did business 
for us all, and this without any allowance for his services, 
though both Mr. Lee and Mr. Deane at times, mentioned it 
to me as a thing proper to be done, and a justice due to him. 
When I became appointed sole minister here, and the whole 
business which the commissioners had before divided with 
me, came into my hands, I was obliged to exact more 
service from him, and he was indeed by being so long in 
. the business, become capable of doing more. At length 
in the beginning of the year 1781, when he became of age, 
considering his constant close attention to the duties re- 
quired of him, and his having thereby missed the opportu- 
nity of studying the law, for which he had been intended, 
I determined to make him some compensation for the time 
passed, and fix some appointment for the time to come, till 
the pleasure of congress’ respecting him should be taken. 
T accordingly settled an account with him. Allowing him 
from the beginning of December 1776, to the end of 1777, 
the sum of 3400 livres; and for the year 1778, the sum of 4000 
livres ; for 1779, 4300 livres ; and for 1780, 6000 livres ; since 
that time, I have allowed him at th¢ rate of 300 louis per 
annum, being what I saw had been allowed by congress, 
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to the secretary of Mr. William Lee, who could not have 
had; I imagine, a fourth part of the business to go through; 
since my secretary, besides the writing and copying the 
papers relative to my common ministerial transactions, has 
had all those occasioned by my acting in the various em- 
ployments, of judge of admiralty, consul, purchaser of 
goods for the public, &c. besides that, of the accepter 
of the congress bills, a business, that requires being al- 
ways at home; bills coming by post from different ports 
and countries and often requiring immediate answers whe- 
ther good ornot; and to that end, it being necessary to ex- 
amine them by the books exactly kept, of all preceding ac- 
ceptations, in order to detect double presentations, which 
happen very frequently; the great number of these bills 
makes almost sufficient business for one person, and the con. 
finement they occasion is such, that we cannot allow our- 
selves a day’s excursion into the country, and the want of 
exercise has hurt our healths in several instances. The 
congress pay much larger salaries to some secretaries, who 
I believe deserve them, but not more than my grandson 
does ; the comparatively small one I have allowed to him, his 
fidelity, exactitude, and address in transacting business, being 
really what one could wish in such an officer, and the gen- 
teel appearance a,young gentleman in his station, obliges 
him to make, requiring at least such an income. Ido not 
mention the extraordinary business that has been imposed 
upon us in this embassy, as a foundation for demanding 
higher salaries than others. I never solicited for a public 
office either for myself or any relative ; yet I never refused 
one that I was capable of executing, when public service 
was in question; and I never bargained for salary, but con- 
tented myself with whatever my constituents were pleased 
to allow me. The congress will therefore consider every 
article charged in my account, distinct from the salary ori- 
ginally voted, not as what I presumed to insist upon, but 
as what I propose only for their consideration, and they 
will allow what they think proper. You desire an accurate 
estimate of those contingent expenses. I enclose copies of 
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two ‘letters which passed between Mr. Adams and me on 
the subject, and show the articles of which they consist. 
Their amount in different years may be found in my ac- 
counts, except the article of house rent, which has never 
yet been settled. M.de Chaumont, our landlord, having 
originally proposed to leave it till the end of the war, and 
then to accept for it a piece of American land from the 
congress, such as they might judge equivalent; if the con- 
gress did intend all contingent charges whatever to be 
included in the salary, and do not think proper to pay on 
the whole so much, in that case I would humbly suggest 
that the saving may be most convenient made by a diminu- 
tion of the salary, leaving the contingencies to be charged, 
because they may necessarily be very different in different 
years, and in different courts. I have been the more dif- 
fuse on this subject, as your letter gave occasion for it, 
and it is probably the last time I shall mention it. 

Be pleased to present my dutiful respects to congress ; 
assure them of my best services, and believe me to be with 
sincere esteem, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


P. S. As you will probably lay this letter before con- 
gress, I take the liberty of joining to it an extract of my 
letter to the president, of the 12th March, 1781, and of 
repeating my request therein contained, relative to my 
grandson. I enclose likewise extracts of letters from 
Messrs. Jay and Laurens, which both shew the regard 
those gentlemen have for him, and their desire of his be- 
ing noticed by the congress. 


B. FRANKLIN. 
September 3, 1782. | 


Dr. Franklin, to the President of Congress. 
Passy, March 12, 1782. 


Extract, &¢. I I MUST now beg leave to say po 
relating to myself, a subject with which I have not often 
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troubled the congress. I have passed my seventy-fifth year; 
and I find that the long and severe fit of the gout which I 
had the last winter, has shaken me exceedingly ; and Iam 
yet far from having recovered the bodily strength I before en- 
joyed. I do not know that my mental faculties are impaired. 
Perhaps I shall be the'last to discover that; but I am sen- 
sible of great diminution in my activity, a quality, I think 
particularly necessary in your minister for this court. I am 
afraid therefore, that your affairs may sometime or other 
suffer by my deficiency. I find also that the business is too 
heavy for me, and too confining. The constant attendance 
at home which is necessary for receiving and accepting 
your bills of exchange, (a matter foreign to: my ministerial 
functions) to answer letters, and perform other parts of my 
employment, prevent my taking the air and exercise which 
my annual journies formerly used to afford me, and which 
contributed much to the preservation of my health. There 
are many other little personal attentions which the infirmi- 
ties of age render necessary to an old man’s comfort, even 
perhaps in some degree to the continuance of his existence, 
and with which business often interferes. I have been 
engaged in public affairs, and enjoyed public confidence 
in some shape or other during the long term of fifty years, 
an honor sufficient to satisfy any reasonable ambition, and 
I have now no other left but the repose which I hope the 
congress will grant me by sending some person to supply 
my place. Atthe same time I beg they may be assured, 
that it is not any the least doubt of their success in the glo- 
rious cause, nor any disgust received in their service, that 
induces me to decline it, but purely and simply the reasons 
abovementioned ; and as I cannot at present undergo the 
fatigues of a sea voyage, (the last having been almost too 
much for me) and would not again expose myself to the 
hazard of capture and imprisonment in this time of war. 
I purpose to remain here at least till the peace; perhaps it 
may be for the remainder of my life, and if any knowlege, 
er experience I have acquired here, may be thought of use te 
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my successor, I shall freely communicate it and assist him 
with any influence I may be supposed to have, or counsel 
that may be desired of me. 

I have one request more to make, oe if I have served 
the congress to their satisfaction, I hope they will not re- 
fuse me. It is this, that they will be pleased to take under 
their protection my grandson, William Temple Franklin. 
I have educated him from his infancy, and I brought him 
over with an intention of placing him where he might be 
qualified for the profession of the law, but the constant 
occasion I had for his services as a private secretary, dur- 
ing the time of the commissioners, and more extensively 
since their departure, has induced me to keep him always 
with me, and indeed being continually disappointed of the 
secretary congress had at different times intended. me, it 
would have been impossible for me, without this young 
gentleman’s assistance, to have gone through the business 
incumbent onme; he has thereby lost so much of the time 
necessary to law studies, that I think it rather advisable for 
him to continue, if it may. be in the line of public foreign 
affairs, for which he seems qualified by a sagacity and judg- 
ment above his years. Great diligence and exact probity, 
a genteel address, a facility in speaking well the French 
tongue, and all the knowlege of business to be.obtained by 
a four years constant employment in the secretary’s office, 
where he may be said to have served a kind of apprentice- 
ship. After all the allowance I am capable of making for 
the partiality of a parent to his offspring, I cannot but think 
he may in time make a very able foreign minister for the 
congress, in whose service his fidelity may be relied on; 
but I do not at present propose him as such, for though he 
is now of age, a few years more of experience will not be 
amiss. In the meantime, if they shall think fit to employ 
him as a secretary to their minister at any European court; 
I am persuaded they will have reason to be satisfied with his 
eonduct, and I shall be thankful for his appointment as a 
favor to me. 
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Extract of a letter from John Jay, Esq. to the President of Congress; 
on the same subject. 
Madrid, April 25, 1781, 
(PUBLIC) 

THE letters herewith enclosed from Doctor Franklin, 
were left open for my perusal; the short stay of my courier 
at Paris not allowing time for copies to be made of the in- 
formation conveyed in and with it. 

I perceive that Doctor Franklin desires to retire; this 
circumstance calls upon me to assure congress that I have 
reason to be perfectly satisfied with his conduct towards 
me, and that I have received from him all the aid and atten- 
tion I could wish or expect; his character is very high 
here, and I really believe that the respectability he enjoys 
throughout Europe, has been of general use to our cause 
and country. 


— 


Fetract of a letter from John Jay, Eq. 
Madrid, April 21, 1781+ 
(PRIVATE.) 

BY the letter from Doctor Franklin, hertwith enclosed, 
and which he was so obliging as to leave open for my peru- 
sal, I find he has requested permission to retire, on account 
of his age, infirmities, &c. how far his health may be im* 
paired I know not. The letters I have received from him, 
bear no marks of age, and there is an acuteness and sen- 
tentious brevity in them, which do hot indicate an under- 
standing injured by years. I havé matly reasons to think 
our country much indebted to him, and I confess it would 
mortify my pride as an American, if lis constituents should 
be the only people to whom his character is known, that. 
should deny his merit and services: The testimony given 
them by other nations, justice demands of me to assure you, 
that his reputation and respectability aré acknowleged, and 
have weight here, arid that I have received from him all 
that uniform attention and aid which was due to the impors 
tance of the affairs committed to mie: 

Yy 
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The affectionate mention he makes of his only descend- 
ant, on whom the support of his name and family will 
devolve, is extremely amiable, and flows in a delicate man- 
ner from that virtuous sensibility by which nature kindlv 
extends the benefits of parental affection, to.a period be- 
yond the limits of our lives ; this is an affectionate subject, 
and minds susceptible of the finer sensations, are insensibly 
led at least to wish that the feelings of an ancient patriot, 
going in the evening of a long life early devoted to the pub- 
lic, to enjoy repose in the bosom of philosophic retirement, 
may be gratified by seeing some little sparks of the affec- 
tion of his country rest on the only support of his age and 
hope of his family. Such are the effusions of my heart on 
this occasion, and I pour them into yours from a persuasion. 
that they will meet with a hospitable reception from con- 
genial emotions. . 


Colonel John Laurens, to Dr. Franklin. 
-.« Leagues W. of Ortegal, Fune 9, 1781. 

I SNATCH a moment to pay my last respects to your 
excellency, and to: mention a matter which has occurred to 
me since my being on board. I have frequently reflected 
upon the mention which your excellency has made of re- 
tiring from, your present important station, and have 
never varied the opinion which I took the liberty of giving 
you once at the count de Vergennes, viz. that the best 
arrangement would be to give your excellency an active, 
' intelligent secretary of the embassy, who might relieve 
you from the drudgery of office; and that your country 
should not be deprived of the advantages of your wisdom 
and influence. The difficulty hitherto has been to find a 
person properly qualified, The advantages which your 
grandson derives from his knowlege of the language, and 
manners of the people, and his having been so long in your 
office, and with your excellency, are very great. The preju- 
dices which have been entertained against him may be re- 
moved by a personal introduction to congress, especially if 
it is combined with rendering a popular service. I take 
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the liberty of proposing. to your silliness therefore, if 
you can spare Mr, Franklin for the purpose, to commit 
to his care the second remittance of money, and to hasten 
his departure with that, and as much of the public supplies 
of clothing, &c. as may be ready to accompany it. I am 
persuaded that in public bodies, the want of a personal 
' acquaintance is a great objection to appointing a man to 
any important office. 

The Engageante’s boat demands my ete mi! have written 
in the greatest haste, upon a subject which I hope your ex- 
cellency will turn to public utility. 


Dr. Franklin, to Mr. R. Oswald respecting Captain Asgill, 
Passy, Fuly 28, 1782. 
SIR, 

I HAVE but this muitite had an gpportunity, by the 
departure of my company, of perusing the letters you put 
into my hands this afternoon; and I return them directly, 
without waiting till our interyiew to-morrow morning, be- 
eause I would not give a moment’s delay, to the delivery of 
those directed to other persons. The situation of captain 
Asgill and his family afflicts me: but I do not see what can 
be done by any one here to relieve them. It cannot be 
supposed that general Washington has the least desire of 
taking the life of that gentleman. His aim is to gbtain the 
punishment of a deliberate murder, committed on a pri- 
soner in cold blood, by captain Lippincut. If the English 
refuse to deliver up ar punish this.murderer, it is saying 
that they choose to preserve him, rather than captain As- 
gill. It seems to me, therefore, that the application should 
be made to the English ministers, for positive orders, 
directing general Carleton to deliver up Lippincut, which 
orders being obtained, should be dispatched immediately 
by a swift sailing vessel. I do not think any other means 
can produce the effect desired. The cruel murders of this 
kind, committed by the English on our people, since the 
commencement of the war, are innumerable. The con- 
gress and their generals, to satisfy the people, have often 
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threatened retaliation, but have always hitherto, foreborne 
to execute it; and they have been often insultingly told by 
their enemies, that this forbearance did not proceed from 
humanity, but fear. General Greene, though he solemnly 
and publicly promised it in a proclamation, never made any 
retaliation for the murder of colonel Haynes, and many 
others in Carolina; and the people, who now think that if 
he had fulfilled his promise, this crime would not have been 
committed, clamor so loudly, that I doubt general Wash- 
ington cannot well refuse what appears to them so just and 
necessary for their common security. I am persuaded no- 
thing I could say to him on the occasion would have the 
least effect in changing his determination. Excuse me 
then, if I presume to advise the dispatching a courier im- 
mediately to London, proposing to the consideration of 
ministers the sending such orders to general Carleton 
directly. They would haye an excellent effect in other 
views. The post goes to-morrow morning at ten o’clock ; 
but as nine days have been spent in bringing the letters 
here by that conveyance, an express is preferable. 
With sincere esteem I have the honor to be, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


ss 


Dr. Franklin, to John Adams. 


Passy, Fune 11, 1781. 
Sir, 

MR. GRAND. has communicated to me a letter from 
your excellency to him, relating to certain charges in your 
account, on which you seem to desire to haye my opinion. 

As we are all new in these matters, I consulted, when I 
was making up my accounts, one of the oldest foreign 
ministers here, as to the custom in such cases. He inform- 
ed me, that it was not perfectly uniform with the ministers 
of all courts; but that in general where a salary was given 
for service and expense, the expenses understood: were 
merely those hecessary to the man, such as house keeping, 
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clothing, and coach; but that the rent of the hotel in which 
he dwells, the payment of couriers, the postage of letters, 
the salary of clerks, the stationary for his bureau, with the 
feasts and illuminations made on public occasions, were 
esteemed expenses of the prince or state that appointed 
him, being for the service or honor of the prince or nation, 
and either entirely, or in great part expenses, that as a 
private man he would have been under no necessity of 
incurring; these therefore were to be charged in his ac- 
counts, He remarked, that it was true, the minister’s 
house keeping, as well as his house, was usually and in 
some sort necessarily more expensive than those of a pri- 
vate person; but this he said was considered in his salary 
to avoid trouble in accounts ; but that where the prince or 
state had not purchased, or built a house for their minister, 
which was sometimes the case, they always paid his house 
rent. Ihave stated my own accounts according to these 
informations; and I mention them, that if they seem to 
you reasonable, we may be uniform in our charges, by your 
charging in the same manner; or if objections to any of 
them occur to you, you would communicate them to me 
for the same reason, 

Thus you see my opinion, that the articles you mention 
of courtage, commission, and portes de lettres, are expenses 
that ought to be borne, not by you, but by the United 
States. Yet it seems to me more proper, that you should 
pay them, and charge them with the other articles above- 
mentioned, than that they should be paid by me, who not 
knowing the circumstances, cannot judge as you can, of 
the truth or justice of such an account when presented, 
and who besides have no orders to pay more on your ac- 
count than your net salary. | 

With regard to that salary, though your receipts to 
Fitzeau and Grand, shewn to me, might be quite sufficient 
to prove they had paid you the sums therein mentioned ; 
yet as there are vouchers for them, and which they have 
a right to retain, I imagine that it will be clearest if you 
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draw upon me agreeable to the order of congress, and it 
this is quarterly it will be most convenient to me, 


With great regard I have the honor, &c. 
| B. FRANKLIN. 


Mr. Adams’s anewer. 


Ata Gl October 4, 1781. 
Sik, 

YOUR excellency’s letter of June 1 ro -Is yet unanswered. 
I have the honor to agree with your excellency in opinion, 
that it is reasonable that the articles of. rent of the hotel, 
payment of couriers, postage of letters, salaries of clerks, 
stationary for the bureau, and feasts and illuminations made 
upon public occasions, should -be.deemed expenses of the 
states. Indeed. otherwise it will be impossible for Ameri- 
can ministers to live in any such manner as‘is expected of 
them, both by Europeans.and Americahs. 


I have the honor to be, 
With the greatest respect, sir, &c. 
JOHN ADAMS. 


To the Secretary of Lorcign Affairs of United States. 
Passy, September 26, 1782. 
SrR, 

{ HAVE just received your No. 15, dated the 9th ot 
August, which mentions your not having heard from me 
since March. I have however written sundry letters, viz. 
of April 8th, and June 12th, June 25th and 29th, August 
12th, and September 3d, and sent copies of the same, which 
I hope cannot all have miscarried. _ 

The negociations for peace have hitherto amounted to 
little more than mutual professions of sincere desires, &c. 
being. obstructed by the want of due form in the English 
commissions appointing their plenipotentiaries. The ob- 
jections made to those for treating with France, Spain and 
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Holland, were first removed, and by the enclosed it seems 
that our objections to that for treating with us will now be 
removed also, so that we expect to begin in a few days our 
negociations. But there are so many interests to be con- 
sidered and settled, in a peace between five different na- 
tions, that it will be well hot to ih ourselves’ with a 
very speedy conclusion. . 

I mentioned, in a former letter, my having communi- 
cated to count de Vergennes the state of American com- 
merce which you sent me, and my having urged its con- 
sideration, &c. Enclosed is a copy of ‘a letter received 
from that minister on the subject. | 

The copy of general Carleton’s letter, and the bills of 
exchange, which you mentioned as enclosed, do not ap- 
pear. I hope soon to have a better ea Sam of writing 
when I shall be fuller. 


With great esteem, &c. 
- B. FRANKLIN. 


Richard Oswald, Esq. to Doctor Franklin, communicating a letier 
| from Secretary Townshend. | 
Paris, September 24, 1782. 
SIR, ) 

HAVING received, by a courier just now arrived, a 
letter from Mr. secretary Townshend, in answer-to mine 
which went by the messenger, dispatched from hence on 
the 12th, I take this opportunity of Mr. Whiteford to 
send you a copy of it. I hope he will bring good accounts 
of your health, which I sincerely wish, and am your excel- 
lency’s, &c. 

RICHARD OSWALDs 
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Secretary Townshend to Richard Oswald, Esq . 
Whitehall, September 30, 1782. 
eer) | 
SIR, 

I RECEIVED, on Saturday last, your aie of the 
10th and. 11th of this month. 

A meeting of the king’s coudielbattinl servants was held, 
as soon as possible, to consider the contents of them, and it 
was at once agreed to make the alteration in the commission 
proposed by Doctor Franklin and Mr. Jay. I trust that 
the readiness with which, this. proposal has been accepted, 
will be considered as an ample testimony of the openness 
and sincerity with which the government of this country is 
disposed to treat with the Americans. 7 

The commission is passing with as,.muchtdispatch as the 
forms of office will allow ; but I thought it material that no 
delay should happen, in giving you notice of the determina- 

tion of his majesty’s council upon this subject. You will 
_ receive the commission very soon after this reaches you. 


I am with great regard, &c. 
T. TOWNSHEND. 


Count de Vergennes, to Dr. B. Franklin. 


Versailles, August 23, 1782. 
SIR, 

I HAVE received fae letter you did me the honor of 
writing to me the 9th instant, as well as the memorial en- 
closed in it. I communicated the paper to the marquis de 
Castries, and I make no doubt but that the minister will 
take into consideration its contents, as far as circumstances 
will permit. We are desirous to adopt every measure that 
may tend to the prosperity of the commerce established 
between France and the United States, and we shall neglect 
nothing to accomplish this object to the universal satisfac- 
tion of the two countries. Congress will greatly facilitate 
our labor, if they will communicate their ideas and wishes 
on this subject; and I make the demand with greater confi- 
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dence, as I am convinced that that assembly desires as 


much as we do, to establish, on an advantageous and solid — 


basis, the commercial concerns between France and Ame- 
rica. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
DE VERGENNES. 


Wiliam . Franklin. Esq. to R. R, Livingston, Esq. Secretary 
jor Foreign Affairs. 
Passy, October 2, 1782. 

Sir, ‘ 

I AM directed by my grand father, to forward you the 
enclosed papers,” which were put into his hands by the em- 
bassador from Portugal, and to request vou would take 
them into consideration. 


With great respect, I have the honor, &c. 
W. T. FRANKLIN. 


To 'the Secretary for Foreizn Affairs of United Siates. 


Passy, October 14, ie 
SIR, 


I HAVE but just received information of this opportu: | 


nity, and have only time allowed to write a few lines. 


In my last of the 26th past, I mentioned that the nego- | 


ciation for peace had been obstructed, by the want of due 
form in the English commissions appointing their pleni- 
potentiaries. In that for treating with us, the mentioning 
our states by their public name had been avoided, which 
we objecting to, another is come, of which I send a copy 
enclosed. We have now made several preliminary propo- 


sitions, which the English minister, Mr. Oswald has approv- — 


ed, and sent to his court. He thinks they will be approved 


there, but I have some doubts. In a few days however, © 


the answer expected will determine. Sy the first of these 
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articles, the king of Great Britain renounces for fee 
and successors, all claim and pretension to dominion or. 
territory within the thirteen United States; and the boun- 
daries are described as in our instructions, except that the 
line between Nova Scotiaand New England is to be settled 
by commissioners after the peace. By another article, the 
fishery in the American seas is to be freely exercised by the 
Americans wherever they might formerly exercise it, while 
united with Great Britain. By another, the citizens and 
subjects of each nation, are to enjoy the same protection 
and privileges in each others ports and countries respecting 
commerce, duties, &c. that are enjoyed by native subjects. 
The articles-are drawn up very fully by Mr. Jay, who I 
suppose, sends you a copy; if not it will go by the next 
opportunity. If these articles are agreed to, I apprehend 
little difficulty in the rest. Something has-been mentioned 
about the refugees and English debts, but not insisted on, 
as we declared at once, that whatever confiscations had 
been made in America, being in virtue of the laws of par- 
ticular states, the congress had no authority to repeal those 
laws, and therefore could give us none to stipulate for such 
repeal. 

I have been honored with the receipt of your letters No. 
14 and 15. I have also received two letters from Mr. 
Lewis R. Morris, both dated the 6th of July, and one 
dated the 10th of August, enclosing bills for 68,290 livres. 

71,380 
9,756 
| In all 149,426 livres. 
being intended for the payment of ministers salaries for 
the two first quarters of this year. But as these bills came 
so late that all those salaries were already paid, I shall 
make no use of the bills, but lay them by tiil further or- 
ders; and the salaries of different ministers not having 
all the same times of falling due, as they had different com- 
mencements, I purpose to get all their accounts settled and 
reduced to the same period, and send you the state of them 
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that you may be clear in future orders. I see in one of the 
estimates sent me, that a quarter’s salary of a ministef is 
reckoned at 14,513 livres, in the other it is reckoned 16,667 
livres, and the bill for 9,756 ~ livres, is mentioned as intended 
to pay a balance due on the remittance of the 68,290 livres. 
Being unacquainted with the state of your exchanges, I do 
not well comprehend this, and therefore leave the whole 
for the present as I have said above. Permit me only to 
hint for your consideration, whether it may not be well 
hereafter to omit mention of sterling in our appointments, 
since we have severed from the country to which that deno- 
mination of money is peculiar ; and also to order the payment 
of your ministers in such a manner, that they may know 
exactly what they are to receive, and not-be subject to the 
fluctuations of exchange. If it is that which occasions the © 
difference between 14,583 for the first quarter, and the 
16,667 for the second, it is considerable. I think we have 
no right to any advantage by the exchange, nor should we 
be liable to anv loss from it.. Hitherto we have taken 15,000 
for a quarter, (subject however to the allowance or disal. 
lowance of congress) which is lower than the medium be« 
tween those two extremes. 

The different accounts given of lord Shelburne’s character 
with respect to sincerity, induced the ministry here, to. send 
over M. de Rayneval, secretary of the council, to converse 
with him, and endeavor to form by that means a more per- 
fect judgment of what was tobe expected from the negoci- 
ations. He was five or six days in England, saw all the 
ministers, and returned quite satisfied that they are sincerely 
desirous of peace, so that the negociations now go on with 
some prospect of success. But the court and people of 
England are very changeable. A little turn of fortune in 
their favor sometimes turns their heads; and [| shall not 


w Note of Mr Livingston, N. B. This is not merely ta pay a bulbs but 
an excess on account of contingencies. 
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think a speedy peace to be depended on, till I see the trea~ 
ties signed. I am obliged to finish. 


With great esteem, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To the same, introducing Baron de Kermelin. 


Passy, November 7, 1782. 
Sir, | 

THE baron de Kermelin, a Swedish gentleman of dis~ 
tinction, recommended strongly to me by his excellency 
the embassador of that nation to this court, as a person 
highly esteemed.in his own; purposes a journey through 
North America, to. view its natural productions, acquaint 
himself with its commerce, and. acquire such information 
as may be useful to his country, in the communication and 
connection of interests that seems to be growing, and pro- 
bably may soon become considerable between the two 
nations. I therefore beg leave to introduce him to you, and 
request that you would present him to the president of con- 
gress, and to such other persons as you shall think may be 
useful to him in his views, and I recommend him earnestly 
to those civilities which you have a pleasure in shewing to 
strangers of merit. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
vs B. FRANKLIN. 


To the same. 
Passy, December 4, 1782. 

SIR, 

WE detain the Washington a little longer, expecting an 
English passport for her in a few days, and as possibly some 
vessel bound for North America may sail before her, I 
write this line to inform you, that the French preliminaries 
with England are not yet signed, though we hope they may 
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be very soon. Of ours I enclose a copy. The Dutch and 
Spain have yet made but little progress, and as no definitive 
treaty will be signed, till all are agreed; there may be time 
for congress to give us farther instructions if they think 
proper. We hope the terms we have obtained will be 
satisfactory, though, to.secure our main points, we may 
have yielded too much in favor of the royalists. The 
quantity of aid to be afforded us remains undecided. I 
suppose something depends on the event of the treaty ; by 
the Washington you will be fully informed of every thing. 


With great regard, I have the honor tobe, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


PROVISIONAL ARTICLES WITH GREAT-BRITAIN-~ 


ARTICLES agreed upon by and between Richard 
Oswald, Esq. the commissioner of his Britannic majesty, 
for treating of peace with the commissioners of the United 
States of America, in behalf of his said majesty, on the one 
part, and John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, and 
Henry Laurens, four of the commissioners for the said 
states, for treating of peace with the commissioners of his 
said majesty, on their behalf, on the other part ; to be insert- 
ed in, and to constitute the treaty of peace, proposed to be 
concluded between the crown of Great Britain and the 
said United States ; but which treaty is not to be concluded, 
until terms of a peace shall be agreed upon between Great 
Britain and France, and his Britannic majesty shall be 
ready to conclude such treaty accordingly. 

Whereas reciprocal advantages and mutual convenience 
are found by experience to form the only permanent founda- 
tion of peace and friendship between states ; it is agreed to 
form the articles of the proposed treaty on such principles 
of liberal equity and reciprocity, as-that partial advantages 
(those seeds of discord) being excluded, such a beneficial 
and satisfactory intercourse between the two countries mav 
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be established, as to promise and secure to both perpen. 
peace and harmony. viele 
Article 1. His Britannic majesty acknowleges the vena 
United States, to wit, New Hampshire, Massachusetts- 
bay, Rhode Island and Providence plantations, Connecti- 
-cut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and. 
Georgia, to be free, sovereign, and independent states: 
that he treats with them as such, and for himself, his 
heirs and successors, relinquishes all claims to the govern- 
ment, property, and territorial rights of the same, and 
every part thereof; and that all disputes which might arise 
in future, on the subject of the boundaries of the said 
United States, may be prevented, it is hereby agreed and 
declared, that the following are and shall be their boun- 
daries, V1Z. : : 
Article 2. From the north west angle of Nova Scotia, 
to wit, that angle which is found by a line drawn due north 
from thessource of St. Croix river, to the high lands, along 
the said high lands, which divide these) rivers that empty 
themselves into the river St. Laurence, ftom those which 
fall into the Atlantic ocean, to the north westermost head of 
Connecticut river; thence down along the middle of ‘that 
river to 45° of north latitude; from thence by a line due 
west on said latitude, until it strikes the river Iroquois or 
Cataraquy ; thence along the middle of said river into lake 
Ontario, through the middle of said lake until it strikes the 
communication by water between that lake and lake Erie; 
thence along the middle of said communication into lake 
Erie, through the middle of said lake until it arrives at 
the water communication between that lake and lake Hu- 
ron; thence along the middle of said water communication 
into the lake Huron; thence through the middle of said 
lake, to the water communication between that lake and 
lake Superior; thence through lake Superior, northward of 
the isles Royal and Phillipeaux to the Long Lake; thence 
through the middle of said Long Lake, and the water com- 
munication between it and the Lake of the Woods to the said 
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Lake of the Woods ; thence through the said lake to the most 
north western point thereof, and from thence on a due west 
course to the river Mississippi; thence by a line to be 
drawn along the middle of the said river Mississippi until 
it shall intersect the northernmost part of 31° of north 
latitude. 

South by a line to be drawn due east from the termination 
of the line last mentioned, in the latitude of 31° north of 
the equator, to the middle of the river Appalachicola, or 
Catahouche ; thence along the middle thereof to its junc- 
tion with the Flint river; thence straight to the head of 
St. Mary’s river; and thence down along the middle of 
St. Mary’s river to the Atlantic ocean. 

East by a line to be drawn along the middle of the river 
St. Croix, from it mouth on the bay of Fundy to its source, 
and from its source directly north to the aforesaid high lands 
which divide the rivers that fall into the Atlantic ocean, from 
those which fall into the river St. Laurence; comprehending 
all islands within twenty leagues of any part of the shores 
of the United States, and lying between lines to be drawn 
due east from the points where the aforesaid boundaries 
between Nova Scotia, on the one part, and east Florida 
on the other, shall respectively touch the bay of Fundy 
and the Atlantic ocean; excepting such islands as now are 
or heretofore have been within the limits of the said pro- 
vince of. Nova Scotia. 

Article 3.. It is agreed, that the people of the United 
States shall continue to enjoy unmolested the right to take 
fish of every kind on the Grand Bank, and on all the other 
banks of Newfoundland; also in the gulph of St. Laurence, 
and. at all other places on the sea where the inhabitants of 
both countries used at any time heretofore to fish; and alse 
that the inhabitants of the United States shall have liberty 
to take fish of every kind on such part of the coast of New- 
foundland, as British fishermen shall use; (but not to dry 
and cure the same on that island); and also on the coasts, 
bays, and creeks, of all others of his Britannic majesty’s 
dominions in America; and that the American fishermen 
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shall have liberty to cure and dry fish in any of the unsettled 
bays, harbors, and creeks, of Nova Scotia, Magdalene isl- 
ands, and Labradore, so long as the same shall remain un- 
settled ; but as soon as the same, or either of them, shall 
be settled, it shall not be lawful for the said fishermen to 
dry or cure fish on such settlement, without a previous 
agreement for that purpose with the inhabitants, proprie- 
tors, or possessors of the ground. 

Article 4. It is:agreed, that creditors on either side, 
shall meet with no unlawful impediment to the recovery of 
the full value, in sterling money, of .all dona fide debts 
heretofore contracted. 

Article 5. It is agreed, that the congress shall earnestly. 
recommend it to the legislatures of the respective states, 
to provide for the restitution of all estates, rights, and pro- 
_perties, which have been confiscated belonging to real Bri- 
tish subjects ; and also of the estates, rights, and properties, 
of persons resident.in districts in the possession of his majes- 
ty’s arms, and who have not borne arms against the said 
United States ; and that persons of any other description, 
shall have free liberty to go to any part or parts, of any 
of the thirteen United States, and therein to remain twelve 
months, unmolested in their endeavors to obtain the restitu- 
tion of such of their estates, rights, and properties, as may 
have been confiscated ; and that congress shall also earnestly 
recommend to the several states, a reconsidération and revi- 
sion of all acts or laws regarding the premises, so as to render 
the said laws or acts perfectly consistent, not only with 
justice and equity, but with that spirit of conciliation which, 
on the return of the blessings of peace, should universally 
prevail; and that congress should also earnestly recommend — 
to the several states, that the estates, rights, and properties, 
of such last mentioned persons, shall be restored to them, 
they refunding to any persons, who may be now in posses-. 
sion, the dona. fide price (where any has been given) which 
such persons may have paid on purchasing any of the said 
tands, rights, or properties, since the confiscation» 
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And it is agreed, that all persons who have any interest 
in confiscated lands, either by debts, marriage settlements, 
or otherwise, shall meet with no lawful bnerasne | in the 
prosecution of their just rights. 

Article 6. That there shall be no future canfiscations 
made, nor any prosecutions commenced against any per- 
sons, for or by reason of the part which he or they may 
have taken in the present war; and that no person shall, 
on that account, suffer any future loss or damage, either 
in his person, liberty, or property; and that those who may 
be now in confinement on such charges, at the time of the 
ratification of the treaty in America, shall be immediately 
set at liberty, and the prosecutions so commenced be dis- 
continued. 

Article 7. There shall be a firm and perpetual peace be- 
tween his Britannic majesty and the said states, and between 
the subjects of the one and the citizens of the other; where- 
fore all hostilities, both by sea and by land, shall then imme- 
diately cease; all prisoners, on both sides, shall be setat liber- 
ty ; and his Britannic majesty shall, with allconvenient speed; 
and without causing any destruction of carrying away ne- 
groes, or other property of the American inhabitants, with- 
draw all his armies, garrisons, and fleets, from the said United 
States, and from every port, place, and harbor, within the 
same, leaving in all fortifications the American artillery 
that may be therein; and shall also order and cause all 
archieves, records, deeds, and papers, belonging to any of 
the Said states, or their citizens, which in the coursé of the 
war may have fallen into the hands of his office's, to be 
forthwith restored and delivered to the proper states and 
petsons to whom they belong. 

Article 8. The navigation of the river Mississippi, from 
its source to the ocean, shall for ever remain free and open 
to the subjects of Great Britain and citizens of the United 
States. 

_ Article 9. In case it should so happen that any place, or 
territory, belonging to Great Britain, or to the United 
States, should be conquered by the arms of either, from 
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the other, Before the arrival of these sitibtew ia’ Aihevieas 
Tt is agreed, that the same shall be restored without diffi- 
culty, and without requiring any compensation. 

Done at Paris, November 30, 1782. 


Signed © RICHARD OSWALD, (1s) 


JOHN ADAMS, (us) 
BENJ. FRANKLIN, (1s) 
JOHN JAY, (xs) 


HENRY LAURENS, (1s) 
Witness CALEB WHITEFORD, 
Secretary to the British Commission. 


Signed W. T. FRANKLIN, 
Secretary to the American Commission. . 


’ $EPARATE ARTICLE. 


IT is hereby understood and agreed, that in case Great 
Britain, at the conclusion of the present war, shall recover, 
or be put in possession of West Florida, the line of the 
north boundary between the said province and the United 
States, shall be a line drawn from the mouth of the river 
Yassous, where it unites with the Mississippi, due east to 
the river Appalachicola. 

Done at Paris, November 30, 1782. 


Signed RICHARD OSWALD, (1s) 


JOHN ADAMS, (1s) 
BENJ. FRANKLIN, (1s) 
JOHN JAY, (Ls) 


HENRY LAURENS, (Ls) 
‘Signed Attest CALEB WHITEFORD, 


Secretary to the British Comméssion. 


Attest W. T. FRANKLIN, 
Secretary to the American Commission- 
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To R. R. Livingston, Esq. Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 


Passy, December 5, 1782. 
Sir, Be didi. 

I AM honored by vour several letters, No. 16, 17,18, and 
19, dated September 5th, 13th, 15th, and 18th. Ibelieve the 
complaints that you make in them of my not writing, may 
ere now, have appeared less necessary, as many Of my let- 
ters, written before those complaints, must have since come 
to hand, I will nevertheless mention some of the difficulties 
your ministers meet with, in keeping up a regular and 
punctual correspondence. We aré far from the sea ports, 
and not well informed, and often misinformed about the sail- 
ing of vessels. Frequently we are told, they are to sail in 
a week or two, and often they lie m the ports for months 
after, with our letters on board, either waiting for convoy, 
or for other reasons. The post office here is an ‘unsafe 
conveyance, many of the letters we received by it have 
_ evidently been opened, and doubtless the same happens to 
those we send; and at this time particularly, there is so 
violent a curiosity in all kinds of people, to know some;, 
thing relating to the negociations, and whether peace may be 
expected, or a continuance of the war; that there are few 
private hands, or travellers, that we can trust with carrying 
our dispatches to the sea coast ; and I imagine that they may 
sometimes be opened and destroyed, because they cannot 
be well sealed; again, the observation you make, that the 
congress ministers in Europe seem to form themselves into 
a privy council, transacting affairs without the privity or 
concurence of the sovereign, may be in some respects just; 
but it should be considered, that if they do not write as 
frequently as other ministers here, do to their respective 
courts; or if, when they write, their letters are not regularly 
received, the greater distance of the seat of war, and the ex- 
treme irregularity of conveyances may be the causes, and 
not a desire of acting without the knowlege or orders of 
their constituents. ‘There is no European court to which 
an express cannot be sent from Parts in ten or fifteen days, 
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and frony most of them answers may be obtained in that 
time. There is, I imagine, no minister who would not 
think it safer to act by orders, than from his own discretion ; 
and yet, unless you leave more to the discretion of your 
ministers in Europe than courts usually do, your affairs 
may sometimes suffer extremely from the distance which, in 
the time of war especially, may make it five or six months 
before the answer to a letter shall be received. I suppose 
the minister from this court will acquaint congress with the 
king’s sentiments, respecting their very handsome present 
of a ship of the line, People in general here are much 
pleased with it, 

I communicated together with my memoir demanding 
2 supply of money, copies of every paragraph in your late 
letters, which express so strongly the necessity of it. I 
have been constant in my solicitations both directly, and 
through the marquis de la Fayette, who has employed him-. 
self diligently and warmly in the business ; the negociations 
for peace are, I imagine, one cause of the great delay and 
indecision on this occasion beyond what has been usual, as 
the quantum may be different if those negociations do or do 
not succeed. We haye not yet learnt what we may expect. 
We have been told that we shall be aided, but it cannot be 
to the extent demanded /'six millions have been mentioned, 
but not as a sum fixed... The minister tells me still that he 
is working upon the subject, but cannot yet give a determi- 
native answer. I know his good will to do the best for us 
that is possible. It is in vain for me to repeat again what I 
have so often written, and what J find taken so little notice of, 
that there are bounds to eyery thing, and that the faculties 
of this nation are limitted like those of all other nations. 
Some of you seem to have established as maxims, the 
suppositions that France has money enough for all her 
occasions, and all ours besides; and that if she does not 
supply us, it is owing to her want of will, or to my negli- 
gence. As to the first, I am sure it is not true, and to 
second, I can only say I should rejoice as much as any man 
in being able to obtain more ; and I shall also rejoice in the 
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greater success of those who may take my place. You 
desire to be very particularly acquainted with “ every step 
which tends to a negociation.” Iam therefore encouraged 
to send you the first part of the journal, which accidents and 
a long severe illness interrupted ; but which from notes I 
have by me, may be continued if thought proper. In its 
present state, it is hardly fit for the inspection of congress, 
certainly not for public view. I confide it therefore to 
your prudence. | 

The arrival of Mr. Jay, Mr. Adadis and Mr. Laurens, 
has relieved me from much anxietv, which must have con- 
tinued, if I had been left to finish the treaty alone; and it 
has given me the more satisfaction, as [ am sure the busi- 
ness' has profited by their assistance. | 

Much of the summer has been taken up in objecting 
against the powers given to Great Britain, and in remov- 
ing those objections, in using any expressions that might 
imply an acknowlegement of our independence, seemed at 
first industriously to be avowed. But our refusing other- 
wise to treat, at length induced them to get over that diffi- 
culty, and then we came to the point of making proposi- 
tions. Those made by Mr. Jay and me before the arrival 
of the other gentlemen, you will find in the paper No. 1, 
which was sent by the British plenipotentiary to London 
for the king’s consideration. _ After some weeks an under 
secretary, Mr. Strachy, arrived; with whom we had much 
contestation about the boundaries and other articles which 
he proposed we settled; some which he carried to Lon- 
don, and returned with the propositions ; some adopted, 
others omitted or altered, and new ones added, which you 
will see in paper * No. 2. We spent many days in disput- 
ing, and at length agreed on and signed the preliminaries, 
which you will see by this conveyance. The British minis- 
ter struggled hard for two points, that the favors granted to 
the royalists should be extended, and all our fishery con- 
tracted. We silenced them on the first, by threatening to 
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produce an account of the mischief done by those people, and 
as to the second, when they told us they could not possibly 
agree to it as we requested it, and must refer it to the minis~- 
try in London, we produced a new article to be referred 
at the same time, with a note of facts in support of it, 
which you have, No. 3.. Apparently it seemed that to 
avoid the discussion of this, they suddenly changed their 
“minds, dropt the design of recurring to London, and agreed 
to allow the fishery as demanded. 

You will find in the preliminaries, some inaccurate and 
ambiguous expressions that want explanation, and which 
may be explained in the definitive treaty, and as the British 
ministry excluded our proposition relating to commerce, 
and the American prohibition of that with England, may 
not be understood to cease metely by our concluding a 
treaty of peace. Perhaps we may then, if the congress 
shall think fit to direct it, obtain some compensation for the 
injuries done us as a condition of our opening again: the 
trade. Every one of the present British ministry has, 
while in the ministry, declared the war against us unjust, 
and nothing is clearer in reason, than that these who injuré 
others by an unjust war, should make full reparation. 
They have stipulated too, in’ these preliminaries, that m 
evacuating our towns, they shall carry off no plunder, which 
is a kind of acknowlegement that they ought not to have 
donevit before. : 

The reason given us for dropping the article relating to 
commerce, was, that some statutes were in the way, which 
must be repealed before a treaty of that could be well form- 
ed, and that this was a matter to be considered in parlia- 
ment. 7 

They wanted to bring their bndiiess down to the Ohio, 
and to settle their loyalists in the Illinois country. We did 
not chuse such neighbors. 

We communicated all the articles as soon as they were 
signed, to M. le Compte de Vergennes, (except the sepa- 
rate one) who thinks we have managed well, and told me 
thak we had ‘settled what was most apprehended as a diffi- 
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culty in the work of a general peace, by obtaining the de- 
claration of our independency. . 

December 14. I have this day learnt that the Bieta 
preliminaries between France and England are agreed on, 
to wit: 

ist. France is to enioy the right of fishing, and drying 
on all the west coast of Newfoundland, down to Cape 
Ray. Miquelon and St. Pierre to be restored, and may be 
fortified. 

2nd. Senegal remains to France, and Goree to be restor- 
ed. The Gambier entirely to England. 

3d. All the places taken from France in the East Indies, 
to be testored, with a certain quantity is sorte round. 
them. 

4th. In the West Indies, Grenade and the Grenadines, 
St. Christophers, Nevis and Montserat, to be restored to 
England.. St. Lucia to France. Dominique to remain 
with France, and St. Vincents to be neutralized. 

5th. No commissioner at Dunkirk. 

The points not yet quite settled, are the territory soihalr 
the places in the Indies, and neutralization of St. Vincents. 
Apparently these will not create much difficulty. 

Holland has yet hardly done any thing i in her a a 
tion. 

Spain offers for Gibraltar to restore West Florida and 
the Bahamas. An additions talked of the island of Guada- 
loupe, which France will cede to Spain in exchange for 
‘the other half of Hispaniola and Spain to England, but 
England it is said, chose rather Porto Rico. Nothing yet 
concluded. 

As soon as I received the commission and instructions 
for treating with Sweden, I waited on the embassador here, 
who told me he daily expected a courier on that a 
Yesterday he wrote a note to acquaint me that he would call 
en me to-day, having something to communicate to me. 
Being obliged to go to Paris, I waited on him, when he 
shewed me the full powers he had just received, and I 
shewed him mine. We agreed to meet on Wednesday 
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next, exchange copies and proceed to business. His com- 
mission has some polite expressions in it, to wit: ‘‘ that 
his majesty thought it for the good of his subjects to enter 
into atreaty of amity and commerce with the United States 

of America, who had established their independence so 
justly merited by their courage and constancy ;” or to that 
effect. I imagine this treaty will be soon completed ; if 
any difficulty should arise, I shall take the advice of my 
colleagues. i: 

- I thank you for the copies of Mr. Paine’s letter, to the 
Abbé Raynal, which I have distributed into good hands. 
The errors we see in histories of our times and affairs weaken 
our faith in ancient history. M. Hilliard. D’ Auberteuil 
has here written another history of our revolution, which 
however he modestly calls an essay, and fearing that there 
may be errors, and wishing to have them corrected, that his 
second edition may be more perfect, he has brought me six 
sets, which he desires me to put into such hands in Ame- 
rica, as may be good enough to render him and the public 
that service. I send them to you for .that purpose, by 
captain Barney, desiring that one set may be given to Mr. 
Paine, and the rest where you please. » There is a quarto 
set in the parcel, which please to accept from me. 

I have never learnt whether the box of books I sent to 
you, and the press to Mr. Thompson, were put on board 
the Eagle or one of the transports. If the former, perhaps 
you might easily purchase them at New York; if the latter, 
you may still receive them among the goods for congress, 
now shipping by Mr. Barclay. If they are quite lost let 
me know it, that I may replace them. | 

L have received several letters from your office with bills 
to pay ministers salaries. Nothing has yet been done with 
those bills, but I have paid Mr. Laurens 20,000 livres. 

I have this day signed a common letter to you drawn up 
by my colleagues, which you will receive herewith. We 
have kept this vessel longer for two things, a passport pro- 
mised us from England, and a sum to send in her; but she is 
likely to depart without beth, being all of us impatient that 
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congress. should receive early intelligence of our proceeds 
ings, and for the money, we may probably borrow a frigates 

I am now entering on my 78th year; public business 
has engrossed fifty of them; I wish now to be for the little 
time I have left, my own master. If I live to see this 
peace concluded, I shall beg leave to remind the congress 
of their promise then to dismiss me, I shall be happy to 
sing with old Simeon, now lettest thou thy servant depart 
an peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation. 


With great esteem, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


No. I. 


ARTICLES agreed upon by and between Richard Os- 
wald, Esq. the commissioner of his Britannic majesty, for 
treating of peace with the commissioners of the United 
States of America, on the behalf of his said majesty on the 
one part, and Benjamin Franklin, and John Jay, of the com- 
missioners of the said states, for treating of peace with the 
commissioner of his said majesty on their behalf, on the 
other part. 

To be inserted in, and to constitute the treaty of peace, 
proposed to be concluded ‘between the crown of Great 
Britain and the said United States: but which treaty is not 
to be concluded, until his Britannic majesty shall have 
agreed to the terms of peace between France and Britain, 
proposed or accepted by his most Christian majesty; and 
shall be ready to conclude with him such treaty according- 
ly. It being the duty and intention of the United States 
not to desert their ally, but faithfully, and in all things, to 
abide by, and fulfil their engagements with his most Chris- 
tian majesty. K 

Whereas reciprocal advantages and muttal convenience 
are found by experience, to form the only permanent foun- 
dation of peace and friendship between states, it is agreed 
to frame the articles of the proposed treaty, on such prins 

Bb 
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ciples of liberal equality and reciprocity, as that partial 
advantages (those seeds of discord) being excluded, such 
a beneficial and satisfactory intercourse between the two 
countries may be established, as to promise and secure to 
‘both the blessings of perpetual peace and harmony. ist, 
His Britannic majesty acknowleges the said United States, 
viz. New Hampshire,. Massachusetts Bay,. Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, to be free, sove- 
reign; and independent states ; that he treats with them as 
such; and for himself, his heirs and successors, relinquishes 
all claims to the government, propriety, and territorial rights 
of the same, and every part thereof: and that all disputes 
which might arise in future, on the subject of the bounda- 
ries of the said United States, may be prevented, it is here- 
by agreed and declared, that the following are, and shall 
remain to be their boundaries, viz. 

The said states are bounded north, by a line to be drawn 
from the north west angle of Nova Scotia, along the high © 
lands, which divide those rivers which. empty themselves 
into the river St. Laurence, from those which fall into the 
Atlantic Ocean, to the northernmost head of Connecticut : 
river; thence down along the middle of that river to the 
forty-fifth degree of north latitude, and thence due west in 
the latitude forty-five degrees north from the Equator, to 
the north westernmost side of the river St. Laurence, or 
Cadaraqui; thence straight to the south end of the lake 
Nipissing, and thence straight to the source of the river 
Mississippi, west by a line to be drawn along the middle of 
the river Mississippi, from its source to where the said 
line shall intersect the thirty-first degree of north latitude ;. 
south by a line to be drawn due east from the termination. 
of the line last mentioned, in the latitude of thirty-one de- 
grees north of the Equator to the middle of the river Ap- 
palachicola or Catahouchi; thence along the middle thereof 
to its junction with the Flint river; thence straight to the 
head of St. Mary’s river ; thence down along the middle 
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of St. Mary’s river to the Atlantic Ocean; and east by a line 
to be drawn along the middle of St. John’s river, from its 
source to its mouth in the Bay of Fundy; comprehending 
all islands within twenty leagues of any part of the shores of 
the United States, and lying between lines to be drawn due 
east from the points where the aforesaid boundaries, between 
Nova Scotia, on the one part, and East Florida on the other, 
shall respectively touch the nen of Fundy and side Atlantic 
Ocean. 

2d. From and smile afer the conclusion of the 
proposed treaty, there shall be a firm and perpetual peace 
between his Britannic majesty and the United States, and 
between. the subjects of the one and the citizens of the, 
other: wherefore all hostilities, both by sea and land, shall 
then immediately cease ; all prisoners on both sides shall be 
set at liberty: and his Britannic majesty shall forthwith, and 
without causing any distinction, withdraw all his armies, gar~ 
risons, and fleets, from the said United States, and from eve- 
ry post, place, and harbor, within the same, leaving in all for- 
tifications the American artillery that may be therein: and 
shall also order and cause all archives, records, deeds, and 
papers, belonging to either of the said states, or their citi- 
zens, which, in the course of the war, may have fallen into 
the hands of his officers, to be forthwith restored, and de- 
livered to the proper ah Hi and persons to whom they 
belong. 

3d. That the subjects. of his Britannic majesty, and peo- 
ple of the said United States, shall continue to enjoy un- 
molested, the right to take fish of every kind on the banks 
of Newfoundland, and other, places where the inhabitants 
of both countries used formerly, to wit, before the last, war, 
between France and Britain, to fish, and also to dry and 
cure the same at the accustomed places, whether belonging 
to his said majesty, or to the United States; and his Bri- 
tannic majesty, and the said United States will extend equal 
privileges and hospitality to each others fishermen as to their 
own, 
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4th. That the navigation of the river Mississippi, from 
its source to the ocean, shall for ever remain free and open, 
and that both there, and in all rivers, harbors, lakes, ports; 
and places, belonging to his Britannic majesty, or to the 
United States, or in any part of the world, the merchants 
and merchant’s ships, of the one’ and the other, shall be 
received, treated, and protected, hke the merchants and 
merchants’ ships of the sovereign of the country: That is 
to say, the British merchants, and merchant ships, on the 
one hand, shall enjoy in the United States, and in all places 
belonging to them, the said protection and commerctal 
privileges, and be liable only to the same charges and 
duties as their own merchants and merchant ships; and on 
the other hand the merchants and: merchant ships of the 
United States, shall enjoy in ‘all places» belonging to his 
Britannic majesty, the same protection and commercial 
privileges, and be liable only to the same charges and duties 
of British merchants and merchant ships, saving always to 
the chartered trading companies of Great Britain, such 
exclusive. use and trade, and their respective posts and 
establishments, as neither the subjects of Great Britain, 
nor any of the more favored nations participate in. 

Paris, 8th October, 1782. A true copy of which has 
been agreed on between the American commissioners and 
me, to be submitted to his majesty’s consideration. 


RICHARD OSWALD. 


hala to be made in the Treaty, respecting the ‘boundaries of 
Nova Scotia, viz. . 
EAST, -the true line between which and’ the United 
States shall be settled by commissioners, as soon as conve- 
niently may be after the war. 


‘Dr. . Franktin to Richard ae Esq. 
. Passy, November 26, 17 


SIR, 
YOU may weil yiineinbies that in the beginning of our 


conferences, before the other commissioners arrived, on 
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your mentioning to me aretribution for the royalists, whose 
estates had been confiscated. JI acquainted you that no- 
thing of that kind could be stipulated by us, the confiscation 
being made by virtue of laws of particular states, which the 
congress had no power to contravene or dispense with, and 
therefore could give us no such authority in our commis- 
sion. And I gave it as my opinion and advice, honestly 
and cordially, that if a reconciliation was intended, no men- 
tion should be made in our negociations, of those people ; 
for they having done infinite mischief to our properties, by 
wantonly burning and destroying farm houses, villages, and 
towns, if compensation for their losses. were insisted on, 
we should certainly exhibit again such an account of all 
the ravages they had committed, which would necessarily 
recall to view scenes of barbarity, that must inflame, instead 
of conciliating, and tend to perpetuate an enmity that we 
all profess a desire of extinguishing. Understanding how- 
ever from you, that this was a’point your ministry had at 
heart, I wrote concerning it to congress, and I have lately 
received the following resolution, viz. 


* By the United States, in Congress assembled.” 
September 10, 1782. 

“ RrsoLvep, That the secretary for foreign affairs be, 
and he is hereby directed to obtain, as speedily as possible, 
authentic returns of the slaves, and other property, which 
have been carried off or destroyed in the course of the war 
by the enemy, and to transmit the same to the minister 
plenipotentiary for negociating: peace. 

*“ ResOLVED, That in the mean time the secretary for 
foreign affairs, inform the said ministers, that many thou- 
sands of slaves, and other property, to a very great amount, 
have been carried off, or destroyed by the enemy ; and that 
in the opinion of congress, the great loss of property which 
the citizens of the United States have sustained by the 
enemy, will be considered by the several states, as an insu- 
perable bar to their making restitution or indemnification 
to the former owner of property, which has been or may 
be forfeited to, or confiscated by any of the states. 
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In consequence of these resolutions and circular letters 
of the secretary, the assembly of Pennsylvania then sitting, 
passed the following act, viz. 

‘“ State of Pennsylvania, in general Assembly.” 
Wednesday, September 18, 1782. 

“ THE bill entitled “an act” for procuring an esti- 
mate of the damages, sustained by the inhabitants of Penn- 
sylvania, from the troops and adherents of the king of 
Great Britain, during the present war, was read a second 
time.” 

Ordered to be ‘transcribed, and printed for public con- 
sideration. . 

Extract from the minutes. ~ ' 
PETER Z.. LLOYD, 
Clerk of the General Assembly. 


Bill entitled “an act for firocuring an estimate of the damages, 
sustained by the inhabitants of Pennsylvania, from the troofis and 
adherents of the king of Great Britain, during the firesent war.”* 


“WHEREAS great damages, of the most wanton nature, 
have been committed by. the arms of the king of Great 
Britain, or their adherents, within the territorry of the 
United States of North America, unwarranted by the prac- 
tice of civilized nations, and only to be accounted for from 
the vindictive spirit of the said king and his officers; and 
whereas an accurate account and estimate of such damages, 
more especially the waste and destruction of property, may 
be very useful to the people of the United States of Ame- 
rica, in forming a future treaty of peace, and, in the mean 
time, may serve to exhibit in a true light to the nations of 
Europe, the conduct of the said king, his ministers, officers, 
and adherents, to the end therefore that proper measures 
be taken to ascertain the damages aforesaid, which have’ 
been done tb the citizens and inhabitants of Pennsylvania, 
mn the course of the present war within this state. “ Be it 


enacted by the house of representatives of the freemen of | 


the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in general assembly 
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met, and by the authority of the same, that in every county 
of this state, which have been invaded by the armies, 
soldiers, or adherents, of the king of Great Britain, the 
commissioners of every such county shall immediately meet 
together, each within their county, and issue directions to 
the assessors of the respective townships, districts, and 
places, within such county, to call upon the inhabitants of 
every township and place, to furnish accounts. and esti- 
mates of the damages, waste, spoil, and destruction, which 
hath been done and committed as aforesaid, upon the pro- 
perty, real or personal, within the same township or place, 
since the first day of _ which was in the year of 
our Lord 177. _, and the same accounts and estimates, to 
transmit to the commissioners without delay. And if any 
person or persons, shall refuse or neglect to make out such 
accounts and estimates, the said assessors of the township 
or place, shall, from their own knowlege, and by any other 
reasonable and. lawful method, take and render such an 
account and estimate of all damages done,:.or committed, 
as aforesaid: Provided always, that all such accounts and 
estimates to be made out, and transmitted as’ aforesaid, 
. shall contain a narrative of the time ‘and circumstance? ; 
and if in the power of the person aggrieved, the names of 
the general, or other officers, or adherents, of the enemy 
by whom the damage in any case was done, or under whose 
orders the army, detachment, party, or persons, commit- 
ting the same, acted at that time, and also the name and 
condition of the person, or persons, whose property was so 
damaged or destroyed, and that all such accounts and esti- 


mates be made in current money, upon oath or affirmation 


of the sufferer, or of others having knowlege concerning 
the same: and that in every case it be set forth, whether 
_ the party injured hath received any satisfaction for his loss, 
and by whom the same was given. . 
‘« And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid. 
‘that the said commissioners, having obtained the said ac- 
counts and estimates from the assessor of the several town- 
ships and places, shall proceed to inspect and register the 
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same in a book, to be provided for that purpose, distin- 
guishing the districts and townships, and entering those of 
each place together; and if any account and estimate be 
imperfect, or not sufficiently verified and established, the 
said commissioners shall have power, and they, or any two 
of them, are hereby authorised to summon and compel any 
person, whose evidence they shall think necessary, to appear 
before them at a day and place appointed, to be summoned 
upon oath or affirmation, concerning any damage or injury as 
aforesaid; and the said commissioners shall, upon the call 
and demand of the president, or vice-president, of the 
supreme executive council, deliver, or send to the secretary 
of the said council, all or any of ‘the original accounts and 
estimates aforesaid, and shall also deliver, or send to the 
said secretary, copies of the book aforesaid, or any part or 
parts thereof, upon reasonable notice. And be it further 
enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that all losses of negro 
or mulatto slaves, and servants, who have’ been deluded 
and carried away by the enemies of the United States, and 
who have not been recovered or recompensed, shall be 
comprehended within the accounts and estimates aforesaid : 
and that the commissioners and assessors of any county,. 
which had not been invaded as aforesaid, shall nevertheless 
enquire after, and procure accounts and estimates of any 
damages, suffered by the loss of such servants and slaves, 
as is herein before directed as to other property. 

“« And be it further enacted, by the authority aSolesigd, 
that the charges and expenses of executing this act, as to 
the pay of the said commissioners and assessors, shall be 
as in other cases; and that witnesses shall be rewarded for 
their loss of time and trouble, as witnesses summoned to 
appear in the courts of quarter-sessions of the peace; and 
the said charges:and expenses shall be defrayed by the 
commonwealth ; but paid, in the first instance, out of the 
hands-of the treasurer of the county, for county rates, and 
levies upon orders drawn by the commissioners of the 
proper county.” | 
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We have not yet had time to hear what has been done by 
the other assemblies ; but I have no doubt that similar acts 
will be made use of by all of them, and thatthe mass of evi- 
dence produced by the execution of those acts, not only of 
the enormities committed by those people, under the direc- 
tion of British generals, but of those committed by the 
British troops themselves, will form a record that must 
render the British name odious in America to the latest 
generations. In that authentic record will be found the 
burning of the fine towns of Charleston, near Boston; of 
Falmouth, just before winter, when the sick, the aged, ‘the 
women and children, were driven to seek shelter where 
they could’ hardly find it; of Norfolk, in the midst of 
winter ;. of New London, of Fairfield, of Esopus, &c. 
besides near a hundred and fifty miles of ‘well settled 
country laid waste ; every house and barn burnt, and many 
hundreds of farmers, with their wives and children; butch¢ 
ered and scalped. ‘ 
The present British ministers, when thes reflect a little; 
will certainly be too equitable to suppose, that their nation 
has a right to makean unjust war, (which they have always 
allowed this against us to be), and to do all sorts of unne- 
cessary mischiefs, unjustifiable by the practice of any ins 
dividual people, which those they make war with are to 
suffer without claiming any satisfaction ; but that if Britons, 
or their adherents, are in return, deprived of any property, 
it is to be restored to them, or they are to be indemnified: 
The British troops can never excuse their barbarities. They 
were unprovoked. The loyalists may say, in excuse of 
theirs, that theywere exasperated by the loss of theif 
estates; and it was revenge. They have ‘then had their 
revenge. bs it right they should have both! 

Some of those people may have merit in their regard for 

Britain, and who espoused her cause from. affection ; these 


it may become you to reward. But there are many of them: 


who were waverers, and.were only determined to engapé 
in it by some occasional circumstance or appearances, these 


have not much of either merit or demerit; and there aré 
Ce 
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others who have abundance of demerit respecting your 
country, having, by their falshoods and misrepresentations, 
brought on and encouraged the continuance of the war; 
these, instead of being recompensed, should be punishede 

~It-is usual, among Christian people at war, to profess 
always a desire of peace ; but if the ministers.of one of the 
parties, choose to insist particularly on a certain article which 
they have known, the others are not and cannot be em- 
powered to agree to, what credit can they expect should be 
men to such professions ? | : 

_ Your ministers require, that. we should receive again inte 
our bosom, those who have been our bitterest enemies, and 
restore their properties who have destroyed ours, and this 
while the-wounds, they have given us are still bleeding! It 
‘is many years sincé your nation expelled the Stuarts and 
their adherents, and confiscated. their estatesy Much of 
your resentment against them may by this time be abated; 
yet if we should propose it, and insist on it as an article of 
our treaty with you, that that family should be recalled, and 
the forfeited estates of its friends restored, would you think © 

‘us serious in our. professions of earnestly desiring peace ? 

I must repeat my opinion, that it is best for you to drop. 
all mention of the refugees. We have proposed indeed 
nothing but what we think best for you as well as our- 
selves. But if you will have them mentioned, let it be in. 
an article which you may provide ; that they shall exhibit - 
accounts of their losses to commissioners, hereafter to be 
appointed, who should examine the same,.together with the 
accounts now preparing in America, of the damages done by 
them, and state the account, and thatif a balance appears in 
their favor, it shall be paid by us to you, and by you divided 
among them, as you shall think proper. And if the balance 
is found due to us, it shall be paid by you. 

Give me leave, however, to advise you to prevent the ~ 
necessity of so dreadful a discussion, by dropping the ar- 
ticle, that we may write to America and stop the siaivesihe 

I have the honor to be, &c.: 
‘B. F RANKLIN- 


/ 


1782. WITH CONGRESS. ° ‘ 203 


Article proposed for the treaty with Great Britain. 

Article 5th. It is agreed, that his Britannic majesty will 
earnestly recommend it to his parliament to provide for, 
and make compensation to the merchants and shopkeepers 
of Boston, whose goods and merchandize were seized 
and taken: out of the stores, warehouses, and shops, by 
order of general Gage, and others of his commanders or 
officers there, and also to the inhabitants of Philadelphia, 
for the goods‘taken away by his army there ; and to make 
compensation also for the tobacco, rice, indigo, and negroes, 
&c. seized and carried off by his armies, under generals 
Arnold, Cornwallis, and others, from the states of Virginia, 
North and South Carolina, and Georgia; and also for all 
vessels and cargoes belonging to the inhabitants of the said 
United States, which were stopt, seized, or taken either’in 
the ports or on the seas, by his governors or by his ships of 
war, before the declaration of war against the said states. 

And it is further agreed, that his Britannic majesty will 
also earnestly recommend it to his parliament, to make 
compehsation for all the towns, villages. and farms burnt 
and destroyed 2 his troops or adherents in the said United 
States. : 


Facts stated by Dr. Franklin, respecting the demands: of British 
merchants, against American filanters, Ue. 

THERE existed a free commerce upon mutual faith, be- 
tween Great Britain and America; »The merchants of the 
former credited. the merchants: and planters of the latter, 
with great quantities of goods, on the common expectation 
that the merchants having sold the goods, would make the 
accustomed remittances, that the planters would do the same ~ 
by the labor of their negroes, and the produce of that labor, 
tobacco, rice, indigo, &c. 

‘England, before the goods were sold in America, sends 
an armed force, seizes those goods in the stores, some were 
in the ships that brought them, and carries them off ; seizes 
_ also, and carries off the tobacco, rice and indigo, divided 


202 SECRET CORRESPONDENCE May, 


by the planters to make returns, and even the negroes from 
whose labor they might hope to raise every produce for that 
purpose. 

_. Britain now demands that the debts shall nevertheless be 
paid. . | 

Will she, can she, justly refuse making compensation for 
such seizures! 

If a draper who had sold a piece of linen to a neighbor 
on credit, should follow him, take the linen from him by 
force, and then send a bailiff to arrest him for the debt, 
would any court of law or equity award the payment of the 
debt, without ordering a restitution of the cloth? 

Will not the debtors in: America cry out, that if this 
compensation bé not made, they were betrayed by the pre- 
tended credit, and are now doubly ruined: 1st. by the 
enemy, and then by the negociators at Paris; the goods 
and negroes sold them, being taken from them with all they 
had besides, and they are now to be obliged to pay for 
what they have been robbed of. 


JOURNAL 
Of negociation for peace with Great Britain, 
| Passy, May 9, 1782. 

AS, since the change of ministry in England, some se- 
rious professions have been made of their disposition to 
peace, and of their readiness to enter into a general treaty 
for that purpose; and as the concerns and claims of five 
nations are to be discussed in that treaty, which must, 
. therefore, be interesting to the present age, and to posterity. 
{ am inclined to. keep a journal of the proceedings, as far. 
as they come to my knowlege, and, to make it more com. _ 
plete, will first endeavor to recollect what has already past. 

Great affairs sometimes take their rise from small cir. 
ctmstances. My good friend and neighbor, Madame Bril- — 
lon, being at Nice all Jast winter for her health, with her 
very amiable family, wrote to me that she had. met with 
some English gentry there, whose. acquaintance proved. 
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agreeable; among them she named lord Cholmondely, who, 
she said, had promised to call on his return to England, 
and drink tea with us at Passy. AD 

He left Nice sooner than she supposed, and came to 
Paris long before her.. On the 21st of March I received 
the following note (No. 1.) 3 


(RECEIVED MARCH 21, 1782.) 


‘¢ Lord Cholmondely’s compliments to Doctor Franklin ; 
he sets out for London to-morrow evening, and should be 
glad.to see him for five minutes before he went: lord Chol- 
mondely will call on him at any time in the morning, he 
shall please to appoint. 

“ Thursday evening, Hotel de Chartres.” 

I wrote for answer, that I should be at home all the next 
morning, and glad to see his lordship, if he did me the 
honor of calling upon me. He-came accordingly. I had 
before no pérsonal knowlege of this nobleman. We talked 
of our friends whom he left at Nice; then of affairs in Eng- 
land; and the late resolutions of the commons, on Mr, 
Conway’s motion. 

He told me that he knew lord Shelburne had a great re- 
gard for me, that he was sure his lordship would be pleased 
to hear from me, and thatif I would write a line he should 
have a pleasure in carrying it. On which I wrote the fol- 
BARES ! 

Passy, March 22. 1782. 

Lord Cholmondely having kindly offered to take.a letter 
from,me to your lordship, I embrace the opportunity of 
assuring the continuance of my ancient respect for your 
talents and virtues, and of congratulating you on the re- 
turning good disposition of your country in favor of Ame- 
rica, which appears in the late resolutions of the commons ; 
I am persuaded. it will have good effects. I hope it will 
tend to produce a general peace, which I am sure your 
lordship, with all good men, desires, which I wish to see 
before I die, and to which I shall with infinite pleasure, 
contribute every thing in my power. Your friends the 
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Abbé Morellet and Madame Helvetius are well. You 
have made the latter very happy by your present of goose- 
berry bushes, which arrived in five days and in excellent 


order. 
| With great and sincere esteem, 


I have the honor/to be, &c. 
3B. FRANKLIN. 


Soon after this we heard from England, that a total 
change had taken place in the ministry, and that lord Shel- 
burne was come in as secretary of state... But I thought no 
more of my letter, till an old friend and neighbor of mine 
many years in‘London, appeared at Passy, and introduced 
a Mr. Oswald, whom he said had a great desire to see me; 
and Mr. Oswald after some little conversation, gave me 
the following letters from lord Shelburne and Mr. Laurens : 
(No. 3, and 4.) fhe ° | 

Lord Shelburne jo Dr. Franklin. 
London, April 6, 1782. 


? 


DEAR sIR, 

I HAVE been favored with your letter, and am much 
obliged by your remembrance. I find myself returned 
nearly to the same situation which you remember me to 
have occupied nineteen years ago, and should be very glad 


to talk to you as I did then, and afterwards in 1767, upon 


the means of promoting the happiness of mankind; a sub- 
ject much more agreeable to my nature, than the best con- 
certed plans for spreading misery and devastation. I have 
had a high opinion of the congress, of your mind, and of 
your foresight. Ihave often been beholden to both, and 


shall be glad to be so again, as far as is compatible with 


your situation. Your letter discovering the same disposi- 
tion, has made me send you Mr. Oswald. I-have had a 
longer acquaintance with him, than even I have had the 
pleasure to have with you. I believe him an honest man, 
and after consulting some of our common friends, I have 
thought him fittest for the purpose. He is.a pacifical man, 
and conversant in those negociations which are most inter- 


: 
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esting to mankind. This has made me prefer him to any 
of our speculative friends, or to any person of higher rank : 
he is fully apprized of my mind, and you may give full 
credit to every thing he assures youof. At the same time 
if any channel occurs to you, I am ready to embrace it, I 
wish to retain the same simplicity and good faith which 
subsisted between us in transactions of less importance. 
I have the honor to be, &c. | 
ie Ze SHELBURNE. 
Picts Laurens to Dr. Franklin. 
London, April 7, 1782. 
DEAR SIR, 

Richard Oswald, Esquire, who will do.me the honor 
ef delivering this, is a gentleman of the strictest candor 
and integrity. I dare give such assurance, from an expe- 
rience little short of thirty years, and to add, you will be 
perfectly safe in conversing freely with him on the business 
which he will introduce, a business which Mr. Oswald has 
disinterestedly engaged in from motives of benevolence, 
and from the choice of the man, a persuasion follows that 
the electors mean to.be in earnest. Some people in this 
country, who have too long indulged themselves in abus- 
img every thing American, have been pleased to circulate 
an opinion that Doctor Franklin is a very. cunning man, 
im answer to which, I have remarked to Mr. Oswald, 
Doctor Franklin knows very well how to manage a cunning 
man ; but when the doctor converses and treats with a man 
of candour, there is no man more candid than himself. I 
do not know whether you will ultimately agree in political 
sketches; but I am sure as gentlemen, you will ake very 
well pleased with each other. | 

Should you, sir, think proper to;communicate to me your 
sentiments and advice on our affairs, the more amply the 
more acceptable, and probably the more serviceable. Mr.. 
Oswald will take charge of your. dispatches, ‘and afford a 
secure means of conveyance. To this gentleman I refer 
you for general information of a journey which I am imme- 


» 
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diately to make, partly in his company, at Ostend to file off 
for the Hague. I feel a willingness, infirm as I am, to 
attempt doing as much good as can be expected from such 
a prisoner upon parole. As general Burgoyne is certainly 
exchanged, a circumstance by the bye, which possibly 
might have embarrassed us, had your late proposition been 
accepted. May I presume at my return to offer another 
lieutenant general now in England, a prisoner upon parole, 
in exchange, or what shall I offer in exchange for myself, 
a thing in my own estimation, of no great value. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, and permit me 
to add, great reverence, sir, &c. 


HENRY LAURENS. * 


I entered. into conversation with Mr. Oswald. He was 
represented in the letter as fully apprized of lord Shel- 
burne’s mind, and I was desirous of knowing it. All J 
could learn was, that the ministry sincerely wished for peace, 
that they considered the object of the war to France and 
America as obtained. That if the independence of the 
United States was agreed to, there was no other point in 
dispute, and therefore nothing left to hinder a pacification ; 
that they were ready to treat-of peace; but he intimated 
that if. France should insist upon terms ‘too humiliating to 
England, they could still: continue the war, having yet 
great strength and many-resources left. I let him know 
that America would not treat but in concert with France ; 
and that my colleagues not-being here, I could do nothing 
of importance in the affair, hut that if he pleased, I would 
present him to the coung de Vergennes, secretary of state 
for foreign affairs. He consenting, I wrote and sent the 
following letter: 


‘i Passy, April 15, 1782. 
SIR, es ; 
AN English nobleman, lord Cholmondely, lately return- 


ing from Italy, called on me ata time when we received 


the hews of the first resolutions of the house of commons 
relating to America. On conversation he said; that he knew 


‘| 


My Vas 
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his friend, lord Shelburne, had a great regard for me: that 
it would be pleasing to him to hear of my welfare, and to 
receive a line from me, of which he, lord Cholmondely; 
should like to be the bearer ; additig, that if there should be 
a change of ministry, he believed lord Shelburne would be 
employed. I thereupon wrote a few lines, of which I also 
enclose a copy. This day I received an answer, which I also 
enclose, together with another letter from Mr. Laurens. 
They both, as your excellency will see, recommend the bearer, 
Mr. Oswald, as a very honest sensible man. _ I have had a 
little conversation with him. He tells me there has been a 
desire of making a separate peace with America, and con- 
tinuing the war with France and Spain; but that now all 
wise’ people give up that idea as impracticable ; ; and it is 
his private opinion, that the ministry do sincerely desire a 
general peace, and that they will readily come into it, pro- 
vided France does dot insist upon conditions too humiliating 
for England ; in such case, she will make great and violent 
efforts rather than submit to them, and that much is still in 
her power, &c. I told the gentleman, that I could i not en- 
ter into particulars with him, but in concert with the minis- 
ters of this court. And I proposed introducing him to 
your excellency, after communicating to you the letters he 
had brought me, in case you should think fit to see him, 
with which he appeared to be pleased. I intend. waiting 
on you to-morrow, when you will please to acquaint me. 
with your intentions, and favor me with your counsels. 
He had heard nothing of Forth’s mission, and the old mi- 
nistry had not acquainted the new with that transaction. 
Mr. Laurens came over with him in the same vessel, and 
went from Ostend to Holland. _ 
With great respect, I am, &e. 
B. FRANKLIN.” 


_ The next day being at court with the foreign ministers, 

as usual on Tuesdays. I saw M. de Vergennes, who ac- 

quainted me, that he had caused the letter to be translated, 

had Be tercd the contents, and should like, to see Mr. 
Dd 
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Oswald. We agreed that the interview should be on wen 
nesday at ten’o’clock. a 
Immediately on my return’ cio: L wrote to Mr. tata 
acquainting him with what had passed at Versailles, and 
proposing that he: should be with me at half past eight the 
next morning, in order to proceed thither. 
I received from him the Pusat eres | 


SO SIRS 

I HAVE the honor of yours by the bearer, and shall be 
sure to wait on you to-morrow, at half past eight, sia Iam, 
athe much respect, &c. 

RICHARD OSWALD.” 

Post April t6. 

He came accordingly, and we arrived at Versailles punc- 
tually. M. de Vergennes received him with much civility. 
Mr. Oswald, not being ready in speaking French, M. de 
Rayneval interpreted. ‘The conversatfon ‘continued near 
an hour. Mr. Oswald, at first, thought of sending an ex- 
press, with an account of it, and was offered a passport, but 
finally concluded to go himself, and I wrote the next day 
to lord Shelburne the following letter. , 


No. 8. 
| : “ Passy, April 1&, 1782. 
My Lorp, | : 3 

I HAVE received the letter your lordship did me the 
honor of writing to me the 6th instant. TI congratulate you 
on your new appointment to the honorable and important 
office you formerly filled so worthily, an office which must 
be so far pleasing to you, as it affords you more opportuni- 
ties of doing good, and serving your country essentially in 
its great concerns. I have conversed a good deal with Mr. 
Oswald, and am-much pleased with him; he appears: to me 
a wise and honest man. I acquainted him that I was com- 
missioned, with others, to treat of and conclude a peace : 
that full powers were given us for that purpose ; and that 
the congress promised, in good faith, to ratify, confirm, and 
cause to be faithfully observed the treaty we should make ; 
but that we would not treat separately from France ; and E 
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proposed introducing him to M. le compte de Vergennes, to 
whom I communicated your lordship’s letter, containing 
Mr. Oswald’s character, as a foundation for the interview; 
He will acquaint you, that the assurance he gave of his Bri- 
tannic majesty’s good disposition towards peace was well 
received, and assurances returned of the same good disposi- 
tions, on the part of his most Christian majesty. With re- 
gard to circumstances relative to a treaty, M.de Vergennes 
obsérved, that the king’s engagements were such, as that-he 
could not treat without the concurrence of his allies ; that 
the treaty should therefore befor a’ general, not’a partial, 
peace ;.and if the parties were not disposed to finish the 
war speedily by'themselves, it would .perhaps be ‘best ‘to 
treat at Paris, as an embassador from Spain was already 
there, and the commissioners from America might easily 
and soon be assembled there: Or if they chose. to make 
use of the proposed mediation, they might treat at Vienna; 
but that the king was truly willing to put a speedy end to the 
war: that he would agree to any place the king of England 
should think proper. I leave the rest of the conversation, 
to be related to your lordship by Mr. Oswald; and that he 
might do it more easily and fully than he could by letter. 
I was of opinion with him, that it would be best he reptes 
return immediately, and do it vivd voce. | 
Being myself but one of the four persons now in ERRONS 
commissioned by the congress to treat of peace, I can make 
no proposition of much importance, without them. I can 
only express my wish that, if Mr. Oswald returns hither, 
he may bring with him the agreement of your court to treat 
' for a general peace, and the proposal of place and time, that 
I may immediately write to Messrs. Adants, Laurens, and 
Jay. I suppose that, in this case, your lordship will think it 
proper to have Mr. Laurens discharged from the engage- 
ments he entered into, when he was admitted to bail. I 
desire no other channel of communication between us, than 
that of Mr. Oswald, which I think your lordship has chosen 
with much judgment. He will be witness of my acting with 
all the simplicity, and good faith, which you do me the 
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honor to expect from me; and if he is enabled, when he 
* returns hither, to communicate more fully your lordship’s 
mind on the principal points to be settled, I think it may 
contribute much to the blessed work our hearts are en- 
gaged in. 

By the act of parliament, relative to American prisoners, 
I see the king is empowered to. exchange them. I hope 
those you have, in England and Ireland; may be sent home 
soon to their country in flags of truce, and exchanged for, 
an equalnumber of your people. Permit me to add, that I 
think it:would be well if some kindness were used in the 
transaction, with regard to their comfortable accommoda- 
tion on ship-board, as those poor unfortunate people have 
been long absent from their families and friends, and rather 
hardly treated. 

With great regard, and sincere respect, 

I have the honor to.be, my lord, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN.” 


To the account, contained in this letter, of what passed: 
in the conversation with the minister, I should add his 
frank declaration, that as the foundation of good and.du, 
rable peace should be laid in justice, whenever a treaty was 
entered upon, he -had seyeral demands to make of justice 
from England. Of this, says he, I give you previous no- 
tice.. What these demands were, he did not particularly 
say; One occurred to me, to wit, reparation for the injury 
done in taking several French ships by surprise, before the 
declaration of the preceding war, contrary to the law of 
nations. Mr. Oswald seemed to wish obtaining some pro- 
positions to carry back with him; but M. de Vergennes 
said to him very properly, there are four nations engaged 
in the war against you, who cannot, till they have consulted 
and known each other’s minds, be ready to make proposi- 
tions. Your court, being without allies, and alone, know- 
ing its own mind, can express it immediately. It is there- 
fore more natural to expect the first propositions from you, 


~ 
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On our return from Versailles, Mr. Oswald took occa- 
sion to impress me with ideas,: that the present weakness 
of the government in England, with regard to continuing 
the war, was owing chiefly to the division of sentiments 
about it. That in case France should make demands too 
humiliating for England to submit to, the spirit of the na- 
tion would be roused, unanimity would prevail, and re- 
sources would not be wanting. He said, there was no want 
of money in the nation: that the chief difficulty lay in the 
finding out new taxes to raise it; and perhaps that difficulty 
might be avoided, by shutting up the exchequer; stopping 
the payment of the interest of public funds, and applying 
that money to the support of the war. I made no reply to 
this; for I did not desire to discourage their stopping pay- 
ment, which I consider as cutting the throat of the public 
eredit, and a means of adding fresh exasperation against 
them with the neighboring nations. Such menaces were 
besides an encouragement with me, remembering the | 
adage, that they who threaten are afraid. 

The next morning, when I had written the above letter 
to lord Shelburne, I went with it to Mr. Oswald’s lodgings, 
and gave it to him to read before. I sealed it, that in case 
any thing might be in it with which he was not satisfied, it 
might be corrected; but he expressed himself much pleased. 
In going to him [had also in view the entering into a con- 
versation, which might draw out something of the mind of 
his court, on the spbject of Canada and Nova Scotia. I had 
thrown some loose thoughts on paper, which I intended to 
serve as memorandums for my discourse ;, but without a 
fixed intention of shewing them to him. On his saying, 
that he was obliged to me for the good opinion I had ex- 
pressed of him to lord Shelburne, in my letter, and assuring 
that he had entertained the same of me; I observed, that 
I had perceived lord §. placed great confidence in him, 
and as we had happily the same in each other, we might 
possibly, by a free communication of sentiments, and a pre- 
vious settling of our own minds, on some of the important 
points, be the means of great good, by impressing our sen- 
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timents on the minds of those with whom they might have 
influence ; and where their being received might be :of 
importance. I then remarked, that his nation seemed to 
desire areconciliation with America: that I heartily wished 
the same thing: that.a_mere peace would not produce half 
its advantages, if not attended with asincere reconciliation: 
that, to obtain this, the party which had been the aggressor; 
and had cruelly treated the other, should shew some marks 
of concern for what was past, and some disposition to make 
reparation: that perhaps there were things which America 
mightdemand, by way of reparation, and which England 
might yield; but that the éffect would be vastly greater, if 
they appeared tobe voluntary, and to spring from returning 
good will: that I therefore wished England: would. think 
of offering something to relieve those who had suffered by 
its scalping and burning parties. Lives indeed could not 
be restored nor. compensated; but the villages and houses, 
wantonly destroyed, might be rebuilt, &c. _ I then touched 
upon the affair of Canada ; and, as in a former conversation 
he had mentioned his opinion, that the giving up that coun- 
try to the English, at the last peace, had been a politic act 
in France ; for that it had weakened the ties between Eng- 
land and. her colonies, and that he himself had predicted 
from it the late revolution. I spoke of the occasions of 
future quarrels that might be produced, by her continuing 
to hold it ; hinting. at the same time, but not expressing too 
plainly, that such a situation to us so dangerous, would 
necessarily obligé us to cultivate and strengthen our union 
with France. He appeared much struck with my discourse ; 
-and as’I frequently looked at my paper, he desired to see 
it. After some little delay, I allowed him to read it. The 
following is an exact copy. 


NOTES OF CONVERSATION, 
TO make a peace durable, what may give occasion for 
future wars should, if practicable, be removed. 
The territory of the United States, and that of Canada, 
by long extended frontiers, touch each other. 
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The settlers, on the frontiers of the American provinces, 
are generally the most disorderly of the people, who being 
far removed from ‘the eye and: control of their respective 
governments, are more bold in committing offences against 
neighbors, ‘and. are for ‘ever occasioning. complaints, and 
furnishing matter for fresh differences between their states. 

By the late debates in parliament, and public writings, it 
appears that Britaindesires a reconciliation with the Ame- 
ricans.: It is a sweet ‘word. It means more than a mere 
peace, and what is heartily to be wished for. Nations 
make a peace. whenever they are both weary of ‘making 
war. But if one of them has made war upon the other 
unjustly, and has wantonly, and unnecessarily; done it great 
injuries, and’ refuses reparation ;* though. there may, for 
the present, be peace, the resentment of those injuries will 
remain, and will break out again in vengeance when occa- 
sions offer. These occasions’ will be watched for by one 

‘side, feared by the other, and the peace will never be 
secure, nor'can any cordiality subsist between them. ___ 

Many houses and villages have been-burnt in America 
by the’ English, ‘and their allies the Indians. I do not 
know that the Americans will insist on reparation, perhaps 
they may. But would it not be better for England to 
offer it? Nothing would have a greater tendency to con- 

ciliate, and much of the future commerce and returning 
intercourse, between the two countries, may depend on 
the reconciliation. Would not the advantage of: reconci- 
liation, by such means, be greater than the expense. 

If then a way can be proposed, which may tend to efface 
the memory of injuries, at the same time that it takes away 
the occasions of fresh quarrels and mischief, will it not be 
worth considering, especially if it can be done, not only 
without expense, but be a means of saving? : 

Britain possesses Canada. Her chief advantage from 
that possession consists in the trade for peltry. Her ex- 
penses in governing and defending that settlement must be 

considerable. It might be humiliating to her to give it 
upon the demand of America. Perhaps America will not 
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demand it.. Some of the political rulets may consider the 
fear of such a neighbor, as the means of keeping the thir- 
teen states more united among themselves, and more at- 
tentive to military discipline. But, on the mind of the 
people in general, would it not have an excellent effect, if 
Britain should voluntarily offer to give up this province, 
though, on these conditions, that ‘she shall, in all times 
coming, have and enjoy the right of free trade thither, 
unincumbered with any duties whatsoever: that so much 
of the vacant lands there shall be sold, as will raise a sum 
sufficient to pay for the houses burnt by the British troops, 
and the Indians; and also to indemnify the royalists for 
the confiscation of their estates. 

This is mere conversation matter, between Mr. Oswald 
and Mr. Franklin, as the former is not empowered to make 
propositions, and the latter cannot make any without the 


concurrence of his colleagues. 


He then told:me, that nothing in his judgment could be 
clearer, and more satisfactory and convincing, than the 
-reasonings in that paper: that he would do his utmost to 
impress lord Shelburne with them: that as, his memory 
might not do them justice, and it would be impossible for 
him to express them so well, Or state them so clearly as I 
had written them, he begged that I would let him take the 
paper with him, assuring me that he would return it safely 
into my hands. I at length complied with this request also. 
We parted exceeding good friends, and he set out for 
London. oe s aieh Cet 3 
_ By the first opportunity after his departure, I wrote the | 
following letter to Mr. Adams, and sent the paper therein — 
mentioned, that he might be fully apprised of the proceed- 
ings. I omitted only the paper of notes for conversation — 
with Mr. Oswald, but gave the substance, as appears in the 
letter. | i, ; ea ; 
The reason of my omitting it was, that, on reflection, I 
was not pleased with my having hinted a reparation to the 
tories for their forfeited estates. I was a little ashamed 
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of my weakness in. permitting the Paper to 89 out of a 
hands. 


Dr. Franklin to Mr. Adams. 
Passy, April 20, 1782: 
Sir, 
I HOPE your excellency received the copy of our in- 
structions, which I sent by the courier from Versailles 
some weeks since. I wrote youon the 13th to go by captain 
Smedley, and sent a packet of correspondence with Mr. 
Hartly. Smedley did not leave Paris so, soon as I expect- 
ed or you should have had it by this time. . With this I 
send a fresh correspondence, which I have been drawn 
into, to wit, ist. A letter I sent to lord Shelburne before 
he was minister. 2d. His answer, since he was minister, 
by Mr. Oswald. 3d. A letter from Mr. Laurens. 4th. 
My letter to M. de Vergennes, 5th. My answer to lord 
Shelburne. 6th. My answer'to Mr. Laurens. 7th. Copy 
of ....-. Reports. These papers will inform pretty. 
well of what passed between me and Mr. Oswald, ex- 
cept that, in a conversation at parting, I mentioned to 
him, that I observed they spoke much in England of ob- 
taining a reconciliation with the colonies: that this was 
more than a peace, that.the latter might possibly be obtain- 
ed, without the former; that the cruel injuries constantly 
done us, by burning our towns, &c. had made deep im- 
pressions of resentment that would long ‘remain: that 
much of the advantage to the commerce of England, from 
a peace, would depend ona reconciliation: that the peace, 
without reconciliation, would “probably not be durable: 
that after a. quarrel between) friends, nothing tended so 
much to conciliate, as’ offers made by the aggressor, of 
reparation for injuries done by him in his passion. And 
hinted, that if England should make us a voluntary offer of 
Canada, expressly for that purpose, it might have a good 
effect. Mr. Oswald liked. much the idea, said they were 
too much straitened for money to make. us pecuniary re- 
paration, but he should endeavor to persuade their doing 
Be 
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it in that way. He is furnished with a passport to go 
and return by Calais, and I expect him back in ten or 
twelve days. I wish you and Mr. Laurens could be here 
when he arrives, for I shall much want your advice, and 
cannot act without your concurrence. If the present crisis 
of your affairs prevents your coming, I hope at least Mr. 
‘Laurens will be here, and we must communicate with you 
by expresses, for your letters to me per post are generally 
‘opened. I shall write per next post, requesting Mr. Jay 
to be here also as soon as possible. 

I received your letter, advising of your draft on me for 
a quarter’s salary, which will be duly honored. 


With Breet esteem I have the honor to be, &e. 
B. FRAN ALIN: 


Supposing Mr. Laurens to be in Holland ‘with Mr. 
Adams, I at the same time wrote him the following letter. 


og Passy, April 20, 1782. 
SIR, 

I RECEIVED, by Mr. Oswald, the letter ‘you did me 
the honor of writing to me the -7th instant. He brought 
me also a letter from lord Shelburné, which gave him the 
same character that you did; adding, “ he is fully apprised 
of my mind, and you may give full credit to every thing he 
assures you of.” Mr. Oswald, however, could give me 
no other particulars of his lordship’s mind; but'that he was 
sincerely disposed to peace. As to me the message seemed 
therefore rather intended to procure or receive propostions . 
than to make any, I told Mr. Oswald, that I could make 
none, but in concurrence with my colleagues in the commis- 
sion, and that if we were together, we should not treat but 
in conjunction with France ; and I proposed introducing 
him to M. de Vergennes, which he accepted. He made _ 
to that minister the same declaration of the disposition of 
England to peace; who replied,. that France had assuredly 
the same good disposition: that a treaty might be im- 
mediately begun, but it must be for a’ general, and: not 
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‘a particular peace: that as to the place, he thought Paris 
to be the most convenient, as Spain had here already an 
embassador, and the American commissioners could easi- 
ly be assembled there.” This upon a supposition of the 
parties treating directly with each other, without the in-_ 
tervention of mediators ; but if the mediation was to be 
used, it might be at Vienna. The king, his master, how- 
ever, was so truly disposed to peace, that he would agree 
to any place that the king.of England should choose, and 
would at the treaty give proof of the confidence that might 
be placed in any engagement he should then enter into, 
by the fidelity and exactitude with which he should ob- 
serve those already had with his present allies. Mr. Os- 
wald is returned, with these general answers, by the way 
of Calais, and expects to be here again in a few days. 
I wish it might be convenient for you and Mr. Adams to 
be here at the same time; but if the present critical situa- 
tion of affairs there, makes his being in Holland necessary 
_ just now, I hope you may. nevertheless be here, bringing 
with you his opinion and advice. . I have proposed to lord 
Shelburne to discharge vou from the obligations you enter- 
ed into at the time of your enlargement, that you may act 
more freely:in the treaty he desires. I had-done myself 
the honor of writing to you a few days before the arrival 
of Mr. Oswald. My letter went by Mr. Young, your : 
- secretary, and enclosed a copy of our commission, with an 
offer of money if you had occasion for any. Hoping that 
you will not return to England before you have been at. 
Paris, I forbear enlarging on the state of our affairs here 
and Spain. - M. de Vergennes told me, he should be very 
glad to see youheree I found Mr. Oswald to answer per- 
fectly the character you gave me of him, and’ was much 
pleased with him. ae j 
I have the honor to be, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


Just after I had dispatched these letters, I received the 
following from Mr. Adams. 
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SiR, 


_ Yesterday noon Mr. William Vaughan, of London, came | 


to my house with Mr. Laurens, the son of the president ; 
and brought me a line from the latter, and told me that the 
president was at Haerlem, and desired to see me; I went 
to Haerlem, and found my old friend at the Golden Lion. 

He told me that he was come partly for his health and. 
the pleasure of seeing me, and partly to converse with me, 
and see if he had at present just ideas and views of things, 
at least to see if we agreed in sentiment, and having been 
desired by several of the new ministry todo so. __ 

T asked him if he was at liberty: he said no, that he was 
still under parole, but at liberty to say what he pleased to 
me. , oe os | 
I told him I could not communicate to him, being a pri- 
soner, evenhis own instructions, nor enter into any consul- 
tation with him as one of our colleagues in the commission 
for peace ; that all Ishould say to him would be as one pri- 
vate citizen conversing with another, but that upon all such 
occasions, I should reserve a right to communicate what- 
ever should pass to our colleagues.and allies, 

He said that lord Shelburne and others of the new mini- 
stry, were anxious to know whether there was any authority 
to treat of a separate peace, and whether there could be an 
accommodation upon any. terms short. of independence, 
that he had ever answered them that nothing short of an 
express or tacit acknowlegement of our independence, i In 
his opinion would ever be accepted, and that no treaty 
ever would or could be made. separate from France. He 
asked me if his answers had been right ; I told him I was 
fully of that opinion. 

He said that the new ministers had received abt epee 
port, but his character was such that they did not choose to 
depend upon it; that a person by the name of Oswald, I 
think, set off for Paris to see you, about the same time that 
he came away to see me. ~ 


Amsterdam, April 16, 1782. . 
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I desired him, between him.and me, to consider without 
saying any thing of it to the ministry, whether we could 
ever have a real peace, with Canada or Nova Scotia in the 
hands of the English: and whether we ought not to insist 
at least upon a stipulation that they should keep no standing 
army or regular troops, nor erect any fortifications upon 
the frontiers of either. That at present, I saw no motive 
that we had to be anxious for a peace, and that if the nation 

was not ripe for it upon proper terms, we might wait pa- 
tiently until they should be so, 

I found the old gentleman perfectly sound in his system 
of politics; he has a very poor opinion both of the integrity 
and abilities of the new ministry, as well as of the old. He 
thinks they know not what they are about; that they are 
spoiled by the same insincerity, duplicity, falsehood, and 
corruption with the former. Lord Shelburne, still flatters 
the king with ideas of conciliation and separate peace; yet 
the nation and the best men init, are for universal peace, and 
an express acknowlegement of American independence ; 
and many of the best’ are for giving up Canada and Nova 
Scotia. 

His design seemed to be solely to know how far...... 
report was true. After an hour or two of conversation, 
returned to Amsterdam and left him to return to London. 

These are all but artifices to raise the stocks, and if you 
think of any method to put a stop to them, I will cheerfully 
concur with you. They now know sufficiently that our 
commission is to treat of a general peace, and with persons 
vested with equal powers, and if you agree to it I will 
never wish to see another messenger that 1 is not a plenipo- 
tentiary. 

It is expected that the seventh province, Ghelderland: 
will this dav acknowlege American independence. I think 
we are in such a situation now, that we ought not upon any 
consideration, think of a truce or any, thing short of the 
express acknowlegement of the SORTER of the United 


tates. 
es eae | 
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I should be glad, however, to know etna sentiments upon 


_ this point. 
I have the Buoy to ae &e. 


JOHN ADAMS. 


To the above, I immediately wrote the following answer : 
Passy, April 21, 1782. 


Srr, 
I HAVE just received the honor of yours, dated the 
16th instant, acquainting me with the interview between 


your excellency and Mr. Laurens. Iam glad to learn that 


his political sentiments coincide with ours, and that there 
is a disposition in England to give us BP Canada and Nova 
Scotia. 

I like your idea of seeing no more messengers that are 
not plenipotentiaries ; but I cannot refuse seeing again Mr. 
Oswald, as the minister here considered the letter to me 
from lord Shelbume, as a kind of authentication given to 
that. messenger, and expects his return with some explicit 
propositions. I shall keep you advised of what passes. _ 

The late act of parliament for exchanging American pri- 
soners as prisoners of war, according to the law of nations, 


any thing in their commitments notwithstanding, seems to 
me arenunciation of their pretensions to try our people as 


subjects guilty of high treason, and to be a kind of- tacit 
acknowlegment, of our independency: Having taken this 
step, it will be less difficult for them to acknowlege it ex- 
pressly. They are now preparing transports to send the 
_ prisoners home. I yesterday sent the passports desired of 


me. 


in which he says, that if advantage is taken of the present 
enthusiam in favor of America, a loan might be obtained in 
Holland of five. or six millions of florins for America; and 
if their house is employed to open it, he has no doubt of 
success ; but that no time isto be lost. I earnestly recom- 
mend this matter to you as extremely necessary to the 


operations of our financier, Mr. Morris, who, not knowing» 


Sir George Grand, shews mea letter from Mr. Fizeaux, 


A— spo i 
SS ee ee eee 


—. — 
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that the greatest part of the last five millions has been con- 
sumed by purchase of goods, &c. in Europe, writes me 
advice of large drafts that he shall be obliged to make upon 
me this summer. This court has granted us six millions 
of livres for the current year, but it will fall vastly short of 
our occasions: there being large orders to fulfil, and near 
two millions and an half to pay Mr. Beaumarchais, besides 
the interest bills, &c. The house of Fizeaux and Grand, 
is now appointed banker for France, by a special commis- 
sion from the king, and will on that as well as other 
accounts, be in my opinion, the fittest for this operation. 
Your excellency being on the spot, can better judge of the 
terms, &c. and manage with that-house the whole business, 
in which I shall be glad to have no other concern than that of 
receiving assistance from it when pressed by the dreaded. 
drafts. 

| i With great respect, Iam, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


In reply to this, Mr. ne wrote me as follows: 


Amsterdam, May 2, 1782. 
Sir, ; 

{, AM honored with your favor of the 20th April, and. 

Mr. Laurens’s son proposes to carry the letter to his father 
forthwith. The instructions by the courier from Versailles 
came safe as all other dispatches by that channel no doubt 
will do. The correspondence with Mr. Hartly, I received 
by captain Smedley, and will take the first good opportu- 
nity by a Beats hand to return it, as well as that with the 
Bn Ofh.s" 5 

Mr. Laurens and Mr. Jay, will, I hope, be able to meet 

at Paris; but when it will be in my power to go I know not. 
_ Your present negociation about peace, falls in very well to 
aid a proposition which I am instructed to make as soon as 
the court of Versailles shall judge proper, of a triple or 
quadruple alliance. This matter, the treaty of commerce, 
which is now under deliberation, and the loan, will render 
at improper for me to quit the station, “unless i in case of ne- 


a 
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cessity. If there is a real disposition to permit Canada to 
accede to the American association, I should think there 
would be no great difficulty in adjusting all things between 
England and America, provided our allies are contented 
too. In a former letter, I hinted that I thought an ex- 
press acknowlegement of our independence might now be 
insisted on: but I did not mean that we should insist upon 
such an article in the treaty. If they make a treaty of 
peace with the United States of America, this is acknow- 
lerement enough for me.. 

The affair of a loan, gives me much anxiety and fatigue. 
It is true I may open a loan for five millions, but I confess 
I have no hopes of obtaining so much, the money is not to 
be had. Cash is not infinite in this country... Their profits 
by trade have been ruined for two or three years; and their 
loans open for France, Spain, England, Russia, Sweden, 
Denmark, and several other powers, .as well as their own - 
national, provincial, and collegiate loans. The undertakers 
are already loaded with burthens greater than they can 
bear;. and all the brokers in the republic are so engaged, 
that there is scarcely a ducat to be lent but what is pro- 
mised. | 

This is the true cause why we shall not succeed: yet 
they -will seek an hundred other pretences. It is con- 
sidered such an honor, and such an introduction to Ame- 
rican trade to be the house; that the.eagerness to obtain 
the title of American Banker, is prodigious. Various 
houses have pretensions \which they set up very high, 
and let me: choose which I will, I.am suré of a cry anda 
clamor. I have taken some measures to endeavor to calm 
the heat and give a general satisfaction, but have-as yet 
small hopes of success. I would strike with any house 
that would insure the money, but none will undertake it 
now it is offered, although several were very ready to 
affirm that they could, when it began to be talked of. | 
Upon inquiry they don’t find the money easy to obtain, 
which I could have told them before. It is.to me, per- 
sonally, perfectly indifferent which is the house, and the 
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only question is, which will be able to do best for the inte- 
‘rest of the United States. This question, however, recat | 
ig not easy to answers | 

But I think it clear, after very painful and bial in- 
quiries for a year and an half, that no house whatever wil! 
be able to do much. Enthusiasm at some times, and im 
some countries, may do a great deal, but there has as yet 
been no enthusiasm in this country for America, strong 
enough to untie may purses. Another year, if the war 
should continue, perhaps we may do better. 

I have the honor to be, &e. 
JOHN ADAMS. 


During Mr. Oswald’s absence, I received the following 
from Mr. Laurens. 
London, April 20, 1782. 
SIR, 

-I WRIT to you on the 7th inst. by Mr Oswald, since 
which, that is to say, on the 28th I was honored by the 
receipt of your letter of the 12th, enclosing a copy of the 
commission for treating for peace, by the hands of Mr. 
Young. The recognizance exacted from me by the late 
ministry, has been vacated and done away by the present: 
these have been pleased to enlarge me without formal con- 
ditions; but, as I would not consent the United States of 
America should be outdone in generosity, however late the 
marks appeared on this side, I took upon me to assure 
lord Shelburne, in a letter of acknowlegement for the part 
which his lordship had taken for obtaining my release, that 
congress would not fail to make a just and adequate return. 
The only return in my view is lieutenant general lord Corn- 
wallis. Congress were pleased, some time ago; to offer 
a British lieutenant general for my ransom, and, as I 
am informed the special exchange of lord Cornwallis for 
the same subject, was lately in contemplation; it would 
afford me very great satisfaction to know, that you will join 
me in cancelling the debt of honor which we have impliedly 
incurred, by discharging his lordship from the obligation of 
his parole. | 

F f. 


x 
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For my own part, though not a bold adventurer, I think 
{ shall not commit myself to the risk of censure, by acting 
conjunctly with you in such a bargain. I entreat you, sir, 
at least to reflect on this matter; I shall take the liberty of 
requesting your determination, when I reach the continent, 
which will probably happen in a few days. 

Lord Cornwallis, in a late conversation with me, put the 
following case: suppose, said his lordship, it shall have 
been agreed, in America, that lord Cornwallis should 
be offered in exchange for Mr. Laurens, don’t you think 
although you are now discharged, I ought to reap the in- 
tended benefit? A reply.from the feelings of my heart, as 
I love fair play, was prompt; undoubtedly, my lord: you 
ought to be, and shall be, in such case discharged; and I 
will venture to take the burthen upon myself. Certain 
legal forms, I apprehend, rendered the discharge of me, 
without condition unavoidable ; but I had previous, refused 
to accept of myself for nothing, and what I now aim at 
was understood as an adequate return ; tis not to be doubt- 
ed, his lordship’s question was built on this ground. I had 
uniformly and explicitly declared to the people here, people 
in the first rank of importance, that nothing short of inde- 
pendence in terms of our treaty of alliance would induce 
America to treatfor truce or peace; and that no treaty 
could be had without the consent of our ally first obtained ; 
in a word, if you mean to have peace, you must seek for 
a general peace. The doctrine was ill relished, especially 


by those whose power only could set the machine in mo- 


tion; but, having since my return from Haerlem, asserted 
in very positive terms, that I was confirmed in my former 
opinions, the late obduracy has been more. than a little 
softened, as you will soon learn from the worthy friend by 
whom I addressed you on the 7th, who two days ago set 
out on his return to Passy and Versailles, with (as I be- 


deve) a more permanent commission than the former. 


Accept my thanks, sir, for the kind office of a supply of 
money ; I know too well how much you have beem harrassed 
for that article, and too well how low our American finan- 
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ees in Europe are. Therefore if I can possibly avoid it, I 
will not further trouble you, nor impoverish them, or not 
till the last extremity. Hitherto I have supported myself 
without borrowing from any body; and I am determined 
to continue living upon my own stock while it lasts. The 
stock is indeed small, my expenses have been and shall be 
in a suitably modest style. I pray God to bless you. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
HENRY LAURENS. 

P. S. “I judged it proper, not only to shew the peace 
commission to lord Shelburne, but to give his lordship a 
copy of it, from an opinion that it would work no evil, 
being shown elsewhere.” | 

On the 4th May, Mr. Oswald returned, and brought 
me the following letter from lord Shelburne : 


(RECEIVED 4TH MAY.) 


“ Shelburne House, April 20, 1782. 
Dear Srp, 

I HAVE received much satisfaction in being assured 
by you, the qualifications of wisdom and integrity which 
induced me to make choice of Mr. Oswald, as the fittest 
instrument for the renewal of our friendly intercourse, have 
also recommended him so effectually to your approbation 
and esteem. I most heartily wish the influence of his first 
communication of our mutual sentiments, may be extended 
to a happy conclusion of all our public differences. 

The candor, with which M. le compte de Vergennes ex- 
presses his most christian majesty’s sentiments and wishes, 
on the subject of a speedy pacification, is a pleasing omen 
of its accomplishment. His majesty is not less decided in 
the same sentiments and wishes, and it confirms his majes- 
ty’s ministers in their intention to act in like manner, as most 
consonant to the true dignity of a great nation. 

In consequence of these reciprocal advances, Mr. Os- 
wald is sent back to Paris, for the purpose of arranging and 
settling with you the preliminaries of time and place. And 
i have the pleasure to tell you, that Mr. Laurens is already 


226 SECRET CORRESPONDENCE April, 


discharged from those engagements which he entered into 
when he was admitted to bail. It is also determined that 
Mr. Fox, from whose department that communication is 
necessarily to proceed, and shall send a proper person who 
may confer and settle immediately with M. de Vergennes, 
the further measures and proceedings which may be judged 
proper to adopt, towards advancing the prosecution of this 
important business. In the mean time, Mr. Oswald is in- 
structed to communicate to you, my thoughts upon the 
principal objects to be settled. 

Transports are actually preparing for the purpose of con- 
veying your prisoners to America, to be there exchanged ; 
and we trust, that you will learn, that due attention has not 
been wanting to their accommodation and good treatment. 

I have the honor to be, with very sincere respect, 
Dear sir, 
Your faithful and phase’ humble servant, 
SHELBURNE.” 


Having read the letter, I mentioned to Mr. Oswald, the 
part which refers me to him for his lordship’s sentiments. 


He acquainted me that they were very sincerely disposed 


to peace, that the whole ministry concurred in the same 
dispositions ; that a good deal of confidence was placed in 


my character for open, honest dealing; that it was also 


generally believed, I had still remaining some part of my 
arent affection and regard for Old England, and it was 
hoped it might appear on this occasion. He then shewed 
me an extract from the minutes of council, but did not 
leave the paper with me. 
As well as I can remember, it was to this purpose: 
** At a cabinet council, held April 27th, 1782. 
Present,...Lord ROCKINGHAM, 
Lord CHANCELLOR, 
Lord PRESIDENT, 
Lord CAMDEN, &c. (to the number of 
fifteen or twenty, being all ministers and great officers of 
state. ) 
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“It was proposed to present to his majesty, that it would 
be well for Mr. Oswald to return to Doctor Franklin, and 
acquaint him that it is agreed to treat for a general peace, 
and at Paris; and that the principal points in contemplation 
are the allowing of American independence, on condition 
that England be put in the same situation that she was left 
in by the peace of 1763.” 

‘Mr. Oswald also informed me, that he had conversed 
with lord Shelburne on the subject of my paper of notes, 
relating to reconciliation. That he had shewn him the 
paper, and had been ‘prevailed on to leave it with him a 
night, but it was on his lordship’s solemn promise of return- 
ing it, which had been complied with, and he now returned 
it to me; that it seemed to have made an impression; and 
he had reason to believe, that matter’ might be ‘settled 
to our satisfaction towards the end of the treaty; but in 
his own mind he wished it might not be mentioned at the 
beginning. That his lordship indeed said he had not im- 
agined reparation would be expected, and he wondered I 
should not know whether .it was intended to demand it. 
Finally, Mr. Oswald acquainted me, that as the business 
now likely to be brought forward, more particularly apper- 
tained to the department of the other secretary, Mr. Fox, he 
was directed to announce another agent coming from that 
department, who might be expected every day ; (to wit) 
the honorable Mr. Grenville, brother of lord Temple, and 
son of the famous Mr. George: mabe ation for merly chan- 
cellor of the exchequer. 

I immediately wrote the si ae note to M. le compte 


ee Vergennes. 


“ Passy, May 4, 1782. 
SiR, 
I HAVE the honor to ‘acquaint your excellency, that 


_ Mr. Oswald has just returned from London, and is now with 


me: he has delivered me a letter from lord Shelburne, 
which I inclose for your perusal, together with a copy of 
my letter to which it is an answer. He tells me that it has 
been agreed in council to meet at Paris, and to treat of 
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a general peace, and that as it is more particularly in the 
department of Mr. Fox, to regulate the circumstantials: 
a gentleman (Mr. Grenville) to be sent by him for that 
purpose, may be daily expected here ; Mr. Oswald will wait 
on your excellency, whenever you shall think fit to receive 
him. | | 

J am with respect, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN.” 
And the next day received the following answer. 


Versailles, May 5, 1782. 
SiR, 

I HAVE received the letter which you did me the ho- 
nor to write to me the fourth instant, as also those which 
accompanied it. I will see you with your friend with plea- 
sure, at 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
DE VERGENNES. 
Accordingly, on Monday morning, I went with Mr. 
Oswald to Versailles, and we saw the minister. Mr. Os- 


wald acquainted him with the disposition of his court, to 
treat for a general peace, and at Paris; and he announced 


Mr. Grenville, who he said was to set out about the same 


time with him; but as he would probably set out by way 
way of Ostend, might be for a few days longer on the road. 
Some general conversation passed, agreeable enough, but 
not of importance. In my return Mr. Oswald repeated 
‘to me his opinion, that the affair of Canada would be set- 
tled to our satisfaction, and his wish that it might not be 
mentioned till the end of the treaty. He intimated too, 
that 1t was apprehended the greatest obstruction in the 
treaty might come from the part of Spain. But said, if 
she was unreasonable, there was means to bring her to 
reason. That Russia was a friend to England, had lately 
made great discoveries on the back of North America; 
could make establishments there, and might easily trans- 


pS eS = 
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portan army from Kamtskatka to the coast of Mexico, and . 


| 
: 
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conquer all those countries. This appeared to me a little 


_ yisionary at present, but I did not dispute it. On the 


whole, I was able to draw so little from Mr. O. of the sen- 
timents of lord S. who had mentioned him as entrusted 
with the communication of them, that I could not but 
wonder at his being sent again to me, especially as Mr. 
Grenville was so soon to follow. 

On Tuesday I was at court, as usual on that day. M. 
de Vergennes asked me, if Mr. Oswald had not opened 
himself farther to me. I acquainted him with the sight I 
had had of the minute of council, and of the loose expres- 
sions contained in it of what was in contemplation. He 
seemed to think it odd, that he had brought nothing more 
explicit. I supposed Mr. Grenville might be better fur- 
nished. 

The next morning I wrote the following letter to Mr. 
Adams. | 


“ Passy, May 8, 1782. 
SIR, 


MR. OSWALD, whom I mentioned in a former letter, 
which I find you have received, is returned and brought 
me another letter from lord Shelburne, of which the above 
isacopy. Itsays, Mr. Oswald is mstructed to communi- 
cate to me his lordship’s thoughts. He is however very 
sparing of such communication. All I have got from him 
is, that the ministry have in contemplation the allowing 
independence to America, on condition of Britain be- 
ing put again into. the state she was left in by the peace 
of 1763; which I suppose, means to be put again in pos- 
session of the islands France has taken from her.”? This 
seems to me a proposition of selling to us a thing that is 
already our own, and making France pay the price they 
are pleased to ask for it. Mr. Grenville, who is sent by 
Mr. Fox, is expected here daily. Mr. Oswald tells me 
that Mr. Laurens will soon be here also. 

Yours of the second instant, is just come to hand; I 
shall write to you on this affair hereafter, by the court cou- 
riers, for Tam certain your letters to me, are opened at 
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the post office either here or in Holland, and I suppose, 
mine to you are treated in the same manner. I inclose the 
the cover of your last, that you may see the seal. 
With Brest respect, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


I had but just sent away this letter, when Mr. Oswald 
came in, bringing with him Mr. Grenville, who was just 
arrived. He gave me the following letter from Mr. secre- 
tary Fox. 

“* St. Fames, Jay 1, 1782. 
SIR, 

THOUGH Mr. Oswald will no doubt have informed 
you of the nature of Mr. Grenville’s commission, yet I can- 
not refrain from making use of the opportunity of his going 
offers me, to assure you of the esteem and respect which I 
have borne to your character, and to beg you to believe 
that no change in my situation, has made any in those ar- 
dent wishes for reconciliation—which I have invariably 
felt from the very beginning of this unhappy contest. Mr. 
Grenville is fully acquainted with my sentiments upon this 
subject, and with the sanguine hopes which I have conceiv- 


ed, that those with whom we are contending, are too rea- 


sonable to continue a contest, which has no longer any object 
either real or even imaginary. 

I know your liberality of mind too well, to be aitnat lest 
any prejudices against Mr. Grenville’s mame, may prevent 
you from esteeming those excellent qualities of heart and 
head which belong to him, or from giving the fullest credit 
to the sincerity of his wishes for peace, in which no man 
in either country goes beyond him. 

I am with great truth and regard, &e. 
rv C. J. FOX. 


I peal the gentlemen had been at Versailles, as I 
supposed Mr. G. would first have waited on M. de Ver- 
gennes before he called on me; but finding 1n conversation 


-that he had not, and that he expected me to introduce him. 
I immediately wrote to that minister, acquainting him that — 
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Mr. G. was arrived, and:desired to know when his éexcel- 

lency would think fit to receive him, and I sent an expreés 

with my letter. I then entered into conversation with him 

on the subject of his mission, Mr. Fox having refered me 

to him as being fully acquainted with his sentiments. He 

said, that peace was really wished for by every body, if it 

could be obtained on reasonable terms; and as the idea of 
subjugating America was given up, and both France and 

America had thereby obtained what. they had in view ori- 

ginally, it was hoped that there now remained no obstacle 

to a pacification: that England was: willing to treat of a 

general peace, with all the powers at war against her, and. 

that the treaty should be at Paris: I did not press him 

much for further particulars, supposing they were reserved 

for an interview with M. de Vergennes. The gentlemen — 
did me the honor of staying to dinner with me, 'on the sup- 
position which I urged, that my express might be back be- 
fore we parted. This gave me an opportunity of a good 
deal of general conversation with Mr. Grenville, who ap- 
peared to me a sensible, judicious, : intelligent; good tem- 
pered, and well instructed young man, answering well the 
character Mr. Fox had given me of him; they left me 
however about six o’clock, and my messenger did not re- 
turn till nine. He brought me the answer of M. le compte 
de Vergennes, that he was glad to hear of M. Grenville’s 
arrival, and would ‘be ready to receive us to-morrow at 
half past ten or eleven o’clock. I immediately enclosed 
his note in one to Mr. Grenville, requesting him to be 
with me at Passy by eight, that we might have time to 
breakfast before we set out. I have preserved no copy of 
these three last mentioned notes, or I should have inserted 
them, as I think, that though.they seem of almost too 
trifling a nature, they serve usefully somctimes to settle 
dates, authenticate facts, and shew something of the turn 
and manner of thinking of the writers on particular occa: 

sions. The answer I as was as follows. 
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“Mr. Grenville presents his complements to Mr. Frank~ 
lin, and will certainly do himself the honor of waiting upon 
Mr. Franklin to-morrow morning at eight o’clock. 

, ‘6 Rie de Richelieu, Wednesday night.” - 


We set out accordingly the next morning in my coach ~ 


from Passy, and arrived punctually at M. de Vergennes’s, 
who received Mr. Grenville in the most cordial manner, 


on account of the acquaintance and friendship that had 


formerly subsisted between his uncle and M. de Vergennes, 
when they were ambassadors together at Constantinople. 
After some little agreeable conversation, Mr. Grenville 
presented his letters from Mr. secretary Fox, and I think 
from the duke of Richmond. When these were read, 
the subject of peace was-entered on. What my memory 
retains of the discourse, amounts to little more than this, 
that after mutual declarations of the good dispositions of 
the two courts. Mr. Grenville having intimated that in 
case England gave America independence, France it was 
expected, would restore the conquests she had made of 
British islands, receiving back those of Miquelon and St. 
Pierre. And the original object of the war being obtain- 
ed ; it was supposed that France would be contented with 
that. The minister seemed to smile at the proposed ex- 
change, and remarked, on the offer of giving indepen 
dence to America. ‘ America,’ says he, ‘ does not ask it of 
you; there is Mr. Franklin he will answer you as to that 
point.” To be sure, I said we do not consider ourselves 
as under any necessity of bargaining for a thing that is our 
own, which we have bought at the expense of so much 
blood and treasure, and which we are im possession of. ¢ As 
to our being satisfied with the original object of the war,’ 
continued he, ‘look back to: the. conduct of your nation in 


former wars: in the last war for example, what was the ob- — 
ject? It was the disputed right to some waste lands on the | | 
Ohio, and the frontiers of Nova Scotia; did you content 
yourselves with the recovery of those lands? No; you re~ |) 


; 


tained at the peace all Canada, all Louisiana, all Florida, ‘ 
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Grenada, and other West India islands, the greater part 
of the northern fisheries, with all your conquests in Africa 
and the East Indies.’- Something being mentioned of its 
not being reasonable that a nation, after making an unpro- 
voked and unsuccessful war upon its neighbours, should 
expect to sit down whole, and have every thing restored 
which she lost in such a war.. I think Mr. Grenville re- 
marked, that the war had been provoked by the encourage- 
ment given by France to the Americans to revolt. On which 
M. de Vergennes grew a little warm, and declared firmly, 
that the breach was made, and our independence declared, 
long before we received the least encouragment from France; 
and he defied the world to give the smallest proof to the 
contrary. ‘ There sits’ says he, ‘ Mr. Franklin, who knows 
the fact, and can contradict me if I do not speak the truth.’ 
_ He repeated to Mr. Grenville what he had before said to 
Mr. Oswald, respecting the king’s intentions of treating 
fairly, and keeping faithfully the conventions he should 
enter into, of which disposition, he should give at the 
treaty convincing proofs, by the fidelity and exactitude 
with which he should observe his engagements with his 
present allies: and added, that the points which the king 
had chiefly in view, were justice and dignity. These he | 
could not-.depart from. He acquainted Mr. Grenville, that 
he should immediately write to Spain and Holland, to 
communicate to those courts what had passed, and request 
their answers, that in the meantime, he hoped Mr. Grenville 
would find means to amuse himself agreeably, to which 
he should be glad to contribute ; that he would communi- 
cate what hadj passed to the king ; sh he invited him to 
come again the next day. 

On our return Mr. G. expressed himself, as not. quite 
satisfied with some part of M. de Vergennes discourse, and 
was thoughtful. He told me that he had brought two state 
messengers with him, and perhaps after he had had another 
_ interview with the minister, he might dispatch one of, them 

to London. I then requested leave to answer by that op- 
portunity, the Jetters I had received from lord Shelburne 
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and Mr. Fox, and he kindly promised to acquaint me in 
time, of the messenger’s departure.. He did not ask me to 
go with him the next day to Versailles, and I did not of- 
fer it. 3 

The coming and going of these gentlemen was observed, 
and made much talk at Paris; and the marquis de la 
Fayette haying learnt something of their business from the 
ministers discourse with me about it; agreeable to the 
resolutions of congress, directing me to confer with him, 
and take his assistance in our affairs, I communicated to 
him what had passed. He told me, that during the treaty 
at Paris, for the last peace, the duke de Nivernois had 
been sent to reside in Londen, that this court might, through 
him, state what was from time to time transacted in the 
light they thought best, to prevent misrepresentations and 
misunderstandings ; that such an employ would be extremely 
agreeable to him on many accounts ; that as he was now. an 
American citizen, and spoke both languages, and was well 
acquainted. with our interests, he believed he might be use- 
fulin it; and that as peace was likely from appearances to 


take place, his return to America was not perhaps so im-- 


mediately necessary. I liked the idea, and encouraged his 
proposing it to the ministry. He then wished I would 
make him, acquainted with Messrs. Oswald and Grenville, 
and for that end, proposed meeting them for breakfast with 
me, which I undertook to contrive if I could, and’endeavor 
to engage them for Saturday. 

Friday morning, the 10th of May, I went to Paris and 
visited Mr. Oswald: I found him in the same friendly dis- 
position, and very desirous of doing good, and seeing an 


end put to this ruinous war. But I got no further light as — 


to the sentiments of lord S. respecting the terms. I told 
him the marquis de la Fayette would breakfast with me to- 
morrow, and as he, Mr. Oswald, might have some curi- 
osity to see a person who had in ee war rendered himself 
remarkable, I proposed his doing me the same honor. 


He agreed to it cheerfully. I came home intending to 


write to Mr. Grenville, whom I supposed might stay and 
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dine at Versailles, and therefore did not call on him. But 
he was returned, and I found the following note from him: 


“¢ Paris, May 10. 

«© Mr. Grenyille presents his compliments to Mr. Fran- 
klin; he proposes sending ‘a courier to England at ten 
o’clock to-night, and will give him in charge, any letters 
Mr. Franklin may wish to send by him.” 


I sat down immediately, and wrote the two short letters 
following, to the se¢retaries of state, viz. 
To Mr. Fox. 
‘“* Passy, May 10, 1782. 
SIR, | 7 

I RECEIVED the letter vou did me the honor of writ- 

_ ing to me by Mr. Grenville, whom I find to be a very 
sensible, judicious, and amiable gentleman; the name I as- 
sure you, does not with me lessen the regard that his excel- 
lent qualities inspire. . I introduced him as soon as possible 
to M. de Vergennes, he will himself give you an account 
of his reception. I hope his coming may forward the bless- 
ed work of pacification, in which for the sake of humanity, 
no time should be lost, no reasonable cause as you observe 
existing at present for the continuance of this abominable 
war. Be assured of my endeavors to put an end to it. I 
am much flattered by the good opinion of a person whom 
I have long highly esteemed, and I hope it will not be 
lessened by my conduct in the affair that has given rise to 
‘our correspondence. 


With great respect, 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN.” 


To Lord Shelburne. 
*“* Passy, May 10, 1782. 
My Lorp, 
I HAVE received the honor of your lordship’s letter, 
dated the 28th past, by Mr. Oswald, informing me that he 
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is sent back to settle with me the preliminaries of time and 
place. Paris, as the place, seemed to me yesterday to be — 
agreed between Mr. Grenville and M. de Vergennes, 
and it is perfectly agreeable to me.. The time cannot well 
be settled till this court has received answers from Madrid 
and the Hague, and until my colleagues are arrived; I 
expect daily Messrs. Jay and Laurens. Mr. Adams doubts 
whether he can be here, but that will not hinder our pro- 
ceeding: 

It gave me great pleasure, to hear that Mr. Laurens is 
discharged entirely from the obligation he had entered into. 
fam much obliged, by the readiness with which your lord- 
ship has confered that favor. Please to accept my thankful 
acknowlegements. I am happy too in understanding from 
your letter, that transports are actually preparing to convey 
our prisoners to America, and that attention will be paid to 
their accommodation and good treatment. Those people 
on their return, will be dispersed through every part of 
America, and the accounts they will have to give of any 
marks ef kindness received by them under the present mini- 
stry, will lessen much the resentment of their friends — 
against the nation, for the hardships they suffered under the 
past. 

Mr. Oswaid rests here a while by my advice, as I think 
his presence likely to be useful. | 


With great, and sincere respect, - 
I have the honor to be, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN.” 


And I sent them to Mr. Grenville, with the following 4 
note: 

** Mr. Franklin presents his compliments to Mr. Grenville, 
with thanks for the information of his courier’s departure, — 
and his kind offer of forwarding Mr. F’s letters, who ae- — 
cepts the favor and encloses two. — ! 

‘The marquis de la Fayette and Mr. Oswald, will do Mr. 
Franklin the honor of breakfasting with him to-morrow, 
between nine and ten o’clock. Mr. F. will be happy to have 
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the cgmpany also of Mr. Grenville, if agreeable to him, 
He should have waited on Mr. G: to-day at Paris, but he 
imagined Mr. Grenville was at Versailles. 


Passy, Friday evening, May 10.” 


To which, Mr. G. sent me this answer: 

*¢ Mr. Grenville presents his compliments to Mr. Frank- 
lin, and will, with great pleasure, do himself the honor 
of breakfasting with Mr. Franklin, to-morrow between nine 
and ten o’clock. 3 | 

“« Mr. Grenville was at Versailles to-day, and should have 
been sorry that Mr. Franklin should have given himself the 
trouble of calling at Paris this morning. The courier shal! 
certainly take particular care of Mr. Franklin’s letters. 


Paris, Friday May 10.” 


The gentlemen all met accordingly; had a good deal of 
conversation at, and after breakfast; staid till after one 
o’clock, and parted much pleased with each other. The 
Monday following I called to visit Mr. G. I found with him 
Mr. Oswald, who told me he was just about returning to 
London. I was a little surprised at the suddenness of the 
resolution he had taken, it being, .as he said, -to set out the 
next morning early. I conceived the gentlemen were en- 
gaged in business ; so I withdrew, and went to write a few 
letters, among which was the following to lord Shelburne ; 
being really concerned at the thought of losing so good a 
man as Mr. Oswald. 

Passy, May 13, 1782. 
My Lorp, 

I DID myself the honor of writing to your lordship a 
afew days since, by Mr. Grenville’s courier, acknowleging 
the receipt of yours of the 28th past, by Mr. Oswald. I 
then hoped that gentleman would have remained here some 
time; but his affairs, it seems, recall him sooner than he 
imagined. I hope he will return again, as I esteem him 
more, the more I am acquainted with him; and believe 
_ his moderation, prudent counsels, and sound judgment, 
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may contribute much, not only to the speedy conclusion of 
a peace, but to the framing such a peace as may be firm and 
long lasting. 

With great respect, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


I went in the evening to Mr. Oswald’s lodging with my 
letters: when he informed me his intention was to return 
‘immediately hither from England, and, to make the more 
dispatch in going and returning, he should leave his carriage 


\ 


at Calais, as the embarking and debarking of carriages in 
the packet boats often occasioned a tide’s delay. I did not 


inguire the reason of this movement. We had but little 


conversation, for Mr. Grenville coming in, I soon after 


wished him a good journey, and retired, that I might not | 


interrupt their consultations. 

Since his departure, Mr. Grenville has made me a 
visit ; and, entering into conversation with me, exactly of the 
same tenor with the letters I formerly received from Mr. 
Hartley ; stating suppositions that France might insist on 


points totally different from what had been the object of © 


our alliance ; and that, in such case, he should imagine we 
were not at all bound to continue the war to obtain such 
points for her, &c. I thought I could not give hima better 


answer to this kind of discourse, than what I had given in — 


two letters to Mr. Hartley ; and, therefore, calling for those 
letters, I read them to him. He smiled and would have 
turned the conversation: but I gave a little more of my 
sentiments on the general subject of benefit, obligation, and 


gratitude. I said, I thought people had often imperfect 


notions of their duty on those points, and that.a state of 


obligation, was, to many, so uneasy a state, that they be~ 
came ingenious in finding out reasons and arguments to — 
prove they had been laid under no obligation at all, or that © 


they had discharged it, and they too easily satisfied them~ 


a 


selves with such arguments. To explain, clearly, my — 


ideas on this subject, I stated acase: A. a stranger to B. 
sees him about to be imprisoned for a debt by a merciless 
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creditor: he lends him the sum necessary to preserve his 


liberty. B. then becomes the debtor of A.; and, after 


some time repays the money. Has he then discharged the 
obligation? No; he has discharged the money debt, but 
the obligation remains, and he is a debtor for the kindness 
of A. in lending the sum so seasonably. If B. should, af- 
terwards find A. in the same circumstances, that he, B. 
had been in when A. lent him the money, he may then dis- 
charge this obligation, or debt of kindness in part, by lend- 
ing him an equal sum. Jn part, I said; and not wholly, 
because when A. lent B. the money, there had been no 
prior benefit received to induce him to it: and, therefore, 
if A. should, a second time, need the same, assistance, I 
thought B. if in his power, was in duty bound to afford it 
tohim. Mr. Grenville conceived that it was carrying gra- 
titude very far, to apply this doctrine to our situation in 
respect to France, who was really the party served and 
ebliged by our separation from England, as it lessened the 
power of her rival, and relatively encreased her own. I 
told him I was so strongly impressed with the kind assis- 
tance afforded us by France in our distress, and the gene- 


rous and neble manner in which it was granted without 


exacting or stipulating for a single privilege, or particular 
advantage to herself in our commerce or otherwise, that 
I could never suffer myself to think of such reasonings for 
lessening the obligation, and, I hoped, and, indeed, did 
not doubt, but my countrymen were all of the same senti- 
ments. Thus he gained nothing of the point he came to 


push; we parted, however, in good humor. 


His conversation is always polite, and his manner pleas- 


ing. 
As he éxpresséd a strong desire to discourse with me, 


on the means of a reconciliation with America ; I promised 


to consider the subject, and appointed Saturday the 1st 


June, for our conversation, when he proposed to call on 


me. ‘The same day I received another letter from my old 

friend Mr. Hartley. Our former correspondence on the 

subject of peace since the beginning of this year, I have 
Hh 


~ 
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kept by itself, as it preceded this, was in the time of the 
old ministry, and consisted wholly of letters, unmixed 
with personal conversation. This being the first letter from 
him under the new ministry, and, as it may be followed 
by others,-which may relate to the negociation, I insert 
it heré, with my answer, and shall continue to insert the 
future letters I may receive from him, relative to the same 
- Subject. : 
/ Londén, May 3, 1782. 
My prar Frienp, | 

E WRITE to you only one line, just to infowtn you that 
a general order is issued, by our government, for the re- 
lease of all the American prisoners every where. I have 
had this from lord Shelburne, who informed me that the 
order was not partial or conditional, but general and abso- 
lute. I heartily congratulate you upon this first step to- 
wards sweet reconciliation. I hope other things will follow. 
[ have had along conversation with lord Shelburne, relating 
to America, in which he expressed himself in most favor- 
able terms. I shall have the honor of seeing and conversing: — 
with him again. But at present, as you know, certain mat-_ 
ters are depending from your ‘side of the water.. Mr. 
Laurens is entirely at liberty. I see him very frequently, 
and when you see him he will tell you many things from me, 
which have occurred to me in the course of any poor endea- 
vors to promote the cause of peace. Da pacem Domini in 
diebus nostris. 3 

Your affectionate, &c. 


D. He 


Answer of Dr. Franklin to the fireceding. 
Passy, May 13, 1782. 
My DEAR FRrenp, | 
I HAVE just received your favor of the 3d instant. I 
thank you much for the good news you give me that “ an 
order is issued by your government for the release of all! 
the American prisoners every where, an order not partial. 
or conditional, but general and absolute.” I rejoice with 
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you in this step, not only on account of the unhappy cap- 
tives, who by it will be set at liberty and restored to their 
friends and families, but as I think it will tend greatly 
towards a reconciliation, on which alone the hope of a du- 
rable peace can ‘be founded. I am much indebted to your 
good brother, for a very kind and obliging letter, which was 
mislaid when it should have been answered. I beg you will 
present to him my thankful acknowlegements and my ‘very 
sincere respects. I join with you most heartily in the 
prayer that ends your letter. Da pacem Domini in diebus 
20S8tris. 
I am ever, my friend, 
Your most affectionate, 


B. FRANKLIN.” 


Our business standing still at present till the return of 
Mr. Oswald, gives me a void that I may fill up with two 
or three circumstances, not at present connected with this 
intended treaty, but which serve to shew something of the 
disposition of courts who have, or may have a concern in it. 

Mr. Jay had written to me, from time to time, of the 
unaccountable delays he had met with since his residence 
at the court of Spain, and that he was now no nearer in the 
business he had been charged with, than when he first ar- 
rived. Upon the first coming of Mr. Oswald, and the ap- 
parent prospect of a treaty, I wrote to press his coming 
hither ; and being a little out of humor with that court, I 
said, ‘¢ they have taken four years to consider whether they 
would treat with us; give them forty, and let us mind our 
own business ;” and I sent the letter under cover to a per- 
son at Madrid, who, I hoped, would open and read it. It 
seems to me that we have, in most instances, hurt our 
credit and importance, by sending all over Europe begging 
alliances, and soliciting declarations of our independence. 
The nations, perhaps from thence, seem to think, that our 
independence is something they have to sell, and that we 
don’t offer enough for it. Mr. Adams has succeeded in 
Holland, owing to their war with England, and a good deal 
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to the late votes in the commons towards a reconciliation ; 
but the ministers of other powers refused, as I hear, to 
return his visits ; because our independence was not yet 
acknowleged by their courts. I had heard here, by good 
luck, that the same resolution was taken by several of them, 
not to return the visits I should make them (as they sup- 
posed) when I was first received here as minister plenipo- 
tentiary, and I disappointed their project by visiting none of 
them. In my private opinion, the first civility is due from 
the old resident, to the stranger and new-comer. My 
opinion indeed is good for nothing against custom, which 
I should have obeyed, but for the circumstances that ren- 
dered it more prudent to avoid disputes and affronts, though | 
at the hazard of being thought rude or singular. While I 
am writing, something ridiculous enough on this head has 
happened tome. The count du Nord, who ts son to the 
empress of Russia, arriving at Paris, ordered, it seems, 
cards of visit to be sent to all the foreign ministers. One of 
them, on which was written, le compte du Nord et le prince 
Bariatinski, was brought to me. It was on Monday morn. 
ing last, being at court the next day, I enquired of an old 
minister, my friend, what was the prays and whether the 
count received visits. The answer was, ‘“‘ Non; en se fait | 
ecrire: voila tout.” This is done by passing the door, 
and ordering your name ta be writ on the porter’s book. 
Accordingly, on Wednesday, I passed the house of prince 
Bariatinski, embassador of Russia, where the count lodged, 
and left my name on the list of each. I thought no more 
of the matter ; but this day, May 24th, comes the servant, 
who brought the card, in great affliction, saying, he was_ 
likely to be ruined by his mistake in bringing the card here, 
and wishing to obtain from me some paper, of I know not - 
what kind, for I did not see him. In the afternoon came 
my friend, M. le Roy, who is also a friend of the prince’s, 
telling me how much he, the prince, was concerned at the 
accident: that hoth himself and the count had great per= 
sonal regard for me and my character; but that our inde- 
pendenc e not being yet acknowleged by the court of Russia, 
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it was impossible for him to permit himself to make mea 
visit as minister. I told M. le Roy it was not my custom 
to seek such honors, though I was very sensible of them 
when confered upon me; that I should not have voluntarily 
intruded a visit; and that in this case I had only done what 
I was informed the etiquette required of me ; butif it would 
be attended with any inconvenience to prince Bariatinski, 
whom I much esteemed and respected, I thought the re- 
medy was easy, he had only to erase my name out of his 
book of visits received, and I would burn their card. 
All the northern princes are not ashamed of a little ci- 
vility committed towards:an American. The king of Den- 
mark, travelling in England under an assumed name, sent 
me a card, expressing in strong terms his esteem for me, 
and inviting me to dine with him at St. James’s. + And the 
embassador from the king of Sweden, lately asked me, 
whether I had power to make a treaty of commerce with 
their kingdom; for he said, his. master was desirous of 
such a treaty with the United States; and had directed him 
~to ask me the question; and had charged him to tell me, 
that it would flatter him greatly to make it with a person 
whose character he so much esteemed, &c. Such comple- 
ments might make me alittle proud, if we Americans were 
not naturally as much so already, as the porter, who being 
told, that he had with his burthen jostled the great Czar 
Peter (then in London, walking the street) ; poh! says he, 
we are all Czars here. | 
I did not write by Mr. Oswald to Mr. Laurens ; because, 

from some expressions in his letter to me, I expected him 
here; and I desired Mr. Oswald, if he found him still in 
London, or met him on the road, to give him that reason. 

Yam disappointed in my expectation ; for I have now re- 
ceived (May 25th) the following letter from him: 


Ostend, May 17, 1782. 
SIR, 
I HAD the honor of addressing you under the 30th 
ultimo by post, a duplicate of which, will accompany this, 
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in order to guard against the effect of a miscarriage, in 
the first instance, and I beg leave to refer to the contents. 
On the 10th current, and no sooner, your very obliging 
favor of 20th preceding, reached me in London, being then 
‘on the point of leaving that place ; I deferred a reply until 
my arrival on this side, this happened yesterday too late 
to catch the post of the day, except by a single letter put 
into my hands; I believe by Doctor Price, which I sent 
forward. Isincerely and heartily thank you sir, for the 
cordial contents of your last letter, but from the most ma- 
ture reflection, and taking into consideration my present 
very infirm state of health, I have resolved to decline ac- 
cepting the honor intended by congress, in the commission 
for treating with great Britain; and I find the less difficulty 
in coming to this determination, from a persuasion in my 
own mind, that my assistance is not essential, and that it 
was not the view or expectation of our constituents, that 
every one named in the commission should act. I propose 
to repair to or near Mr. Adams, and enquire of him, 
whether I may yet be serviceable under the commission, to 
which I had been first appointed, that for borrowing money 
for the use of the United States ; if he speaks in the affirm. « 
ative, I shall, though much against my own grain, as is well 
known at our little court, proceed in the mission. with 
diligence and fidelity, otherwise I shall take a convenient 
opportunity of returning to give an account there, of havy- 
ing m the course of two years and upwards, done nothing 
excepting only the making a great number of rebels in the 
enemy’s country, and reconciling thousands to the doctrine- 
of absolute and unlimited independence. A doctrine which 
I asserted and maintained with as much freedom in the 
‘Tower of London, as ever I had in the State House at Phi- 
tadelphia; and having contentedly submitted to the loss of 
my estate, and being ready to lay down my life in support, 
of it, I had the satisfaction of perceiving the coming in 
of converts every day. I must not however conclude this 
head without assuring you, that should you think proper to. 
ask questions respecting American commerce, or the inte- 
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rests of any particular state, I will answer with candor, and 
the best judgment I am possessed of; but of that judgment 
I sincerely protest I have the utmost diffidence. God pros- 
per your proceedings in the great work: you shall be called 
blessed by all the grateful of the present generation, and 
your name will be celebrated by posterity. I feel myself 
happy in reflecting, that in the great outlines for a treaty our 
opinions exactly coincide, that we shall not want the coun- 
‘tenance and assistance of our great and good ally, and that 
you have so honest a man as Mr. Oswald to deal with for 
preliminaries: I know him to be superior to all chicanery, 
-and am sure he will not defile his mind by attempting any 
dirty thing. ; 

I entreat you, sir, to present my humble respects to M. 
de Vergennes, and thank his excellency for his polite ex- 
pressions respecting me; and be so good as to say all that 
shall appear necessary in excuse for my non-appearance at 
his court. 

Lord Cornwallis called on me the day I left London, 
and was, you may suppose, very anxious to know when he 
might probably hear from me on the subject of his release ; 
let me therefore request your opinion, in answer to what I 
had the honor of writing in my last concerning that affair. 
I wish it may prove satisfactory to his lordship, by enabling 
me, with your consent and concurrence, to cancel a debt 
which does not sit easy upon me, and which cannot, with 
honor to our country remain unpaid. I think we shall not, 
tis impossible we should incur displeasure by doing an act 
of common justice, and our authority may be fully im- 
plied. 


His lordship declares, that he has no intention of return- 
ing to America, but desires to be reinstated in his legisla- 
tive and military character in his own country, and Iam 
ef opinion, that in the former station, he will rather be 
friendly to us than otherwise; for.my own part, if the war 
continues, I should not be uneasy if his lordship were to 
go to the Chesapeake again. 
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I haye a thousand comptamertn and good wishes to pre- 
sent you, in your friends in England, where males and 
females, I am sure you haye at least so many, your own 
remembrance may lead you to individuals of your old ac- 
quaintance. To-morrow I intend to proceed for Brussels, — 
and thence probably to Hague and Amsterdam. My move- 
ments must unavoidably:be as slow as water carriage. My 
weak tender limbs cannot bear continual thumping on the 
pavement in the reugh machines of this country; and the 
feebleness of my pocket will not admit the indulgence of a 
more convenient vehicle. 3 

I beg sir, you will write to me at the house of Mr. Ed- 
ward Jennings, or under the protection of any other friend 
in that city, that will be at the trouble of finding out a 
voyageur who is......at all times in all places........ 


With the highest esteem and respect, sir, &c. 
HENRY LAURENS. 


"To the above, I wrote the following answer : 

Passy, May 25, 1782. 
SIR, 

I AM now honored with yours of the 17th; I had be- 
fore read one of the 17th, which remained unanswered, 
because from the words in it, when I reach the continent, 
which will.probably happen in a few days,” I flattered my-- 
self with the pleasure of sceing you here. That hope is 
disappointed by your last, in which you tell me, you are 
determined not to act in the commission for treating of 
peace ‘with Britain. I regret your taking this resolution, 
principally, because I am persuaded your assistance must 
have been of great service to our country. But I have be- 
sides some private or particular reasons that relate to.my~ 
self, to encourage me) in the arduous task, you kindly tell 
me I shall be called blessed, &c. I have never yet known 
of a peace made, that did not occasion a great deal of po- 
pular discontent, clamor, and outcry on both sides. - This 
is perhaps owing to the usual management of the ministers, 
and leaders of the contending nations, who, to keep up the 
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"spirits of their people for continuing the war, generally re- 
present the state of their own affairs in a better light, and 
that. of the enemy in a worse than is consistent with the 
truth ; hence the populace on each side, expect better terms 
than really can be obtained, and are apt to ascribe their 
disappointment to treachery; Thus the peace of Utrecht; 
and that of Aix la Chapelle, were said in England to have 
been influenced by French gold, and in France by English . 
®@uineas. Even the last peace, the mdst advantageous and 
glorious for England’ that ever she made, was, you may 
remember, violently decried, and the makers as violently 
abused. So that the blessings promised to peace-makers, 
[ fancy, relates to the next world, for in this; they seem to 
have a greater chance of being cursed; and as another that 
in the multitude of counsellors there is safety, which, I 
_ think, may mean safety to the counsellors, as well as to the 
counselled ; because if they commit a fault in counselling, 
the blame does not fall on one or a few, but is divided among 
many, and the share of each is so much the lighter, or 
perhaps because when'a number of honest men are-con- 
cerned, the suspicion of their being biassed is weaker, as 
being more inviolable; or because défendit numerus ; for 
all these reasons, but especially for the support; your 
established character of integrity would afford me, against 
the attacks of my enemies, if this treaty takes place, and 
{am to actin it, I wish for your presence, and for the 
presence of as many of the commissioners as possible ; and 
[hope you will reconsider and change your resolution. In * 
the mean time, as you have had opportunities of conversing 
with the new ministers, and other leading people in England, 
and of learning their sentiments relating to the terms of 
peace, &c. I request you would inform me by letters, of 
what you think important. Letters from you will come 
safer by the court courier than by the post; and I desire 
you would, if you should continue determined not to act, 
communicate to me your ideas of the terms. to be insisted. 
on, and the points to be attended to respecting commerce, | 
fisheries, boundaries, and every other material circumstance, 
ro 
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to all or any of the United States. Lord Shelburne hav- 
ing written to me on the subject of the wished for peace, I 
acquainted him in my answer sent by our friend Mr. Os- 
wald, that you were one of the commissicners appointed 
by congress to treat with Britain, and that I imagined his 
lordship would therefore think proper to discharge you en- 
tirely from the obligations you entered into, when you 
were admitted to bail, that you might be at liberty to act 
freely in the commission. He wrote to me in reply, that 
you were accordingly discharged immediately. His lord- 
ship mentioned nothing of any exchange being expected for 
you: nevertheless, I honor your sensibility on the point, 
and your concern for the credit of America, that she should 
not be outdone in generosity by Britain, and will cheerfully 
join with you in any act that you may think proper, to dis- 
chatge in return the parole of lord Cornwallis, as far as in 
our power may lie; but as we have no express authority 
for that purpose, and the congress may possibly in the mean 
time have made some other arrangement relative to his ex- 
change, I conceive that our act should contain a clause, 
reserving to congress the final approbation or disallowance 
of the proceedmg. And I have some doubts whether lord 
_ Cornwallis will think himself well freed from his engage- 
ment, and at liberty to exercise his. military employments, 
by virtue of any concession in his favor, made by persons 
who are not vested ‘with authority for that purpose. So that 
on the whole, perhaps the best and surest way will be our 
writing immediately to congress, and strongly recommend- 
ing the measure. However, I will do what you shall think 
best. i : 

I heartily wish you success in any endeavors you may 
use in Holland for raising a loan of money. - We have. 
pressed rather too hard on this court, and we shall want 
more than they can tonveniently spare us; but I am sorry 
that too scrupulous a regard to our wants .and difficulties 
should induce you, under the present infirmity of your 
lower limbs, to deny yourself the necessary comfort of am 
easy carriage, rather than make use of the public assis- 
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tance, when the public must be much in your debt. I beg’ 
you would get over that difficulty, and take of me what 
you may have occasion for. } 

The letter forwarded to me, was Sind America’s con- 
stant friend, the good bishop of St. Asaph. He speaks of 
you, in terms of the highest esteem and respect. 

Mr. Oswald is gone back again to London, but intended | 
to returncimmediately. Mr. Grenville remains here, and” 
has received powers to treat; but no farther steps can be’ 
taken, till Spain and Holland have empowered ministers for ' 
the same purpose. I shall inform you and Mr. Adams (if 
he does not come) of the proceedings from time to time,’ 
and request your counsels in ‘case of any difficulty. I hope 
you will not think of hazarding a return to America before 
apeace, if we find any hope of its being soon obtained. and: 
that if you do not find you-can be useful in the manner you 
wish in Holland, you will make me happy by your company 
and counsels here 


With great and sincere esteem, &c. ~ 


B. FRANKLIN? i 


May 26, I Posies the pho yiang letters, &c. from Mr. 

Hartley. 
. London, May 1, 1782. 
My pear FRrRienp, ‘ ih 

I HAVE received a packet from you, containing several 
letters of various dates. As I shall probably have a safe 
conveyance to you when Mr. Laurens leaves this country ; 
Iam now sitting down to write to you an omnium kind of 
a letter of various matters as they occur. ‘The late minis~ 
try being defeated, I may now speak’ of things past more 
freely. I will take a sentence in one of your letters as my 
text ; vide yours of April 13th, 1782, in which you say, 
“ you was of opinion, that the late ministry desired sincerely 
a reconciliation with America, and with that view a sepa- 
rate peace with us was proposed.” “I must qualify this sen- 
‘tence much before I can adopt it as my opinion. As to 
reconciliation, I never gave them much credit for that wish: 
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sit be a sweet expression, it certainly means more than 
peace,” The utmost that I ever gave the late ministry 
credit for, was a wish for peace; and I still believe* that 

the wisest amongst them, grew from day to day more dis- 
posed to peace, (or an abatement of the late war) in pro- 
portion, as they became more alarmed for their awn situa- 
tions and their responsibility. Had the war been more 
successful, I should not have expected much relating to- 
wards peace or reconciliation ; that this has been always the 
measure of my opinion of them, I refer you to some words 
in a letter from me to you, dated January 5th, 1780, for 
proof: ‘ But for the point of sincerity; why as to that, I 
have not much to say. I have at last expected some hold 
upon their prudence, My argument runs thus: Itis a bar. 
gain for your ministers to be sincere mow. Common pru- 
dence may hint to you to look to yourselves ; it has amazed 
me beyond measure, that this principle of common, selfish 
prudence, has not had the effect which I expected.” I have 
not been disposed to be deceived by any conciliatory pro- 
fessions, which I considered only as arising from prudence, 
and I hope that I have not led you into any deception, havy- 
ing so fully explained myself to you on thathead. Had the 
American war been more propitious on the part of the late 
ministry, I do not believe the late resignation would have 
taken place; but it is evident from the proposition to the © 
court of France, which you have communicated to me 
{and which I have communicated to the present minis- 
try, with your letter) that even to the last hour, some of 
the late ministry were still set upon the American war to 
the last extremity, and probably another more prudent part 

of the ministry would proceed no farther ; which if it be 
so, may reasonably be expected as the cause of the disso- 
lution of the late ministry. These are the arguments which 
¥ have already driven and insisted upon with the greatest 
expectation of success, viz: prudential arguments, from 
the total Abanac peceiillle of the war, responsibility, &e. 
{have been astonished beyond measure, that the arguments 
have not had their effect sooner. If I could give you an 
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idea of many conferences which ! have had upon the sub- 
ject, I should tell you that many times Felix has trembled. 
When reduced to the terror of responsibility, either to re- 
nounce the American war or to relinquish their places: 
they have chosen the latter, which is a most wretched and 
contemptible retribution, either to their country or to man- 
kind for the desolation in which they have involved every 
nation that they have ever been connected with. Peace 
they would not leave behind them, their legacy to their 
country and to mankind has ‘been, “let darkness be the 
burier of the dead!” 

As to the proposal of a separate peace arising from a de- 
sire of reconciliation, it certainly was so on the part of the 
people of England; but on the part of the late ministry, \it 
probably arose from the hopes of suggesting to France ideas 
of some infidelity on the part of America towards them. 
If you should asked me why I have seemed to conspire 
with this, my answer is very plain. In the first place, if I 
could have prevailed with the late ministry to haye actually 
made an irrevocable offer on their own part of a separate 
peace to America, that very offer would in the same instant 
have become on their part also, a consent to a general peace, 
because they never had any wish to a separate contest with 
France; and America being out of the question, they would 
have thought of nothing after that but a general peace, 
But I never could bring them even to this. They wished 
that America should make the offer of a separate treaty, (for 
obvious views) my proposal was, that they should offer 
irrevocable terms ‘of a peace to America. ‘If they had 
really meant what they pretended, and what the people of 
England did really desire, they would have adopted that 
proposition; then the question would have come forward 
upon the fair and honorable construction of a treaty between 
France and America: the essential and direct end of which 
was fully accomplished. When I speak of Great Britain 
offering irrevocable terms of peace to America, I ‘mean 
such terms as would effectually have satished the provision 
of the treaty, viz. tacitindependence. J send you a paper 
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entitled a Breviate, which I laid before the late ministry, 
and their not having acted upon it, was a proof to me that 
the disposition of their hearts to America was not altered, 
but that all their relenting arose from the impracticability 
of that war and their want of success in it; but despond- 
ing as they were at last, it was not inconsistent with my 
expectations of their conduct, that they should make great 
offers with France to abandon America; it was the only 
weapon left in their hands. In course of negociating 
with the said ministry, I perceived their courage drooping, | 
from three to five, for the last three or four years, and it. 
was upon that ground that I gave them credit for an in- 
creasing disposition towards peace. Some dropt off, others 
sunk under the load of folly, and at last they all failed. 

“‘ My argument, ad homines to the late ministry, might’ be 
stated thus respecting the American war; ‘* Jf you don’t 
Rill them, they will kill you.” But the war is impracticable 
on your part....Ergo, “‘ the best thing you can do for your 
own sakes, is tomake peace.” This was-reasoning to men,) 
and through men to things. But there is no measure of 
rage in pride and disappointment— 

wseeee * Spicula ceca relingunt, 

Affixe venis animosq; in valuere ponunt.” 

So much for the argument of the Breviate, as far as it 
respected the late ministry.» It was a test which proved — 
that they were not sincere in their pretensions. If they — 
had: been in earnest to have given'the war aturn towards — 
the house of Bourbon, and to have dropt the American 
war, a plain road lay before them. The sentiment of the 
people of England was conformable to the argument of that 
Breviate, or rather I should say, what.is the real truth, that 
the argument of that Breviate was dictated by the notoriety 
of that sentiment in the people of England. My object 
and wish, has been always to strike at the root of the evil, 
the American war. If the British nation have jealousies 
and resentments against the house of Bourbon, yet still the. 
first step in every case should be to rescind the American 
war, and not to keep it lurking in the rear, to become here- 
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after in case of certain events, a reversionary war with 
America for unconditional terms. This reversionary war, | 
was never the object of the people of England; therefore 
the argument of the British was concluded bond fide, to 
accomplish their views, and to discriminate the fallacious 
pretences of the late administration, from the real wishes of 
the country, as expressed in the circular resolutions of 
many counties in the year 1780, first moved, at York, on 
March 28, 1780: every other principle and mode of con- 
duct only implies, as you very justly express it; a secret 
hope that war may still produce successes, and then, &c. 
The designs which have been lurking under this pretext, 
could not mean any thing else than this: ‘‘ Who knows but 
we may-talk to Americaat last?” The only test of clear in- 
tentions would have been this, to have cut up the American 
war and all possible return to it, for any cause or under any 
pretext. I am confident that the sentiments of the people 
of England is, and always have been to procure peace and 
reconciliation with America, and to vindicate the national 
honor in the contest with the house of Bourbon. If this 
intention had been pursued i in a simple and direct manner, 
I am confident that the honor and safety of the British na- 
tion would long ago have been established in a general 
peace with all the belligerent powers. 
These are the sentiments to which I have always acted 
in those negociations, which I have had on the subject of 
peace with all the late ministry; reconciliation with Ame- 
rica and peace with all the world, upon terms consistent 
with the honor and safety of my own country. Peace 
must be sought in such ways as promise the greatest degree 
of practicability. The sentiments.of individuals as philan- 
thropists, may be overborne by the powers of ancient pre- 
judices, which too frequently prevail in aggregates of na- 
tions. In such cases the philanthropist, who wishes the 
good of his own country and of mankind, must be the bul- 
rush bending to the storm, and not the sturdy oak una- 
vailing by resisting. National prejudices are, I hope, 
upon the decline. Reason and humanity gain ground every 
day, against their natural enemies of folly and injustice. 
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The ideas of nations being natural enemies to each other, 
are generally reprobated. But still ealousies and ancient 
ravalships remain, which obstruct the road to peace among 
men. If one belligerent nation will entertain a standing force 
of three or four hundred thousand fighting men, other na- 
tions must have defended frontiers and barrier towns, and 
the barrier of the neighboring island, whose constitution does 
not allow a standing military force, must consist in a supe- 
riority at sea, it is necessary for her own defence. If all 
nations will by mutual consent, reduce their offensive pow- 
ers (which they only claim under the pretext of necessary 
defence) and bring forward the reign of the millennium ; 
then away with your frontiers and your barriers, your Gib- 
raltars and the key of the Baltic, and all the hostile array 
of nations. 

“ Aspersa compositis mitescant sacula bellis !” 

These must be the sentiments of every philanthropist in 
his interior thoughts. But if we are not to seek peace by 
some particular method, accommodating to the remaming 
prejudices of the multitude, we shall not, I fear, in our 
time see that happy day, if Great Britain and France are 
ancient rivals, then (until the reign of the millennium shall 
approach) arrange that rivalship upon equitable terms, as the 
two leading nations of Europe; set them in the balance by 
each other, the one by land and the other by sea, give to 
France her elevated rank among the nations of Europe; 
give to Great Britain the honor of her flag, and the secu- 
rity of her islands by her wooden ‘walls, and then there 
would be’ no obstruction to general and perpetual peace. 

The prejudices of disrespect between nations, prevail 
only among the inferior ranks; Believe me for once, at 
least, I have the highest sentiments of respect for the na- 
tion of France. I have no other sentiment. of hostility, 
but what is honorable towards them, and which as a mem- 
ber of a rival state, at war with them, constitutes the duty 
of allegiance, which I owe to the honor and interests of my 
own country. I am not conscious of a word or thought, 

which on the point ef honor, I would wish to have conceal- 
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ed—from a French minister. In the mode which I have 
proposed, of unravelling the present subjects of jealousy 
and contest, I would make my proposals openly to France 
herself. Let America be free, and enjoy happiness and 
peace for ever. If France and Great Britain have jealousies 
and rivalships between. themselves as European nations, I 
would then say to France, let us settle those points between 
ourselves, if unfortunately, we shall not be able, by honorable 
negociation, to compromise the indispensable points of nati- 
onal honor and safety. This would be my language to France, 
open and undisguised. In the mean time, I desire you to 
observe, thatit would not be with reluctance, that I should 
offer eternal freedom, happiness, and peace to America. 
You know my thoughts too well to suspect that. I speak 
only as in a state of war; desirous to arrange the compli- 
cated interests, and to secure the respective honor of na- 
tions, my wishes are, and always have been, for the peace, 
liberty, and safety of mankind. In the pursuit of those 
blessed objects, not only this country and America,. but 
France herself, and the house of Bourbon, may justly claim 
the conspiring exertions of every free and liberal mind, 
even among their temporary enemies and rivals. 


Iam, sir, your affectionate Friend, 
D. HARTLEY?) 


»* BREVIATE, 
“ February 7, 1782. 

“ I'T is stated, that America is disposed to enter into a 
negociation of peace with Great Britain, without requiring 
any formal recognition of independence, always understood 
that they are to act in conjunction with their allies conform- 
able to treaties. ; 

“ It is therefore recommended to give for reply, that the 
ministers of Great Britain, aré likewise disposed to enter 
into a negociation for peace, and that they are teady to 
open a general treaty for that purpose. 

“If the British ministers, should see any objection to 


a pen?! treaty, but should still be disposed to enter into 
Kk 
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a separate treaty with America, it is then recommended 
to them. to offer such terms to America, as shall induce her 
to apply to her allies for their consent, that she should be 
permitted to enter into a separate treaty with Great Britain. 
The condition of which, being the consent of allies, no 
proposition of any breach of faith can be understood to be 
required of them, by the requisition of a separate treaty. 

‘© The British ministers are free to make any proposi- 
tions to America, which they may think proper; provided 
they be not dishonorable in themselves, which in the present 
case, is barred by the supposition of consent being obtain- 
ed. In this case, therefore, if they should be inclined to 
offer a separate treaty, it is recommended to them, to offer 
such terms to America, as should induce her to be desirous 
of closing with the proposal of a separate treaty on the 
grounds of national security and interests ; and likewise, 
such as may constitute to them a case of reason and justice, 
upon which they may make requisition to their allies for 
their consent. It is suggested, that the offer to America 
of atruce of sufficient length, together with the removal of 
the British troops, would be equivalent to that case, which 
is provided for in the treaty of February 6, 1778, between 
America and France, viz. tacit independence ; and the de- 
clared ends of that alliance beimg accomplished, it would — 
not be reasonable that America should be dragged on by 
their allies*in a war, the continuance of which, between 
France and Great Britain, could only be caused by sepa- 
rate European jealousies, and sentiments (if, unfortunately 
for the public peace, any such should arise) between them- — 
selves, independent and unconnected with the American ” 
cause. It is to be presumed, that France would not, in | 
point of honor to their allies, refuse their consent so re-_ 
quested, as any rivalship and punctilio between her and 
Great Britain as European nations, (principles which too 
often disturb the peace of mankind) could not be be.consi- 
dered as casus federis of the American alliance, and their 
pride, as a belligerent nation, would not prevent them to 
claim the assistance of America as necessary for their sup- 
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ay . 


port, thereby proclaiming their nation unequal to the con- 
test, in case of the continuance of a war with Great Britain, 

after the settlement and pacification with America. Their 
consent therefore is to be presumed. But if they should 
demur on this point, if Great Britain should be disposed 
to concede tacit independence to America, by a long truce, 
and the removal of the troops ; and if the obstruction should 
evidently occur on the part of France, under any equivocal 
or captious construction of a defensive treaty of alliance 
between America and France, Great Britain‘would, from 
thence forward, stand upon advantageous ground, either in 
any negociation with America, or on the continuance of 
a war including America, but not arising from any further 
resentment of Great Britain towards America, but im- 
posed reluctantly upon both parties by the conduct of the 
court of France. 

These thoughts are not suggested with any view of giving 
any opinion of preference, in favor of a separate treaty 
above a general treaty, and above any plan of separate but 
concomitant treaties, like the treaties of Munster and Os- 
naburg, but only to draw out the line of negociating a sepa- 
rate treaty, in case the British ministers should think it 
necessary to adhere to that mode. But, in all cases, it 
should seem indispensable to express some disposition, on 
the part of Great Britain, to adopt either one mode or the 
other. An absolute refusal to treat at all, must necessarily 
drive America into the closest connection with France, and 
all other foreign hostile powers, who would take that ad- 
vantage for making every possible stipulation to the future 
disadvantage of British interests; and, above all things, 
would probably stipulate, that America should never make 
peace with Great Britain, without the most formal and ex- 
plicit recognition of their independance, pay tS: and un- 
limited.” 
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From Mr. D. Hartley. 


London, May 13, 1782. 
My pear FRIEND, | 

I WROTE you a long letter, dated May the 1st, 1782, 
by Mr. Laurens, who left London on Saturday last; but I 
will add a few lines more by a conveyance, that I believe will 
overtake him, just to tell you two or three things, which 
I have omitted in my last. Perhaps they may not be of 
any consequence; but as they relate to my own conduct, 
I could wish to have you understand them. 

After several conferences with the late ministry, I gaye 
in the paper, called the Breviate, on the 7th of February, 
but I never received any answer from them. They resign- 
ed on the 20th March. Upon the accession of the new 
ministry, I heard nothing from them upon the subject, nor in- 
deed did I apply to them. I did not know whether the paper 
would come into their hands by succession, and I doubted 
whether it might not be more proper for me to wait till 
I heard from them. While I remained doubtful about this, 
T received your letters, which determined me to go to lord 
Shelburne. [This was about the beginning of the present 
month.] I communicated to him some extracts, such as 
those about the prisoners, &c. and likewise the whole of 
your letter of April the 13th, containing the offer of the 
late ministry, the king of France’s answer, together with 
more reflections on the conclusions respecting peace. As 
you had given’me a general permission, I left with him a 
copy of the whole letter. | 

Upon the occasion of this interview, lord Shelburne told 
me, that he had made much enquiry in the office for the 
correspondences and papers, which had passed between the 
late ministry and me, but that he could not mect with them. 
He expressed a regret that he had not conversed with me 
at an earlier day, with many civilities of that kind. In 
short, I had been backward to intrude myself, and he ex- 
pressed regret that he had not sent to me. Upon this 
opening on his part, I stated to him the substance of what 
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had passed between the late ministry and myself, and I left 


a copy of the Breviate with him. He gave me a very at- 
_ tentive audience, and I took that opportunity of stating my 


sentiments to him, as far as I could, upon every view of the 
question. Upon his expressing regret that he had not seen 
me sooner, I told him, that I always had been, and shall be 
most ready to give any assistance in my power towards the 
work of peace. I say the same to you. 

I do not believe there is any difference of sentiment be- 
tween you and me personally, in our own minds upen inde- 
pendence, &c.. But we belong to different communities, 
and the right of judgment, or consent and dissent, is vested 
inthe community. Divide independence into six millions 
of shares, and you should have been heartily welcome to 
my share from the beginning of the war. Divide Canada 
into six millions of shares, I could find a better method of 
disposing of my share, than by offering it to France to 
abandon America. Divide the rock of Gibraltar into six 
millions of pieces, I can only answer for one portion. Let 
reason and justice decide, in any such case, as universal 
umpires between contending parties, and those who wish 
well to the permanent peace of mankind, will not refuse to 
give and to receive equal justice. I agree with you that 
the equitable and philosophical principles of politics, can 
alone form a solid foundation of permanent peace, and tha 
the contraries to them (though highly patronised by nations 
themselves and their ministers) are no better than vulgar 
errors ; but nations are slow to conviction from the per- 
sonal arguments of individuals. They are jealous in hon- 


or, seeking the “ Bubble reputation, even in the cannon’s 
a 


“mouth.” But until a confirmed millennium, founded upon 


‘wiser principles, shall be generally established, the reputa- 
‘tion of nations is not merely a duddble. It forms their real 


"security. To apply all this, in one word, lect all nations 


agree, with one accord, to “ beat their swords into plough. 


shares, and their spears into pruning hooks ;” or, give me 
‘wooden walls to Great Britain! 
§ 


|* 


| 


| 
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{ have nothing further to add. My reason for writing — 
this, was just to communicate to you in what position I 
had delivered over my conferences and arguments, with — 
the late ministry, into the hands of the present. And TI 
will conclude with your own words: May God send us alk. 
more wisdom. | 

{am ever, most affectionately, yours, 


D. HARTLEY.” 
P.S. “ May 17, 1782. Since writing the above, I have 
likewise left a copy of the enclosed preliminaries with lord 
Shelburne.” 


ee 


| “ May, 1782. 
PRELIMINARIES. 

1. THAT the British troops shall be withdrawn from 
the thirteen provinces of North America, and a truce made 
between Great Britain and the said provinces, for 
years. (Suppose ten or twenty years.) 

2, That a negociation for peace shall bond fide be opened 
between Great Britain and the allies of America. a 

3. If the proposed negociation between Great Britain 
and the allies of America, should not succeed so far as 
to produce peace, but that war should continue betweer 
the said parties, that America should act and be treated a: 
a neutral nation. 
4. That whenever peace shall take place between Grea 
Britain and the allies of America, the truce between Grea 
Britain and America shall be converted into a perpetuz 
peace. The independence of America shall be admitte. 
and guaranteed by Great Britain, and a commercial treat 
settled between them. . | 

5. That these propositions shall be made to the court « 
France for communication to the American commissioner 
and for an answer to the court of Great Britain.” 


—— 


The same day Mr. Grenville visited me. He acquainte 
me that his courier was returned,, and had brought hi 
full pawers in form, to treat for a peace with France a 
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her allies. That he had been at Versailles, and had shewn 
his power to M. de Vergennes, and left a copy with him: | 
that he had also a letter of credence, which he was not to 
deliver till France should think fit to send a minister of the 
same kind to London. That M. de Vergennes had told 
him he would lay it before the king, and had desired to see 
him again on Wednesday. That Mr. Oswald had arrived 
in London about an hour before the courier came away 3 : 
that Mr. Fox, in his letter, had charged him to thank me 
for that which I had written, and to tell me he hoped I 
would never forget that he and I were of the same country. 
I answered, that I should always esteem it an honor to be 
owned as a countryman by Mr. Fox. He had requested, 
at our last interview, that if I saw no impropriety in doing 
I would favor him with a sight of the treaty of alliance 
between France and America. I acquainted him that it 
was printed; but, that if he could not. readily meet with a 
copy I would have one written for him; and as he had not 
_ been able to find one, I this day gave itto him. He lent me 
a London Gazette, containing admiral Rodney’s account of 
his victory over M. de Grasse, and the accounts of other 
successes in the East Indies, assuring me, however, that 
these events made not the least change in the sincere desire 
of his court to treat for peace. 

In the afternoon the marquis de la Fayette aatted upon 
me, I acquainted him with what Mr. Grenville had told me 
respecting his credential letter, and the expectation that a 
person, on the part of this court, would be sent to London 
with a commission similar to his. The marquis told me, he 
was on his way to Versailles, and should see M. de Vergen- 
nes. We concluded, that it would now be proper for him to 
make the proposition we had before talked of, that he 
Should be the person employed in that service. 

On Monday, the 27th, [received a letter from Mr. Jay, 
‘dated the sth, acquainting me that he had received mine, 
of the 2ist. and 22d. past, and had concluded to set out for 
Paris about the 19th; so that. he may be expected in a few 
days. 


ye 
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I dined this day with count D’Estaing, and a number of 
brave marine, officers that he had invited. We were all a 
little dejected and chagrined with the news. I mentioned, 
by way of encouragement, the observation of the Turkish ba- 
shaw, who was taken with his fleet at Lepanto by the Ve- 
nitians. “Ships,” says he, ‘are like my master’s beard: you 


may cut it, but it will grow again: he has cut off from your — 


government all the Morea, which is like a limb that you 
will never recover.” And his words proved true. 

On Tuesday I dined at Versailles with some friends, so 
was not at home when the marquis de la Fayette called to 
acquaint me that M. de Vergennes informed him, that a full 


power, received by Mr. Grenville from London, and com- 


municated by him, related: to France only. The marquis 
left me this information, which I could not understand. 
On Wednesday I was at court, and saw the copy of the 
power. It appeared full, with regard to treating with 
France ; but’ mentioned not a word of her allies. And as 
M. de Vergennes had explicitly and constantly, from the 
beginning, declared to the several messengers, Mr. Forth, 
Mr. Oswald, and Mr. Grenville, that France could only treat 
in concert with her allies, and it had in consequence been 
declared, on the part of the British ministry, that they con- 


Sented to treat for a general peace, and at Paris. The 


sending this partial power appeared to be insidious, and a 
mere inventicn to occasion delay. The late disaster to the 
French fleet having’ probably given the court of England 
fresh courage and other views. M. de Vergennes said, he 
should see Mr. Grenville on Thursday, and would speak 
his mind to him on the subject very plainly ; they want, 
says he, to treat withus for you; but this the king will not 


agree to. He thinks it not consistent with the dignity of — 
your state; you will treat for yourselves, and every-one of © 


the powers at war with England will make its own treaty. 
All that is necessary to be observed, for our common secu- 
rity, is, that the treaties go hand in hand, and are signed, 
all on the same day. © 
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Prince Bariatinski, the Russian embassador, was parti- 
cularly civil to me this day at court, apologized for what 
had passed relating to the visit, expressed himself extremes 
ly sensible of my friendship i in covering the affair, which 
might have occasioned to him very disagreeable conse- 
puences, &c. The comte de Nord came to M. de Vergen- 
nes’s while we were drinking coffee after dinner. . He ap- 
pears lively and active, with a sensible spiritéd countenance. 
There was an opera at night for his entertainment. The 
house being richly finished with abundance of carving and 
guiding, well illuminated with wax tapers, and the company 
all superbly dressed, many of the men in cloth of tissue, 
and the ladies sparkling with diamonds, formed altogether 
the most splendid spectacle my eyes ever beheld. 

I had some little conference to day with M.M. Ber- 
kenrode, Vanderpiene, and Boeris, the embassador of Hol- 
land, and the agents of the Dutch East India Company, 
they informed me, that the proud letter of Mr. Fox to the 

‘mediating minister of Russia, proposing a separate peace 
with Holland, made no more impression than the first, and 
no peace will be made but in concurrence with France. 

The Swedish minister told me, he expected orders from 
his court relative to a treaty, &c. 

I had, at our last interview, given Mr. Grenville a ren- 
dezyous for Saturday morning, and, ‘having some other 
engagements for Thursday and Friday, though I wished 

_ to speak to him on the subject of his power. I did not go 
to him, but waited his coming to me on Saturday. On 
Friday, May 31st, Mr. Oswald called on me, being just 
returned and brought me the following letters from lord 
Shelburne, the first of which had been. written before his 
arrival : \ 
“ [Vhitehall, 21, 1782. 
SiR, 

1 AM honored with your letter of the ioth instant, and 
am very glad to find, that the conduct which the king had 
empowered me to ag aS towards Mr. Laurens, and the 


American prisoners, has given you pleasure. 
Loli 
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ad 


I have signified to Mr. Oswald his majesty’s pleasure, 
that he shall continue at Paris till he receives orders from 
hence to return. — n 

In the present state of this business there is nothing left, 
but for me to add my sincere wishes for a happy issue, and 
to repeat my assurances, that nothing should be wanting 
on my part which can contribute to it. 


L have the honor to be, with very great regard, &c. 
-SHELBURNE.” 
From the same. | 
‘© Whitehall, May 26, 17 82. 
SIR, 3 
l HAVE the honor to receive your letter of the 13th of 
May, by Mr. Oswald. It gives me great pleasure to find 
my opinion of the moderation, prudence, and judgment of 
that gentleman, confirmed by your concurrence. For I am 
glad to assure you, that we likewise concur in hoping that 
those qualities may enable him to contribute to the speedy 
conclusion of a peace, and such a peace as may be firm 
and long lasting. In that hope he has the king’s orders to 
return immediately to Paris, and you will find him I trust, 
properly instructed to co-operate to so desirable an object. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
| SHELBURNE.” 


[had not then time to converse with Mr. Oswald, and 
he promised to come and breakfast with me on the next 
Monday. 

Saturday, June ist, Mr. Grenville came according to 
appointment. Our conversation began by my acquainting 
him that I had seen M. de Vergennes, and had perused the 
copy left with him of the power to treat. That after what 
he, Mr. Grenville, had told me of its being to treat with 
France and her allies, I was a little surprised to find in it 
no mention of the allies, and that it was only to treat with, 
the king of France and his ministers; that at Versailles 
there was some suspicion of its being intended to occasion 
delay, the professed desire of a speedy peace being per- 
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haps abated in the British court, since its late successes ; 
but that I imagined the words relating to the allies, might 
have been accidentally omitted in transcribing, or that per- 
haps he had. a special power to treat with us distinct from 
the other.’ He answered, that the copy was right, and that 
he had no such special power in form; but his instructions 
were full to that purpose, and that he was sure the ministers 
had no desire of delay, nor any of excluding us from the 
treaty, since the greatest part of those instructions related 
to treating with me. That to convince me of the sincerity 
of his court respecting us, he would acquaint me with one 
of his instructions, though perhaps the, doing it now was 
premature, and therefore a little inconsistent with the cha- 
racter of a politician; but he had that confidence in me, 
that he should not hesitate to inform me (though he wished 
that at present it should go no farther), he was instructed. 
to acknowlege the independence of America, previous to 
the commencement, of the treaty; and he said, he. could 
only account for the omission of America in the power, by 
supposing that it was an old official form, copied from that 
given to Mr. Stanley, when he came over hither, before 
the last peace. Mr. Grenville added, that he had imme- 
diately, after his interview with M. de Vergennes, dis- 
patched a courier to London, and hoped that with his return 
the difficulty would be removed. That he was perfectly 
assured, that their late success had made no change in the 
disposition of his court to peace; and that he had more 
xeason than M, de Vergennes to complain of delay, since 
five days were spent, and he could scarce obtain a passport 
for his courier, and then it was not to go and return by 
way of Calais, but to go by Ostend, which would occasion 
a delay of five days longer. Mr. Grenville then spoke much 
of the high opinion the present ministry had of me, and 
their great esteem for me; their desire of a perfect recon- 
ciliation between the two countries, and the firm and 
general belief in England, that no. man was so capable as 
myself, of proposing the proper means of bringing about 
such a reconciliation ; adding, that if the old ministers had 
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formerly been too little attentive to my counsels, the pre- 
sent were very differently disposed, and he hoped that in 
treating with them I would totally forget their predeces- 
sors. The time has been, when such flattering language, 
from. great men, might have made me vainer, and had 
more effect on my conduct than it can at present, when I 
find myself so near the end of life, as to esteem alike all 
personal interests and concerns, except that of maintaining 
to the last, and the leaving behind me the tolerable good 
character I have hitherto supported. , 

Mr. G. then discoursed of our resolution not to treat 
without our allies. This, savs he, can properly only relate 
to France, with whom you have a treaty; that vou have 
none with Spain; you have none with Holland ; if Spain and 
Holland, and even if France should insist on unreasonable 
terms of advantage to themselves, after you have obtained 
all you want, and are satisfied, can it be right that America 
should be dragged on in a war for their interest only! He 
stated this matter in various lights, and pressed it earnestly. 
I resolved, from various reasons, to evade the discussion, 
therefore answered, that the intended treaty not being yet 
begun, it appeared unnessary to enter at present into con- 
siderations of that kind. The preliminaries being once 
settled, and the treaty commenced, if any of the other 
powers should maké extravagant demands on England, 
and insist on our continuing the war till those were com- 
plied with, it would then be time enough for us to consider 
what our obligations were, and how far they extended. 
The first thing necessary was, for him to procure the full 
powers; the next, for us to assemble the plenipotentiaries 
of all the belligerent parties, and then propositions might 
be mutually made, received, considered, answered, or 
agreed to. In the meantime, I would just mention to him, 
that though we were under no obligations tp Spain by treaty, 
we are under obligations of gratitude for the assistance she 
had afforded us; and as Mr. Adams had some weeks since 
commenced a treaty in Holland, the terms of which I was 
not yet acquainted with, I knew not but that we might have 
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already some alliance and obligations contracted there, and. 
perhaps we ought however to have some consideration for 
Holland, on this account, that it was in vengeance, for the 
disposition shewn by some of her people, to make a treaty 
of commerce with us, that England had declared the war 
against her. He said, it would be hard upon England if, 
having given reasonable satisfaction to one or two of her 
enemies, she could not have peace with those, till she had 
complied with whatever the others might demand, however 
unreasonable ; for she might be obliged to pay for every ar- 
ticle fourfold. I observed, that when she made her propo- 
sitions, the more advantageous they were to each, the more 
it would be the interest of each to prevail with the others to 
accept of those offered to them. We then spoke of the re- 
conciliation ; but his full power not being yet come, I chose 
to defer entering upon that subject at present. I told him 
Thad thoughts of putting down in writing the particulars that 
I judged would conduce to that end, and of adding my rea- 
sons; that this required a little time, and I had been hin- 
dered by accidents, which was true, for I had begun to 
write, but had postponed it on account of his defective 
power to treat; but I promised'to finish it as soon as possible. 
He pressed me earnestly to do it, and urging’ an expression 
of mine in a former conversation, that there still remained 
roots of good will in, America towards England, which, if 
properly taken care of, might produce a reconciliation, had 
made a great impression on his mind, and given him in- 
finite pleasure; and he hoped I would’ not neglect furnish- 
ing him with the information of what would be necessary 
to nourish those roots; and could assure me, that my ad- 
vice would be greatly regarded. 

Mr. Grenville had shewn me, at our last interview, a 
letter from the duke of Richmond, requesting him to pre- 
vail with me to disengage a captain M‘Leod, of the artil- 
lery, from his parole, the duke’s brother, lord George 
Lenox, being appointed to the command of Portsmouth, 
and desiring to have him as his aid-de-camp. - I had pro- 
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mised to consider of it, and this morning’ I sent him the 
following letter : 
Day “© Passy, May 31, 1782. 

Sir, . 
I DO not find that I have any express authority to ab- 
solve aparole, given by an English officer in America; but 
desirous of complying with the request of the duke of 
Richmond, as faras may be in my power, and being confi- 
dent that the congress will be pleased with whatever may 
oblige a personage they so much respect. Ido hereby con- 
sent that captain M‘Leod serve in his military capacity in 
England only, till the pleasure of congress is known, to 
whom I will write immediately, and who, I make no doubt, 
will discharge him entirely. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN.” 


America had been constantly befriended in parliament by 
the duke of Richmond, and I believed the congress would 
not be displeased at this opportunity of obliging him ; and 
that they would, by their approbation, supply the deficiency 
of my power; besides, I could not well refuse it, after what 
had passed between Mr. Laurens and me, and what I had 
promised to do for the satisfaction of that gentleman. 

Sunday, June the 2d. the marquis de la Fayette called 
and dined with me; he is uneasy about the delay, as he 
cannot resolve concerning his voyage to America, till some 
certainty appears of'there being a treaty, or no treaty. This 
‘ai I wrote the following letter to Mr. Adams: | 

Passy, Les 2, 1782. 
SIR, 

SINCE mine of May 8tk, I have not had any thing 
material to communicate to your excellency. Mr. Grenville 
indeed arrived just after I dispatched that letter, and I 
introduced him to M. de Vergennes ; ; but his mission seems 
only a repetition of that by Mr. Oswald, the same decla- 
rations of the king of England’s sincere desire. of peace, and 
willingness to treat of a general pacification with all the 
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- powers at war, and to treat at Paris; which were answered 
by the same declarations of the good dispositions of their 
court, and that it could not treat without the concurrence 
of its allies. I omitted writing till something should be 
produced from a kind of agreement that M. de Vergennes 
would acquaint Spain and Holland of the overture, and that 
Mr. Grenville would write for full powers to treat, and 
make propositions, &e. nothing of BR aN being in the 
mean time to be transacted. 

Mr. Grenville accordingly dispatched a messenger for 
London, who returned in about twelve days. Mr. G. called 
on me, after having been at Versailles, and acquainted me 
that he had received the favor, and had left a copy of it 
with M. de Vergennes, and that he was thereby authorized 
to treat with France and her allies. The next time I went to 
Versailles, I desired to see that copy, and was surprised 
to find in it no mention of the allies of France or any one 
of them; and on speaking with M. de Vergennes about it, 
I found he began.to look upon the whole as a piece of arti- 
fice, to amuse us and gain time, since he had uniformly 
declared to every agent who. had appeared here, viz. to 
Forth, Oswald, and Grenville, that the king would not treat 
without the concurrence of his allies ; and yet England had 
given a power to treat with France only; which shewed that: 
she did not intend to treat at all, but meant to continue the 
war. Ihad not till yesterday, an opportunity of talking 
with Mr. Grenville on the subject, and expressing my won- 
der, after what he told me, that there should be no mention 
made of ourstates in his commission: he could not explain 
this to my satisfaction, but said, he believed the omis- 
sion was occasioned by their copying an old commission — 
given to Mr. Stanley at the last treaty of peace, for that he 
was sure*the intention was, that he should treat with us, 
his instructions being fully to.that purpose. I acquainted 
him that I thought a special commission was necessary, 
without which we could not treat with him. I imagine 
that there is a reluctance in their king to take this first step, 
as the giving such a commission, would itself be a kind of 
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acknowlegment of our independence. — The late success 
against count de Grasse, may also have given them hopes, 
that by delay and more successes they may make that ac- 
knowlegement and a peace less necessary. 

_ Mr. Grenville has written to his court for further instruc- 
tions, we shall see what the return of his courier will pro- 
duce, a full power to treat with each of the powers at war 
against England does not appear. I imagine the negocia- 
tions will be broken off. 

Mr. G. in his conversations with me, insists mite on 
our being under no engagements not to make a peace with- 
out Holland. Ihave answered him that I know not but 
you may have entered into some, and that if these should 
be done, a general pacification made at the same time would 
be best for us all, and that I believe neither Holland nor 
we could be prevailed on to abandon our friends ; what hap- 
pens farther shall be immediately communicated. Be pleas- 
ed to present my respects to Mr. Laurens, to whom I wrote 
some days since. Mr. Jay, I suppose is on his way hither. 


‘With great respect, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


On Monday, the third, Mr. Oswald came according to 
appointment, he told me he had seen, and had conversa- 
tions with lord Shelburne, lord Rockingham, and Mr. Fox; 
that their desire of peace continued uniformly the same, 
though he thought some of them were a little too much 
elated with the late victory in the West Indies ; and when 
observing his coolness, they asked him if he did not think 
ita very good thing. Yes, says he, if you do not rate it 
too high. He went on with the utmost frankness to tell me, 
that the peace was absolutely necessary for them; that the 
‘nation had been foolishly involved in four wars, and would 
no longer be able to earn money to carry them on, so that 
if they continued, it would be absolutely necessary for 
them to stop payment of the interest money in the funds, 
which would ruin their future credit. He spoke of stop- 
ping on all sums above a thousand pounds, and continuing 


1789, WITH CONGRESS. 28h 


to pay on those below, because the great sums belonged to 
the rich, who could better bear the delay of their interest, 
and the smaller sums to poorer persons, who would be more 
hurt and make more clamor; and that the rich might be 
quieted by promising them interest upon their interest; all 
this looked as if the matter had been seriously thought on. 
Mr. Oswald has an air of great simplicity and honesty ; yet 
I could hardly take this to be merely a weak confession of 
their deplorable ‘state ; and thought it might be rather in- 
tended as a kind of' intimidation, by shewing us that they 
had still that resource in their power, which he said would 
furnish five millions a year; but he added, our enemies: 
may now do what they please with us, they have the ball at 
their foot, was his expression; and I hope they will shew 
their moderation and their magnanimity: he then repeated- 
ly mentioned the great esteem the ministers had for me: 
that they, with all the considerable people of England, 
looked towards, and depended on me for the means of ex- 
tricating the nation from its present desperate situation; 
and that perhaps, no single man had ever in ‘his hands an 
‘opportunity of doing so much good, as I had at this present 
time ; with much more to that purpose. He then shewed me 
aletter to him from lord Shelburne, partly I suppose that I 
might see his lordship’s opinion of me, which, as it kas 
some relation to the negociation, is here inserted. He left 
it with me requesting that I would communicate it to Mr. 
Walpole. | : ; 
Neg i “Whitehall, May 21, 1782. 
Sir, | a 
IT has reached me that Mr. Walpole esteems himself 
much injured by your going to Paris, and that he conceives 
it was a measure of mine, intended to take the present ne- 
gociation with the court of France out of his hands, which ’ 
he conceives to have been previously commenced through 
his channel, by Mr. Fox. I must desire that you will have 
the goodness to call upon Mr. Walpole, and explain to him 
distinctly, how very little foundation there is for so unjust 
a suspicion, as I knew of no such intercourse. Mr. Fox 
Mm 
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declares he considered what had passed between him and 
Mr. Walpole of a mere private nature, not sufficiently ma- 
terial to mention to the king or the cabinet, and will write 
to Mr. Walpole to explain this distinctly to him. But if 
you find the least suspicion of this kind has reached Doctor 
Franklin or M. le comte de Vergennes, I desire this mat- 
ter may be clearly explained to both. I have too much 
friendship for Doctor Franklin, and too much respect for 
the character of M: le comte de Vergennes, with which I 
am perfectly acquainted, to be so indifferent to the good 
opinion of either, as to suffer them to believe me capd~ 
ble of an intrigue, when I have both professed and observed 
a direct opposite conduct. In truth I hold it in such per- 
fect contempt, that however proud I may be to serve the 
king in my present situation or in any other, and however 
anxious I may be to save my country, I should not hesitate 
a moment about retiring from any situation which required 
such services. But I must do the king the justice to say, 
that his majesty abhors them, and I need not tell you that 
is my fixed principle, that 0 country in any momentcan be 
advantaged by them, 
-. Lam, with great truth and regard, &c. 
: SHELBURNE.” 

In speaking farther of the ministry’s opinion, of the great 
service it might be in my power to render, Mr. Oswald 
said, he had told them in one of his conversations, that 
nothing was to be expected of me but consistence, nothing 
tinsuitable to my character or inconsistent with my duty. 
I did not ask him the particular occasion of his saying 
this, but thought it looked'a little as if something incon. 
sistent with my duty had been talked of or proposed. - | 

Mr. Oswald also gave me a copy: of a paper of memo- 
randums, written by Lord Shelburne, to wit: 


fst. “© That I am ready to correspond more particularly 
with Doctor Franklin if wished. 3 

2d. “ That the enabling act is passing, with the insertion 

of commissioners recommended by Mr. Oswald, andon our 
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part. commissioners will be named, or any character given 
to Mr. Oswald which Doctor Franklin and he may judge 
conducive to a final settlement of things between Great 
Britain and America: which Doctor Franklin as very pro-. 
perly says, requires to be treated in a very different manner 
from the peace between Great Britain and France, who 
have been always at enmity with each other. 

3d. ‘That an establishment for the loyalists must always 
be upon Mr. Oswald’s ‘mind, as it is uppermost in lord 
Shelburne’s; besides other steps in their favor to influence 
the several states to agree to a fair restoration or compen- 
sation for whatever confiscations have taken place. 

4th. ‘ To give lord Shelburne’s letters about Mr. Wal- 
pole to Doctor Franklin.” 


On perusing this paper, I recoilected that a bill had been 
Sometime since proposed in parliament to enable his majes- 
ty to conclude a peace or truce with the revolted colonies 
in America, which I supposed to be the enadling bill men- 
‘tioned, that had hitherto slept, and not having been passed, 
was perhaps the true reason why the colonies were not 
mentioned in. Mr, Grenyille’s commission; Mr. Oswald 
thought it likely, and said that the words ‘insertion of 
commissioners recommended by Mr. Oswald,” related to 
his advising an express mention in the bill of the commis- 
' sioners appointed by congress to treat of peace, instead of 
the vague denomination of any person or persons, &c. in 
the first draft of the bill as tothe loyalists. I repeated what 
I had said to him, when first here, that their estates had 
been confiscated by the laws made in the particular states, 
where the délinquents had resided ;. and not by any law of 
congress; who indeed had no power either to make such 
Jaws or to repeal them, or to dispense with them, and 
therefore could give no power to their commissioners to 
treat for restoration for those people. ‘That it was an affair 
appertaining to each state. That if there were justice in 
compensating them, it must be due from England rather 
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than from America; but in my opinion, England was net 


vunder any very great obligations to them, since it was by 


their misrepresentations and. bad ‘counsels, that she had. 
‘been drawn into this miserable war; and that if an account 
was brought against us for their losses, we should more 
than balance it, by an account of the ravages they had com- 
mitted all along the coasts of America, Mr. Oswald 
agreed. to the reasonableness of all this, and. said he had, 
before he came away, told the ministers that he thought no 
recompense to those people, was to be. expected from us; 
that he had also, in consequence of. our former conversa- 
tion on that subject, given it as his opinion, that Canada 
should be given up to the United States, as it would prevent 
the occasion of future differences; and as the government 
of such a country was worth nothing, and of no importance 
if they could have there a free commerce, that the marquis 
ef Rockingham and lord Shelburne, though they spoke 
reservedly, did not seem very averse to it: but that Mr 
Fox appeared to be startled at the proposition. He was, 
however, not without hopes, that it would. be agreed to. 
We now come to another article of the nate, viz. “on our » 


part commissioners will be named, or any character given — 


to Mr. Oswald, which Doctor Franklin and he may judge 
conducive to. a’final- settlement of things between Great 
Britain and America.” This he said was left entirely to 
me, for he had no will in the affair. He did not desire te ~ 
be farther concerned than to see ite train; he had no 
personal views either of honor or profit. _ He had now seen 
‘and conversed with Mr. Grenville ; thought him avery sen- 
sible young gentleman, and very capable of the business ; 
he didnot therefore see any further occasion there was for 
himself; but if I thought otherwise, and conceived he 
might be farther useful, he was content to give his time and 
service in any character or manner I should think proper, 
I said his knowlege of America, where he had lived, and 
with every part of which and of its commerce and circum- 
stances he was well acquainted, made me think that in pers 
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suading the ministry to things reasonable, relating to that 
country, he could speak or write with more weight than 
‘Mr. Grenville; and therefore I wished him to continue in 
the service, and I asked him whether he would like to be 
joined in a general commission for treating with all the 
powers at war with England, or to have a special commis- 
sion to himself for treating with America only. He said 
he did not choose to be concerned. in treating with the fo- 
reign powers, for he was. not sufficiently a master of their 
affairs or of the French language, which probably would 
be used in treating; if therefore he accepted of any com- 
mission it should be that of treating with America. I told 
him I would write to lord Shelburne on. the subject; but 
Mr. Grenville having some time since dispatched a courier, 
partly on account.of the commission, who was not yet re- 
turned, I thought it well to wait a few days, till we could 
see what-answer he would bring or what measures were 
taken: this he approved-of. The truth is, he appears so 
good and so reasonable a man, that though I have no ob- 
jection to Mr. Grenville, \I shouldbe loth to loose Mr. 
Oswald. He seems to haye nothing at heart but the good 
of mankind, and putting a stop to mischief; the-other, a 
young statesman, may be supposed to have naturally a little 
ambition of recommending himself as an able negociator. 
In the afternoon, Mr. Boeris, of Holland, called on me, 
and acquainted me that an answer had not been given to 
the last memorial from Russia, relating to the mediation ; 
but it was thought that it would be in respectful terms to 
thank her imperial majesty for her kind offers, and to re- 
present the propriety of their connection with France, in 
endeavoring to obtain a general peace; and that they con- 
ceived it would be’ still more gloriows.for her majesty to 
employ her influence in procuring a general than a particular 
pacification. Mr. Boeris further informed me, that they 
were not well satisfied in Holland with the conduct of the 
Russian court, and suspected views of continuing the war 
for particular pusposes. 
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Tuesday, June 4. I received another packet from Mr. 
Hartley. It consisted of duplicates of the former letters 
and papers already inserted, and contained nothing new but 
the following letter from colonel Hartley, his brother. ¥ 

Wednesday, June the Sth, Mr: Oswald called again to 
acquaint me, that lord Cornwallis being very anxious to be 
discharged from his parole as soon as possible, had sent a 
major Ross hitherto to solicit it, supposing Mr. Laurens 
might be here with me. Mr. Oswald told me what I did 
not hear before, that Mr. Laurens while prisoner in the 
Tower, had praposed obtaining the discharge of lord Corn- 
wallis in exchange for himself, and had promised to use his 
utmost endeavors to- that purpose, in casé he was set at 
liberty, not doubting of his success: I’ communicated to 
Mr. Oswald what had already passed between Mr. Lau: 
rens and me, respecting lord Cornwallis, which appears in 
the preceding letters, and told him I should have made 
less difficulty about the discharge of his parole, if Mr. 
-Yaurens had informed me of his being set at liberty, in 
consequence of such an‘offer and promise; and I wished 
him to state this ina letter to me, that it might appear for 
my justification, in what I might with Mr. Laurens do in 
the affair; and that he would procure for me from majot 
Ross, 2 copy of ‘the parole that I might be better acquaint: 
ed with the nature of it. He accordingly: in the afternoon 
sent me the following letter?, to which I wrote this answer.’ 

Friday, June 7. Major Ross called on me, and thanke¢ 

me for the favorable intention I had expressed in my letter tc 
Mr. Oswald respecting lord Cornwallis, and to assure mé 
his lordship would for ever remember it with gratitude, &¢ 
I told him it was our duty to alleviate as much as we coulc¢ 
the calamities of war, that I expected letters from Mr 
Laurens, relating to the affair after the receipt of which | 
would immediately complete it;\or if I did not hear from 
‘Mr. L. I would speak to the marquis de la Fayette, get hi: 
‘approbation and finish it without further waiting. 


y za These papers are missing. © 
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Saturday, June 8 I received some hewspapers from 
England, in one of which is the following paragraph : 


Extract from the London Evening Post of May 30, 1782. 

“If reports on the spot speak truth, Mr. Giauville in 
his first visit to Doctor Franklin, gained a considerable 
point of information as to the powers America had retained, 
for treating séfarately with Great Britains in case her 
claims or demands were granted: 

The treaty of February 6, 1778, was made the basis of 
this conversation, and by the spirit and theaning of this 
treaty, there is no obligation on America not to treat sepa- 
rately for peace, after she is assured England will grant 
her independence and a free commerce with all the world. 

The first article of that treaty, engages America and 
France to be bound to each other, as long as circumstances 
may require; therefore the granting America all that she 
asks of England, is breaking the bond by which the czrcum- 
stances may bind America to France. 

The second article says, the méaning and direct end of 
the ‘alliance i is, to. ensure the freedom and independence of 
America. Surely then, when freedom and independence 
is allowed by Britain, America may, or may not, as she 
chuses, put an end to the present war between England and 
America, and leave France, to war on through all her mad 
projects of. reducing the power and greatness of England, 
while America feels herself possessed of what she wishes. 

By the 8th article of the treaty, neither France nor Amc- 
rica can conclude peace without the assent of the other, 
and they engaged not to lay down their arnis, until the in- 
dependence of America is acknowleged, but this’ article 
does not exclude America from entering into a separate 
treaty for peace with England, and evinces more strongly 
than the former articles, that America may enter into a 
separate treaty with England, when she is convinced that 
England has insured to her all that she can reasonably ask.” 
L conjecture that this must be an extract from a letter of 
Mr. Grenville, but it carries an appearance as if he and I 
had agreed in these imaginary discourses of America’s be- 
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ing at liberty to make peace without France, &c. Whereas. 
my whole discourse in the ‘strongest terms declared ouf 
determinations to the contrary, and the impossibility of 
our acting not only contrary to the treaty, but the duties of 
gratitude and honor; of which nothing is mentioned. This 
young negociator seems to value himself on having obtained 
from me a copy of the treaty; I gave it to him freely at 
his request, it not being so much.a secret as he imagined, 
having been printed first in all the American papers soon 
after it was made ; then at London in Almon’s Remembran- 
cer, which I wonder he did not know; and afterwards in a 
collection of the American Constitutions published by order. 
of congress. As such imperfect accounts of our conver- 
sations find their way into the English papers, I must speak 
to this gentleman of its impropriety. | 
Sunday, June 9. Doctor Bancroft being intimately ac- 
quainted with Mr. Walpole, I this day gave him lord 
Shelburne’s letter to Mr.’Oswald, requesting he would 
rornmmunicate it to that gentleman. Doctor. Bancroft said. 
it was believed both Russia and the emperor wished. the. 
continuance of the war, andaimed at procuring fer Eng- 
land a peace with Holland, that England might be better 
able to continue it.against France and Spain. ald 
The marquis de la Fayette having proposed to-call on. 
me to-day; I.kept back the discharge of lord ‘Cornwallis, 
which was written and ready, desiring to have his ap-. 
probation to it, as he had ina former conversation advised. 
it. He. did not come, but late in the evening, sent me a 
note acquainting me that he had been prevented from ac-. 
companying the grand duke to the review, but would 
breakfast with me to-morrow morning. » ae an 
This day I received a letter from Mr. Dana, dated St. 
Petersburgh, April 29th, in which is the following pas» 
sage: “ We yesterday received. the news that the states 
general had on the 9th of this month (N. S.) acknowleged 
b The grand duke of Russia, afterwards the emperor Paul; then at Paris 
under the title of the count de Nord. i 


f 
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the independence of the United States; this event gave a 
shock here, and is not well received, as they at least pro- 
fess to have flattered themselves that the mediation would 
have prevented it, and otherwise brought on a partial 
peace between Britain and Holland. This resentment, I 
believe, will not be productive of any ill consequences to 
the Dutch republic.” 

It is true, that while the war continues, Russia feels a 
greater demand for the naval stores, and sells perhaps at a 
higher price. But is it possible, that for such petty interests, 
mankind can wish to see their neighbors destroy each other, 
or has the project lately talked of some foundation, that Rus: 
sia and the emperor intend driving the Turks out of Europe; 
and do they therefore wish to see France and England so 
weakened, as to be unable to assist those people ? 

Monday; June 10, the marquis de la Fayette did not 
come till between eleven and twelve. He brought with 
him major Ross. After breakfast he told me, (major Ross 
being gone into another room) that he had seen Mr. Gren- 
ville lately, who asked him when he should go to America: 
That he had answered, I have staid here longer than I 
would otherwise have done, that I might see whether we 
should have peace or war, but as I see that the expectation 


of peace is a joke, and that you only amuse us without any 


teal intention-of treating, I think to stay no longer; but set 
out ina few days. On which Mr. Grenville assured him, 
that it was no joke, that they were very sincere in their 
proposal of treating, and that four or five days would con- 
vince the marquis of it. The marquis then spoke to me 
about a request of major Ross’s in behalf of himself, 
lord Chewton, a lieuteriant colonel, and lieutenant Hal- 
dane, who were aid-de-camps to lord Cornwallis, that they 


too might be set at liberty with him. I told the marquis 
he was better acquainted with the custom in such cases 


than I, and being himself one of the generals to whom 


_ their parole had been given, he had more right to discharge 


it than I had, and that if he judged it a thing proper to be 


done, I wished him to do it; he went into the bureau 


Nn 
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saying, he would write something, which he accordingly 
did; but it was not as I expected, a discharge that he was 
to sign, it was for me to sign. And the major not liking 
that which I had drawn for lord Cornwallis ; because there 
was a clause in it reserving to congress the approbation or 
disallowance of my act, went away without taking it- 
Upon which I the next morning, wrote*the following to 
Mr. Oswald: | 
“© Passy, Fune 11, 1782. 
_ SIR, 

I DID intend to have waited on you this morning to 
enquire after your health, and deliver the enclosed paper, 
relating to the parole of lord Cornwallis, but being obliged 
to go to Versailles, I must postpone my visit till to-morrow. 
I do not conceive that I have any authority in virtue of my 
office here, to absolve that parole in any degree. I have 
therefore endeavored to found it as well as I could, on the 
express power given me by congress to exchange general 
Burgoyne for Mr. Laurens. A reservation is made of 
confirmation or disapprobation by congress, not from any 
desire in me to restrain the entire liberty of that general ; 
but because I think it decent and my duty to make such 
reservation, and that I might not otherwise be blamed as as-~ 
suming a power not given me, if I undertook to discharge 
absolutely a parole given to congress without any authority 
from them for so doing. 


4 . 
With great esteem and respect, I am, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN.” 


Lhave received no answer from Mr. Laurens. 
The following is the paper mentioned in the above let- 
ters: | | : 

I did not well comprehend the major’s conduct in refa- 
sing this paper. He was come express from London to 
solicit @ discharge of lord Cornwallis’s parole. He had 
said that his lordship was very anxious to obtain that dis- 
charge, being unhappy in his present situation. One of his 
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objections to it was, that his lordship, with such a limited 
discharge of his parole, could not enter into foreign service. 
He declared that it was not his lordship’s intention to re- 
turn to America, yet he would not accept the paper, unless 
the reservation was omitted. I did not choose to make the 
alteration, and so he left it not well pleased with me. 

This day, Tuesday, June 11th, I was at Versailles, and 
had a good deal of conversation with M. de Rayneval, se- 
cretary to the council. I shewed him the letter I had 
received, by Mr. Oswald,from lord Shelburne, and related 
all the consequent conversation I had with Mr. Oswald. 
I related to him also the conversation I had had with Mr. 
Grenville. We concluded that the reason of his courriers” 
not being returned, might be the formalities occasioning 
delay in passing the enabling bill. I went down with him 
to the cabinet of M. de Vergennes, where all was repeated 
and explained. That minister seemed now to be almost - 
persuaded, that the English court was sincere in its decla- 
rations of being desirous of peace... We spoke of all its 
attempts to separate us, and of the prudence of our being 
together and treating in concert. I made, one remark, 
that as they had shewn so strong a desire of disuniting us, 
by large offers to each particular power, plainly in the view 
of dealing more advantageously with the rest, and had re- | 
luctantly agreed to make a general treaty, it was possible 
that after making a peace with all, they might prick out 
one of us to make war with separately. Against which 
project I thought it would not be amiss if, before the trea- 
ties of peace were signed, we who were at war against 
England should enter into another treaty, engaging our- 
selves, that in such case we should again make it a com- 
mon cause, and renew the general war, which he seemed 
to approve of. He read lord Shelburne’s letter, relating 
to Mr. Walpole, said that gentleman had attempted to 
open a negociation through the marquis de Castries, who 
had told him he wa’ come to the wrong house, and should 
go to M. de Vergennes ; but he never appeared. That he 
was an intr! guer, knew many people about the court, and 
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was accustomed to manage his affairs by hidden, round. 
about ways; but, says he, when people have any thing to 
propose, that relates to my, employment, I think they should 
come directly to me; my cabinet is the place where such 
affairs are to be treated of. On the whole, he seemed rather 
pleased that Mr. Walpole had not come to him, appearing 
not to like him. I learnt that Mr. Jay had taken leave the 
7th passed, of the Spanish ministers, in order to come 
hither, so that he may be daily expected ; but I hear no- 
thing of Mr. Laurens or Mr. Adams. 

Wednesday, June 12, I visited Mr. Oswald this morn- 
ing, he said he had received the paper I had sent him, 
relating to the parole of lord Cornwallis, and had, by con- 
yersing with major Ross, convinced him of his error in 
refusing it. That he saw I had done every thing that 
could be fairly desired of me, and said every thing in the 
paper that could give weight to the temporary discharge, 
and tend to prevail with the congress to confirm and com- 
plete it. Major Ross coming in made an apology for not 
having accepted it at first, declared his perfect satisfaction 
with it, and said he-was sure lord Cornwallis would be 
very sensible of the favor. He then mentioned the custom 
among military people, that in discharging the parole of a 
general, that of his aids was discharged at the same time. 
f answered, that F was a stranger to the customs of the 
army ; that I had made the most of the authority I had for 
exchanging general Burgoyne, by extending it as a founda- 
tion for the exchange of lord Cornwallis ; but that I had no 
shadow of authority for going farther ; that-the marquis de 
la Fayette having been present when the parole was given, 
and one of the generals who received it, was I thought 
more competent to the discharge of it than myself, and I 
could do nothing in it. He went then to the marquis, who 
‘in the afternoon sent me the draft of a limited discharge 
which he should sign, but requested my. approbation of it. 
I made no difficulty, though I observed he had put into jt, 
that it was by my advice. He appears yery prudently 
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cautious of doing any thing that may seem assuming a 
power that he is not vested with. 

Friday the 14th, Mr. Boeris called again, wishing to 
know if Mr. Grenville’s courier was returned, and whether 
the treaty was likely to go on. I could give him no informa- 
tion. He told me that it was intended in Holland, in answer 
to the last Russian memorial, to say that they could not now 
entér into. a particular treaty with England: that they 
thought it more glorious for her imperial majesty to be 
the mediatrix in a general treaty, and wished her to name 
the place. I said to him, as you tell me that their high 
mightinesses are not well. satisfied with Russia, and had 
rather avoid her mediation, would it not be better to omit 
the proposition, at least, of her naming the place, especially 
as France, and England, and America, have already agreed 
to treat at Paris. He replied, it might be better ; but, says 
he, we have no politicians among us. I advised him then 
to write, and get that omitted, as I understood it would be 
a week before the answer was concluded on. He did not 
seem to think his writing would be of. much importance. 
I have observed that his colleague, Mr. Vanderpiene, has 
a greater opinion, by far, of his own influence and conse- 
quence. . 

Saturday, 15th instant, Mr. Oswald came out to break- 
fast with me. We afterwards took a walk in the garden, 
when he told me that Mr. Grenville’s courier returned last 
night, that he received by him a letter from Mrs. Oswald, 
but not a line from the ministry; nor had he heard a word 
from them since his arrival, nor had he heard of any news 
brought by the courier. That he should have gone to see 
Mr. Grenville this morning, but had omitted it, that gen- 
tleman being subject to morning headaches, which prevent- 

ed his rising so early. I said I supposed he would go to 
Versailles, and call on me on his return. We had a little 
farther discourse, having no new subject. 

Mr. Oswald left me about noon; and soon after Mx. 
SSrenville came, and acquainted me with the return of his 
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courier, and that he had brought the full powers : that he, 
Mr. G. had been at Versailles, and left a copy with M. de. 
Vergennes: that the instrument was in the same terms 
with the former, except that after the power to treat with 
the king of France, or his ministers, there was an addition 
of words, importing a power to treat with the ministers of 
any other prince or state, whom it might concern: that M. 
de Vergennes had at first objected to these general words, — 
as not being particular enough; but said, he would lay it 
before the king, and communicate it to the ministers of the 
belligerent powers, and that Mr. Grenville should hear from 
him on Monday. Mr. Grenville added, that he had fur-~ 
ther informed M. de Vergennes of his being now instructed 
to make a proposition, as a basis for the intended treaty, to 
wit, the peace of 1763. That the proposition intended to 
be made, under his first powers, not being then received, 
was now changed; and instead of proposing to allow the 
independence of America, on condition of England’s being 
put in the situation she was in at the peace of 1763, he was 
now authorised: to declare the independence of America, 
previous to the treaty, as. a voluntary act, and to propose 
separately as a basis, the treaty of °63. This also M. de- 
Vergennes underteok to lay before the king, and communi- 
cate to me. Mr. Grenville then_said to me, he hoped all 
difficulties were now removed, and that we might proceed 
in the good work. I asked him if the enabling bill was 
passed. He said no ; it had passed the commons, and had 
been once read in the house of lords, but was not yet com- 
pleted. I remarked, that the usual time approached for 
prorogation of parliament, and possibly this business might 
be omitted. He said, that there was no danger of that, the 
parliament would not rise this year till the middle of July. 
The India affairs had put back other business which must 
be done, and would require a prolongation of the session 
until that time. I then observed to him, that though we 
‘Americans considered ourselves as a distinct independent 
power or state; yet as the British government had always 
hitherto affected to consider us only as rebellious subjects, 
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and as the enabling act was not yet passed, I did not think 
it could be fairly supposed that his court intended, by the 
general words, any other province or state, to include a 
people whom they did not allow to be a state; and that 
therefore I doubted the sufficiency of his power as to treat- 
ing with America, though it might be good as to Spain and 
Holland. He replied, that he himself had no doubt of the 
sufficiency of his power, and was willing to act upon it. I 
then desired to have a copy of the power, which he accordingly 
promised me. He would have entered into conversation on 
the topic of reconciliation; but I chose still to wave it till I 
should find the negociation more certainly commenced : 
and I shewed him the London paper, containing the article 
above transcribed, that he might see how our conversations 
were misrepresented, and how hazardous it must be for 
me to make any propositions of the kind at present. He 
seemed to treat the newspaper lightly as of no consequence. 
ButI observed, that when he had finished the reading of the 
article, he turned to the beginning of the paper to see the 
date, which made me suspect that he doubted whither it might 
not have taken its rise from some of his letters. When he 
left me, I went to dine with M. de Chaumont, who had in- 
vited me to meet there Mr. Walpole at his request. We 
shook hands; it was near two years since we had seen 


each other. Then stepping aside, he thanked me for having ~ 


- communicated to him lord Shelburne’s letter to Mr. Oswald ; 
thought it odd that Mr. O. himself had not spoke to him 
about it; said he had received a letter from Mr. Fox upon 
the affair of St. Eustatia, in which there were some general 
words expressing a desire of peace; that he had mentioned 
this to M. le marquis de Castries, who had refered him to 
M. de Vergennes, but he did not think it a sufficient autho- 
rity for him to go to that minister. It was known that he had 
business with the minister of the marine on the other affair, 


and therefore his going to him was not taken notice of ; 


but if he had gone to M. de Vergennes, minister of foreign 


affairs, it would have occasioned speculation, and much dis- 


course; that he had therefore avoided it till he should be 
\ 
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authorised, and had written accordingly to Mr. Fox, but 
that in the mean time Mr: Oswald had been chosen, on the 
supposition that he (Mr. Walpole) and I were at variance: 
He spoke of Mr. Oswald as an odd kind of aman; but that 
sndeed his nation were generally odd people, &c. We dined 
pleasantly together with the family, and parted agreeably, 
without entering into any particulars of the business. Count: 
D’Estaing was at this dinner, and I met him again at — 
Madame Brillon’s. 

There is at present, among the people much censuré 
of count de Grasse’s conduct, and a general wish that count 
D’Estaing had the command in America. I avoided med- 
dling or even speaking on the subject, as improper for me, 
though I much esteem that commander. 

Sunday 16th, I heard nothing from Versailles ; I received 
a letter from Mr. Adams, acquainting me that he had 
drawn upon me for a quarter’s salary, which he hoped 
would be the last, as he now found himself in a way of 
getting some money there, though not much. But he says 
not a word in answer to my late letters on public affairs, nor 
have I had any line from Mr. Laurens, which I wonder at. 
I received also a letter from Mr. Carmichael, dated June 
5th, at Madrid. He speaks of Mr. Jay being on his jour- 
ney, and supposes he would be with me before that letter, 
so that I may expect him daily. We have taken lodging 
for him at Paris. | 

Monday 17th, I received a letter from Mr. Hodgson, — 
acquainting me that the American prisoners at Portsmouth, 
to the number of 330, were all embarked on board the 
transports ; that each had received twenty shillings worth 
of necessaries atthe expense of government, and went on 
board in good humour. That contrary winds have pre- 
vented the transports arriving in time at Plymouth; but that 
the whole number was there, of our own people, amounting 
to 700, which with those arrived from Ireland, would soon 
be on their way home. In the evening the marquis de la 
Fayette came to see me, and said he had seen M. de Ver- 
gennes, who was satisfied with Mr. Grenville’s powers. 
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“He asked’ me what I thought of them, and I told him what 
sI had said to Mr. Grenville, of the imperfection with re- 
spect to us. He agreed in opinion with me: I let him 
know that I proposed waiting on M. de Vergennes to-mor- 
row. He said he had signed the paper relating to major 
Ross’s parole, and hoped congress would not take it amiss ; 
and added, that in conversation with the major, he had 
asked him why England was so backward to make propo- 
sitions? ‘ We are afraid,’ says the major, ‘ of offering you 
more than you expect or desire.’ I find myself in some 
perplexity with regard to these two negociators. Mr. Os- 
wald appears to have been the choice of lord Shelburne, 
Mr. Grenville that of Mr. secretary Fox. Lord Shelburne 
is said to have lately acquired much of the. king’s confi- 
dence: Mr. Fox calls himself the minister of the people ; 
and. it is certain, that his popularity is lately much increas- 
ed. Lord Shelburne seems to wish to have the management 
of the treaty; Mr. Fox seems to think it in his department. 
I hear that the understanding between these ministers is 
‘hot quite perfect. Mr. Grenville is clear, and seems to 
feel reason as readily as Mr. O. though not so readily to 
own it; Mr. Oswald appears quite plain and sincere. I 
sometimes a little doubt Mr. Grenville and Mr. Oswald. 


The old man seems to have now no other desire, but that of 


being useful in doing good. Mr. Grenville, a young man, 
naturally desirous of acquiring’ reputation, seems to aim 
at that of being an able negociator: Oswald does not solicit 
to have any share in the business, but submitting the mat- 
ter to lord S. and me, expresses only his willingness to serve, 
if we think he may be useful; and is equally willing to be 
excused, if we judge there is no occasion for him. Gren- 
ville seems to think the whole negociation committed to 
him, and to have no idea of Oswald’s being concerned in 
it; and is therefore willing to extend the expressions in his 
commission, so as to make them comprehend America, 
and this beyond what I think they will bear. I imagine 
we might go on very well with either of them, though I 
should rather prefer Oswald, but I apprehend difficulties, 
Oo 
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if they are both employed, especially if there is any mis- | 


understanding between their principals. Imust, however,, 


write to lord S. proposing something in consequence of his 


offer of vesting Mr. Oswald with any commission that gen- — 


tleman and I should think proper. 


Tuesday the isth, I found myself much indisposed with — 


a sudden and violent: cold, attended with a feverishness . 


and head-ache, I imagined it to be an effect of the influenza, 


> =| 


a disorder now’ raging in various parts of Europe. This — 


prevented my going to Versailles. 


Thursday 20th, weather excessively hot, and my disor- f 
der continues but is lessened, the head-ache having left me. © 


Lam however yet able to go to Versailles. 


Friday 21st. I received the following note from the 


marquis de la Fayette. 
“ Versailles, Thursday morning, Fune 20, 1782. 


“ My DeEaR SIR, 3 
« AGREEABLE to your desire, I have waited on 


count de Vergennes, and said to him what I had in com- 


mand from your excellency. He intends taking the king’s 
orders this morning, and expects he will be able to propose 
Mr. Grenville a meeting for to-morrow ; when he will have 
time to explain himself respecting France and her allies, 
that he may make an official communication both to the 
king and the allied ministers ; what count de Vergennes can 
‘make out of’ this conversation will be communicated by 
him to your excellency, in case you are able tocome. In 
the other case I shall wait upon you to-morrow evening 
with every information I can collect. | 
I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, &c. cust 
LA FAYETTE.” - 
In the evening the marquis called on me, and. acquainted 
. me, that Mr. Grenville had been with count de Vergennes, 
but could not inform me what had passed. 3 s 
Saturday, 22d. Messieurs Oswald and Whiteford came 
and breakfasted with me. Mr. O. had received two letters. 
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or instructions: I told him I would write to lord Shelburne 


respecting him, and call on him on Monday morning to 
breakfast, and show him what I proposed to write, that it 
might receive such alterations as he might judge proper. 
Sunday 23d. In the afternoon Mr: Jay arrived, to my 
great satisfaction. I proposed going with him the next 


-morning to Versailles, and presenting him to Vergennes. 
He informed me that the Spanish minister had been- much 


struck with the news from England, respecting the resolu- 
tions of parliament to discontinue the war in America, &c. 
and. that they had since been extremely. civil to him, and 
he understood intended to send instructions to their am- 
bassador at this court to’ make the long-talked-of treaty’ 
with him here. 
Monday 24th. Wrote a note of excuse to Mr. Oswald, 
promising to wait on him on Wednesday, and went with Mr. 
Jay to Versailles. M. de Vergennes acquainted us, that he 
had given to Mr. Grenville the answer to his propositions, 
who had immediately dispatched it to his court. He read 
it to us, and I shall endeavor to obtain a copy of it. M. 


de Vergennes informed us that a frigate was about to be 


dispatched for America, by which we might write ; and 


that the courier, who was to carry down the dispatches, 
would set off on Wednesday morning. We concluded to 
omit coming to court on Tuesday, in order to prepare our 
letters. MM. de Vergennes appeared to have some doubts 


about the sincerity of the British court, and the bon foi of 


Mr. Grenville; but said the return of Mr. J’s. courier 


might give light. I wrote the following letters* to Mr. 
- Secretary Livingston and Mr. Morris. 


Wednesday 26th. I sent away my letters, and went to 
see Mr. Oswald. I shewed him the draft of a letter I 
had addressed to him, instead of Lord S. respecting the 
commission or public character he might hereafter be vest- 
ed with. This draft was founded on Lord Shelburne’s 


; memorandum, which Mr. Oswald had shewn to me ; and 
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this letter was intended to be communicated by him to Lord 

Shelburne. Mr. Oswald liked the mode, but rather chose 
that no mention should be made of his having shewed me 
Lord S’s memorandum, though he thought they were given 
him for that purpose. I struck that part out, and new-mo- 
delled the letter which I sent him next day as follows— 


“ To R. Oswald, Esq. 


“ Passy, Fune , 1782.5 
“SiR, 


“© THE opinion I have of your candor, probity, good un- ~ 
derstanding, and good-will to both countries, made me hope ~ 


that you would have been vested with the character of ple- 


nipotentiary, to treat with those from America. When 


Mr. Grenville produced his first commission, which was 
only to treat with France, I did imagine that the other, to 
treat with us, was reserved for you, and kept back only till 
the enacting clause should be passed. Mr. Grenville has 
demanded a second commission, which, as he informs me, 
has additional words, empowering him to treat with the 
ministers of any other prince or state whom it may concern 
—and he seems to understand that those general words 
comprehended the United States of America. _There may 
be no doubt that they comprehend Spain and Holland ; but 
as there exist various public acts, by which the govern- 
ment of Britain denies us to be states, and none in which 
they acknowlege us to be such; it seems hardly clear, 
that we should be intended at the time that commission was 
given, the enabling act not being then passed. So that 
though I can have no objection to Mr. Grenville, nor a right 
to make it if I had any; vet, as your long residence in 
America has given youa knowledge of that country, its peo- 


ple, circumstances, &c. which, added to your experience in. 


business, may be useful to both sides in facilitating and ex- 


ts 


pediting the negociations, I cannot but hope that it is still _ 


intended to vest you with the character above-mentioned, 

respecting the treaty with America, either separately, or in 

conjunction with Mr. Grenville, as to the wisdom of your 
yen ie 
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“ministers may seem best. Be it as it may, I beg you to ac- 

cept this line as a testimony of the sincere esteem and re- 

spect with which, &c. | 
| | B. FRANKLIN.” 


‘ 


Friday, 28th June, M. de Rayneval called on me, and ac- 
quainted me that the ministers had received intelligence 
from England, that besides the orders given to Géneral 
Carleton, to propose terms of re-union to America, artful 
emissariesy were sent over to go through the country and 
stir up the people to call on the Congress to accept those 
‘terms, they being similar to those settling with Ireland. 
That it would therefore be well for Mr. Jay and me to 
unite and caution Congress against these practices. He 
said M. de Vergennes wished to know what I had writ- 
ten respecting the negociation, as it would be well for us 
to hold pretty near the same language. I told him I did 
not apprehend the least danger that such emissaries. would 
meet with success, or that the Congress would make any 
treaty with General Carleton ; that I would, however, write 
as he desired, and Mr. Jay coming in promised the same. 
He said the courier would go to-morrow. I accordingly 
wrote the following letter to Mr. Secretary Livingston. 

M. de Rayneval (who is secretary to the council of 
state) calling again in the evening, I gave him copies of the 
three preceding letters to peruse and shew to M. de Ver- 
gennes, to convince him we had no underhand dealings 
there. I own I had at the same time another view in it, 
which was that they should see I had been ordered to de- 
mand further aids, and had forborne to make the demands, 
with my reasons, hoping that if they possibly could help 
-us to some money, they might be induced to do it. [had 

y It appears from the journal of Mr. Jay, that the afterwards much celé- 
brated Sir William Jones, was considered as engaged by the British government 
to proceed to America, for the purposes here expressed; and had proceeded on 


his way to Paris, where’ he tarried a short time ; but was recalled and the 
. project abandoned. | 


Pui. Epiror. 
% This paper does not appear. 
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never made any visit to the count d’Aranda, the Spanish _ 
ambassador, for reasons before mentioned. M. de Ray- 
neval told Mr. Jay and me this morning, that it would be 
well for us to wait on him; and he had authority to assure ~ 
us we should be well received) We accordingly concluded : 
to wait on his éxcellency the next morning. | 
Saturday, June 29th. We went together to the Spanish ~ 
ambassadors, who received us with great civility and po- 
liteness. He spoke with Mr. Jay on the subject of the 
treaty they were to make together, and mentioned, in ge-— 
neral, as a principle, that the two powers should consider 
each other’s. conveniency, and accommodate and compen: © 
sate each other as well as they could. ‘That an exact com- 
pensation might perhaps not be possible ; but should be ap- 
proached asnearly as the nature of things wouldadmit. Thus, 
sayshe, ‘if there isa certain thing which would be convenient 
to each of us, but more convenient to one than to the other, 
it should be given to the one to whom it would be the most 
convenient, and compensation be made by giving another 
thing to the other for the same reason.’ I suppose he had 
in view something relating to boundaries or territories, be- 
cause he added, ¢ we will sit down together with maps in our 
hands, and by that means shall see our way more clearly.’ 
I learnt from him, that the expedition against Providence 
had failed, but no advice was yet received of its success. 
At our going out he took pains himself to open the folding 
doors for us, which is a high compliment here, and told. 
‘tis he would return our visit ( rendre son devoir_) and then 
fix a day with us for dining with him. I dined with Mr. 
Jay and a company of Americans at his lodgings. 


Sunday, July 1. Mr. Grenville called on me. 


[End of, Dr. Franklin’s journal. 
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NO part of the diplomatic correspondence contained in this volume, 
has been before published. The first part of the correspondence, begin- 
ning with page 1, and ending with page 202; and the journal of Dr. 
Franklin from page 202 to page 303, have been derived from two different 
‘sources, and the copies compared word for word with each other. 

The illness of Dr, Franklin, noticed in page 298, under date 18th and 20th 
Juné, and in the subsequent correspondence, closed his journal on the first 
of July 1782. Mr. Adams and Mr. Jay had previously arrived, and in time to 
share in‘the arduous and momentous duties of the mission; each continued 
a journal down to the establishment of the peace of 1783. As the journals 
of these respectable citizens, do not properly belong to the works of Dr. 
Franklin, however closely interwoven with the history of the sage, and 
the great events in which they were concerned, they are omitted here ; 
but are both in the possession of the Editor, and will at a day not very 

remote be offered along with other important historical matter to the 
Familia. 

That part of the diplomatic correspondence which follows, is uatived 
from a third source, unconnected withthe two preceding, but no less 
obviously authentic. Many of the articles of the correspondence may 
not possess intrinsic importance; but connected with the history of 
the eyents to which they appertain, they fix dates, unfold the true features 
of eyents as they arose, and throw the best lights on the characters of the 
actors, and display the spirit with which the delegates of a new nation 
conducted themselves among the courts and courtiers of Europe. 

A few articles, are necessarily introduced, which illustrate cotempo- 
aneous events and correspondence. The passport to captain Cook on his 
tour of circumnavigation, from its original character, and the eclat which 
it produced for America in Europe, merits ee 4 tam and properly be- 
longs to the diplomatic period. ie 

In like manner the article on paper credit, which was f ayritiens printed, 

and circulated at Paris, belongs to. the same period. The effort of Dr. Jebb 
_to bring about a federal union with Great Britain in 1780, is also remark- 
“able and eurious, and it is printed from the original, which is in the Phila- 
“delphia editor’s possession. A few other smaller articles, as some letters of 
Mr. Adams, one of capt. J.*Paul Jones, and one or two of W.T. Franklin, 
throw some beams of light on other parts of the correspondence, and on 
the history for which this volume furnishes for the first time important and 
authentic materials. 


ar 
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DIPLOMATIC 
_ MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE. 


To Mr, Dumas. 


Passy, Fan. 27, 1780. 
Dear SiR, 

I RECEIVED yours of the 10th instant. I shall be 
glad to learn how the taking of the Dutch ships has been — 
accommodated. We have yet no news. of the Alliance; 
but suppose she is cruizing. We are more in pain for the 
Confederacy, which sailed the 28th October from the Capes 
of Delaware. There is some hope that she went to Charles- — 
ton to take in Mr. Laurens; for some passengers arrived 
in France who left Philadelphia several weeks after her 
sailing, say, that it was a general opinion she would call 
there before she departed for Europe. If this was not the | 
case, we fear she must be lost, and the loss will be a very — 
severe one. ; 

I send you inclosed a translation of a letter, that I think 
I sent you the original of before. Perhaps it may serve 
our Leyden friend. 

I am sorry you have any difference with the ambassador, | 
and wish you to accommodate it as soon as possible. De- 
pend upon it that no one ever knew from me that you had j 
spoken or written against any person. There is one con- 7 
cerning whom I think you sometimes receive erroneous in- | 
formation. In one particular, | know you were misin- | 
formed, that of his sellmg us arms at an enormous ed 
the truth is we never bought any of him. 


I am ever with great esteem, dear Sir, 


Your most obedient humble Servant, 
B. FRANKLIN. 


$. 
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’ Zo the Same. 
Dear Sir, Passy, March 29, 1780. 
IT is some time since I have written to you, having 
nothing material to communicate: but I received duly your 
several letters of Feb. 1, 18,25; March 2, 11, 13, 17, and 
23, and thank you for the intelligence they contain. The last 
this minute come to hand, and I shall answer it separately. 
I pray youtoassue ME LX O P'B NL Z P 
A A P C of my respect, and that it was only on one 
packet for him that I put my name, when I thought to have 
sent it by a friend. The baseness of the post-office in open- 
ing it, surprisesme. ‘No other letter for him has since past 
through my hands. If any others come to me for him, f 
shall send them under cover to you. 
The suite you mentioned is not a North American, but a 
West Indian; i.e. anative of one of the English sugar isl- 
ands. 17 is not 21 0f196. X.P. acts only for 824 Ca. 
I forwarded your letter to captain Jones. I do not know 
which of his English pilots it was that is mentioned in yours 
to the 647. I know he has been generous to an excess 
with them. Explain to me, if you please, the fact that 
is the subject of that letter, and who Mr. Gordon is. 
I am curious to know what the States will do about the 
confiscation of the goods taken in Byland’s convoy. 
I received your large packets. ‘That for captain Jones 
shall be carefully sent him. I thank you for the philoso- 
_phical pieces, which I will read attentively as soon as I have 
a little time. The original acts of confederation are very 
curious, and will be acceptable to congress. Please to pres 
sent my thanks to Mr. Enschédé for his curious specimen of 
“eharacters ; and request him to send me the price of the fol- | 
Bovine articles by the pound weight, and what is the pros | 
es: between the Holland and the English pound weight. 

Nonparel (Fr. Mignonne) Romein and Curef. 

Caractere de Finance. 

Debbelde Descendiaan Geschreeven Schrift. . 

‘Debbelde Gamond Geschreeven Schrift. 

Descendiaan Duits, No. I. 


Garmont Duits.—Brevier Duits, 
Bp B. FRANKLIN. 


Rl 
> 
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To the Same. 


Passy, March 29, 1780. 

Dear Sir, 7 | 
I DID receive the letter you mentioned to have enclosed 
~ for Mr. Carmichael, in yours of the 25th February. Thad 
before received a letter from him dated at Cadiz, acquaint- 
ing me that he was just setting out for Madrid, and desiring 
I would send him a credit there for 200 louis. Mr. F. 
Grande our banker here, had undertaken to do this with 
his correspondent, a banker there. I not knowing how to 
address your letter to Mr. Carmichael at Madrid ; sent 
it to Mr. Grand’s to be put under his cover to his banker, 
who might deliver it to Mr. Carmichael, as he would ne- 
cessarily find out his lodging to acquaint him with the credit. 

The day after Sir George Grand was gone for Holland 
his brother came to me, and expressing a great deal of con- 
cern and vexation, told me, that Sir George seeing that let- 
ter on his desk, said this superscription is M. Dumas’s hand- 
writing ; and some time afterwards came to him with the 
letter in his hand open, saying, this letter is full of ingrati- 
tude, (or some words to that purpose) and I will carry it to 
Holland and show it to the ambassador ; and that he had 
accordingly carried it away with him, notwithstanding all 
that was or could be said to the contrary. That it gave him 
infinite pain to acquaint me with this action of his brother, 
but he thought it right I should know the truth, I did not 
mention this to you before, hoping that upon reflection, Sir 
George would not shew the letter to the ambassador, but 
seal it up again and send it forward ; and I was desirous to 
avoid increasing the misunderstanding between you and Sir 
G. But as I understood by yours to M. Boudoin, that he 
has actually done it, I see no reason to keep it longer 
a secret from you.——If I had known it to be a letter of con- 
sequence, I should nevertheless have taken the same me- 
thod of forwarding it, not having the least suspicion that 
any person in that house would have taken so unwarrantable 
aliberty with it. But lam now exceedingly sorry that I did 
nat rather :send it to the Spanish ambassador’s. Let me 


PA 
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-know in your next what you may think proper to commu- 
nicate to me of the contents of it. 
I am, with great regard, dear Sir, ie: 
B. FRANKLIN. 
* 


7 Passy, March 30, 1780. 

; Dear Sir, 

I WROTE to you yecterdow, relating to ihe affair of 
your letter to Mr. Carmichael, that you might know exactly 
the truth of the transaction. On reflection I think it pro- 
per to’add, that what I wrote was for vour satisfaction only ; 
and that as the making it public would give infinite pain 
to a very worthy man, Mr. F.»Grand who would then ap- 
pear in the light of délateur de son frére; and it can serve 
no other purpose but that of vengeance on Sir George, 
and be of no advantage to you, I must insist on your ge- 
nerosity 1n keeping it a secret to yourself.—TIn this you will 
also very much oblige me, who would by no means have my 
name publicly mentioned on this occasion ; and I depend on 
your compliance. | 


With great EStoc els &e, 
B. FRANKLIN. 


Passy, April 23, 1780. 
Dear Sir, 


ft AM much pleased with the account you give me of 
‘the disposition with which the proposals from the empress 
_of Russia have been received, and desire to be informed, 
from time to time; of the progress of that interesting busi- 
hess. 
- I shall be glad to hear of your reconciliation with the 
‘ambassador because a continuance of your difference will 
Ese extremely inconvenient. Permit me to tell you frankly, 
what I formerly hinted to you, that I apprehend you suffer 

_ yourself too easily to be led into personal prejudices by i ine 
terested people, who would engross all our confidence to 
themselves. From this source have arisen, I imagine, the 
charges and suspicions you have insinuated to me against 


298 DIPLOMATIC. May, 


several who have always declared a friendship for us, in 
Holland. It is right that you should have an opportunity 
of giving the carte du pais to Mr. Laurens, when he ar- 
rives in Holland. But if, in order to serve your particular — 
| friends, you fill his head with these prejudices, you. will 
hurt him and them, and perhaps yourself. ‘There does not 
appear to me the least probability, in your supposition, that 
the ambassador is an enemy to America. 

Here has been with me a gentleman from Holland, who 
was charged, as he said, with a verbal commission from 
divers cities, to enquire whether it was true that Amsterdam 
had, as they heard, made a treaty of commerce with the 
United States, and to express, in that case, their willing- 
ness to enter into a similar treaty. Do you know any thing 
of this? What is become, or likely to become, of the plan 
of a treaty, formerly under consideration? By a letter from 
Middlebourg, to which the enclosed is an answer, a cargo 
seized and sent to America, as English property, is reclaim- 
ed, partly on the supposition that freeships make free goods. 
They ought to do so between England and Holland, because 
there is atreaty which stipulates it; but there being yet no 
treaty between Holland and America to that purpose, I ap- 
prehend that the goods being declared by the captain to be 
English, a neutral ship_will not protect them, the law of 
nations governing in this case, as it did before the treaty 
aboye mentioned. Tell me if you please your opinion. 

I am ever, dear Sir, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


Mr. Hise to M Dumas. ae 
Paris, Hotel de Valois, Rue de Richelieu, 
May at 1780. 
SiR, 
HIS E xcellency Dr. Franklin lent me the enclosed eter 
from sir Henry Clinton to lord George Germaine, upon 
condition, that I would send a copy of it to you.—A pri- 
vateer from Boston, had the good fortune to take the packet, 
bound to London, and the mails, in which, among others, 
this letter was found. It was sent from Boston to Philadel. ! 
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~phia, and there published in a newspaper of the gth of 
‘April. One of these papers arrived, within a few days, at 
L’Orient, in a vessel from Philadelphia. ; 

Itis a pity but it should be published in every news- 
paper in the world, in an opposite column to a late speech 
of lord George Germaine in the house of commons, as his 
document in support of his assertions. 

I have the honor tobe, with great respect, &c. 


JOHN ADAMS, 


Se 


To M. Dumas. 


Passy, Fune 5, 1780. 
Dear Srp, 


THE gentleman whose name you wished to know, in one 
of your late letters, is J. Westhuysen, échévin et conseiller 
de la Ville de Harlem. I shall probably send an order 
to that place for some of the types, of which you have sent 
me the prices, before I leave Europe. think them very 
good and not dear. | 

A Dutch ship belonging to Messrs: Little, Dale, and Co. 
of Rotterdam, being brought into France as having an Eng- 
lish cargo on board, I have followed your Opinion with re- 
gard to the condemnation of the cargo, which I think the 
more right, as the English have in the West Indies confs.- 
cated several of our cargoes foundin Dutch ships. But to 
shew respect to the declaration of the empress of Russia, I 
have written to the owners of our privateers, a letter of 
which I enclose a copy, together with a copy of the judg. 
ment, for your use, if you hear of any complaint. I ap- 
prove much of the principles of the confederacy of the 

neutral powers, and am not only for respecting the ships as 
the house of a friend,. though containing the goods of an’ 
enemy, but I even wish for the sake of humanity, that the 
law of nations may be farther improved, by determining 
that even in time of war, all those kinds of people who are 
‘employed in procuring subsistence for the species, or in ex- 
changing the necessaries or conveniences of life, which is 
for the common benefit of mankind ; such as husbandmen 
q n their lands, fishermen in their barques, and traders in 
unarmed vessels, shall be permitted to prosecute their se- 


; 
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veral innocent and useful employments without interrup- | 
tion or molestation, and nothing taken from them, even — 
when wanted by an enemy, but on paying a fair price for 9 


the same. ; 


‘I think you have done well to print the letter of Clinton; ~ 
for though I have myself had suspicions whether some parts te 
of it were really written by him, yet I have no doubt of the © 
facts stated, and think the piece valuable, as giving a true © 
account of the state of British and American affairs in that ‘ 
quarter. On the whole, it has the appearance of a letter — 
written by a general who did not approve of the expedition 4 
he was sent upon,—who had no opinion of the judgment of | 


those who drew up his -nstructions,—who had observed that 


preceding commanders, Gage, Burgoyne, Keppel, and the’ 
Howes, had all been censured. by the ministers for having — 


unsuccessfully attempted to execute injudicious imstruc- = 
tions with unequal force,—-and he therefore wrote such alet- = 
ter, not merely to give the ‘nformation contained in it, but: 
to be produced in his vindication, when he might be recal-_ 
led, and his want of success charged upon him as a crime ; 


though, in truth, owing to the folly of the ministers who had 


ordered him on. impracticable projects, and persisted in 
them notwithstanding his faithful informations, without fur-— 


nishing the necessary number of troops he had demanded. 
In this view much of the letter may be accounted for, 


without supposing it fictitious ; and therefore if not genu- 


ine it is ingeniously written : But you will easily conceive, 


that if the state of public facts it contains, were known in 


America to be false, such a publication there would have 
been absurd, and of no possible use to the cause of the coun- 
try. Thave written to Mr. Neufville concerning the bills 
you mention. I have no orders or advice about them, know 
nothing of them, and therefore cannot prudently meddle 
with them; especially as the funds in my power are not 
“more than sufficient to answer the congress bills for inte- 
rest, and other inevitable demands. He desired to know 
whether I would engage to reimburse him if he should ac- 
cept and pay them; but as I know not the amount of them. 


I cannot enter into any such engagement: for though, 1 
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they are genuine congress bills, I am persuaded all possible 
- care will be taken by congress to provide for their punctual 
payment, yet there are so many accidents by which remit- 
tances are delayed or intercepted in the time of war, that I 
dare not hazard for these new bills, the possibility of being 
rendered unable to pay the others. | 
With great esteem Iam, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 
P.S. I cannot prescribe, as you desire, any thing re- 
lating to your affair with 62. Your own judgment ought 
to guide you. I shall be careful to furnish you early with 
any good news we may.receive. If the 732 cannot be im- 
mediately made, it may with prudence come on by degrees. 
(The copy of the judgment will be sent by next post.) 


COPY OF THE JUDGMENT. 


To Messrs. the Fudges of the Admiralty at Cherbourg. 
Passy, May 16th, 1780. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I HAVE received the procés verbaux, and other papers 
you did me the honor to send me, agreeable'to the 11th ar- 
ticle of the regulation of the 27th September, 1778. .These 
pieces relate to the taking of the ship Flora, whereof was 
captain Henry Roodenberg, bound from Rotterdam to Dub- 
lin, and arrived at Cherbourg in France, being taken the 
7th day of April by captain Dowlin, commander of the 
American privateer the Black Prince. 

It appears to me from the above Strona es that 
the said ship Flora is not a good prize, the same belonging 
to the subjects of a neutral nation: but that the cargo is 
really the property of the subjects of the king of England, 
though attempted to be masqued as neutral. I do. there- 
fore request that after the cargo shall be landed, you would 

cause the said ship Flora to be immediately restored to her 
captain, and that you would oblige the captors to pay him 
his full freight, according to his bills of lading, and also to 
make good all the damages he may have sustained by plun- 
der or otherwise ; and I farther request, that as the cargo 


) fi 
. 
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is perishable, you would cause it to be sold immediately, 
and retain the produce deposited in your hands, to the 
end that if any of the freighters, being subjects of their high - 
mightinesses the states-generals, will declare, upon.oath, that 
certain parts of the said cargo were bona fide shipped on 
their own account and risque, and not on the account and 
risque of any British or Irish subjects, the value of such | 
parts may be restored : or, that if the freighters, or any of 
them, should think fit to appeal from this judgment to the 
congress, the produce so deposited may be disposed of ac- 
cording to their final determination. setae 
I have the honor to be, &c. a: a 
B. FRANKLIN, oT 
Minister Plenipoteniary for the U.S. at the C. of Fig 


To an Agent of American Cruisers. — 4 
Passy, May 30, 1780. 
SIR, . 

IN my last, of the 27th instant, I omitted one thing I 
had intended, viz. to desire you would give absolute or- i 
ders to your cruisers not to bring any more Dutch vessels, ~ 
though charged with enemies goods, unless contraband. ( 
All the neutral states of Europe seem at present disposed if 
to change what had before been deemed the law of nations, — 
to wit: that an enemy’s property may be taken wherever ; 
found ; and to establish a rule that free ships shall make ’ 
free goods. This rule is itself so reasonable, and of a na- ‘ 
ture to be so beneficial to mankind, that I cannot but wish | 
it may become general. And I make no doubt but that the 
congress will agree to it in as full an extent as France and 
Spain. In the mean time, and until I have received their q 
orders on the subject, it is my intention to condemn no more } 
English goods found in Dutch vessels, unless contraband ; — 
of which I thought it right to give you this previous no- ‘ 
tice; that you may avoid the trouble and expense likely to 
arise from such captures, and from the detention of them — 
for adecision. With great regard, and best wishes for the q 

. 


success of your enterprise. : 4 


I have the honor to be, RCo 
B. FRANKLIN. 
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Mr. Adams to M. Dumas. 


Paris, Hotel de Valois, Rue de Richelieu, 


Fune 6, 1780. 
SiR, 


I THANK you for your letter in answer to mine of 21st 
May, and for your kind congratulations on my arrival here. 

Mr. Brown, with whom you took your walks in the neigh- 
borhood of Paris, has been gone from hence, some weeks, 
on his way hence. I should have had much pleasure, if I 
had been one of the party. I have rambled, in most of the 
scenes round this city, and find them very pleasant, but 
much more indebted to art than to nature.—Philadelphia, in 
the purlieus of which, as well as these of Baltimore, and York 
Town, I have often sought health and pleasure, in the same 
way, in company with our venerable secretary Charles 
Thompson, will, in future times, when the arts shall have 
tablished their empire in the new world, present scenes much 
more striking. But Boston, above all, around which I have 
much oftener wandered, in company with another venerable 
character, little known in Europe, but to whose virtues and 
public merit in the cause of mankind, history will do jus- 
tice, will one day exhibit scenes of grandeur and beauty, su- 
perior to any other place I have ever yet seen. 

The letter of general Clinton, when I transmitted it to you, 
was not suspected to be an imposition.—There are some cir- 
cumstances, which are sufficient to raise a question; but I 
think none of them are conclusive ; and, upon the whole, I 
have little doubt of its authenticity.—I shall be much mor- 
tified if it proves a fiction—not on account of the import- 
ance of the letter, but the stain that a practice so disengenu- 
ous will bring upon America.—When I first left’ America, 
such a fiction, with all its ingenuity, would have ruined the 
reputation of the author of it if discovered, and I think 
that both he and the printer would have been punished.— 
With all the freedom of our presses, I really think that not 
only the government but the populace would have resented 
it.—I have had opportunities of an extensive acquaintance 
with Americans, and I must say, in justice to my country- 
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men,that I know not a man whom I think capable of a forgery 
at once’so able and so base.—Truth is indeed respected in . 
America, and.so gross an affront to her I hope will not, and 
I hope cannot, go unpunished. Bet 

Whether it is genuine or not, I have no doubt of the 
truth of the facts, in general—and I have reason to belieyve,. 
that if the secret correspondences of Bernard, Hutchinson, 
Gage, Howe, and Clinton, could all be brought to light, the 
world would be equally susprised at the whole thread of it.) 
The British administration and their servants have carried 
on from the beginning a system of duplicity in the. con- 
duct of American affairs, that will appear horrible to the 
public whenever it shall be known. i 

You have seen admiral Rodney’s account of the battle of 

the 17th of April.—The sceptre of the ocean is not to be 
maintained by such actions as this, or by Byrons and Keppels. 
They must make themselves more terrible upon the ocean 
to preserve its dominion.—Their empire is founded only in 
fear—for no nation loves it. 


/ 


We have no other news. 


~ have the honor to be, with much respect, &e. 


JOHN ADAMS. 


Dr. Franklin to M. Dumas. 


Passy, Fune 22, 1780. 
DEAR Sir, 


I RECEIVED duly yours of May 23d, June 2, 6, 8, 
and 15.—Inclosed you have a letter for the gentleman you 
recommend to me. He seems to be a man of abilities. 

The words before I leave Europe, had no relation to my 
particular immediate intention, but to the general one I 
flatter myself with, of being able to return and spend there 
the small remains of life that are left me. 

Ihave written distinctly to Messrs. de Neufville con- 
cerning those bills.—-I hear that 484 was at Newbern the 
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12th of April, and soon to sail from thence, or from ‘Vir- 
ginia for France. Probably he might not sail in some weeks 
after, as vessels are often longer in fitting out than was ex+ 
pected. Ifit is the Pier Roderique, a 50 gun ship, that he 
comes in, I have just heard that she ‘would not sail till the 
middle of May. GREE | 
- Herewith you have the judgment relating to the Flora, 
which I thought had been sent before. The mischiefs done 
by the mob in London are astonishing! They were, I heard, 
within an ace of destroying the bank, with all the books re- 
lating to the funds, which would have created infinite con- 
fusion. 
I am grieved at the loss of Charleston. Let me hope 
soon to hear better news from the operations of the French 
and Spanish forces gone to America. 


With great esteem I am ever, &c. 
| B. FRANKLIN. 


To the same. 
Passy, Fune 22, 1780. 
DEAR SIR, | 

AS the English do not allow that we can make legal 
prizes, they certainly cannot detain the Dutch ships the 
Berkenloos, on pretence that it was become American pro- 
perty before they took it. For the rest, there is no doubt 
but the congress will do what shall appear to be just, ona 
proper representation of facts laid before them, which the 
owners should appoint some person in America to do. 
Those gentlemen, may depend on my rendering them every 

service in my power. 

With great esteem, I am dear Sir, &c. 

B. FRANKLIN. 


To the same. 
Passy, fuly 26, 1780. 
Dear Sir, ) 
LT WROTE to Messrs. de Neufville by the last post, in 
answer to theirs of the 14th. J hope they received my let- 


a a 
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ter. It signified that I could accept the bills drawn on Mr. 
Laurens. I find, by a vote of congress, on the 4th of March, 
that they then stopt drawing, and I am informed no more 
bills have been issued since. I could not relish those gen- 
tlemen’s proposal of mortgaging all our estates, for the little 
money Holland is likely to lend us. But I am obliged to 
them for their zeal in our cause. 

I received and thank you for the protest relating to the 
election of the coadjutor. You seem to be too much af. 
fected with the taking of Charleston. It is so far a da- 
mage to us, as it will enable the enemy to exchange a great 
part of the prisoners we had in our hands, otherwise their 
affairs will not be much advanced by it. They have suc- 
cessively been in possession of the capitals of five provinces, 
viz. Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, New 
York, and Georgia; but were not therefore in possession of 
the provinces themselves. New York and Georgia still 
continue their operations as free states; and so I suppose 
will South Carolina. The cannon will be recovered with 
the place ; if not, our furnaces are constantly at work in 
making more. The destroying of our ships by the English 
is only like shaving our beards, which will grow again. Their 
loss of provinces is like the loss of a limb, which can never 
again be united to their body. _ I was sorry to hear of your 
indisposition. Take care of yourself, Honey is a good 
thing for obstructions in the reins. I hope your health is 
by this time re-established. : 

Iam less committed than you imagine in the affair be-. 
tween Jones and Landais. The latter was not disposses- 
sed by me of his command, but quitted it. He afterwards 
took into his head to resume it, which the former’s too long 
stay at Paris, gaye him an opportunity of effecting. Cap- 
tain Jones is going in the Ariel frigate to America, where 
they may settle their affairs as they can, | 

The captain commandant of Dunkirk, who occasioned the - 
loss of our dispatches, is himself taken by the English._—I 
have no doubt of the truth of what Mr. White told you 
about the facility with which the tax was collected, ; 


%, 
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That same baron de Wulffen has not pleased me, having 
left little debts behind him unpaid, though I furnished him 
with twenty guineas. As he had been with his brother at 
Venloo, before he saw you, where he might get money. 
1 wonder at his borrowing of you. | 
I thank you for the vote of congress you sent me, dated 
the 23d March.—I imagine 484 went in that vessel to 533, 
and may have been detained there for convoy. 

_. Your dispatches by M. Gillon, are in the Alliance, whigh 
sailed the 7th or 9th instant. 3 
This will be delivered to you by his excellency John 
Adams, Esq. whom I earnestly recommend to your best 
civilities. He has never been in Holland, and your counsels 

will be of use to him. 
My best wishes attend you, being ever, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


To the same. 


Passy, October 2, 1780. 
Dear Sir, 

I RECEIVED duly your several letters of the 12th, 15th, 
i7th, 19th, and 2ist, of September. I am much pleased 
with the intelligence you sent me, and with the papers you 
have had printed. 

_ Mr. Searle is a military officer in the Pennsylvania troops, 
and a member of congress. He has some commission to 
execute for that province, but none that I know of from 
congress. He has an open letter for you from Mr. Lovel, 
which he has shewn me. It is full of expressions of his 
esteem ; and [ understand from Mr. Searle, that you stand 
exceeding well with the committee and with the congress in 
general. Iam sorry to see any marks of uneasiness and 
»pprehension in your letters. Mr. Chaumont tells me that 
you want some assurance of being continued. The con- 
gress itself is changeable at the pleasure of their electors, 
amd none of their servants have, or can have any such as- 
surance. If, therefore, any thing better for you, and more 


substantial should offer, no body can blame you for accept: 
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ing ity however satisfied they may be with your services, 
But as to the continuance of what you may enjoy, or of i 
something as valuable in the service of the congress, I think i 
you may make yourself easy, for that your appointment fs 
seems more likely to be sncreased than diminished, though 2 
st does not belong to me to promise any thing. a 

Mr. Laurens was to sail three days after Mr. Searle, who 
begins to fear he must be lost, as it was a small vessel he 
sntended to embark in.—He was bound directly to Holland, 

I enclose some extracts of letters from two French offi- 
cers of distinction in the army of M. de Rochambeau, 
which are pleasing, as they mark the good intelligence that” 
subsists between the troops, contrary to the reports circu-_ 
lated by the English. q 

They will do perhaps for your Leyden Gazette. 


ly, 
A 


With great esteem and affection I am.ever, &c. : 


B. FRANKLIN. 


Lo the same. . 
Passy, October 9, 1780. 
DEAR SIR, | eee, . 
{RECEIVED yours of 29th September, and 3d Octo- 
ber.—It is a very good addition you made to your memoir 
for the ministers of Russia and Sweden. Tam glad to find 
you are again on such good terms with the ambassador, as 
to be invited to his comedy. I doubt not of your continu- 
ing to cultivate that good understanding.—I like much your 

- 4nsertions in the Gazettes. Such things have good effects. 
Your information relative to the transactions at Petersburg, 
and in Denmark, are very interesting, and afforded me a 
good deal of satisfaction ; particularly the former.—Mr. 
Searle will have the pleasure of seeing you. I recom- 
mend him warmly to your civilities. He is much yout 
friend, and will advise Mr. Laurens to make you his secre- 
tary, which I hope you will accept. I have given it as my 
opinion, that Mr. L. can no where find one better qualified 
or more deserving. ‘The choice is left to that minister, anc 
he is empowered to give a salary of £.500 sterling a year 


) 
| 
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I am in pain on account of his not being yet arrived ; but 
hope you will see him soon.—I> request you would find 
means to introduce Mr. Searle to the Portuguese ambassa- 
dor.—Pray consider the enclosed papers, and after advising 
with your friend, give me your opinion as to the manner of 
the application, to the states general, whether I should 
make it through their ambassador, or directly with a letter 
to the Grand Pensionary, or in what other manner. You 
know we wrote to him formerly and received no answer. 
With great esteem, I am, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 
You say nothing of Mr. Adams? How do you stand with 
him: What is he doing? 


To the same. 


Passy, ee November, 780. 
Dear Sir, 


My grand-father has been for a toate time past laid up 
with the gout, and is so still. He directs me to inform 
you, that he has received several of your letters, which he 
has not as yet been able to answer ; he hopes however that 
in a few days he shall be able to do it, as his sufferings” are 
much diminished. | 

You have heard I suppose of the arrival at Brest of M. 
de Guichen. I am, as ever, my dear Sir, &c. 


W. T. FRANKLIN. 


————————=—==_ 


To Dr, Franklin. 
Extract es a letter from Newport, Rhode Island, dated Oe. 
tober 10, 1780. 


BY this ship you will receive an account of the treason 
and apostacy of one of our greatest generals (who went 
over from us to the’ enemy 25th September last) and the 
happv detection of it before the treason was carried. into 
execution. General Arnold has. buried all his military 
plory, and sent his name down in history execrated with 
contempt and infamy. He will be despised not only by us 
in the United States, but by all the nations of Europe and 
in all future ages. There is reason to believe that he me- 
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ditated with the reduction of West-Point on the 27th Sep- 
tember, the betraying at the same time ‘of general Wash- 
ington and the minister of France into the hands of the 
enemy; for his excellency the chevalier de la Luzerne 
told me that passing through West-Point on his way hither 
on the 24th, the day, before the detection, general Arnold 
importuned him even to indecency to tarry and rest there 
four or five days. And Arnold also knew that general 
Washington would meet there about the same time on his _ 
return from an interview with the French officers at Hart- 
ford. General Arnold isa loss. But America is so fertile 
in patriots, that we can afford to lose a capital patriot or 
two every year without any essential injury to the glorious : 
cause of liberty and independence. ‘The greatest injury he 
can do us willbe ininformation. However the present state 
of the American army is now so good, as that the most tho- 
rough knowledge of it will rather do us benefit that an 
injury. The seasonable execution of major Andre (the 
seducer) adjutant-general of the British army, on the od 
instant, will probably deter such adventurers for the future. 
Congress and the assemblies through the states continue 
firm and unshaken; and they have a cordial support in the 
union of the main body of the people at large, notwith- 
standing the efforts of tories and governmental connexions) 
intermixt in all parts, whose Sysiphean labors only pull 
ruin upon themselves. d 
The storm still blows heavy. But our ship will ride it 
through. With joy we look forward, and with undoubt- 
ing assurance anticipate the sweets and the final triumph of 
American liberty. : 4 


LJ 


Dr. Jebb to Dr: Franklin. 
London, October 11, 1780. : 
7 


THE consciousness of a sincere desire to promote the 
interests of human kind, as far as my confined abilities and 
humble station will permit, induce me to give you my sen- 
timents upon a subject, which, I have no doubt, is ever 
present to your thoughts. Excuse the presumption ; the 
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intention is honest; let this consideration compensste for 


the want of every other qualification. Independent in 
my principles and unconnected with party, I speak those 
sentiments, which circumstances appear to me to dictate, 
and I speak them without reserve. 

A federal union between America and England, upon the 
broad basis of mutual convenience, appears to me a point 


of so much consequence, that I cannot conceive, in the pre- 


sent circtimstances, how either country can fully enjoy the 
means of happiness, which indulgent Providence has 
poured forth on each with so much profusion, unless such 
union immediately take place: | 

I also am persuaded, that the present war, between this 


country and the house of Bourbon, is of so peculiar a kind, 


that no solid reason can be assigned for its continuance, a 
moment after America and England shall cordially agree 
upon a termination of their dispute. 

It is obviously for the advantage of England, that Ame- 
rica should employ: her mannfacturers, and that her fleets 


should have free access to the shoresy from whence she 


derived those various sources of strength, which enabled 
her so long to reign the unrivalled mistress of the deep. 
On the other hand, the rising states of America, wisely 


‘intent upon such measures, as tend to increase their popu- 


lation, and perfect those forms of civil polity, which, at the 


game time that they promise internal security and happi- 


 ! 


ness, will probably establish an asylum for the rest of man- 


kind, must derive considerable advantage from the free 


importation of those articles, which, in their present cir- 


- eumstances, they cannot with convenience manufacture 


themselves. 


And why should England envy to France and Spain, nay, 
to all the world, that portion: of trade, whatever that be, 
which suits the circumstances of each power; and from 


_ which all deriving the sources of rational enjoyment would, 


-perhaps, remain in the same ratio as at Presa with respect 


to relative strength ? 
How strange therefore to persevere in an appeal to arms, 
15 NB 


Q 
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when mutual interest, and the ties of blood; the sameness 
of religion, language, and laws, so loudly call for peace! — 
We might reasonably have hoped, that in the course of ‘ 

a 


eighteen centuries the gospel of peace might have suggested 
to us a more rational mode of terminating our contests. — 
As it never was the interest, so neither was it in fact the | 
‘nclination of the English people, to break the bonds of | 
union with their American brethren, ‘until seduced thereto 
by the arts of designing men. Their motives I leave to 
themselves—they will be revealed in their day. 
Had the English people been equally represented in an 
anriual parliament, that parliament, acting in strict confor- ; 
mity with the interests of its constituents, would have seen 
1 


that every consideration required, that the bond of union — 
between the countries should be preserved. inviolate.—It — 
would have perceived, that those restrictions, which were 
the offspring of the occasion, or suggested by narrow sys- — 
tems of policy, ought to have been removed, the moment 
that they occasioned the first murmur of complaint.—But 4 
unhappily for England, the love of arbitrary sway so far : 
operated upon those, who most are exposed to its tempta- 
tions, as to engage them in the desperate measure of de-— 
luding one half of the empire, in order to subjugate the 
rest. ati 
“The period of this delusion, however, is now rapidly ad- 
vancing to its termination.—Calamity has brought home 
the perception of the consequences, attendant upon national 
error, to’every private breast.—It has taught us wisdom— _ 
and has begun to humanise our hearts.—The many are now 
ready to exclaim, in the expressive language of scripture, | 
‘© We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we 
“ saw the anguish of his soul when he besought us, and we 
“* would not hear ; therefore is this evil come upon us.” 
But although the people are disposed to accommodation, 
a mighty power continues to oppose itself to the general 
wish. mi ) 
And were the aristocratic strength of our constitution to 
prevail in its conflict with that power, I am far from being 
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“satisfied, that a general and permanent pacification would 
be the result. _ | 

The restoration of the English constitution to its prime- 

val purity, appears to be an essential preliminary to an 
honorable and lasting peace. : 
_ Peace and war are relations which the inhabitants ifs 
different countries stand in to each other. In this sense the 
people of America are not at war with the people of Eng- 
land, ‘The latter haying lost their power of self-govern- 
ment are merely the instruments of administration. The 
present war is a war between the people of America and 
the administration: of this country.. Were the inhabitants 
of this country restored to their elective rights, and other 
constitutional franchises, a state of peace would imme- 
diately ensue. 

Upon this idea alone can America have a proper secu- 
rity for the due observance of that solemn compact, which 
I should rejoice to see established between my native coun- © 
try, and her free and independent states. 

The supporters of the septennial bill, at the time that 
ruinous and unconstutional measure took place, strongly 
insisted upon the advantages that would ensue from that 
increased confidence, which foreign nations would thence- 
forth repose in us, on account of the consequent stability of 

our public counsels. 

Experience has shewn this measure to have been founded 
in policy the most unwise 

Reason surely dictates, that the confidence, which na- 
tions repose in each other’s public counsels, must be the 
greatest, when the agents speak the real sentiments of their 
constituent bodies. 

Itis also to be considered, that the changes of sentiment, 
in the constituent body of the nation, must unavoidably be 
gradual, as general interest, always slowly unveiling itself, 
shall direct. Whereas the agent, who has a permanent 
‘estate in his office, will vary his conduct in conformity to 
the quick revolutions of those numerous temptations, to 
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which views of private interest, and prospects of power 
huorly expose him. Mg 4 

For England therefore to be free, wn to regain the con- ‘ 
fidence of nations, her parliaments must be free and inde-. ‘ 
pendent: and the same measure which gives independency ‘ 
to the English parliament, will, under God’s providence, 
“restore to us peace with America and with all the world. 

I write not thus, induced thereto solely from an attach-_ 
ment to my native soil—the world is my country—and the ~ 
region which is the seat of freedom has in my eyes charms . 
more attractive than my native soil. I write not thus from \ 
an attachment to a favorite measure, but from a full convic- 
tion, that such a preliminary as*I have mentioned, being — 
inserted in every proposition for peace on the part of Ame- 
rica, would lay a lasting foundation for that peace—and 
would be a perpetual security ‘that the independence, which 
America so justly claims, and in the establishment of which 
every nation under Heaven is interested, would never be ; 
brought into question to the end of time. » 

The sum and substance of what I urge is this—That as _ 
a more “equal representation of the English people, in 
annual parliaments, is a point essential to the restoration of © 
our freedom. It is equally essential, as a foundation for.a — 
federal union with the American states. 4 

After all—the changes in the affairs of men, whether 
they be revolutions in the fortunes of nations, or of indivi- 4 
duals, are inthe hands of Providence; and are directed by ‘ 
its resistless power to the general good. That good will ; 
finally prevail, whatever the hearts and heads of politicians © 
may devise. The only differences will be, a difference in © 
the time and manner in which the ends of providence are — 
brought to pass; anda difference in the final fate of those 

who are employed as the means of their accomplishment. 

The fell destroyers of their species shall see their mea- 
sures, though planned with Machiavelian policy, and for 
a time successful, finally abortive—failing in the attains 
ment of the evil wished for, and productive of the goods 
they hate. . 
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On the contrary, if virtue, honor, zeal for the interests 
of our country and of human kind form the outline of the 
character, the agent of heaven will be renowned in his day ; 
and long futurity, through every successive age, shall im+« 
part increase of glory. ‘The joys of self complacency shall 
gild the evening of his days. They will also be the earnest 
of an happiness which will know no bounds. 


JOHN JEBB. 


Zo M. Dumas. 


Passy, December 3, 1780. 
DeraR Sir, 

I HAVE before me yours of the 9th and 16th of No- 
vember, which I think are the last I received from you. 

With regard to the augmentation of your salary, I would 
not have you place too great a dependance on it, lest a dis- 
appointment should thereby be rendered more afflicting. 
If a good peace were once established, we should soon 
be richer, and better able to reward those that serve us.— 
At present the expense of the war hangs heavy on the 
United States, and we cannot pay like old and rich king- 
doms. : 3 

Mr. W. Lee has, as you observe, acted very imprudently 
in that affair: but perhaps some good may come of it. 
Mr. Adams has written to me for a copy of a letter I 
_ formerly wrote to 873, 373, 657. Ifyou have such a one 
~ please to giveit tohim. I remember of but one, which went 
with a copy of 873, 897, 948, 337. I imagine that he ra- 
_ ther means a letter I wrote to you, in which I represented 

our girl asa jolly one, and who would be a good fortune 
“in time, &c. I have no copy of that. If you still have 
that letter, please to give Mr. Adams .a copy of that also. 

I wish much to see the answer, that their high mighti- 
nesses will give to the insolent memorial presented by Sir 
Joseph Yorke. If they comply with it and punish or censure 
the pensionary of Amsterdam, I shall think it a piérre de 
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touche for the stadholder as well as for the king of England ; 
and that neither Mr. Adams will be safe at Amsterdam, 
nor our ships in any port of Holland. Let me therefore 
know by the earliest means the turn this affair is like to 


take, that I may advertise our government and our mer- 


chants. 
With great esteem I am, dear mits &c. 
. FRAN KLIN. 
Lo the same. 
Passy, Fan. 18, 1781. 
Drar Sir, 


SINCE my last I have been favored by yours of De- 
¢ember 1, 7, 14, 21, 25, and January 1, by which you have 
kept me PO well informed of the state of affairs. 
Accept my thanks. You may depend on my mentioning 
your diligence and services to congress, in the manner they 


merit. 
Though I have been some weeks free from the gout, my 


feet are still tender, and my knees feeble, so that gomg up 


‘and down stairs is exceedingly difficult and inconvenient to 
me. This has prevented my going much out, so that 1 had 
not the honor I wished of waiting on the ambassador when 
he was here, and paying the respects I owe him; and he 
returned suddenly. 

I much approve of the step you took the 16th of De- 
cember before Messrs. Adams and Searle. I received the 
copy. I wondered to find that you had not in Holland, on 
the 28th, received the declaration of war, but have since 
learnt how it happened. » Surely there never was a more 
unjust war ; it is manifestly such from their own manifesto. 
The spirit of rapine dictated it; and in my opinion every 
man in England who fits out a privateer to take advantage 
of it, has the same spirit, and would rob on the highway 
in his own country, if he was not restrained by fear of the 
gallows. They have qualified poor captain Jones, with the 


title of pirate, who was only at war with England: but af 


it be a good definition of a pirate that he is hostis humani 
generis, they are much more pirates than he, having al- 


* 
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ready made great progress towards being at war with all 
the world. If God governs, as I firmly believe, it is im- 
possible such wickedness should long prosper. 

You will receive this by Mr. Deane, who has a great re. 
gard for you, and whom I recommend to your civilities ; 
though the gentleman at present with you may be preju- 
diced against him : prejudices that time will cause to ya- 
nish, by shewing they were groundless. I enclose a packet 
for Leyden, which I shall be glad to hear is delivered safe, 
and therefore desire your care of it. 

With great esteem I am ever, dear Sir, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN. 

P. S. Jan. 20. Since writing the above I have received 
yours of the 12th instant. Iam elad to hear that the af. 
fairs of the republic have taken so good a turn in Russia. 

ff not inconvenient or improper, I should be glad to hear 
what passed relating to public affairs while 67 was at your 
31, and whether he saw 255 RC. 

With this you will receive three letters for Mr. Laurens, 
which I request you would forward to Mr. Adams. 

Be of good courage, and keep up your spirits. Your 
last letter has a melancholy turn. Do you take sufficient 
bodily exercise ? Walking is an excellent thing for those © 
whose employment is chiefly sedentary. 


A MEMORIAL. 


do their High Mizhtinesses, the States-General, of the United Pro- 
| vances of the Low Countries. 


Hicu anp Micury Lorps, 


THE subscriber, a minister plenipotentiary from the 
United States of America, has the honor to lay before your 
high mightinesses, as one of the high contracting parties to 
the maritime treaty lately concluded, relative to the rights 
of neutral vessels, a resolution of congress of the fifth of 
October last, concerning the same subject. 


iy 
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As the American resolution, furnished the occasion of a 
reformation in the maritime law of nations, of so much im- 
portance to a free communication among mankind by sea, 


% 


the subscriber hopes it may not be thought improper, that 


the United States should become parties to it, entitled to its 
benefits, and subjected to its duties—to this end, the sub- 
scriber has the honor of requesting, that the resolution of 
congress may be taken into the consideration of your. high 


mightinesses, and transmitted to the courts of Russia, Swe- 


den, and Denmark. ) ee 
The subscriber begs leave to subjoin, that he should 


esteem it one of the most fortunate events of his life, if this 


proposition should meet with the approbation of your high » 


mightinesses, and the other powers who are parties to the 
neutral confederacy, and he should be admitted, as the in- 
strument of pledging the faith of the United States, to the 


observance of regulations, which do so much honor to the 


present ALC. 


The Hague, 8th March, 1781. 


=—— 


Mr. Adams to prince Gallitzin. 
Leyden, March 8, 1781. 
SIR, 


JOHN ADAMS. | m 


1 HAVE lately received from congress, as one of their 


ministers plenipotentiary, their resolution of the fifth Octo- 


ber last, relative to the rights of neutral vessels, a copy of 


which I do myself the honor to enclose to your excellency, 
ag the representative of one of the high contracting parties, 
to the. maritime treaty lately concluded, concerning this 


subject. 


As 1am fixed by my duty, for the present, to this part of 


Europe, I have no other way of communicating this mea+ 


3 
4 
a 

: 


\ 
‘ 


E 


b 


: 
‘ 
>) 


sure of congress to the northern courts, but by the favor of 


their ministers in this republic. I must therefore request 
wf 


of your excellency, if there is no impropriety in it, to tram: 


mit the resolution to the minister of foreign affairs of he 


imperial majesty. 
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~ Your eexcy will permit me to add, that I should 
esteem myself very. fortunate, to be the instrument of | 
pledging, in form, the faith of the United States of Ame- 
rica to a reformation, in the maritime law of nations, which 
_does so much honor to the present age. 


Ihave the honor to be, &c. 
J. ADAMS. 


His E. Prince Gailitzin, Minister Plenipotentiary of her 
Majesty the Empress of Russia at the Hague. 
‘ 


ee 


Lo Mr. Dumas. aaah: 
Passy, March 14, 1781, 
Dear Sir, 

I HAVE duty received your late letters, and thank you 
for the intelligence they contained. Your three letters tothe. 
president of congress, will go by different ships, and I hope 

you will succeed in your application for a farther allowance, 
which I think you merit, though I do not know what the 
_ difficulties are which you mention, as being involved in 
them by the congress. Please to explain them to me, that 
I may write about them more exactly... Your last news from 
Russia is very good, if true, that the independence of 
_ America is to be a fundamental article. 

The bearer, Mr. Hazlehurst, is a merchant of Philadel- 
phia, who visits Holland with commercial views. He isa 
gentleman of excellent character, and much esteemed there. 
I recommend him warmly to your civilities. Please to let 
me know how the loan goes on, and believe me ever. 


Your affectionate friend and humble servant, 
is | B. FRANKLIN. 


To the same. 
Passy, May 4, 1781. 
Dear. Sir, | ad 
if is so long since I heard from you, that I, besin to 
ear you are ill. Pray write to me, and Jet me <uow the 
atate of 5 your health. I enciose Morgan’s account of his 


S's 


/ 
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engagement with Tarleton. If he has not already received it, 
it may be agreeable to our friend the gazetteer of Leyden. 
Every thiag goes wellhere, and I am ever, Rice 


| | B. FRANKLIN. 


To the same. 
Passy, August 6, 1781. 

DEAR SIR, Att “a 
LHAVE received several letters from you lately enclosing: 
others for the president of Congress, and for Spain, all of 
which are sealed and forwarded, except the last for the pre- 
sident, contained in yours of the 26th past, which shall go by 
the first opportunity. The reading of those letters gave me 
much information, and therefore pleasure: though since 
the fixing of Mr. Adams there, I do not attend so much to 
the affairs of your country as before, expecting indeed but 
little from it to our advantage: for though it was formerly 
in the same situation with us, and was glad of assistance 
from other nations, it does not seem to fee/ for us, or to 
have the least inclination to help us: it appears to want 
magnanimity. Some writer, I forget who, says, that Hol- 


land is no longer a@ nation, but a great shop; and I begin to. 
think it has no other principles or sentiments but those of a 
shopkeeper. You can judge of it better than me, and I 
shall be happy to find myself mistaken. You will oblige me 


however by continuing the history either directly to me, or 
in your letters to congress ; but when you enclose a sealed 
letter in another to me, please to observe to place the second 


seal on one side, and not directly over the first ; because the | 


heat of the second is apt to deface the impression’ of the 
first, and to attach the paper to it, so as to endanger tearing 
the enclosed in opening the cover. 
With best wishes for your health and prosperity, 
Fam ever, dear Sir, &e. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


P.S. I pity the writer of the enclosed, though TL have. 


no other acquaintance with him, than having seen him once 


at Hanover, where he then seemed to live genteely and in 


a 


* 
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good credit. I cannot conceive what should réduce him to 
such a situation, as to engage himself for a soldier. If you 
can procure him any friends among the Philosophers of your 
country, capable of relieving him, I wish you could do it. 
If not, and he must go to the Indies, please to give him 
three or four guineas for me, to buy a few necessaries 
for his voyage. 


a epee 
See 


To the same. 


Passy, August 10,......14, 1781. 


Dear Sir, 
INCLOSED I send you alate paper receivedfrom Rhode 


Island, you will see in it the advantages our troops have 
gained inSouth Carolina. , Late advices directly from Phi- 
ladelphia, say, that the enemy have now nothing left in 
Georgia, but Savanna; in South Carolina, but Charleston ; 
nor in North Carolina, but Wilmington. They are how- 
ever in force in Virginia, where M. de la Fayette has not 
sufficient strength to oppose them, till the arrival of the 
reinforcements which were in March to join him from 
Maryland and Pennsylvania. 

In looking over my last to you, I apprehend I may have 
expressed myself perhaps a little too hardly of your coun- 
try: I foresee you will tell me that we have many friends 
' there; I once thought so too: but I was a little out of 
humor when I wrote, on understanding that no loan could 
be obtained there for our use, though the credit of this king- 
dom was offered to be engaged for assuring the payment, 
-and so much is lent freely to our enemies. You can best 
tell the reason, it will be well not to let my letter be seen. - 
Iam ever, dear Sir, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN, 


To the same. 
Dear Sir, Passy, August 16, 1781. 
WE have news here that your fleet has behaved mnave ly; ; 
- I congratulate you upon it, most cordially. , 
I have just received a 14,5, 3, 10, 28, 2, 76, 203, 66, 11 
12, 273, 50, 14, joining 76, 5, 42, 45, 16,15, 424, 235, 19 
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20, 69, 580, 11, 150, 27, 56, 35, 104, 652, 28, 675, 85, 79, 
50, 63, 44, 22, 219, 17, 60, 29, 147, 136, 44, but this i is not 


likely to afford 202, Sas 580, 10, 227, 613, 176, 373, 309, 4, 
108, 40, 19,97, 309, 17, 35, 90, 201, 100, 677. 

By our last advices our affairs were in a pretty good — 
train, I hope we shall soon have advice of the expulsion — 
of the English from Virginia. 

I am ever, dear Sir, &c. | 


B. FRANKLIN. 


’ Capt. J. P. Jones to M. Dumas. 


Portsmouth, N. H. December 10, 1781. 
Dear Sir, | 

THIS letter is intended to be presented to you by Major — 
Sherburne, of this state, who will tell you his own story and 
part of mine. You will present him with my respects to 
madame Dumas and the virgin muse. 

I am happy that “the pitiful sir Joseph” has been be- 
sieged by “the great man” and forced to evacuate his 
strong hold with disgrace :—The author of Hamlet has not 
given him more surprise at the sight of his father’s ghost, 
than the world has felt to see the Belgians roused from the 
lithargy of acentury! May their long reluctant swords now | 
fall with double vengeance on the insolent heads of their q 
enemies! May the marine be inspired with the military 
enthusiasm of De Ruyter, to vindicate the national honor of 
the republic! and may evenadmiral B... S... L... iy 
catch that enthusiasm, and be employed to ruin and des- © 
troy their eastern ports! Feeling as I do for the honor of | 
your nation, how could Mr. Van de Perre suppose I could 
mean to infringe the liberties of your flag in the affair of 
the brig Berkenbos ? How could you, who know me, be- 
lieve I could dirty my fingers with such a capture ? or that 
the master’s account he gave from St. Lucia was a true one?” 
He gave me a clear certificate, under his hand, that the 
property was British; and that certificate was witnessed 
both by captain Cunyngham and BAS ~ Yet I did noe 
ae, 


gan ti 
ae 
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decide whether his vessel was or was not a prize; but f. 
left him and his officers the command, and having given 
him the necessary assistance, advised. him to steer for 
an American port, to which he freely consented. The 
‘man I put on board was not, as he pretends a_prize- 
‘master ; nor hadhe any orders from me for that purpose; 
what would have been the consequence had she arrived in 
one of our ports, [cannot say. Possibly she might have 
been acquitted! and in that case the owners would have had 
reason to thank me; as the cargo would have been at the 
best market. I can justify my conduct; I did my duty 
both to the republic and the United States ; I hope the ves- 
sel has been restored ; but lam guiltless, and congress 
know it. . 
Tam, dear Sir, &c. 
J. PAUL JONES. 


Dr. Franklin to M. Dumas. 


| —Passy, December 19, 1781. 
Dear. Sir, 

I DULY received yours of the 11th per young Mr. de 
Neufville, enclosing the pamphlets, of which I gave one the 
next day to Mr. Boudoin. It was so long since we have 

“heard from you, that we feared you were sick. 

I enclose sundry American. newspapers, out of which 

' perhaps some thing may be drawn for your printers. There 
are the orders of general Greene after the Pattle of Eutaw 
Springs, by which it appears that the militia behaved to 

ae satisfaction. ‘There are also the proceedings relating 
to colonel Isaac Haynes, which it may be well to publish, as 
probably we may soon hear that general Greene, according 
to his promise in his proclamation, has hanged some of the 
British officers in retaliation ; and the knowlege of these 
proceedings may operate in his justification. In the Ger- 
man paper there are two dialogues, of which you can best 
judge whether the printing of them in Germany may not 
have some little effect in opposition to Fawcett’s recruiting. 


¥ suppose this letter may find you at Amsterdam, and there- 


ray a 
PU yee PP . 


i ¢ 
Mi oa 
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fore I send it under cover - to Mr. Adams, with the usual 
pitas of the approachi Rig Season. tye he a 2 
I am ever, dear Sie ‘Ke. mi 


ya 


———— 


To. the same.. 


es hed 8, 1782, ° 
Dear. Sir, 

f RECEIVED yours of the'15th be and perused hel 
contents with great pleasure. I had before received your ; 
packet by Mr. Boers, and forwarded it immediately. | 

Inclosed I send you a few copies of a paper that places in 
a striking light the English barbarities in America, partic : 
larly these committed by the savages at their instigation. 
The rorm may perhaps not ‘be genuine, but the substance 
is truth ; the number of our people of all kinds and ; ages 
murdered and scalped by the English being known to exceed 
that of the invoice. Make any use of them you may think 
proper, to shame your Anglomane, but do not let it be known _ | 
through what hands they come. 

_ Tam ever yours affectionately, . 


B. F RANKLI ie 


My respects and congratulations to Mr. A. 


MEMORANDA, No. I. 


Remarks on Article 5. 


Quils ne les Vendront pas en Details dans les Boutiques 
en ailleurs. 

I wish to know the reason of this restriction. To meat | 
present it seems. inconvenient, as it may occasion disputes 
and discussions about what is to be deemed detail. pits 

A 3 B. FRANKLIN. ; 
Paris, August 1779. eit , 
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| No. II. 
PRELIMINARY of a Peace said to be formed by the Rockingham 


fariy: but if really formed by any manester Shelburne must 
be the man. 


i. THAT the British troops shall be Pehla from 
the thirteen provinces of North America, and a truce 
ed made between Great Britain and the said provinces 

for, suppose ten or twenty years. 

2. ‘That a negociation for peace shall, bona fide be opened 

between Great Britain and the allies of America. 

If the proposed negociation between Great Britain 
and the allies of America should not succeed, so as to 
produce a peace, but that war should continue between 


_ the said parties, that then’ America should act and be 
* treated as a neutral nation. 

iA. That whenever peace shall take place between Great 

_ Britain and the allies of America, the truce between 

Great Britain and America shall be converted into a 

perpetual peace ; the independence of America shall 

be admitted and guaranteed by Great Britain, and a 
commercial treaty settled between them. 

5. That these propositions shall be’ made to the court of 

‘rance, for communication to the American commis- 


sioners, and for an answer to the court of G. Britain. 


Oo 


ee Auer No. III. i 

1. The nation has spent in this war, since 1775 an hun- 

dred millions of sterling money. | 

_ 2. The nation has lost by this war fourteen colonies. on 

: the continent of America, several Islands in the West 
Indies, and Minorca. 


3. The nation is at war with three powerful states in 
Europe. 

4, “Lhe nation has no ally. 7 

5. All these evils have happened from want of fore- 
sight and abilities in the ministry. hese propositions 
were moved. and seconded, and after a long debate, 
two hundred and sixteen members voted. for them, 
two hundred and twenty-six against. 
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As many members of the opposition were absent, even — 
sir George Saville, Mr. Wilkes, and others, they are 


determined to bring th nem | on again. Be 


r 


No. Iv. 


IMMEDIATELY after the death of lord Réckinehant 
the king said to lord Shelburne, “I willbe plain with you, 
“‘ the point next my heart, and which I am determined, be 
the consequence what it may, never to relinquish, but with 
my crown and life, is to prevent a total unequivocal re- 
cognition of the independence of America. Promise to_ 
support me on this ground, and I will leave you unmo- 
lested on every other ground, and with full power as — 
the prime minister of this kingdom.” The bargain 
was struck. | 
The Hague, 1782. 


To M. Dumas. 
Passy, September 12, 1782. 
Dear Sir, 

MY grandfather has been for these three weeks past, 
much indisposed with the gravel, and an attendant severe — 
pain in his thigh. This has prevented, and prevents his 
answering several of your late letters. He directs me to ac- 
knowlege the receipt of your last, dated the 4th instant, 
and to inform you that the dispatch it enclosed shall be duly 
forwarded, as were the preceding ones yousent him, For 
your satisfaction, sir, and asa proof of the high sense my ~ 
grandfather has of your merit, I enclose to you an extract — 
from one of his late letters to our secretary for foreign af-_ 
fairs, which relates to you: ‘That you may soon experience 
the effect of it, is the sincere wish of your affectionate, 

And very humble Servant, 
_. W. T. FRANKLIN. 

We have no news of any importance, or I should com- 
municate it. Please to make my respectful compliments te 
Mr. Adams. : | 


# : \ 
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Zo M. Dumas. 
Passy, F ebruary 17, 1783. 


@ Dear Sir, 

It isa long time since I have had the pleasure gt hearing 

from you. I hope however that you and yours continue 

el 

_ The bearers, Mr. Breddedt Miracles onc iis brother, 
goto Holland on a public spirited design, which you will 

find recommended by many eminent persons in America. 

I beg leave to request for these gentlemen, your civilities 
and best counsels, as they will be entire strangers in your 
country. 3 

With great esteem, &e. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


a Cofiy of the Commission of the United States of America, to John 
Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, Henry Laurens, and Tho- 
f mas Jefferson, Esquires, dated June 15, 1781. 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED. 


A 
To all to whom ‘these presents shall come, 
SEND GREETING: 


WHEREAS these United States, from a sincere desire 
of putting an end to the hostilities between his most Chris- 
tian majesty and these United States, on the one part, and 
his Britannic majesty on the other, and of terminating the 
same by a peace founded on such solid and equitable prin- 
ciples, as reasonably to promise a permanency of the bless- 
ings of tranquillity, did heretofore appoint the honorable 
John Adams, late a commissioner of the United States of 
America at the court of Versailles, late a delegate in con- 
gress from the state of Massachusetts, and chief justice of 
the said state, their minister plenipotentiary, with full pow- 
ers, general and special, to act in that quality, to confer, 
treat, agree, and conclude, with the ambassadors or pleni- 
potentiaries of his most Christian majesty, and-of his Bri- 
tannic majesty, and those of any other princes or states 
whom it might concern, relating to the re-establishment of 
peace and friendship: And whereas the flames of war have 
since that time been extended, and other nations and states 


i sera bis» 
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are involyed therein: Now know ye, that we, still conti- 
nuing earnestly desirous, so far as depends upon us, to put 
a stop to the effusion of blood, and to convince the powers of 
Europe, that we wish for nothing more ardently than to ter- 
minate the war by a safe and honorable peace, have thought 
proper to renew the powers formerly given to the said John 
Adams, and to join four other persons in commission with 
him ; and having full confidence in’the integrity, prudence, 
and ability of the honorable Benjamin Franklin, our minister 
plenipotentiary at the court of Versailles ; and the honorable 
John Jay, late president of congress, and chief justice of 
the state of New York, and our minister plenipotentiary 
at the court of Madrid; and the honorable Henry Laurens, 
formerly president of congress, and commissioned and sent 
as Our agent to the United Provinces of the Low Countries ; 
and the honorable Thomas Jefferson, governor of ‘the com- 
monwealth of Virginia; have nominated, constituted, and 
appointed, and by these presents do nominate, constitute, 
and appoint the ‘said Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, Henry 
Laurens, and Thomas Jefferson, in addition to the said 
John Adams, giving and granting to them, the said John 
Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, Henry Laurens, 
Thomas Jefferson, or the majority of them, or such of them 
as may assemble ; or, in case of the death, absence, indis- 
position, or other impediment. of the others, to any one of 
them, full power and authority, general and special, con- 
junctly and separately, and general and special command, 
to repainto such place as may be fixed upon for opening ne- 
gociations for peace, and there for us, and in our name, to 
confer, treat, agree, and conclude, with the ambassadors, 
commissioners and plenipotentiaries of the princes and 
states whom it may concern, vested with equal powers re- 
lating to the establishment of peace: And whatsoever shall 
be agreed and concluded for us, and in our name, to sign, 
and thereupon make a treaty, or treaties, and to transact 
every thing that may be necessary for completing, securing, 
and strengthening the great work of pacification, in as ample 
form, and with the same effect, as if we were personally 
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present and acted therein, hereby promising in-good faith 
that we will accept, ratify, fulfil, and execute whatever shall 


_ be agreed, concluded, and signed by our said ministers ple- 
 nipotentiary, or a majority of them, or of such of them as 


may assemble, or in case of the death, absence, indisposi- 
tion, or other impediment of the others, by any one of them, 


» and that we will never act, nor suffer any person te act, con- 


trary to the same, in whole, or in: any part. 
‘In witness whereof \ we have caused these presents to be 
signed by our president, and sealed with his seal. 
Done at Philadelphia the 15th day of June, in the year 
of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and eighty 
one, and in the fifth year of our independence. 
By the United Siates in Congress assembled. 


SAM. (L.S.) HUNTINGDON, President. 
Attest. CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary. 


| 
\ 


—— 


By the Ministers Plenifoientiary of the United States - of America 
Jor making peace with Great Britain. 


A DECLARATION 


Of the cessation of arms, as well by sea as land, agreed upion be- 


tween his Majesty the King of Great Britain, and the United 
States of America. 


WHEREAS preliminary articles were signed at Paris, 


‘on the thirtieth day of November last, between the pléni- ° 


potentiaries of his said majesty, the king of Great Britain, 
and of the said states, to be inserted in, and to constitute the 
treaty of peace, to be concluded between his said majesty 
and the said United States, when terms of peace should be 
agreed upon between his said majesty and his most Chris- 
tian majesty : And whereas preliminaries for restoring peace 
between his said majesty the king of Great Britain and his 
most Christian majesty were signed at Versailles, on the 
twenticth day of January last, by the respective ministers of 


their said majesties : And whereas preliminaries for restor- 


ing peace between his said majesty the king of Great Bri- 
tain and his majesty the king of Spain were also signed at 


~ 
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Versailles on the twentieth day of January last, by their re- 
spective ministers: And whereas, for putting an end to the 
calamity of war, as soon and as far as possible, it hath been 
agreed between the king of Great Britain, his most Chris- 
tian majesty, the king of Spain, the States General of the 
United Provinces, and the United States of America, as 
follow, that is to say: That such vessels and effects, as 
should be taken in the Channel and in the North Seas, alter 
the space of twelve days, to be computed from the ratifica- 
tion of the said preliminary articles, should be restored on 
all sides ; that the term should be one month from the Chan- 
nel and the North Seas as iar as the Canary islands inclu- 
sively, whether in the ocean or the Mediterranean ; two 
months from the said Canary islands, as far as the equinoc- 
tial line or equator, and lastly five months in all parts of the 
world, without any exception, or any cther more particular 
description of time or place. 

And whereas the ratifications of the said preliminary ar- 
ticles between his said majesty the king of Great Britain, 
and his most Christian majesty, in due form, were ex- 
changed by their ministers on the third day of this instant 
February, from which day the several terms above men- 
tioned, of twelve days, of one month, of two months, and 
of fivé months, are to be computed, relative to all British £. 
and American vessels and effects. 7 

Now, therefore, we, the ministers plenipotentiary from 
the United States of America for making peace with Great 
Britain, do notify to the people and citizens of the said 
United States of America, that hostilities on their part 
against his Britannic majesty, both by sea and land, are to 
cease, at the expiration of the terms herein before specified 
therefor, and which terms are to be computed from the 
third day of February instant: And we do, in the hame 
and by the authority of the said United States, accordingly 
warn and enjoin.all their officers and citizens to forbear all 
acts of hostility whatever, either by land or by sea, against 
his said majesty, the king of Great Britain, or his subjects, 
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| under the penalty of incurring the highest displeasure of 
the said United States. 
_ Given at Paris the twentieth day of F february, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
q pigaty ethree. 
JOHN ‘ADAMS, CL.S. ) 
BL FRANKEIN, 63 Ce me) 
JOHN: JAY. CLI8#) 


» BY THE [BRITISN] KING, A PROCLAMATION, 
Declaring the cessation of arms, as well by sea as land, agreed upon 
between his Mc cjesty the most Christian King, the King of Spain 
the States General of the United Provinces, and the United States 
of America, and enjoining the observance thereof. 


fh GEORGE R. 


oY 


WHEREAS provisional articles were signed at P, 
on the thirtieth day of November last, between our com- 
“missioner for treating of peace with the commissioners of 

the United States of America, and the commissioners of 

‘the said states, to be inserted in and to constitute the treaty 

“of peace proposed to be concluded, between us and the said 

United States, when terms of peace should be agreed upon 
_ between us aid his most Christian majesty: And whereas 

"preliminaries for restoring peace between us and his most 

“Christian majesty, were signed at Versailles on the twenti- . 

‘ eth day of January last, by the ministers of us and the most 

e Christian king’: And whereas preliminaries for restoring 
mcr between us and the king of Spain, were also signed at 
Versailles, on the twentieth day of. January last, between 

‘the ministers of us and the king of Spain: And whereas, 

for putting an end to the calamity of war as soon and as ‘és 

as may be possible, it hath been agreed between us, 

“most Christian majesty, and the king of Spain, the states 

"general of the United Provinces, and the United States of 

America, as follows ; that is to say, 

, That such vessels and effects, as should be taken in the 

aa and in the North Seas after the sp 


aris, 


his 


ace of twelve 
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days, to be computed from the ratification of the said prelimi- 

nary’ articles, should be restored on all sides; that the term: 
should: be one monih from the Channel and the North Seas — 
as far-as the Canary islands inclusively, whether in the 

ocean or in the Mediterrancan ; two months from the said 
Canary islands as far. as the -equinoctial line or equator ; 

and, lastly, five months in all other parts of the world, with- 

out any exception, or any other more particular description 

of time or place: And whereas the ratifications of the said 

preliminary articles between us and the most Christian 

king, in due form, were exchanged by the ministers of us 

and of the most Christian king, on the third day of the in- 

stant February ; and the ratification of the said preliminary 

articles between us and the king of Spain were exchanged 
between the ministers of us, and of the king of Spain, on 

the ninth day of this instant February; from which days’ 
respectively the several terms above mentioned, of twelve 

days, of one month, of two months, and of five months, are 

to be computed: And whereas it is our royal will and plea- 
sure thatthe cessation of hostilities. between us. and the 

States General of the United Provinces, and the United 

States of America, should be agreeable to. the epochs fixed 

between us andthe most Christian king: We have thought 
fit, by and with the advice of our privy council, to notify 
the same to all our loving subjects ; and we do declare, that 

our royal will and pleasure is, and we do hereby strictly 
charge and command all our officers, both at sea and land, 

and all other our subjects whatsoever, to forbear all acts of 
hostility, either by sea.or land, against his most Christian 
‘majesty, the king of S sain, the States General of the United 

Provinces, and the United States of America, their vas- 

sals or subjects, from and after the respective terms’ above 
mentioned, and under the penalty of incurring our highess 
displeasure. ; 

Given at our court at St. James’s the fourteenth day of 
February, in the twenty-third year of our reign, and 
in the year of our Lord one thousa and seven hundred 
and eighty-three, . : Oa 


: 


4 
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> BY THE UNITED STATES IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, 
age i 


March 7, 1783. 
On the report of a committee to whom was referred a 
letter of the 14th October last from Dr. Franklin, so far as 
“it relates to the mode of paying the salaries of the minis- 
‘ters and other officers of the United States in Europe. 

i Resolved, That the salaries of the ministers and- other 
‘officers of the United States in Europe be estimated in fi- 
‘ture in dollars, at the rate of four shillings and sixpence 
sterling per dollar. ‘ } sata 

_ That they he paid in bills of exchange upon France or 
‘Holland at the rate of five livres, five sous per dollar, with- 
Sout regard to the variations Which may be occasioned by 
the course of exchange. 

_ That these resolutions retrospect ¢o the first day of Janu- 
ary 1782, when the salaries of the said officers were made 
payable in America, and that the excess beyond the said net 
sum in bills of exchange, which has occurred or which shall 
accrue upon the quarter due on the first day of January last, 
be carried to the credit of the United States, and accounted 
for by the secretary for foreign affairs in the 
the accounts of his department on the 
ext. 

‘ Extract from the Minutes, 
‘ts CHA. THOMSON, Sec’ry. 
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adjustment of 
first day of April 


Yompiarison Of Great Britain and America as to Creditt, in 1777: 


IN borrowing money a man’s credit depends on some.or 


H of the following particulars. 
F irst, His known conduct respecti 
1S punctuality in discharging them: 
‘Secondly, His industry. . 
‘Thirdly, His frugality. 

By 


ng former loans, and 


a’ 


—_— 


% This paper was Written, translated, printed, and circulated, while Dy. 
‘anklin was at the court of F tance, for the purpose of inducing foreigners te 
1d money to America in preference to Great Britain. 


; 
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Fourthly, The amount and the certainty of his income, 
and the freedom of his estate from the incumbrances of 
prior debts. of US age 
Fifthly, His well founded prospects of greater future 
ability, by the improvement of his estate in value, and by 
aids from others. | 
Sixthly, His known prudence in managing his general af- 
fairs, and the advantage they will probably receive from the 
loan which he desires. | 

Seventhly, His known probity and honest character, ma- 

nifested by his voluntary discharge of debts, which he 
could not have been legally compelled to pay. The circum: 
stances which give credit to an individual ought to have 
and will have, their weight upon the lenders of money t 
public bodies or nations. If then we consider and compar‘ 
Britain and America, in these several particulars, upon th: 
question, “ T'o which is it safest to lend money!” W: 
shal! find, 

1. Respecting former loans, that America, which bor 
rowed ten millions during the last war, for the maintenanc 
of her army of 25,000 men and other charges, had. faith 
fully discharged and paid that debt, and ali her other debt: 
11772. Whereas Britain, during those ten years of peac 
and profitable commerce, had made little or no reduction ¢ 
her debt; but on the contrary, from time to time, diminisl 
ed the hopes of her creditors, by a wanton’ diversion an 
misapplication of the sinking fund destined for dischar; 
ing ite : 

2. Respecting industry ; every man in America is en 
ployed; the greater part in cultivating their own lands, th 
rest in handicrafts, navigation, and commerce. An id 
man there is a rarity, idleness and inutility are disgraceft 
In England the number of that character is immense, f 
shionhas spread it far and wide; hence the embarrassmer 
of private fortunes, and the daily bankruptcies arising fro 
an universal fondness for appearance and expensive ple 
sures ; and hence, in some degree, the mismanagement 
public business ; for habits of business, and ability in) 


Ces Sy, 
. % 


we ad 
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- are acquired only by practice ; and where universal dissi- 
"pation, and the perpetual pursuit of amusement are the 
mode, the youth, educated in it, can rarely afterwards ac- 
quire that patient attention and close application to affairs, 
_ which are so necessary to a statesman charged with the care 
of national welfare. Hence their frequent errors in poli- 
cy, and hence the weariness at public councils; and back- 
wardness in going to them, the constant unwillingness to 
_ engage in any measure that requires thought and conside- 
_ ration, and the readiness for postponing every new ptoposi- 
tion; which postponing is therefore the only part of busi- 
ness they come to be expert in, an expertness produced 
necessarily by so much daily practice. Whereas in Ame- 
_rica; men bred to close employment in their private affairs, 
attend with ease to those of the public, when engaged in 
them, and nothing fails through negligence. 
3. Respecting frugality ; the manner of living in Ame- 
“rica is more simple and less expensive than that in England: 
plain tables, plain clothing, and plain furniture in houses 
prevail, with few carriages of pleasure; there, an expen- 
Sive appearance hurts credit, and is avoided: in England, 
it is often assumed to gain credit, and continued to ruin. 
_ Respecting public affairs, the difference is still greater. In 
England, the salaries of officers, and emoluments of office 
are enormous. The king has a million sterling per annum, 
and yet cannot maintain his family free of debt: secretaries 
of state, lords of treasury, admiralty, &c. have vast appoint- 
ments: an auditor of the exchequer has sixpence in the 
‘pound, or a fortieth part of all the public money expended 
_by the nation; so that when a war costs forty millions one. 
million is paid to him: an inspector of the mint, in the last 
“new coinage, received as his fee 65,0001. sterling per an- 
‘num ; to all which rewards no service these gentlemen can 
render the public is by any means equivalent. All this is 
paid by the people, who are oppressed by taxes so occasion- 
ed, and thereby rendered less able to contribute to the pay- 
ment of necessary national debts. In America, salaries, 
where indispensible, are extremely low; but much of the 
Uru 
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public business is done gratis. The honor of ‘serving the 
public ably and faithfully is deemed sufficient. Public spirit 
really exists there, and has great effects. In England it is 
universally deemed a nonentity, and whoever pretends to 
it is laughed at as a fool, or suspected as a knave. The 
committees of congress which form the board of war, the 
board of treasury, the board of foreign affairs, the naval 
_ board, that for accounts, &c. all attend the business of their 
respective functions, without any salary or emolument what- 
ever, though they spend in it much more of their time than’ 
any lord of treasury or admiralty in England can spare from 
his amusements. A British minister lately computed, that 
the whole expence of the Americans, in their ezvz/ govern- 
ment over three millions of people amounted to but 70,0001. 
sterling, and drew from thence a conclusion, that they ought 
to be taxed, until their expence was equal in proportion to 
that which it costs Britain to govern eight millions. He 
had no idea of a contrary conclusion, that if three millions 
may be well governed for 70,0001. eight millions may be as 
well governed for three times that sum, and that therefore the 
expence of his own government should be diminished. In 
that corrupted nation no man is ashamed of being concern- 
ed in lucrative government jobs, in which the public money 
is egregiously misapplied and squandered, the treasury pil- _ 
laged, and more numerous and heavy taxes accumulated, 
to the great oppression of the people. But the prospect of 

a greater number of such. jobs by a war is an inducement be 
with many, to cry out for war upon all occasions, and to 
oppose every proposition of peace. Hence the constant in-_ 
crease of the national debt, and the absolute improbabilitya 
of its ever being discharged. 

4.‘ Respecting the amount and certainty of income, and 
solidity of security ; the whole thirteen states of America 
are engaged for the payment of ev ery debt contracted by 
the congress, and the debt to be contracted by the present 
war is the only debt they will have to pay; all, or nearly 
all, the former debts of particular colonies being already 
discharged, Whereas England will have to pay not only 
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_ the enormous debt this war must occasion, but all their vast. 
preceding debt, or the interest of it,—-and while America 
_ is enriching itself by prizes made upon the British com- 
merce, more than ever it did by any commerce of its own, 
under the restraints of a British monopoly, and the dimi- 
ution of its revenues, and of course less able to discharge 
_ the present indiscreet increase of its expences. 
5. Respecting prospects of greater future ability, Britain 
_hasnone such. Her islands are circumscribed by the ocean; 
and excepting a few parks or forests, she has no new land 
to cultivate, and. cannot therefore extend her improvements. 
Her numbers too, instead of increasing from increased sub 
sistence, are continually diminishing from growing luxury, 
and the increasing difficulties of maintaining families, which 
_ of course discourage early marriages. ‘Thus she will have 
_ fewer people to assist in paying her debts, and that dimi- 
nishing number will be poorer. America, on the contrary, 
has, besides her lands already cultivated, a vast territory yet 
_ to be cultivated ; which, being cultivated, continually in- 
creases in value with the increase of people; and the peo- 
ple, who double themselves by a natural propagation every 
twenty-five years, will double yet faster, by the accession 
of strangers, as long as lands are to be had for new fami- 
lies ; so that every twenty years there will be a double num- 
ber of inhabitants obliged to discharge the public debts ; 
and those inhabitants, being more opulent, may pay their 
shares with greater ease. 
_ 6. Respecting prudence in general affairs, and the ad- 
_ vantages to be expected from the loan desired ; the Ame- 
_ricans are cultivators of land; those engaged in fishery and 
commerce are few, compared with the others. They have 
ever conducted their several governments with wisdom, 
avoiding wars, and vain expensive projects, delighting only 
in their peaceable occupations, which must, considering the 
extent of their uncultivated territory, find them employ- 
ment still for ages. Whereas England, ever unquiet, am- 
_bitious, avaricious, imprudent, and quarrelsome, is half of 
the time engaged in war, always at an expence infinitely 
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greater than the advantages to be obtained by it, if success- 
ful. Thus they made war against Spain in 1739, for a claim 
of about 95,0001. (scarce a groat for each individual of the _ 

nation) and spent forty millions sterling in the war, and the 
lives of fifty thousand men; and finally made peace with- 
out obtaining satisfaction for the sum claimed. Indeed, 
there is scarce a nation in Europe, against which she has 
not made war on some frivolous pretext or other, and 
thereby imprudently accumulated a debt, that has brought 
her on the verge of bankruptcy. But the most indiscreet 
of all her wars, is the present against America, with whom 
she might, for ages, have preserved her profitable connec- 
tion only by a just and equitable conduct. She is now act- 
ing like a mad shop-keeper, who, by beating those that pass 
his doors, attempts to make them come in and be his cus- 
tomers. America cannot submit to such treatment, with- 
out being first ruined, and, being ruined, her custom will 
be worth nothing. England, to effect this, is increasing her 
debt, and irretrievably ruining herself. America, on the 
other hand, aims only to establish her liberty, and that free- 
dom of commerce which will be advantageous to all Europe; 
and by abolishing that monopoly which she labored under, 
she will profit infinitely more than enough to repay any 
debt, which she may contract to accomplish it. 

7. Respecting character in the honest payment of debts ; 
the punctuality with which America has discharged her 
public debts was shown under the first head. And the ge- 
neral good disposition of the people to such punctuality 
has been manifested in their faithful payment of private 
debts to England, since the commencement of this war. 
There were not wanting some politicians [in America] who 
proposed stopping that payment, until peace should be re- 
stored, alleging, that in the usual course of commerce, and 
of the credit given, there was always a debt existing equal 
to the trade of eighteen months: that the trade amounting 
to five millions sterling per annum, the debt must be seven 
millions and an half ; that this sum paid to the British mer- 
chants would operate to prevent that distress, intended to 
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be brought upon Britain, by our stoppage of:commerce 
with her ; for the merchants, receiving this money, and no 
orders with it for farther supplies, would either lay it out 
in public funds, or in employing manufacturers to accumu- 
late goods for a future hungry market in America upon an 
expected accommodation, by which means the funds would 


be kept up and the manufacturers prevented from murmur- 


ing. But against this it was alleged, that injuries from mi- 
nisters should not be revenged on merchants ; that the Cres, 
dit was in consequence of private contracts, made in con- 
fidence of good faith; that these ought to be held sacred 
and faithfully complied with ; for that, whatever public uti- 


lity might be supposed to arise from a breach of private 


faith, it was unjust, and would in the end be found unwise 
honesty being in truth the best policy. On this principle 
the proposition was universally rejected ; and though the 
English prosecuted the war with unexampled_barbarity, 
burning our defenceless towns in the midst of Winter, and 
arming savages against us; the debt was punctually paid ; 
and the merchants of London have testified to the parlia- 
ment, and will testify to all the world, that from their expe- 
rience in dealing with us they had, before the war, no 
apprehension of our unfairness: and that since the war they 
have been convinced, that their good opinion of us was well 


founded. England, on the contrary, an old, corrupt go- 


yernment, extravagant, and profligate nation, sees herself 
deep in debt, which she is in no condition to pay ; and yet 
is madly, and dishonestly running deeper, without any pos- 
sibjlity of discharging her debt, but by a public bankruptcy. 

It appears, therefore, from the general industry, frugali- 
ty, ability, ‘prudence, and virtue of America, that she is a 
much safer debtor than Britain 3;——to say nothing of the sa- 
tisfaction generous minds must have in reflecting, that by 
loans to America they are opposing tyranny, and aiding the 
sause of liberty, which is the cause of all mankind. 
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LETTER RESPECTING CAPTAIN COOK. 


To all captains and commanders of armed shifis, acting by commis< 
sion from the congress of the United States of America, now in 
war with Great Britain. 


GENTLEMEN, ; 

A SHIP having been fitted out from England, before the 
commencement of this war, to make discoveries of new 
countries in unknown seas, under the conduct of that most 
celebrated navigator, captain Cook,—an undertaking truly 
laudable in itself, as the increase of geographical knowlege, 
facilitates the communication between distant nations, im the 
exchange of useful products and manufactures, and the ex- 
tension of arts, whereby the common enjoyments of human 
life are multiplied and augmented, and science of other 
kinds increased, to the benefit of mankind in general.— 
This is therefore most earnestly to recommend to every one 
of you, that in case the said ship, which is now expected to 
be soon in the European seas on her return, should happen 
to fall into your hands, you would not consider her as an 
enemy, nor suffer any plunder to be made of the effects 
contained in her, nor obstruct her immediate return to Eng- 
land, by detaining her or sending her into any other part of 
Europe or America, but that you would treat the said cap- 
tain Cook and his people with all civility and kindness, af- 
fording them, as common friends to mankind, all the assist- 
ance in your power, which they may happen to stand in need 
of. Inso doing, you will not only gratify the generosity of 
your own dispositions, but there is no doubt of your obtain~’ 
ing the approbation of the congress*, and of your own Ame-~ 
rican Owners. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
B. FRANKLIN, 
Minister plenipotentiary from the congress of the 
r United States to the court of France. 
At Passy, near Paris, 
this 10th day of March, 1779. 


aren rer 
a Dr. Kippis, a very distinguished literary character, who published a 
Biographical Dictionary which would have been respectable, had it not been 
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POLITICAL. 


ESSAYS AND CORRESPONDENCE. 


APPERTAINING TO THE REVOLUTION. 


; 4 
Attempts of Dr. Franklin for Conciliation of Great Britain with the 
Colonies», 


London, Nov. 28, 1768. 
Dear Sir, ‘ 

I RECEIVED your obliging favor of the 12th instant. 
Your sentiments of the importance of the present dispute 
between Great Britain and the colonies, appear to me ex- 
tremely just. There is nothing I wish for more than to 
see it amicably and equitably settled. 

But Providence will bring about its own ends by its own 
means; and if it intends the downfal of a nation, that _na- 
a 
defiled by a royal pension, and a prostitution of history to varnish over crimes : 
in his Life of Captain Cook, had asserted, upon what he deemed authority, 
that Dr. Franklin’s orders were instantly reversed, and that it was direct. 
ed by congress, to seize captain Cook, if an opportunity of doing it occurred : 


but Dr. Kippis finding that the information he had published was false, 
he addressed a letter to the editor of the Gentleman’s Magazine, in Sep- 


tember, 1795, and then publicly acknowleged his mistake. Indeed the 


magnanimous proceeding of Dr. Franklin in writing the passport was so 
well known in England, and the sentiments it manifested so much approved 
by the British government itself, that, when Cook’s Voyage was printed, 
the admiralty board sent a copy of the work in three volumes quarto to Dr. 
Franklin, accompanied with the elegant collection of plates, and a very polite 
Jetter from lord Howe, signifying, that the present was made with the king’s 
express approbation ; and the royal society having, in honor of that illustrious 
navigator, one of their members, struck some gold medals to be distributed’ 


among his friends and the friends of his voyage; one of those medals was also 


sent to Dr. Franklin, by order of the society, together with a letter from their 
president, sir Joseph Banks, expressing likewise, that it was sent with the ap- 
probation of the king. ' 

b Itis uncertain what is the publication promised in this letter ; unless it al- 
ludes to the E ssay, entitled ** Causes of the American Discontents before 1768,’’ 


_ in which. case there is a mistake in the date of the month. 
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tion will be so blinded by its pride, and other passions, as not- 


to see its danger, or how its fall may be prevented. / 


Being born and bred in one of the countries, and having: 


lived long and made many agreeable connexions of friend- 
ship in the other, I wish all prosperity to both: but I have 
talked, and written so mtich and so long on the subject, that 
my acquaintance are weary of hearing, and the public of 
reading any more of it, which begins to make me weary of 
talking and writing; especially as I do not find that I have 


gained any point, in either country, except that of render- . 


ing myself suspected, by my impartiality; in England, of 
being too much an American, and in America of being too 
much an Englishman. Your opinion, however, weighs with 
me, and encourages me to try one effort more, ina full, 
though concise state of facts, accompanied with arguments 
drawn from those facts ; to be published about the meeting 
of parliament, after the holidays. 

If any good may be done I shall rejoice; but at present 
I almost despair. 

Have you ever seen the barometer so low as of late? 

The 22d instant mine was at 28. 41. and yet the weather 
fine and fair. 


With sincere esteem, I am, dear friend, 


Yours, affectionately, 


B. FRANKLIN. 


Mr. Strahan, the correspondent in the following articles, was printer to the 
king, and representative in parliament for Maimsbury in Wiltshire. . An intis 


macy of long standing had subsisted between him anc Dr. Franklin, as may be . 


seen in the private correspondence in a preceding vol me. The friendship, 
which so leng subsistes between Mr. Strahan and Dr. Frankiin, the later, in 
1775, tormally abjured, in a letter addressed to Mr. Strahan, which is placed 
* out of the chronological order, at, page 350, the better to exemplify the de. 
cisive character of this great and consistent man, 
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Queries from Mr. Strahan to Dr. Franklin. 
Dear Sir, - Nov. 21, 1769. 


IN the many conversations we have had together about 
eur present disputes with North America, we perfectly 


agreed in wishing they may be brought to a speedy and 


ee 


happy conclusion. How oe is to be done, is not so easily 
ascertained. , 

Two objects, I humbly apprehend, his majesty’s servants 
have now in contemplation. 1st. To relieve the colonies 
from the taxes complained of, which they certainly had no 
hand in imposing. 2dly, To preserve the honor, the dig- 
nity, and the supremacy of the British legislature over all 
his majesty’s dominions. 

As I know your singular knowlege of the subject in 
question, and am as fully convinced of your cordial attach- 
ment to his majesty, and your sincere desire to promote the 
happiness equally of all his subjects, I beg you would in 
your own clear, brief, and explicit manner, send me an an- 
swer to the following questions: I make this request now, 
because this matter is of the utmost importance, and must 
very quickly be agitated; and I do it with the more free- 
com, as you know me and my motives too well to entertain 
the most remote suspicion that I will make an improper use 
of any information you shall hereby convey to me. | 

ist. Will not a repeal of all the duties (that on tea ex- 
cepted, which was before paid here on exportation, and of 


i tt ie raat matin 


cIn the year 1767, for the express purpose of raising a revenue in America, 


- glass, red-lead, white-lead, painters’ colors, paper, and tea (which last article 


was subject to various 4ome-impositions) became charged by act of parliament, 
with new permanenr duties payable in the American ports. Soon after, in the 
same sessions, (the English East India Company promising indemnification for the 
experiment) a temporary alteration was made with respect to the Some customs, or 
excise upon certain teas, in the hope that a deduction in the nominal imposition, 
by producing amore extended consumption, would-give an increased sum to the 


British exchequer. Mr. Strahan, comparing only the amounts of the imposed 


“~ 


American duty, and the deducted home duty, determines that the Americans had 


' sufféred no new imposition, The people of America however thought other- 


wise. Had the British «stablished this precedent for a revenue, they would, 
as they thought, have every. thing to hope; yet they aifected surprise, when 


the colonies avo:ded an acquiescence in measures, Which by parity of Tea 


soning gave the Americans every thing to fear. 
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course ho new imposition) fully satisfy the colonies? If 
you answer in the negative, 

2d. Your reasons for that opinion? 

3d. Do you think the only effectual way of composing the 
present differences is to put the Americans precisely in the 
situation they were in before the passing of the late stamp 
act?—If that is your opinion, 

4th. Your reasons for that opinion? 

5th. If this last method is deemed by the legislature, and 
his majesty’s ministers, to be repugnant to their duty, as 
guardians of the just rights of the crown and of their fel- 
low-subjects; can you suggest any other way of terminat- 
ing these disputes, consistent with the ideas of justice and 
propriety conceived by the king’s subjects on both sides of 
the Atlantic? 

6th. And if this method was actually followed, do you not 
think it would actually encourage the violent and factious 
part of the colonies to aim at still farther concessions from 
the mother country? 

7th. If they are relieved in part only, what do you, as a 
reasonable and dispassionate man, and an equal friend to 
both sides, imagine will be the probable consequences? 

The answers to these questions, I humbly conceive, will 
include all the information I want; and I beg you will fa- 
vor me with them as soon as may be. Every well-wisher 
to the peace and prosperity of the British empire, and every 
friend to our truly happy constitution, must be desirous of 
seeing even the most trivial causes of dissention among our 
fellow-subjects removed. Our domestic squabbles, in my 
mind, are nothing to what I am speaking of. This you 
know much better than I do, and therefore I need add no- 
thing farther to recommend this subject to your serious con- 
sideration. 


I am, with the most cordial esteem and attachment, 
Dear Sir, : 


Your faithful and affectionate humble Servant, 


W. STRAHAN. 
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Amswer to the preceding Queries. 


Craven Street, (London) Nov. 29, 1769. 
Dear Sir, 


BEING just returned to town from a little excursion, I 
find yours of the 21st, containing a number of queries, that 
_ would require a pamphlet to answer them fully. You, how- 
ever, desire only brief answers, which I shall endeavor to 
give. 

Previous to your queries, you tell me, that “ you appre- 
hend his majesty’s servants have now in contemplation, 
1st, To relieve the colonists from the taxes complained of ; 
2d, lo preserve the honor, the dignity, and the supremacy 
of the British legislature over all his majesty’s dominions.” 
I hope your information is good ; and that what you sup- 
pose to be in contemplation will be carried into execution, 
by repealing all the laws, that have been made for raising 
a revenue in America by authority of parliament without 
the consent of the people there. The honor and the dignity 
of the British legislature will not be hurt by such an act of 
justice and wisdom. The wisest councils are liable to be 
misled, especially in matters remote from their inspection. 
It is the persisting in an error, not the correcting it, that 
lessens the honor of any man or body of men. The su- 
premacy of that legislature, I believe, will be best preserved 
by making a very sparing use of it; never but for the evi- 
dent good of the colonies themselves, or of the whole Bri- 
tish empire; never for the partial advantage of Britain to 
their prejudice. By such prudent conduct, I imagine, that 
supremacy may be gradually strengthened, and in time fully 
established ; but otherwise, I apprehend it will be disputed, 
and lost in the dispute. At present the colonies consent 
and submit to it, for the regulations of general commerce ; 
but a submission to acts of parliament was no part of their 

original constitution. Our former kings governed their co- 
lonies, as they had governed their dominions in France, 
without the participation of British parliaments. The p>r- 
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hament of England never presumed to interfere in that pre- 


rogative, till the time of the great rebellion, when they | 


usurped the government of all the king’s other dominions, 
Treland, Scotland, &c. The colonies that held for the 
king, they conquered by force of arms, and governed af- 
terwards as conquered countries: but New England, hav- 
ing not opposed the parliament, was considered and treated 
as a sister-kingdom, in amity with England (as appears by 
the Journals, AZarch 10, 1642.) 

ist. “* Will not a repeal of all the duties (that on tea ex- 
cepted, which was before paid here on exportation, and of 
course no new imposition) fully satisfy the colonists? 

Answer, I think not. 

2d. “ Your reasons for that opinion?” 

A. Because it is not the sum paid in that duty on tea that 
is complained of as a burden, but the principle of the act, 
expressed in the preamble, viz. That those duties were 
laid for the better support of government, and the adminis- 
tration of justice in the colonies’. This the colonists think 
unnecessary, unjust, and dangerous to their most import- 
ant rights Unnecessary, because in all the colonies (two 
or three new ones excepted®) government and the adminis- 
tration of justice were, and always had been, well support- 


ed without any charge to Britain: unjust, as it has made - 


such colonies liable to pay such charge for others, in which 
they had no concern or interest : dangerous, as such mode 
of raising money for those purposes tended to render their 
assemblies useless ; for if a revenue could be raised in the 
colonies for all the purposes of government by act of parlia- 
ment, without grants from the people there, governors, 
who do not generally love assemblies, would never call] 
them ; they would be laid aside ; and when nothing should 


d ** Men may lose little property by an act which takes away all their free. 


dom. When a man is robbed of a trifleon the highway, it is not the two. 
pence lost that makes the capital outrage.” ‘* Would twenty shillings have 
ruined Mr. Hampden’s fortune ?. No! but the payment of half twenty shil- 
lings, on the principle it was demanded, would have made hima slave.” ~ See 
Mr Burke’s speeches in 1774 and 197%, 

e Noya Scetia, Canada, Georgia, and Florida. 
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depend on the people’s good-will to government, their rights 
would be trampled on; they would be treated with con- 
tempt. Another reason, why I think they would not be sa. 
tisfied with such a partial repeal, is that their agreements, 
not to import till the repeal takes place, include the whole ; 
which shows, that they object to the whole ; and those 
agreements will continue binding on them, if the whole is 
not repealed. 

3d. “ Do you think the only effectual way of composing 
the present differences is to put the Americans precisely in 
the situation they were in before the passing of the late 
stamp act?” 

A. I think so. 

4th. “ Your reasons for that Opinion ?” 

A. Other methods have been tried. They have been re. 
fused or rebuked in angry letters. Their petitions have 
been refused or rejected by parliament. They have been 
threatened with the punishments of treason by resolves of 
both houses. Their assemblies have been dissolved and - 
troops have been sent among them: but all these ways have 
only exasperated their minds and widened the breach. 
Their agreements to use no more British manufactures have 
been strengthened ; and these measures, instead of compos- 
ing differences, and promoting a good correspondence, have 
almost annihilated your commerce with those countries, 
and greatly endanger the national peace and general wel- 
fare. 

sth. “ If this last method is deemed by the legislature, 
and his majesty’s ministers, to be repugnant to their duty 
as guardians of the just rights of the crown, and of their 
fellow-subjects ; can you suggest any other way of termi- 
nating these disputes, consistent with the ideas of justice 
and propriety conceived by the king’s subjects on both sides 
the Atlantic?” : | 

A. I do not see how that method can be deemed repug- 
nant to the rights of the crown. If the Americans are put 
into their former situation, it must be by an act of parliament ; 
in the passing of which by the king, the rights of the crown 
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are exercised, not infringed. It is indifferent to the crown 
whether the aids received from America are granted by 
parliament here, or by the assemblies there, provided the 
quantum be the same ; and it is my opinion, that more will 
‘be generally granted there voluntarily, than can ever be ex- 
acted or collected from thence. by authority of parliament. 
As to the rights of fellow-subjects (I suppose you mean the 
people of Britain) I cannot conceive how those will be in- 
fringed by that method. They will still enjoy the right 
of granting their own money, and may still, if it pleases 
them, keep up their claim to the right of granting ours ; a 
‘right they can never exercise properly, for want of a sufh- 
cient knowlege of us, our circumstances and abilities (te 
say nothing of the little likelihood there is that we should 
ever submit to it) therefore a right that can be of no good. 
use to them ; and we shall continue to enjoy in fact the right 
of granting our money, with the opinion, now universally 
prevailing among us, that we are free subjects of the king, 
and that fellow-subjects of one part of his dominions are 
not sovereigns over fellow-subjects in any other part. If 
the subjects on the different sides of the Atlantic have dif- 
ferent and opposite ideas of ‘ justice and propriety,” no one 
“¢ method” can possibly be consistent with both. ‘The best 
will be, to let each enjoy their own opinions, without dis- 
turbing them, when they do not interfere with the common 
good. . 
6th. ‘¢ And if this method were actually allowed, do you 

not think it would encourage the violent and factious ‘part 
of the colonists, to aim at still farther concessions from the 
mother country?” | : : 
A. I donot think it would. There may be a few among ~ 
them that deserve the name of factious and violent, as there 
are in all countries; but these would have little influence, if 
the great majority of sober reasonable people were satisfied. - 
If any colony should happen to think, that some of your res. 
ulations of trade are inconvenient to the general interests © 
of the empire, or prejudicial to them without being benefi. 
cial to you, they will state these matters to parliament ine 
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petitions as heretofore ; but will, I believe, take no violent 
Steps to obtain what they may hope for in time from’ the 
wisdom of government here. I know of nothing else they 
can have in view: the notion that prevails here, of their be- 
ing desirous to set up a kingdom or commonwealth of their 
own, is to my certain. knowlege entirely groundless. . I 
therefore think, that on a total repeal of all duties, laid ex- 
pressly for the purpose of raising a revenue on the people 
of America without their consent, the present uneasiness 
would subside ; the agreements not to import would be dis- 
solved ; and the commerce flourish as heretofore ; and I 
am confirmed in this sentiment by all the letters I have re- 
ceived from America, and by the opinions of all the sensj- 
ble people who have lately come from thence,......crown-offi- 
cers excepted. . I know, indeed, that the people of Boston are | 
grievously offended by the quartering of troops among them, 
as they think, contrary to law, and are very angry with 
the board of commissioners, who have calumniated them 
to government ; but as I suppose the withdrawing of those 
troops may be a consequence of reconciliating measures 
taking place ; and that the commission also will be either 
dissolved, if found useless, or filled with more temperate 
and prudent men, if still deemed useful and necessary; I 
do not imagine these particulars would prevent a return of 
the harmony so much to be wished /, 

Soin a cncph pote: aM Ca 

f <* The opposition [to’lord Rockingham’s administration ]” says lord Ches.- 

terfield, ‘‘ are for taking vigorous, as they call them, but I call them violent 
“measures ; net less than Jes dragonades; and to have the tax collected by the 
troops we have there. For my part, I never saw a froward child mended by 
whipping: and I would not have the mother become a step mother.” Letter, 
No. 360. 

_ ** Itis a certain maxim,” pleads Mr. Burke, ‘* that the fewer causes of dis. 
Satisfaction are left by government, the more the subject will be disinclined tg 
resist and rebel 2” ‘*I confess I do not feel the least alarm from the discontents 
which are to arise from putting people at their ease. Nor do I apprehend the 
destruction of this empire, from giving, by an act of free grace and indulgence, 
to two millions of my fellow-citizens, some share of those rights, upon which 
I have always been taught to value myself,”’ Burke’s Speeches in 1774 and 
1775. 
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vth. “If they are relieved in part only, what do you, as 
a reasonable and dispassionate man, and an equal friend to 
both sides, imagine will be the probable consequences ! 

A. L imagine, that repealing the offensive duties in part 
will answer no end to this country ; the commerce will re- 
main obstructed, and the Americans go on with their 
schemes of frugality, industry, and manufactures, to their 
own great advantage. How much that may tend to the 
prejudice of Britain, 1 cannot say ; perhaps not so much as 
some apprehend, since she may in time find new-markets. 
But I think, if the union of the two countries continues to 
subsist, it will not hurt the general interest ; for whatever 
wealth Britain loses by the failing of its trade with the co- 
lonies, America will gain; and the crown will receive equal 
aids from its subjects upon the whole, if not greater. ? 

And now I have answered your questions, as to what 
may be, in my opinion, the consequences of this or that 
supposed measure, I will go a little further, and tell you, 
what I fear is more likely to come to pass in reality. I 
apprehend, that the ministry, at least the American part of 
it, being fully persuaded of the right of parliament, think 
it ought to be enforced, whatever may be the consequences ; 
and at the same time do not believe, there is even now any 
abatement of the trade between the two countries on ac- 
count of these disputes ; or, that if there is, it is small, and 
cannot long continue. ‘They are assured by the crown-ofh- 
cers in America, that manufactures are impossible there ; 
that the discontented are few, and persons of little conse- 
quence ; ‘that almost all the people of property and import- 
ance are satished, and disposed to submit quietly to the tax- 
ing power of parliament ; and that if the revenue-acts are 
continued, and those duties only that are called anti-com- 
mercial be repealed, and others perhaps laid in their stead, the 
power ere long will be patiently submitted to, and the agree- 
ments not to import be broken, when they are found to pro- 
duce no change of measures here. From these and similar 
misinformations, which seem to be credited, I think it likely, 
that no thorough redress of gricvances will be afforded to 
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“America this session. This may inflame matters still more 
in that country ; farther rash measures there may create 
more resentment here, that may produce not merely ill-ad- 
vised dissolutions of their assemblies, as last year, but at- 
tempts to dissolve their constitution’ ; more troops may 
be sent over, which will create more uneasiness ; to justify 
the measures of government, your writers will revile the 
Americans in your newspapers, as they have already begun © 
to do, treating them as miscreants, rogues, dastards, rebels, 
&c. to alienate the minds of the people here from them, and 
which will tend farther to diminish their affections to this 
country. Possibly, too, some of their warm patriots may 
be distracted enough to expose themselves by some mad 
action to be sent for hither, and government here may be 
indiscreet enough to hang them, on the act of Henry VIII‘. 
Mutual provocations will thus go on to complete the sepae 
ration ; and instead of that cordial affection, that once and 
so long existed, and that harmony, so. suitable to the cir- 
cumstances, and so necessary to the happiness, strength, 
safety, and welfare of both countries, an implacable’malice 
and mutual hatred, such as we now see subsisting between 
the Spaniards and Portuguese, the Genoese and Corsicans, 
from the same original misconduct in the superior govern- 
ments, will take place: the sameness of nation, the simi- 
larity of religion, manners, and language, not in the least 
preventing in our case, more than it did in theirs.—I hope, 
however, that this may all prove false prophecy, and that you 
and I may live to see as sincere and perfect a friendship 
established between our respective countries, as has so many 
years subsisted between Mr. Strahan, and his truly affec- 
tionate old friend, 


B. FRANKLIN. 
—e———eSSS Ses 


g This was afterwards attempted by the British legislature, in the case of the 
province of Massachusett’s Bay. 

h The lords and commons very prudently concurred in an address for this pur- 
pose, and the king very graciously assured them of his compliance with their 
wishes. 
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Bi, ‘Mn, STRAHAN, 
YOU are a member of that parliament, and have formed 


part of that majority, which has condemned my native coun- 
_ try to destruction. 


You have begun to burn our towns, and to destroy their 
inhabitants ! 

Look at your hands !—they are stained with the blood of 
your relations and your acquaintances. 

You and I were long friends; you are at present my 
enemy, and I am yours. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


On a oe ee 2 4 


State of the Constitution of the Colonies k, by Governor Pownall; 
with Remarks by Dr. Franklin. 


[ PRINCIPLES. | 
1. WHEREVER any Englishmen go forth without the 


realm, and make settlements in partibus exteris, “‘ These 
settlements as English-settlements, and these inhabitants as 
English subjects (carrying with them the laws of the land 
wherever they form colonies, and receiving his majesty’s 
protection by virtue of his royal charter!’ or commissions 


of government) “ have and enjoy all liberties and immuni- 
ties of free and natural subjects, to all intents, constructions, 


and purposes whatsoever, as if they and every of them were 


i This letter appeared, shertly after the period of its date, in the London 
papers. 

k This state of the constitution of the anaes was printed at the close of 
#769, and communicated to various persons, with a view to prevent mischief, 
from the misunderstandings between the government of Great Britain and the 


people of America. It was the production of governor Pownall. Dr. Frank- 


lin’s remarks from their early date are particularly curious; they were commu. 


* nicated in MS. to governor Pownall; and from an observation in reply, signed 


T. P. appear to have been returned. 
1 Pratt and York. 
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born oe the realm” ;” and are bound by the like allegi~ | 


ance as every other subject of the realm. 


Remarks. The settlers of colonies in America did ie 


earry with them the laws of the land, as being bound by 
them wherever they should settle. They left the realm to 
avoid the inconveniences and hardships they were under, 
where some of those laws were in force, particularly eccle- 


stastical laws, those for payment of tythes and others. Had 


it been understood, that they were to carry these laws with 
them, they had better have staid at home among their friends, 
unexposed to the risks and toils of anew settlement. They 
earried with them, a right to such parts of the laws of the 
land, as they should judge advantageous or useful to them: 


aright to be free from those they thought hurtful; and a 


right to make such others, as they should think necessary $ 
not infringing the general rights of Englishmen: and such 
new laws they were to form, as agreeable as might He ta 
the laws of England. B.F. 

2: Therefore the common law of Englind, and all such 
statutes as were enacted and in force at the time in which 
such settlers went forth, and such colonies and plantations 
were established, (except as hereafter excepted) together 
with all such alterations and amendments as the said com- 
mon law may have received, is from time to time, and at 
all times, the law of those colonies and plantations. _ 

Rem. So jar as they adopt it, by express ae or by 
practice. B.F. 

3. Therefore all statutes, touching the right of the sue- 
cession, and setilement of the crown, with the statutes of 
treason relating thereto"; all statutes, regulating or limit- 


Ss 


m General words in all charters. " . 

n [i. e.] All statutes respecting the general relations between the crown and 
the subject, not such as respect any particular or peculiar establishment of the 
realm of England. As for instance: by the 13th and 14th of Car. II. c. 2. the 
supreme military power is declared to be in general, without limitation, in his 
majesty, and to have alway been of right annexed to the office of king of Eng- 
land, throughout all his majesty’s realms and dominions; yet the enacting 
elause, which respects only the peculiar establishment of the militia of Eng- 
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ing the general powers and authority of the crown, and the 
exercise of the jurisdiction thereof; all statutes declaratory 
of the rights and liberty of the subject, do extend to all Bri- 
tish subjects in the colonies and plantations as of common 
right, and as if they and gh of them were born within 
the realm. 

Rem. Jt is doubted, whether any seitlomens of the crown 
by parliament, takes place in the colonies, otherwise than 
by consent of the assemblies there. Had the rebellion in 
1745, succeeded so far as to settle the Stuart family again on 


the throne, by act of parliament, I think the colonies would 
‘not have thought ihemselves bound by such act. They would 


still have adhered to the present family as long as they could. 
B. F. 
Observation in reply. They are bound to the king and his 


successors, and we know no succession but by act of parlia-. 
ment. Wh. P. 


4. All statutes enacted since the establishment of colo- 
nies and plantations do extend to and operate within the 
said colonies and plantations, in which statutes the same are 
specially named. ) 

Rem. It is doubted, whether any act of parliament should 
of right operate in the colonies: in fact several of them have 
and do operate. B. F. 

5. Statutes and customs, which respect only the special 
and local circumstances of.the realm, do not extend to and 
operate within said colonies and plantations, where no such 
special and local circumstances are found.—(Thus the ec- 
clestastical and canan law, and all statutes respecting tythes, 
the laws respecting courts baron and copyholds, the game 
acts, the statutes respecting the poor and settlements, and 
all other laws and statutes, having special reference to spe. 


land, extends to the realm of England only; so that the supreme military 


_ power of the crown in all other his majesty’s realms and dominions stands, as 


70 this statute, on the basis of its general power, unlimited. However, the se- 
veral legislatures of his majesty’s kingdom of Ireland, of his dominions of Vir- 
ginia, and of the several colonies and plantations in America, haye, by laws to 
which the king hath given his consent, operating within the precincts of their 


¢ several jurisdictions, Jimited the powers of it and regulated the exercise thereof, 


| 
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cial and local circumstances and establishments within the 
realm, do not extend to and operate within these settle- 

. ments, 77 partibus exteris, where no such circumstances or — 
establishments exist. ). 

Rem. These laws have no force in America: not merely 
_ because local circumstances differ, but because they have ne- 
ver been adopted, or brought over by acts of assembly or by 
) practice in the courts. B. F. 

6. No statutes made since the establishment of said co- 
_lonies and plantations (except as above described in arti- 
cles 3 and 4) do extend to and operate within said colonies 

and plantations. 

Query.—Would any statute ‘made since the establish- 

ment of said colonies and plantations, which statute im- 
ported, to annu/ and abolish the powers and jurisdictions 
of their respective constitutions of government, where the _ 
same was not contrary to the laws, or any otherwise for- 
feited or abated ; or which statute imported, to take away, . 
or did take away, the rights and privileges of the settlers, as« 
British subjects : would such statute, as of right, extend to 
_ and operate within said colonies and plantations. 
Answer. No. The parliament has no such power. The 
charters cannot be altered but by consent of both parties— 
the king and the colonies. B.F. 


COROLLARIES FROM THE FOREGOING PRINCIPLES. 


- Upon the matters of fact, right, and law, as above stated, 
it is, that the British subjects thus settled in partibus ex- 
teris without the realm, so long as they are excluded from 

an entire union with the realm, as parts of and within the — 
“same, have a right to have (as they have) and to be g0- 

_verned by (as they are) a distinct intire civil government, 
of the like powers, pre-eminences, and jurisdictions (con- 
formable to the like rights, privileges, immunities, fran- — 
chises, and civil liberties) as are to be found and are esta- 
blished in the British government, respecting the British, 
subject within the realm. 
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Rem. Right. B. F. 


Hence also it is, that the rights of the subject, as dew a 


‘clared in the petition of right, that the imitation of prero-— 


gative by the act for abolishing the star-chamber, and ton 
regulating the privy-council, &c, that the habeas corpus act, 
the statute of frauds, the bill of rights, do of common ict 


extend to and are in force within said colonies and planta-_ 


tions. 
Rem. Several of these rights are established by special 


colony laws. If any are not yet so established, the colonies 


have right to such laws: and the covenant having been made 
in the charters by the king, for himself and his successors, 
such laws ought to receive the royal assent as of right. 


B. F. 


; 


Hence it is, that i cradled within the precincts of 


these jurisdictious have (as of right they ought to have) a 
share in the power of making those laws which they are 


to be governed by, by the right which they have of sending 
, their representatives to act for them and to consent for them 
in all matters of legislation, which representatives, when 


met in general assembly, have, together with the crown, a. 
right to perform and do all the like acts respecting the mat- 
ters, things, and rights, within the precincts of their juris- 


‘diction, as the parliament hath respecting the realm and 
British dominions. 


Hence also it is, that all the executive offices (from the 
supreme civil magistrate, as /ocum tenens to the king, down. 


to that of constable and head-borough) must of right be 
established with all and the like powers, neither more nor 


they are established. 
Hence it is, that the judicial offices and courts Of justice, 


# less than as defined by the constitution and law, as in. fact 


established within the precincts of said jurisdictions, have, 
as they ought of right to have, all those jurisdictions and 


powers ‘ as fully and amply to all intents and purposes 
whatsoever, as the courts of king’s bench, common pleas, 
_and exchequer, within his majesty’s kingdom of England, 
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~ have, and ought to have, and are empowered to give judg- 
‘. ment and award execution thereupon®.” 
Hence is is, that by the possession, enjoyment, and exer- 
cise of his majesty’s great seal, delivered to his majesty’s 
_ governor, there is established within the precincts of the 
respective jurisdictions, all the same and like powers of 
chancery (except where by charters specially excluded) as 
his majesty’s chancellor within his’ majesty’s kingdom of 
England hath, and of right ought to have, by delivery of 
the great seal of England.—And hence it is, that all the 
like rights, privileges, and powers, follow the use, exercise, 
_ and application of the great seal of each colony and plan- 
_ tation within the precincts of said jurisdiction, as doth, and 
ought of right to follow the use, exercise, and application 
of the great seal. . 
Hence also it is, that appeals in real actions, “ whereby 
the lands, tenements, and hereditaments of British sub- 
jects may be drawn into question and disposed of,” do not 
he, as of right and by law they ought not to lie, to the king 
in council. 
Hence also it is, that there is not any law now in Hittani 
whereby the subject within said colonies and plantations can, 
be removed? from the jurisdiction to which he is amenable 


o Law in New England, confirmed by the crown, October 22, 1700, 
p 16th Car. I. c. 10. me 
q The case of the court erected by act of parliament 11th and 12th of William 
III. c. 7, (since the enacting of the 4abeas corpus act) for the trial of piracies, 
felonies and robberies committed in or upon the sea, or in any haven, river, creek, 
or place where the admiral has jurisdiction, does no way affect this position : nor 
doth the 14th § of the said statute, directing that the commissioners, of whom — 
Such court consists, may issue their warrant for apprehending such pirates, &c. 
‘in order to their being tried in the colonies, or sent into Engiand, any way militate 
with the doctrine here laid down: nor can it be applied as tbe case of a furisdic— 
tion actually existing, which supercedes the jurisdictions of the courts in the 
colonies and plantations, and as what authorises the taking the accused of such 
“piracies, &c. from those jurisdictions, and the sending such so taken to England 
for trial.—It cannot be applied as a case similar and in point to the application 
of aniact of parliament (passed in the 35th of Henry VIII. concerning the 
trial of treasons) lately recommended in order to the sending persons accused of 
committing crimes in the plantations to England for trial: because this act ef 
the 11th and 12th of William, c. 7, respects crimes committed in places, 
14 ge the admiral has jurisdiction,” and cases to which the jurisdiction of 


. 
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‘in all his right, and through which his service and allegi- 
ance must be derived to the crown, and from which no ap- 
peal lies in criminal causes, so as that such subject may 
become amenable to a jurisdiction foreign to his natural — 
and legal resiancy ; to which he may be thereby transported, — 
and under which he may be brought to trial and receive 
judgment, contrary to the rights and privileges of the sub- 
ject, as declared by the spirit and intent and especially by 
the 16th } of the Aabeas corpus act. And if the person of 
any subject within the said colonies and plantations should 
_ be seized or detained by any power issuing from any court, 
without the jurisdiction of the colony where he then had his 
legal resiancy, it would become the duty of the courts of 
justice within such colony (it is undoubtedly of their ju- 
risdiction so to do) to issue the writ of habeas corpus™. — 

Hence also it is, that in like manner as *S the command 
and disposition of the militia, and of all forces by sea and 
land, and of all forts and places of strength, is, and by 
the laws of England ever was, the undoubted right of his 


those provincial courts do zot extend. In the case of ‘treasons committed within the 
jurisdiction of the colonies and plantations, there are courts competent to try such 
crimes and to give judgment thereupon, where the trials of such are regulated 
by laws to which thé king hath given his consent: from which there lies no 
‘appeal, and wherein the king hath given power and instruction to his governor 
as to execution or respite of judgment. The said act of Henry VIII. which 
provides remedy for a case which supposes the want of due legal jurisdiction, 
cannot be any way, or by any rule, applied to a case where thers 25 due legal 
and competent jurisdiction. B. F. . 
‘ry The—referring toanold act made for the trial of treasons committed out of 
the realm, by such persons as had no legal resiancy but within the realm, and 
who were of the realm, applying the purview of that statute, which was made rt 
0 bringsubjects of the realm who had committed treason out of the realm (where ¥ ue 
there was xo criminal jurisdiction to which they ‘could be amenable) to trial with= | 
in the realm, under that criminal jurisdiction to which alone by their legal resie ; 
ancy and allegiance they were amenabie ; and applying this to the case of subjects fy 
whose /ega/ ‘* resiancy”’ is without the cenit and who are by that ‘ resiancy” : 
and their allegiance amenable toa jurisdiction authorised and empowered to- try 
and give judgment upon all capital offences whatsoever without appeal ; thus fs 
applying this statute so as to take up a proceeding, for where there is no legal — a 
process either by common or statute law as now established, but in defiance a 


which there is a legal process established by the hadeas corpus act ;—would be, 
to disfranchise the subject in America of those rights and liberties which by i 
statute and common law he is now entitled to. B. F. im 
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majesty and his royal predecessors, kings and queens of 
England, within all his majesty’s realms and dominions 5,” 
in like manner as the supreme military power and com- 
mand (so far as the constitution knows of and will justify 
its establishment) is inseparably annexed to, and forms an 
essential part of the office of supreme civil magistrate, the 
office of king: in like manner, in all governments under the 
éing, where the constituents are British subjects, and of 


full and perfect right entitled to the British laws and con- 


stitution, the supreme military command within the pre- 
eincts of such jurisdictions must be inseparably annexed to 
the office of supreme civil magistrate, (his majesty’s regent 
Vice-gerent, lieutenant, or /ocum tenens, in what form so- 
ever established) so that the king cannot, by any t com- 
mission of regency, by any commission or charter of go- 
vernment, separate or withdraw the supreme command of 
the military from the office of supreme civil magistrate—_ 


_ either by reserving this command in his:own hands, to be 
_exercised and executed independent of the civil power ; or 
by granting a distinct commission to any military com- 
-mander in chief, so to be exercised and executed ; but 


more especially not within such jurisdictions where such 


-supreme military power (so far as the constitution knows. 
-and will justify the same) is a/ready annexed and granted 


to the office of supreme civil magistrate.—And hence it is, 
that the king cannot erect or establish any law martial or 


“military command, by any commission which may super- 


sede and not be subject to the supreme civil magistrate, 


s 13th and 14th Car. II c. 2. 

t If the king was to absent himself for a time from the realm, and did as 
usual leave a fegency in his place, his /ocum tenens, as supreme Civil magistrate, 
could he authorise and commission any military commander in chief to com-~ 
mand the militia, forts, and forces, independent of such regency ? Could he do this 
in Ireland ? Could he do this in the colonies and plantations, where the gover- 
nor is already, by commission, or charter or both under the great seal, military 


commander in chief, as part of (and inseparably annexed to) the office of su- 


preme civil magistrate, his majesty’s /ocwm texens within said jurisdictions ? If 
he could, then, while openly, by patent accerding to law, he appeared to estas 
blish a free British constitution, he might by a fallacy establisha military power 
and government, B, F. : 

if ae 
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within the respective precincts of the civil jurisdictions of 


said colonies and plantations, otherwise than in such man-— 


ner as the said law martial and military commissions are 


annexed or subject to the supreme civil jurisdiction within — 
his majesty’s realms and dominions of Great Britain and ~ 
Ireland ; and hence it is, that the establishment and exer- 


cise of such commands and commissions would be illegal ™. 

Rem. The king has the command of allmilitary force in his 
dominions : but in every distinct state of his dominions there 
should be the consent of the parliament or assembly (the re- 
presentative body_) to the raising and keeping up such mik- 
tary force. He cannot even raise troops and quarter them 
in another, without the consent of that other. He cannot 
of right bring troops raised in Ireland and quarter them in 
Britain, but with the consent of the parliament of Britain: 
nor carry to Ireland and quarter there, soldiers raised in 
Britain, without the consent of the Irish parliament, unless 
in time of war and cases of extreme exigency.—In 1756, 


when the speaker went up to present the money-bills, he said 


among other things, that “* England was capable of fighting 


her own battles and defending herself; and although ever 


attached to your majesty’s person, ever at ease under your 


a 


just government, they cannot forbear taking notice of some 


circumstances in the present situation of affairs, which no- 


thing but the confidence in your justice could hinder from 
alarming their most serious apprehensions. Subsidies to fo-— 


reign princes when already burthened with a debt scarce to 


be borne, cannot but be severely felt. An army of foreign © 
troops, a thing unprecedented, unheard of, unknown, 


4 


u Governor Pownall, accompanied this paper to Dr. Franklin with a sort of © 


prophetic remark. After stating, that these theorems, ard their application to 


it 
iy 


existing cases, were intended to remedy the orchidies, indigestion, indegision, _ 
and errors, then prevailing either in opinicns or conduct ; he adds, ‘* the yery © 
nf 


attention to the investigation may lead to the discovery oF some truths respecting © 


ye 


the whole British empire, then little thought of and scarce even suspected, and — 


which perhaps it would not be prudent at this time to mark and point out.”— 
The minister however judged the discussion of dubious rights over growing states, 
a better policy than possession, discretion, and silence: he turned civilian, for 


which he was not qualified, and lost an empir>, which he was not worthy to_ 


goverm 
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brought into England, cannot but alarm, &c. (See the 
Speech. ) 

NV. B. These foreign troops were part of the king’s sub- 
jects, Hanoverians, and all inhis service, which was the same 
thing as if he were to transport troops from England into 
the American colonies without the consent of their lezisla- 


fire. Bo Fs 


TO MRe DUBOURG, 


Concerning the Dissentions between England and Americas 
London, October 2, 1770. 

I SEE with pleasure that we think pretty much alike on 
the subjects of English America. We of the colonies have 
never insisted, that we ought to be exempt from contribut- 
ing to the common expences necessary to support the pros- 
perity of the empire. We only assert, that having parlia- 
ments of our own, and not having representatives in that 
of Great Britain, our parliaments are the only judges 
of what we can and what we ought to contribute in this 
case ; and that the English parliament has no right to take 
our money without our consent. In fact, the British em- 
pire is not a single state; it comprehends many ; and though 
the parliament of Great Britain has arrogated to itself the 
power of taxing the colonies, it has no more right to do so, 
than it has to tax Hanover. We have the same king, but 
not the same legislatures. 3 i 

The dispute between the two countries has already cost 
England many millions sterling, which it has lost in its 
commerce, and America has in this respect been a propor- 
tionable gainer. This commerce consisted principally of 
superiluities ; objects of luxury and fashion, which we can 
well do without; and the resolution we have formed, of 
importing no more till our grievances are redressed, has 
enabled many of our infant manufactures to take root ; and 
it will not be easy to make our people abandon them in fu- 
ture, even should a connection more cordial than ever suc- 


x Retranslated from a French edition of Dr. Franklin’s works. 
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ceed the present troubles. I have indeed no doubt, that 
the parliament of England will finally abandon its present 
pretensions, and leave us to the peaceable enjoyment of our 
rights and privileges. | 

. B. FRANKLIN. 


THE TEA TAX. 


Preface by the British Editor [Dr. Franklin] to “ the Votes and 


Proceedings of the Freeholders, and other Inhabitants of the Town 
of Boston, in Town-Meeting assembled according to Law (fub- 
lished by Order of thé Town), cy.” 


ALI. accounts of the discontent, so general in our co- 


lonies, have of late years been industriously smothered and 


concealed here, it seeming to suit the views of the Ameri- zy 


can minister? to have it understood, that by his great abi- 
lities, all faction was subdued, all opposition suppressed, 
and the whole country quieted. That the true state of af- 
fairs there may be known, and the true causes of that dis- 


content well understood, the following piece (not the pro- 


duction of a private writer, but the unanimous act of a 
Jarge American city) lately printed in New England, is re- 
published here. This nation, and the other nations of Eu- 


rope, may thereby learn, with more certainty, the grounds of 4 


cata OH 


y ‘* Boston printed : London reprinted, and sold by J. Wilkie, in St. Paul's 


Church-yard. 1773.’’-~Tbe preface only is given, as that alone properly bac ; 


to this work. 


This little piece very much irritated the English ministry. tiie: their j 


determination, that the Americans should receive teas only from Great Bri- 
tain. And accordingly the East india company sent out large cargoes under 


their protection. The colonists every where refused, either entrance, or else _ 
permission of sale, except at Boston, where, the furce of government prevent- 


ing more moderate measures, certain persons in disguise threw it into the sea. 
The preamble of the stamp act produced the tea act; the tea act produced 


violence ; violence, acts of parliament; acts of parliament, a revolt, ——‘ A q 
little neglect,” says poor Richard, ‘* may breed great mischief: for want of a a 
nail the shoe was lost; for want of a shoe the horse was lost; for wantofa 
horse the rider was lost ; being overtaken and slain by the exemy; all for want 


of alittle care abaut a horse-shoe nail. ” 


' z Lord Hillsborough.—This nebleman, before this time first lord of trade, is 
was introduged in 1768 into the wew-titled office of secretary of state for the colonies, _ 


y* 
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a dissention, that possibly may, sooner or later, have con-— 
sequences interesting to them all. 

The colonies had, from their first settlement, been 
governed with more ease than perhaps can be equal- 
led by any instance in history of dominions so dis- 
tant. ‘Their affection and respect for this country, while 
they were treated with kindness, produced an implicit obe- 
dience to the ae of the prince, and even to acts of 


_ the British parliament, though the right of binding them by 


a legislature, in which they were unrepresented, was never 
clearly understood. That respect and affection produced a 
partiality in favor of every thing that was English ; whence 
their preference of English modes and manufactures ; their 
submission to restraints on the importation of foreign goods, 
which they had but little desire to use; and the monopoly 
we so long enjoyed of their commerce, to the great enrich- 
ing of our merchants and artificers. The mistaken policy 
of the stamp act first disturbed this happy situation; but 
the flame thereby raised was soon extinguished by its. re- 
peal, and the old harmony restored, with all its concomi- 
tant advantage to our commerce. The subsequent act of 
another administration, which, not content with an esta- 
blished exclusion of foreign manufactures, began to make 
our own merchandize dearer to the consumers there by 
heavy duties, revived it again; and combinations were en- 
tered into throughout the continent, to stop trading with 
Britain till those duties should be repealed. All were ac- 
cordingly repealed but one—the duty on tea. This was re- 
served (professedly so) as a standing claim and exercise of 
the right, assumed by parliament, of laying such duties a, 
The colonies, on the repeal, retracted their agreement, so 
far as related to all other goods, except that on which the 
‘(SANE Me CO ARREae Tec 

a Mr. Burke tells us (in his speech in 1774) that this preambulary tax had 
Jost us at once the benefit of the west and of the east ; had thrown open-fold_ 
ing doors to contraband; and would be the means of giving the profits of the 
colony trade to every nation but ourselves. He adds in the 62me plac’, ‘Ttis 
indeed a tax of sophistry, a tax of pedantry, a tax of disputatio 


and rebellion, a tax for any thing but benefit to the imposers, 
the subject.” 


n, a tax of wa: 
Or satisfaction to 
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duty was retained... This was trumpeted here by the mi- 
nister for the colonies as a triumph ; there it was considered 
only as a decent and equitable measure, showing a willing- 
ness to meet the mother-country, in every advance towards 
areconciliation; and this disposition to a good understand- 
ing was so prevalent, that possibly they might soon have 
relaxed in the article of tea also. But the system of com- 
missioners of customs, officers without end, fleets and armies 
for collecting and enforcing those duties, being continued ; 
and these acting with much indiscretion and rashness (giv- 
ing great and unnecessary trouble and obstruction to busi- 
ness, commencing unjust and vexatious suits, and harrassing 
commerce in all its branches, while that minister kept the 
people in a constant state of irritation by instructions which 
appeared to have no other end than the gratifying his pri- 
vate resentment) occasioned a persevering adherence to 
their resolutions in that particular; and the eyent should 
be alesson to ministers, not to risk, through pique, the 
obstructing any one branch of trade ; since the course and 
connection of general business may be thereby disturbed to 
a degree, impossible to be foreseen or imagined. For it 
appears, that the colonies, finding their humble petitions to 
have their duty repealed were rejected and treated with 
contempt, and that the produce of the duty was applied to 
the rewarding, with undeserved salaries and pensions, every 
one of their enemies ; the duty itself became more odious, 
and their resolutions to starve it more vigorous and obsti- 
nate. The Dutch, the Danes, and French, took this op- 
portunity, thus offered them by our imprudence, and began 
to smuggle their teas into the plantations. At first this was 
something difficult; but at length, as all business is im- 
improved by practice, it became easy. A coast fifteen 
hundred miles in length could not in all parts be guarded, 
even by the whole navy of England; especially where 
their restraining authority was by all the inhabitants deemed 


OU, Ce en Ne er ea aa — 
a 


b Some of his circular letters had been criticised, and exposed by one or two. 
of the American assemblies. 
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unconstitutional, and the smuggling of course was considered 
as patriotism. ‘The needy wretches too, who, with small sa- 
laries, were trusted to watch the ports day and night, in all 
weathers, found it easier and more profitable, not only to 
wink, but to sleep in their beds; the merchants’ pay being 
more generous than the king’s. Other India goods also, 
which, by themselves, would not have made a smuggling 
voyage sufficiently profitable, accompanied tea to advantage ; 
and it is feared the cheap French silks, formerly rejected as 
not to the taste of the colonies, may have found their way 
with the wares of India, and now established themselves 
in the popular use and opinion. 

It is supposed, that at least a million of Americans drink 
tea twice a day, which, at the first cost here, can scarce be 
reckoned at less than half-a-guinea a head perannum. This 
market, that, in the five years which have run on since the 
act passed, would have paid 2,500,000 guineas for tea 
alone into the coffers of the company, we have wantonly lost 
to foreigners. Meanwhile it is said the duties have so di- 
minished, that the whole remittance of the last year amount- 
ed to no more than the pitiful sum of 851.¢ for the expence 
of some hundred thousands, in armed ships and soldiers to 
support the officers. Hence the tea, and other India goods, 
which might have been sold in America, remain rotting 
in the company’s warehouses*; while those of foreign 
ports are known to be cleared by the American demand. 
Hence, in some degree, the company’s inability to pay their 
bills ; the sinking of their stock, by which millions of pro- 
perty have been annihilated ; the lowering of their divi- 
dend, whereby so many must be distressed; the loss to 


> REN re ETE EEL 
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c “* Eighty-five pounds I am assured, my.lords, isthe whole equivalent, we 
have received for all the hatred and mischief, and all the infinite losses this king- 
dom has suffered during that year, in her disputes with North America.” See 
the bishop of St. Asaph’s intended speech, published at this period, 

d At this time they contained many millions of pounds of tea, including the 
usual stock on hand. Mr. Burke, in his speech in 1774, supposes, that Ame- 
rica might have given a vent for ten millions of pounds, This seems to have’ 
heen the greater part of the whole quantity. 
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government of the stipulated 400,000l. a year ®, which must 
make a proportionable reduction in our savings towards the 
discharge of our enormous debt: and hence in part the se- 
vere blow suffered by credit in general , to the ruin of many 
families; the stagnation of business in Spitalfields and at 
Manchester, through want of vent for their goods ; with 
other future evils, which,as they cannot, from the nume- 
yous and secret connections in general commerce, easily be 
foreseen, can hardly be avoided. 


a 


A Prussian Edict, assuming Claims over Britain. ie 
Dantzick, Sept. 5, 1773 & 

WE have long wondered here at the supiness of the En- 
glish nation, under the Prussian impositions upon its trade 
entering our port. We did not, till lately, know the claims, 
ancient and modern, that hang over that nation, and there- 
fore could not suspect, that it might submit to those impo- 
sitions from a sense of duty, or from principles of equity. 
The following edict, just made public, may, if serious, 
throw some light upon this matter: 

“ Freperick, by the grace of God, king of Prussia, 
&c. to all present and to come ; [@ tous présens et a 
venir. Or1GinaL.]—Health!—-The peace now enjoyed 
throughout our dominions, having afforded us leisure to 
apply ourselves to the regulation of commerce, the im- 
provement of our finances, and at the same time the eas- 
ing of our domestic subjects in their taxes: for these causes, 
and other good considerations us thereunto moving, we 
hereby make known, that, after having deliberated these 
affairs in our council, present our dear brothers, and other 
great officers of the state, membcrs of the same; WE, of 
our certain knowlege, full power, and authority royal, 
have made and issued this present edict, viz. ‘f 


e On acccunt of a temporary comomroiise of certain duties with government. 
f Seen in certain memorable mercanti'e failures in the year 1772. 


= 


g This intelligence extraordinary first appeared in Woodtall’s Public Advertiser. — 


$ 


~ 
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“ Whereas it is well known to all the world, that the first 
German settlements made in the island of Britain, were by 
colonies of people, subjects to our renowned ducal ances- 


tors, and drawn from their dominions, under the conduct of 


Hengist, Horsa, Hella, Uffa, Cerdicus, Ida, and others; and 
that the said colonies have flourished under the protection 
of our august house, for ages past, have never been eman- 
cipated therefrom, and nevertheless have hitherto yielded 
little profit to the same: and whereas we ourself have in 
the last war fought for and defended the said colonies, 
against the power of France, and thereby enabled them 
to make conquests from the said power in America, for 
which we have not yet received adequate compensation : 
and whereas it is just and expedient that a revenue should 
‘be raised from the said colonies in Britain towards our 
indemnification ; and that those who are descendants of 
eur ancient subjects, and thence still owé us due obedience, 
should contribute to the replenishing of our royal coffers: 
(as they must have done, had their ancestors remained in 
the territories now to us appertaining) We do therefore, 
hereby ordain and command, that, from and after the date 
of these presents, there shall be levied and paid to our 
officers of the customs, on all goods, wares, and merchan- 
dizes, and on all grain and other produce of the earth, ex- 
ported from the said island of Britain, and on all goods of 
whatever kind imported into the same, a duty of four and 
ahalf per cent. ad valorem, for the use of us and our succes- 
sors :—And that the said duty may more effectually be col- 
lected, we do hereby ordain, that all ships or vessels bound 
from Great Britain to any other part of the world, or from 
any other part of the world to Great Britain, shall in their 
respective voyages touch at our port of Koningsberg, there 
to be unladen, searched, and charged with the said duties. 

‘“‘ And whereas there hath been from time to time disco- 
vered in the said island of Great Britain, by our colonists 
there, many mines or beds of iron-stone: and sundry sub- 
jects of our ancient dominion, skilful in converting the said 
stone into metal, have in time past transported themselves 


3 A. 
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sbich ents carrying with them and communicating that art; 

and the inhabitants of the said island, presuming that they 
had a natural right to make the best use they could of the 
natural productions of their country, for their own benefit, 
have not only built furnaces for smelting the said stone into 
iron, but have erected plating-forges, slitting-mills, and 
Me ces: for the more convenient manufacturing of 
the same, thereby endangering a diminution of the said 
manufacture in our ancient dominion; we do therefore 
hereby farther ordain, that, from and after the date hereof, 
no mill nor other engine for slitting or rolling of iron, nor 
any plating-forge to work with a tilt-hammer, nor any fur- 
nace for making steel, shall be erected or continued in the 
said island of Great Britain: and the lord lieutenant of 


every county in the said island is hereby commanded, on: 


information of any such erection within his county, to or- 
der, and by force to cause the same to be abated and de- 
stroyed, as he shall answer the neglect thereof to us at his 
peril. But we are nevertheless graciously pleased to per- 
mit the inhabitants of the said island to transport their iron 
into Prussia, there to be manufactured, and to them re- 
turned, they paying our Prussian subjects for the work- 
manship, with all the costs of commission, freight, and risk, 
coming and returning; any thing herein contained to the 
contrary notwithstanding. : 

“© We do not, however, think fit to extend this our in- 
dulgence to the article of woo/; but meaning to encourage 
not only the manufacturing of woollen cloth, but also the 


raising of wool in our ancient dominions, and to prevent - 


both, as muchas may be, in our said island, we do hereby 
absolutely forbid the transportation of wool from thence 
even tothe mother-country, Prussia: and that those island- 
ers may be fartherand more effectually restrained in making 
any advantage of their own wool, in the way of manufac- 
ture, we command, that none shall be carried out of one 
country into another ;.nor shall any worsted, bay, or woollen 
yarn, cloth, says, bays, kerseys, serges, frizes, druggets, 
cloth-serges, shalloons, or any other drapery stuffs, or wool- 


af 
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Jen manufactures whatsoever, made up or mixed with wool 
in any of the said counties, be carried into any other coun- 
try, or be water-borne even across the smallest river or 
creek, on penalty of forfeiture of the same, together with 
the boats, carriages, horses, &c. that shall be employed in 
removing them :—Nevertheless, our loving subjects there 
are hereby permitted (if they think proper) to-use all their 
wool as manure, for the improvement of their lands. 
‘‘ And whereas the art and mystery of making hats hath 
arrived at great perfection in Prussia, and the making of 
hats by our remoter subjects ought to be as ‘much.as possi- 
ble restrained: and forasmuch as the islanders before men- 
tioned, being in possession of wool,-beaver, and other furs, 
have presumptuously conceived they had a right tomake | 
some advantage thereof, by manufacturing the same into 
thats, to the prejudice of our domestic manufacture : wedo 
therefore hereby strictly command and ordain, that no hats 
or felts whatsoever, dyed or undyed, finished or unfinished, 
shall be loaden or put into or upon any vessel; cart, carri- 
age, or horse, to be transported or conveyed out of one 
county in the said island into another county, or to any 
other place whatsoever, by any person or persons whatso- 
ever, on pain of forfeiting the same, with a penalty of five 
hundred pounds sterling for every .offence: Nor shall any 
hat-maker in any of the said counties employ more than 
two apprentices, on penalty of five pounds sterling per 
month : we intending hereby, that such hat-makers, being 
so restrained, both in the production and sale of their com- 
modity, may find no advantage in continuing their business: 
But, lest the said tslanders should suffer inconveniency by 
the want of hats, we are ‘farther graciously pleased to per- 
-mit them to send their beaver furs to I’russia, and we also 
permit hats made thereof to be exported from Prussia to 
Gritain ; the people thus favored to pay all costs and charges 
of manufacturing, interest, commission to our merchants, 
insurance and freight going and returning, as in the case of 
“ION. 
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“ And Biity, being willing peer to favor our said co- i 
lonies in Britain, we do hei reby also ordain and command, 
that ail the thieves, highway and street robbers, housebreak- 
ers, forgerers, murderers, § 


and villains of every 
denomination, who have forfeited their lives to the law in 

Prussia, but whom we, in our great clemency, do not think 

fit here to hang, shall be emptied out of our gaols into the 

said island of Great Britain, for the better peopling of that 
country. 

“* We flatter ourselves, that these our royal regulations 
and commands will be thought just and reasonable by our 
much-favored colonists in England; the said regulations 

’ _ being copied from their statutes of 10 and 11 Will. III. c.- 

*§10—5 Geo. IL. c. 22.—23 Geo. Il. c. 29.—4 Geo. I..c, 11, 

and from other equitable laws made by their parliaments, 

or from instructions given by their princes, or from reso- 
' Jutions of both houses, entered into for the good govern- 
ment of their own colonies in Ireland and America. 

‘¢ And all persons in the said island are hereby cautioned, 
not to oppose in any wise the execution of this our edict, 
or any part thereof, such opposition being high treason ; 
of which all who are suspected shall be transported in fet- 
ters from Britain to Prussia, there to be tried and executed | : 


7 


according to the Prussian law. kL 


Bye 


‘“¢ Such is our pleasure. 
/ 


‘¢ Given at Potsdam, this twenty-fifth day of the month 
of August, one thousand seven hundred and seyenty- 
three, and in the thirty-third year of our reign. 

‘« By the king, in his council. 


“ RECHTMASSIG, Sec.” 


Some take this edict to be merely one of the king’s jeux 
d” esprit: others suppose it serious, and that he means a 
quarrel with England: but all here think the assertion it 
concludes with, “¢ that these regulations are copied from 
Hig, ACES of the English parliament respecting their colonies,” a 


Wik ic i 


‘very injurious one; it being impossible to believe, that a 


ay 


‘ 
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4 people distinguished for their love of liberty ; a nation so 

wise, so liberal in its sentiments, so just and equitable to- 
wards its neighbors, should, from mean and injudicious 
views of petty immediate profit, treat its own children in 
@ manner so arbitrary and tyrannical ! 


_ Rules for reducing a Great Empire to a-small one, presented to c 
late Minister, when he entered ufion his Administration), 


AN ancient sage valued himself upon this, that though 
he could not fiddle, he knew how to make a great city of a 
little one. The science, that I, a modern simpleton, am 
about to communicate, is the very reverse. en 

I address myself to all ministers, who have the manage- 
ment of extensive dominions, which, from their very great- 
ness, are become troublesome to govern—because the mul- 
tiplicity of their affairs leaves no time for fiddling. _ 

I. In the first place, gentlemen, you are to consider, that 
a great empire, like a great cake, is most easily diminished 
at the edges, Turn your attention therefore first to your 
remotest provinces; that, as you get rid of them, the next 


may foilow in order. 

_ Il. That the possibility of this separation may always 

“ exist, take special care the provinces are never 7ncor porated 
with the mother-country; that they do not enjoy the same 

common rights, the same privileges in commerce, and that 

they are governed by scverer laws, all of your enacting, 
without allowing them any share in the choice of the legis- 
lators. By carefully making and preserving such distinc- _ 

tions, you will (to keep to my simile of the cake) act like me 

Byes) 


== a 


h These rules first appeared in a London newspaper about the beginning of 
the year 1774, and have several times since been introduced into: our public 
prints.—The minister alluded to was the Earl of Hiilsdorough, 

‘* The causes and motions of seditions (says Lord Bacon) are, innovation in 
religion, taxes, alteration of laws and customs, breaking of privileges, general 
Oppression, advancement of unworthy persons, Strangers, dearths, disbanded 
soldiers, factions grown desperate, and whatsoever in offending people joineth 
and knitteth them in a common cause.”? 
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a wise Bingerbr ead-baker; who, to facilitate a division, : 
cuts his dough half through in those places, where, when 
baked, he would have it broken to picces. 

Ill. Those remote provinces have perhaps been acquir- 
ed, purchased, or conquered, at the sole expence of the 
settlers or their ancestors, without the aid of the mother- 
country. If this should happen to increase her. strength, 
by their growing numbers, ready to join in her wars; her — 
commerce, by their growing demand for her manufactures ; 
or her naval power, by greater employment for her ships 
and seamen, they may probably suppose some merit in this, 
and that it entitles them to some favor: you are therefore 
to forget it all, or resent it, as if they had done you in- 
jury. If they happen to be zealous whigs, friends of li- 
berty, nurtured in revolution principles ; remember all that 
to their prejudice, and contrive to punish it: for such prin- 
ciples, after a revolution is thoroughly established, are of — 
no more use; they are even odious and abominable. 

IV. However peaceably your colonies have submitted 
to your government, shown their affection to your interests, 
and patiently borne their grievances, you are to suppose | 
them always inclined to revolt, and treat them accordingly. 
Quarter troops among them, who, by their insolence may 
provoke the rising of mobs, and by their bullets and bayo- 4 
nets suppress them. By this means, like the husband who 
uses his wife ill from suspicion, you may in time convert 
your suspicions into realities. ‘a 

V. Remote provinces must have governors and judges, 
to represent the royal person and execute every where the 
delegated parts of his office and authority. You, ministers, 
‘know, that much of the strength of government depends 
on the opinion of the people, and much of that opinion on 
the choice of rulers placed immediately over them. If 
you send them wise and good men for governors, who study 
the interest of the colonists, and advance their prosperity,; 
they will think their king wise and good, and that he wishes. 
the welfare of his subjects. If you send them learned and 
upright men for judges, they will think him a lover of jus- 
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tice. This may attach your provinces more to his govern- 
ment. You are therefore to be careful who you recom- 
mend for those offices.—If you can find prodigals, who have 
ruined their fortunes, broken gamesters, or stock-jobbers,, 
these may do well as governors, for they will probably be 
rapacious, and provoke the people by their extortions. 
Wrangling proctors and pettylogging lawyers too are not 
" amiss, for they will be for ever disputing and quarrelling 
with their little parliaments. _If withal they should be ig 
norant, wrong-headed and insolent, so much the better. 
Attorneys clerks and N ewgate solicitors will do for chief 
justices, especially if they hold their places during your 
pleasure :—and all will contribute to impress those ideas of 
your government, that are proper for a people yeu would 
wish to renounce it. 

VI. To confirm these impressions, and strike them deep-, 
er, whenever the injured come to the capital with com- 
plaints of mal-administration, oppression, or injustice, punish 
such sutors with long delay, enormous expence, and a final 
judgment in favor of the oppressor. ‘This will have an ad- 
mirable effect every way. ‘The trouble of future complaints 
will be prevented, and governors and judges will be encou. 
raged to farther acts of oppression and injustice, and thence 
the people may become more disaffected, and at length des- 
perate. 

VII. When such governors haye crammed their coffers, 
and made themselves so odious to the people, that they can 
no longer remain among them with safety to their persons, 
recal and reward them with pensions. You may make 
them baronets too, if that respectable order should not 
think fit to resent it. All will contribute to encourage new 
governors in the same practice, and make the supreme go- 
vernment detestable. we 

VIII. If, when you are engaged in war, your colonies. 
should vie in liberal aids of men and money against the 
common enemy upon your simple requisition, and give far 
beyond their abilities,—reflect, that a penny, taken from | 
them by your power, is more honorable to you, than a 
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pound presented by their benevolence ; despise therefore ¥ 


their voluntary grants, and resolve to harrass them with 
novel taxes.—Vhey will probably complain to your parlia- 
ment, that they are taxed by a body in which they have no 
representative, and that this is contrary to common right. 
They will petition for redress. Let the parliament flout 
their claims, reject their petitions, refuse even to suffer 
the reading of them, and treat the petitioners with the ut- 
most contempt. Nothing can have a better effect in pro- 
ducing the alienation proposed ; for though many can for- 
give injuries, none ever forgave contempt. 

IX. In laying these taxes, ever regard the heavy bur- 
thens those remote people already undergo, in defending 
their own frontiers, supporting their own provincial govern- 
ment, making new roads, building bridges, churches, and 
other public edifices, which in old countries have been done 
to your hands, by your ancestors, but which occasion con- 
stant calls and demands on the purses of a new people.— 
Forget the restraint you lay on their trade for your own 
benefit, and the advantage a monopoly of this trade gives 


your exacting merchants. Think nothing of the wealth 


_ those merchants and your manufacturers acquire by the co- 
lony commerce, their increased ability thereby to pay taxes 


at home, their accumulating, in the price of their commo- 


dities, most of those taxes, and so levying them from their 
consuming customers: all this, and the employment and 
your poor by the colonists, you. 


7 


support of thousands of 
are entirely to forget. But remember to make your arbi. 
trary tax more grievous to your provinces, by public decla- 
rations, importing, that your power of taxing them has no. 
limits, so that when you take from them without their con- 
sent a shilling in the pound, you have a clear right to the 
other nineteen. This will probably weaken every idea of 
security in their property, and convince them, that under 
such a government they have nothing they can call their 
own; which can scarce fail of producing the happiest con- 
sequences ! 


on’ 
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X. Possibly indeed some of them might still comfort 
themselves and say, ‘ though we have no property, we have 
yet something left that is valuable, we have constitutional 
hberty, both of person and of conscience. This king, these 
lords, and these commons,.who it seems are too remote 
from us to know us and feel for us, cannot take from us 
our habeas corpus right, or our right of trial by a jury of 
our neighbors; they cannot deprive us of the exercise of 
our religion, alter our ecclesiastical constitution, and com- 
pel us to be papists, if they please, nor Mahometans.” To 
annihilate this comfort, begin by laws to perplex their com- 
merce with infinite regulations, impossible to be remem- 
bered and observed: ordain seizures of their property for 
every failure, take away the trial of such property by jury, 
and give it to arbitrary judges of your Own appointing, and 
of the lowest characters in the country, whose salaries and 
emoluments are to arise out of the duties or condemna- 
tions, and whose appointments are during pleasure. Then 
let there be a formal declaration of both houses, that oppo- 
sition to your edicts is treason, and that persons suspected 
of treason in the provinces may, according to some obso- 
lete law; be seized and sent to the metropolis of the em- 
pire for trial; and pass an act, that those there charged with 
certain other offences shall be sent away in chains from 
their friends and country, to be tried in the same manner 


for felony. Then erect a new court of inquisition among 
them,-accompanied by an armed force, with instructions to 
‘transport all such suspected persons, to be ruined by the 
-expence, if they bring over evidences to prove their in- 


nocence, or be found guilty and hanged, if they cannot 
afford it. And lest the people should think you cannot pos- 
sibly go any farther, pass another solemn declaratory act, 
“* that kings, lords, and commons had, have, and of right 
ought to have, full power and authority to make statutes 
of sufficient force and validity to bind the unrepresented 
provinces zn all cases whatsoever.” This will include Spi- 
ritual with temporal, and taken together must Operate won- 
derfully to your purpose, by conyincing them, that they 
3B 
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are at present under a power, something like that spoken 
of in the scriptures, which can not only kill their bodies,:but 
‘damn their souls to all eternity, by oe them, if it 
pleases, to worship the devil. 

XI. To make your taxes more odious, and more likely 
to procure resistance, send front the capital a board of offi- 
cers to superintend the collection, composed of the most in- 
discreet, ill-bred, and insolent you can find. Let these have. 
large salaries out of the extorted revenue, and live in opeti 
grating luxury upon the sweat and blood of the industri- 
ous, whom they are to worry continually with groundless 
and expensive prosecutions, before the above-mentioned 
arbitrary revenue-judges ; all at the cost of the party pro- 
secuted, though acquitted, because the king is to pay no 
costs. Let these men, by your order, be exempted from 
all the common taxes and burthens of the province, though 
they and their property are protected by its laws: If any 
revenue officers are suspected of the least tenderness for 
the people, discard them.: If others are justly complained 
of,. protect and reward them. If any of the under officers 
behave so:as to provoke the people to'drub them, promote 
those to better offices: this will encourage others to pro- 
cure for themselves such profitable drubbings, by multiply- 
ing and enlarging such provocations, and all will work to- 
wards the end you aim at. 

XII. Another way to make your tax odious is, to. 
misapply the produce of it. If it was originally appropri- — 
ated for the defence of the provinces, and the better sup-— 
- port of government, and the administration of justice, 
where it may be necessary,:then apply none of it to that 
defence, but bestow it, where it is not necessary, in aug- 
menting salaries or pensions to every governor, who has. 
distinguished himself by his enmity to the people, and by 
calumniating them to their sovereign. This will make. 
them pay it more unwillingly, and be more apt to quarrel 
with those that collect it, and those that imposed it, who 
will quarrel again with them, and all shall contribute to- 
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your own purpose, of making them weary of your govern: 
ment. a 

XIII. If the people of any province have been accus- 
tomed to support their own governors and judges to satis- 
faction, you are to apprehend, that such governors and 
judges may be thereby influenced to treat the people kindly, 
and to do them justice. This is another reason for apply- 
ing part of that revenue in larger salaries to such governors 
and judges, given, as their commissions are, during your 
pleasure only, forbidding them to take an y salaries from 
their provinces ; that thus the people may no longer hope 
any kindness from their governors, or (in crown cases) any 
justice from their judges. And as the money, thus mis- 
applied in one province, is extorted from all, probably all 
will resent the misapplication. 

XIV. If the parliaments of your provinces should. dare 
to claim rights, or complain of your administration, order 
‘them to be harrassed with repeated dissolutions. If the 
same men are continually returned by new elections, ad- 
_ journ their meetings to some country village, where they 
cannot be accommodated, and there keep them during plea- 
sure; for this, you know, is your prerogative, “bat an 
excellent one it is, as you may manage it, to promote dis- 
contents among the people, diminish their respect, and. 
increase their disaffection. ; 

XV. Convert the brave honest officers of your avy into 
pimping tide-waiters and colony officers of the customs. 
Let those, who in time of war fought gallantly i in: defence 
of the commerce of their countrymen, in peace be taught to 
prey upon it. Let them learn to be corrupted by great and 
real smugglers ; but (to shew their diligence) scour with 
armed boats every bay, harber, river, creek, cove, or nook, 
throughout the coast of your colonies ; stop and detain 
every coaster, every wood-boat, every fisherman, tumble 
their cargoes and even their ballast inside out, and upside 
down; and if a pennyworth of pins is found un- -entered, 
Jet the whole be seized and confiscated, Thus ‘shail the 
trade of your colonists suffer more from their friends in 


ear" te ‘ike ; 
* 376 MISELLANEOUS. Nov. 


time of peace, than it did from their enemies im war. 
Then let these boats’ crews land upon every farm in their 
way, rob their orchards, steal their pigs and poultry, and 
insult the inhabitants. If the injured and exasperated tar- 
mers, unable to procure other justice, should attack the 
ageressors, drub them, and burn their boats, you are to 
call this high treason and rebellion, order fleets and armies 
into their country, and threaten to carry all the offenders 
three thousand miles to be hanged, drawn, and quat rtered. 

—-O! this will work admirably! | 

XVI. If you are told of discontents in your colonies, 
never believe that they are general, or that you have given 
occasion for them ; therefore do not think of applying any 
remedy, or of changing any offensive measure. Redress 
no grievance, lest they should be encouraged to demand the 


redress of some other grievance. Grant no request, that” 


is just and reasonable, lest they should make another, that 
is unreasonable. ‘Take all your informations of the state of 
the colonies from your governors and officers in enmity 
with them. Encourage and reward these leasing-makers, 
secrete their lying accusations, lest they should be confuted, 
but act upon them as the clearest evidence; and believe 
nothing you hear from the friends of the pegple. Suppose 
all thezr complaints to be invented and promoted by a few 
factious demagogues, whom if you could catch and hang, 
all would be quiet. Catch and hang a few of them accord- 
ingly, and the blood of the martyrs shall work miracles in 
favor of your purpose. 


XVII. If you see rival nations rejoicing at the prospect | 
of your disunion with your provinces, and endeavoring to 


a 


1 An American writers afinned: ‘¢ That there has not been a single in- 
stance in which they have complained, without being rebuked, or in which 
they have been complained against, without being punished.”,—A fundamental 
mistake in the minister occasioned this, Every individual in New England (the 
peccant country) was held a coward or akvave, and the disorders, which spread 
abroad there, were treated as the result of the soo great lenity of Britain! By the 


aid of this short ana benevolent rule, judgment was ever wisely predetermined» a 
to the shutting out redress on the one hand, and inforcing every rigor of punish- 4 


ment on the ether. 
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- promote it, if they translate, publish and applaud all the 
complaints of your discontented colonies, at the same time 
privately stimulating you to severer measures, let not that 
alarm or offend you. Why should it? since you ail mean 
the same thing? | 

XVIII. If any colony should at their own charge erect a 
fortress, to secure their port against the fleets of a foreign 
cnemy, get your governor to betray that fortress into your 
hands. Never think of paying what it cost the country, 
for that would look, at least, like-some regard for justice ; 
but turn it into a citadel, to awe the inhabitants and curb 
their commerce, If they should have lodged in such for- 
tress the very arms they bought and used to aid you in your 
conquests, seize them all; it will provoke like ingratitude 
added to robbery. One admirable effect of these opera- 
tions will be, to discourage every other colony from erecting 
such defences, and so their and your enemies may more 
easily invade them, to the great disgrace of your govern- 
ment, and of course the furtherance of your project. 

XIX. Send armies into their country, under pretence of 
protecting the inhabitants ; but, instead of garrisoning the 
forts on their frontiers with those troops, to prevent incur- 
sions, demolish those forts, and order the troops into the 
heart of the country, that the Savages may be encouraged 
to attack the frontiers*, and that the troops may be protected 
by the inhabitants : this will seem to proceed from your z//- 
will or your zenorance, and contribute farther to produce 
and strengthen an opinion among them, that you are no 
jonger fit to govern them |. 
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-&In April, 1778, the assembled chiefs of the western nations told one of 
our Indian agents. ‘* that they remembered their father, the king of Great Bri- 
tain’s message, delivered to them last fall, of demolishing Fort Pittsburg and 
removing the soldiérs with their sharp-edged weapons out ofthe country:—this 
gave them great pleasure, as it wasa strong proofof his paternal kindness towards 

them.” (See considerations on the Agreement with Mr. T. Walpole for Lands 
upon the Ohio, p. 9). This is general history: the persons concerned are 
dead, and the application of facts would be personally tnvidious. em 
1 Assome readers may be inclined to divide their beliefbetween the wisdom of 
¢he British ministry and the candor and veracity of Dr, Franklin, it may be ob.. 
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XX. Lastly, invest the general of your ermy in the pro- 
vinces with great and unconstitutional powers, and free him 
from the control of even your own civil governors. Let 
him have troops enow under his command, with all the for- 
tresses in his possession, and who knows but (like some - 
provincial generals in the Roman empire, and encouraged 
by the universal discontent you have produced) he may 
take it into his head to set up for himself? If he should, 
and you have carefully practised these few excellent rules 
of mine, take my word for it, all the provinces will imme- 
diately join him—and you will that day (if you have not 
done it sooner) get rid of the trouble of governing them, 
and all the plagues attending their commerce and connec- 
tion from thenceforth and for ever. 


State of America on Dr, Franklin's Arrival there. 
Philadelphia, May 16, 1775. 
DEAR FRIEND, | 

YOU will have heard before this reaches you, of a march 
stolen by the regulars into the country by night, and of their 
expedition back again. They retreated 20 miles in six 
hours. 

The governor had called the assembly to propose lord 
North’s pacific plan, but, before the time of their meeting, 
began cutting of throats.—You know it was said he carried — 
the sword in ene hand, and the olive branch in the other; — 
and it seems he chose to give them a taste of the sword | 
first. ; : 
He is doubling his fortifications at Boston, and hopes to 
secure his troops till succor arrives. The place indeed is 
naturally so defensible, that I think them in no danger. 


served that two contrary objections might be made to the truth of this representa- — 
tion. The first is, that the conduct of G. Britain is made too absurd for possibility, | 


and the second, that it is not made absurd ezovgs for fact. If we consider that this ~ 


piece does not include the measures subsequent to 1773, the latt-r difficulty is 9 
easily set aside. ‘The former can only be solved by the many instancesin history, ~ 
where the infatuation of individuals has brought the heaviest calamities upon © 
nations. , . 
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All Anierica is exasperated by his conduct, atid more firmly 
united than ever. The breach between the two countries 
is grown wider, and in danger of becoming irreparable. 

I had a passage of six weeks, the weather constantly so 
moderate that a London wherry might have accompanied 
us all the way. I got home in the evening, and the next 
morning was unanimously chosen by the assembly a dele- 
gate to the congress, now sitting. 

In coming over, I made a valuable philosophical disco- 
very, which I shall commicate to you when I can get a little 

ime. At present am extremely hurried. 


Yours most affectionately, 


B. FRANKLIN. 


————————— 


Proposed Vindication and Offer from Congress to Parliament, 
in 1775.m 


FORASMUCH as the enemies of America, in the par- 
liament of Great Britain, to render us odious to the nation, 
and give an ill impression of us in the minds of other Eu- 
ropean powers, have represented us as unjust and ungrateful 
in the highest degree; asserting on every occasion, that 
the colonies were settled at the expence of Britain; that 
they were, at the expence of the same, protected in their 
infancy; that they now ungratefully and unjustly refuse to 
contribute to their own protection and the common defence 
of the nation; that they aim at independence ; that they in- 
tend an abolition of the navigation acts: and that they are 
frandulent in their commercial dealings, and purpose to 
cheat their creditors in Britain, by avoiding the payment of 
their just debts :— fy. a 


ig 
m This paper was drawn up in a committee of congress, June 255 37755 
but does not appear on their minutes, a severe act of parliament, which 


artived about that time, having determined them not to give the sum proposed 
an it.—f[It was first printed in Woodfall’s Public /dvertiser for July 18, 1777. ] 
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And as, by frequent repetition, these groundless asser- 
tions and malicious calumnies may, if not contradicted and 
refuted, obtain farther credit, and be injurious throughout 
Europe to the reputation and interest of the confederate 
colonies, it seems proper and necessary to examine them in 
our own just vindication. 

With regard to the first, that the colonies were settled at 
the expence of Britaim, it is a known fact, that none of the 
twelve united colonies were settled, or even discovered, at 
the expence of England. Henry the VIIth indeed granted 
a-commission to Sebastian Cabot, a Venetian, and his sons; 
to sail into the western seas for the discovery of new coun- 
tries; but is was to be “ sais eorum propris sumptibus et 
expensis,” at their own costs and charges.» They dis- 
covered, but soon slighted and neglected, these northern 
territories; which were, after more thati a hundred years 
dereliction, purchased of the natives, and settled at the 
charge and by the labour of private men and bodies of men, 
our ancestors, who came over hither for that purpose. But 
our adversaries have never been able to produce any record, 
that ever the parliament or government of England was at 
the smallest expence on these accounts: on the contrary, 
there exists on the journals of parliament a solemn declara- 
tion in 1642, (only twenty-two years after the first settlement 

of the Massachusetts, when, if such expence had ever been 
incurred, some of the members must have known and re- 
membered it) “ That these colonies had been planted and 
established without any expence to the state.° New York is 
the only colony in the founding of which England can pre- 
tend to have been at any expence, and that was only the 


n See the Commission in the Appendix to Pownall’s Administration of the 
Colonies. Edit. 1775. 


o ‘© Veneris, 10 March, 1642. Whereas the plantations in New England» 4 


have, by the blessing of the Almighty, hac good and prosperous success, 
without any public charge -to this state, and are now likely to- prove very happy 
for the propagation of the gospel in those parts, and very beneficial and com- 
modious to this kingdom and nation: the commons, now assembled in parlia~ 
ment, &c.’’? See Governor Hutchinson’s History. — 
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charge of a sitiall armament to take it from the Dutch; who 
Planted it. But to retain this colony at peace, another at 
that time, full as valuable, planted by private countrymen of 
ours, was given up by the crown to the Dutch in exchange, 
viz. Surinam, -now a wealthy sugar-colony in Guiana, and 
which, but for that cession, might still have remained jn 
Our possession. Of late, indeed, Britain has'been at some 
expence in planting two colonies, Georgia? and Nova Scotia ; 
but those are not in our confederacy; and the expence she 
has been at in their name, has chiefly been in grants of 
sums unnecessarily large, by way of salaries to officers sent 
from England, and in Jobs to friends, whereby dependants 
might be provided for; those excessive grants not being 
requisite to the welfare and good government of the colo- 
hies ; which good government (as experience in many in- 
stances of other colonies has taught us) may be much more 
frugally, and full as effectually provided for, and sup- 
ported, | 

With regard to the second assertion, that these calonies 
were protected in their infant state by England: it is a noto- 
rious fact, that in none of the many wars with the Indian 
natives, sustained by our infant settlements, for a century 
after our first arrival, were ever any troops or forces of any 
kind sent from England to assit us; nor were any forts built 
at her expence to secure our Sea-ports from foreign in- 
vaders ; nor any ships of war sent to protect our trade, till 
many years after our first settlement, when our commerce 
became an object of revenue, or of advantage to British 
merchants ; and then it was thought necessary to have a 
frigate in some of our ports, during peace, to give weight 
to the authority of custom-house officers, who were to res- 
train that commerce for the benefit of England. ° Our own 
arms, with our poverty, and the care of a kind providence, 
were all this time our only protection, while we were ne- 
glected by the English government ; which either thought 
——————— EE 
D Georgia aceeded to the confederacy afterwards, that is in July, 1775. 
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us not worth its care, or, having no good will to some of 
us, on account of our different sentiments in religion and. 
politics, was ‘ndifferent what became of us. On the other 
hand, the colonies have not been wanting to: do what they 
could in every war for annoying the enemies of Britain. 
They formerly assisted her in the conquest of Nova Scotia. 
In the war before last they took Louisbourg, and put it into 
her hands. She made her peace with that strong fortress, 
by restoring it to France, greatly to their detriment. In the 
last war, it is true, Britain sent a fleet and army, who acted 
with an equal army of ours, in the reduction of Canada ;. 
and perhaps thereby did more for us, than we in the pre- 
ceding wars had done for her. Let it be remembered how- 
ever, that she rejected the plan we formed in the congress: 
at Albany, in 1754, for, our own defence, by an union of 
the colonies; an union she was jealous of, and therefore 
chose to send her own. forces ; otherwise her aid to protect 
us was not wanted: and from our first settlement to that 
time, her military operations im our favor were small, com- 
pared with the advantages she drew from her exclusive 


commerce:with us. We are- however. willing: to give full 
weight to this obligation; and as we are daily growing: 
stronger, and our assistance to her becomes: of more im=’ 


portance, we should with pleasure embrace the first oppor- 


tunity of showing cur gratitude, by returning the favor 
in kind; but when Britain values herself as affording us’ 


protection, we desire it may be considered, that we have 


followed her in all her wars, and joined with her at our ow: 


expence against all she thought fit to quarrel with. This 


she has requiredof us, and would never permit us to keep’ ” 


peace with any power she declared her enemy, though by 


separate treaties we might well have done it. Under such’ | 


circumstances, when, at her instance, we made nations our 
enemies, whom: we might otherwise have retained our 
friends; we submit it to the common'sense of mankind, 
whether her protection of us in these wars was not our 
gust due, and to be claimed of right, instead of being re- 


ceived as a favor? And whether, when all. the parts of. : 
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an empire exert themselves to.the utmost in their common 
defence, and in annoying the common enemy, it is notas 
well the parts that protect the whole, as the whole that pro- 
tects the parts? The protection then has been proportion- 
ably mutual. And whenever the time shall come, that our 
abilities may as far exceed hers, as hers have exceeded 
ours, we hope we shall be reasonable enough to rest sa- 
uisfied with her proportionable.exertions, and not think we 
do too much for a part of the empire, when that part does 
as much as it can for the whole. ~ 
The charge against us, that we refuse to contribute to our 
_ own protection, appears from the above ‘to be groundless: 
‘but we farther declare it to be absolutely false ; for it is well 
known, that we ever held it as our duty to grant aids to the 
crown, upon requisition, towards carrying on its wars; 
which duty we have cheerfully complied with, to the ut- 
most of our abilities ; insomuch that frequent and grateful 
acknowlegments thereof by king and parliament appear 
on their records.1 But as Britain has enjoyed a most gain- 
ful monopoly of our commerce, the same, with eur main- 
taining the dignity of the king’s representative in each 
colony, and all our own separate establishments of govern- 
ment, civil and military, has ever hitherto been deemed an 
equivalent for such aids, as might otherwise be expected 
from us in time of peace. And we hereby declare, that on. 
a reconciliation with Britain, we shall not only continue to 
grant aids in time of war, as aforesaid ; but, whenever she 
shall think fit to abolish her monopoly, and give us the same 
privileges of trade as Scotland received at the union, and 
allow us a free commerce with all the rest of the world, we 
shall willingly agree (and we doubt not it will be ratified by 
our constituents) to give and pay into the sinking fund 
4100,000l. sterling per annum for the term of one hundred 


q Alluding to passages in the Journals of the English house of commons of 

date the 4th of April, 1748; 28th January, 1756; 3d February, 1756; 16th 

and 19th of May, 1757; 1st of June, 1758; 26th and 3eth of April, 1759; 26th 

_ and 31st of March; and 28th of April, 1760; gth and 20th January, 1761 ; 22d 
and 26th January, 1762; and 14th and 17th March, 1763. ) 


584: MISCELLANEOUS. May, 


years, which, duly, faithfully, and inviolably applied to that 
purpose, is demonstrably more than sufficient to extinguish 
all her present national debt, since it will in that time amount, 
at legal British interest, to more than 230,000,000l.r 

But if Britain does not think fit to accept this proposi- 
tion, we, in order to remove her groundless jealousies, that — 
we aim at independence, and an abolition of the navigation 
act, (which hath in truth never been our jntention) and to 
avoid all future disputes about the right of making that and 
other acts for regulating our commerce, do hereby declare 
ourselves ready and willing to enter into a covenant with 
Britain, that she shall fully possess, enjoy, and exercise 
that right, for an hundred years to come, the same being 
bond fide used for the common benefit; and in case of such 
agreement, that every assembly be advised by us, to con- 
firm it solemnly, by laws of their own, which, once made, 
cannot be repealed without the assent of the crown. 

The last charge, that we are dishonest traders, and aim 
at defrauding our creditors in Britain, is sufficiently and 
authentically refuted by the solemn declarations. of the 
British merchants to parliament, (both at the time of the 
stamp-act and in the last session) who bore ample testimony 
to the general good faith and fair dealing of the Ameri- 
cans, and declared their confidence in our integrity, for 
which wt refer to their petitions on the journals of the 
house of commons. And we presume we may safely call 
on the body of the British tradesmen, who have had expe- 
rience of both, to say, whether they have not received 
much more punctual payment from us than they generally 
have from the members of their own two houses of parlia- 
ment. | | ae 

On the whole of the above it appears, that the charge 
of ingratitude towards the mother country, brought with so 
much confidence against the colonies, is totally without 
foundation; and that there is much more reason for re- 


torting that charge on Britain, who not only never contri- 


r See Dr. Price’s Appeal on the National Debt. 
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butes ay aid, nor affords, by an exclusive commerce, any 
advantages to Saxony, Her mother country; but no ‘longer 
since than in the last war, without the least provocation, 
subsidized the king of Prussia while he ravaged that mo- 
ther country, and carried fire and sword into its capital, 
the fine city of Dresden: an example we hope no provo- 
cation will induce us to imitate. 


TO DR. JOSEPH PRIESTLEY, IN ENGLAND. 
Conciliation hopeless fromthe Conduct of Great Britain to America, 
Philadelphia, Fuly 7, 1775. 
Dear FRIEND, 

‘THE congress met at a time when all minds were so exe 

asperated by the perfidy of general Gage, and his attack 
on the country people, that propositions for attempting an 
accommodation were not much relished; and it has been 
with difficulty that we have carried another humble petition 
to the crown, to give Britain one more chance, one oppor- 
funity more of recovering the friendship of the colonies ; 
which however I think she has not sense enough to embrace, 
and so I conclude she has lost them for ever. 
- She has begun to burn our sea- port towns ; secure, I sup- 
pose, we sia never be able to return the outrage in kind. 
She may doubtless destroy them all; but if she wishes to 
recover our commerce, are these the probable means! She 
must certainly be distracted ; for no tradesman out of Bed- 
lam ever thought of encreasing the number of his customers, 
by knocking them on the head; or of enabling them to 
pay their debts, by burning their houses. 

If she wishes to have us subjects and that we should sub- 
mit to her as our compound sovereign, she is now giving us 
such miserable specimens of her government, that we shal} 

ever detest and avoid it, as acomplication of robbery, mur- 
der, famine, fire, and pestilence. : 

~ You will have heard, before this reaches you, of the trea- 
gherous conduct of general Gage to the remaining people in 
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Boston, in detaining their goods, after stipulating to let 
them go out with their effects, on pretence that merchants’ 
goods were not effects ; the defeat of a great body of his 
troops by the country people at Lexington ; some other 
small advantages gained in skirmishes with their troops ; 
and the action at Bunker’s hill, in which they were twice 


repulsed, and the third time gained adear victory. Enough 


has happened, one would think, to convince your ministers, 
that the Americans will fight, and that this is.a harder nut 
+o crack than they imagined. 
We have not yet applied to any foreign power for assist- 
ance, nor offered our commerce for their friendship. Per- 
‘haps we never may: yet it is natural to think of it, if we 
are pressed. 
We have now an army on the establishment, which still 
holds yours besieged. 
My time was never more fully employed. In the morn- 
ing at six, I am at the committee of safety, appointed by 
the assembly to put the province in a state of defence ; 
which committee holds till near nine, when I am at the con- 
gress, and that sits till after four in the afternoon. Both 
these bodies proceed with the greatest unanimity, and their 
meetings are well attended. It will scarce be credited in 
Britain, that men can be as diligent with us from zeal for 
the public good, as with you for thousands per annum, 
Such is the difference between uncorrupted new states, and 
corrupted. old ones. | ; 
Great frugality and great industry are now become fa- 
shionable here: gentlemen, who used to entertain with two 
or three courses, pride themselves now in treating with 
simple beef and pudding. By these means, and the stop- 
page of our consumptive trade with Britain, we shall be 
better able to pay our voluntary taxes for the support of 
our troops. Our savings in the article of trade amount to 
near five million sterling per annum, 

I shall communicate your letter to Mr. Winthrop, but 
the camp is at Cambridge, and he has as little leisure 
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for philosophy as myself. Belieye me ever, with sincere: 
esteem, my dear friend, 
Yours most affectionately, 


B. FRANKLIN. 


| TO DR. JOSEPH PRIESTLEY. 
Account of thie first Campaign made by the British Forcesin Americas 
Philadelphia, Oct. 3, 1775. 
Dear Sir, / 

I AM to set out to-morrow for the camp‘, and having 
but just heard of this opportunity, can only write a line to 
say that I am well and hearty.—Tell our dear good friend 
Dr. Price, who sometimes has his doubts and desponden-~ 
cies about our firmness, that America is determined an& 
unanimous ; avery few tories and placemen excepted, whe 
will probably soon export themselyes.—Britain, at the ex= 
pence of three millions, has killed one hundred’ and fifty 
Yankees this campaign,. which is 20,000]. a head; and at 
Bunker’s Hill she gained a mile of ground, half of which. 
she lost again by our taking post on Ploughed Hill. Dur- 
ing the same time sixty thousand children have been born 
in America. From these data his mathematical head will 
easily calculate the time and expence necessary to kill us 
all, and’ conquer our whole territory. My sincere respects 
to * *, and to the club of honest whigs at * *. Adieu. 

F am ever yours most affectionately, 


~ B. FRANKLIN. 
ee : 
s This letter has been several times very incorrectly printed: itis here given 
correctly. / 
_t Dr. Franklin, colonel Harrison, and Mr, Lynch, were at this time appointed 
by congress (of which they were members) to-confer on certain subjects with 
_ general Washington. The American army was then employed in blocking up, 
general Howe in Boston; and it was during this visit, that general Washing- 
ton communicated the following memorable anecdote to Dr. Franklin ;- vz. 
* that there had been a time, when his army had been so destitute of military 
Stores, as not to have powder enough in all its magazines, to furnish more than 
feve rounds per man for their small arms.” Artillery were out of the ques- 
tion ; they were fired now and then, only to:show that they) had them. Yet 
this secret was kept with so much address and good countenance from both ar- 
Mies, that general Washington was enabledeffectually to continue the blockade, 
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TO DR. JOSEPH PRIESTLEY. 
Probability of a Sefiaration. 
Philadelphia, Oct. 8, 1775+. 
1 WISH as ardently as you can do for peace, and should 


rejoice exceedingly in co-operating with you to that end. 


— = 


But every ship from Britain brings some intelligence of — 


hew measures, that tend more and more to exasperate : and 
it seems to me, that until you have found by dear experi- 
ence the reducing us by force impracticable, you will think 
of nothing fair and reasonable. We have as yet resolved 
only on defensive measures. If you would recal your 
forces and stay at home, we should meditate nothing to in- 
jure you. AA little time so given for cooling on both sides 
would have excellent effects. But you will goad and pro- 
voke us. You despise us too much; and you are insensi- 
ble of the Italian adage, that there is no little enemy. 1 
am persuaded the body of the British people are our 
friends ; but they are changeable, and by your lying ga- 
zettes may soon be made our enemies. Our respect for 
them will proportionably diminish; and I see clearly we 
are on the high road to mutual enmity, hatred, and detest- 
ation. A separation will of course be ‘inevitable. It is a 
million of pities so fair a plan, as we have hitherto been 
engaged in for increasing strength and empire with public 
felicity, should be destroyed by the mangling hands of a 
few blundering ministers. It will not be destroyed: God 


will protect and prosper it: you will only exclude your-. 


selves from any share init. We hear, that more ships and 
troops are coming out. We know you may do us a great 
deal of mischief, but we are determined to bear it patiently 
as long as we can; butif you flatter yourselves with beating 
us into submission, you know neither the people nor the 
country. | 

The congress is still sitting, and will wait the result of 
their /ast petition. 


4 
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TO M. DUMAS, 
Urging him to sound the several Courts of Europe, by Means of their 
Ambassadors at the Hague, as to any Assistance they may be dis- 
_ frosed to afford America in her Struggle for Indefiendence 2, 


Philadelphia, Dec. 9, 1775. 
Dear Sir, 

I RECEIVED your several favors, of May 18, June 
80, and July 8, by Messrs. Vaillant and Pochard ; whom, 
if IT could serve upon your recommendation, it would give 
me great pleasure. Their total want of English is at pre- 
sent an obstruction to their getting any employment among 
us; but I hope they will soon obtain some knowlege of it. 
This is a good country for artificers or farmers, but gentle- 
men of mere science in /es bélles lettres cannot so easily 
subsist here, there being little demand for their assistance _ 
among an industrious people, who, as yet, have not much 
leisure ‘for studies of that kind: 

Tam much obliged by the kind preset you have made 
us of your edition of Vattel. It came to us in good season, 
when the circumstances of a rising state make it necessary 
frequently to consult the law of nations. Accordingly that 
copy which I kept (after depositing one in our own public 
library here, and sending the other to the college of Mas- 
sachusett’s Bay, as you directed) has been continually in 
the hands of the members of our congress, now sitting, 
who are much pleased with your notes and preface, and 
have entertained a high and Just esteem for their author. 
Your manuscript “ Idée sur le gouvernment et la royauté,” is 
also well relished, and may, in time, have its effect. I 
thank you, likewise, for the other smaller pieces, which ac~ 
companied Vattel. “ Le court exposé de ce qui s’est passé 
entre la cour Br. et les colonies,” &€c. being a very concise 
and clear statement of facts, will be reprinted here for the 

use of our new friends in Canada. The translations of the 


u This letter was addressed to the same gentleman, whose correspondence oc- 
cupies a considerable portion of the preceding part of this volume; from: 
page 304, 305, &c, 
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proceedings of our congress are very acceptable. I send 
you herewith what of them has been farther published 
here, together with a few newspapers, containing accounts 
of some of the successes Providence has favored us with. 
We are threatened from England with a very powerful 
force, to come next year against us. We are making all 


the provision in our power here to oppose that force, and . 


we hope we shall be able to defend ourselves. But, as the 
events of war are always uncertain, possibly, after another 
campaign, we may find it necessary to ask aid of some fo- 
reign power. It gives us great pleasure to learn from you, 
that toute? Europe nous souhaite le plus heureux succés pour 
le maintien de nos libertés. But we wish to know, whether 
any one of them, from principles of humanity, is disposed 
magnanimously to step in for the relief of an oppressed 
people, or whether, if, as it seems likely to happen, we 
should be obliged to break off all connection with Britain, 
and declare ourselves an independent people, there is any 
state or power in Europe, who would be willing to enter 
snto an alliance with us for the benefit of our commerce, 
which amounted, before the war, to near seven millions 
sterling per annum, and must continually increase, as our 
people increase most rapidly. Confiding, my dear friend, 
in your good will to us and our cause, and in your sagacity 
and abilities for business, the committee of congress, ap- 
pointed for the purpose of establishing and conducting a 
correspondence with our friends in Europe, of which com- 
mittee I have the honor to be a member, have directed me 
to request of you, that, as you are situated at the Hague, 
where ambassadors from all the courts reside, you would 
make use of the opportunity that situation affords you, of 
discovering, if possible, the disposition of the several courts 
with respect to such assistance or alliance, if we should ap- 
ply for the one, or propose the other. As it may possibly 


be necessary, in particular instances, that you should, for’ 


this purpose, confer directly with some great ministers, and 
show them this letter as your credential, we only recom- 
mend it to your discretion, that you proceed therein with 
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such caution, as to keep the same from the knowlege of 
the English ambassador, and prevent any public appearance, 
at present, of your being employed in any such business, 
as thereby, we imagine, many inconveniences may be avoid- 
ed, and your means of rendering us service, increased. 

That you may be better able to answer some questions, 
which will probably be put to you, concerning our present 
situation, we inform you—that the whole continent is very 
firmly united—the party for the measures of the British 
ministry being very small, and much dispersed—that we 
have had on foot, the last campaign, an army of near twenty- 
five thousand men, wherewith we have been able, not only to 
block up the king’s army in Boston, but to spare consider- 
able detachments for the invasion of Canada, where we 
have met with great success, as the printed papers sent 
herewith will inform you, and have now reason to expect 
the whole province may be soon in our possession—that we 
purpose greatly to increase our force for the ensuing year ; 
and thereby we hope, with the assistance of awell-disciplined 
militia, to be able to defend our coast, notwithstanding its 
great extent—that we have already a small squadron of 
armed vessels, to protect our coasting trade, who have had 
some success in taking several of the enemy’s cruizers, and 
some of their transport vessels and store-ships. This lit 
tle naval force we are about to augment, and expect it may 
be more considerable in the next summer. 

We have hitherto applied to no foreign power. We are 
using the utmost industry in endeavoring to make salt- 
petre, and with daily increasing success. Our artificers are 
also every where busy in fabricating small arms, casting 
cannon, &c. yet both arms and ammunition are much want- 
ed. Any merchants, who would venture to send ships, 
laden with those articles, might make great profit; such is 
the demand in every colony, and such generous prices are 
and willbe given ; of which, and of the manner of conduct- 
ing such a voyage, the bearer, Mr. Storey, can more fully 
inform you: and whoever brings in those articles, is al- 
lowed to carry off the value in provisions, to our West In- 
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dies, where they will probably fetch a very high price, the 
general exportation from North America being stopped. 
This you will see more particularly in a printed resolution 
of the congress. 

We are in great want of good engineers, and wish you 
could engage, and send us two able ones, in time for the 
next campaign, one acquainted with field service, sieges, 
&c. and the other with fortifying of sea-ports. They will, 
-f well recommended, be made very welcome, and have 
honorable appointments, besides the expences of their voy- 
age hither, in which Mr. Storey can also advise them. As 
what we now request of you, besides taking up your time, 
may put you to some expence, we send you for the present, 
enclosed, a bill for one hundred pounds sterling, to defray 
such expences, and desire you to be assured that your ser- 
vices will be considered, and honorably rewarded by the 
congress. 

We desire, also, that you would take the trouble of re- 
ceiving from Arthur Lee, esquire, agent for the congress 
in Engiand, such letters as may be sent by him to your care, 
and of forwarding them to us with your dispatches. When 
you haye occasion to write to him to inform him of any 
thing, which it may be of importance that our friends there 
should be acquainted with, please to send your letters to 
him, under cover, directed to Mr. Alderman Lee, mer- 
chant, on Tower-hill, London; and do not send it by post, 
but by some trusty shipper, or other prudent person, who 
will deliver it with his own hand. And when you send to 
us, if you have not a direct safe opportunity, we recom- 
mend sending by way of St. Eustatia, to the care of Messrs. 
Robert and Cornelius Stevenson, merchants there, who will 
forward your dispatches to me. 

With sincere and great esteem and respect, 
Tam, Sir, &c. 
3 B. FRANKLIN, 
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IN the year 1776, an act of the British parliament passed, to prohibit and 
restrain, on the one hand, the trade and intercourse ef the refractory colonies res- 
pectively during their revolt ; and on the other hand, to enable persons appointed 
by the British king to grant pardons, and declare any particular district in the 
hing’s peace, Gc. Lord Howe (who had been previously appointed commander of 
the British fleet in North America) was, on May 3, declared jcint commissioner 
with his brother general Howe, for the latter purposes of the act. He sailed May 
i2, and while off the coast of Massachusetts, prepared a declaration, announcing 
this commission, and accompanied it with circular letters. July 4, indepen- 
dence had been declared; but nevertheless congress (invited by various at- 
tempts made to procure a conference) resolved to send Messieurs F ranklin, J 
Adams, and E. Rutledge, to learn the propositions of the commissioners, by}whom 
authorised, and to whom addressed. The English commissioners it appeared 
had no power to treat with congress in its representative capacity, and congress 
had not impowered their representatives to rescind the act of independence, 
The reference was of course broken off where it begun. On Sept. 19, the 
British commissioners declared themselves ready to confer with any of the well. 
affected, on the means of restoring peace and permanent union with every colony 
as part of the British empire; and promised a revision of the several royal in. 
structions supposed to lay improper restraints on colony-legislation, and also the 
‘King’s concurrence ina revisionof the objectionable acts of parliament : which 
seemed to be the ultimatum of the commission.—The British parliament how- 
ever, by a subsequent act (which, among other things, formally renounced the 
power of taxation in North America and the West Indies} authorised five com. 
missioners to treat, settle, and agree, even with congress; but subject to’the 
farther confirmation of parliament. Lord Carlisle, and commodore Tobnston, 
and sir William Eden, with the commanders in chief of the land and sea forces, 
were the commissioners appointed by the British king under this act; and Dr, 
Adam Ferguson the historian, was made secretary to the commission, 

Mr. Henry Strachey had been Secretary to the frst commission, attended 
with the following singular circumstance, as stated in the British house of lords. 
In tnis commission for restoring peace to America, ‘* (or iz other words to induce 
America at once to puta confidence in the British king, and to believe that the pare 
liament of England wasa sufficiently powerful and fonest barrier for them to 
trust to) the secretary (Mr. Strachey) had soo]. granted for life out of the four 
and a half per cent. duties, filched by the crown from the West- India Islands, 
and in opposition to a solemn address of parliament, desiring that it might be 


applied to the original purposes for which it was granted by the respective as: 
semblies of the islands,” 


Letter from Lord Howe to Dr. Franktin, 


Lagle, Fune 20, 1776. 
{ CANNOT, my worthy friend, permit the letters and 
parcels, which I have sent (in the state | received them) to 
be landed, without adding a word upon the subject of the 
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injurious extremities in which our unhappy disputes have 
engaged us. 

You will learn the nature of my mission, from the official 
dispatches, which I have recommended to be forwarded by 
the same conveyance. Retaining all the earnestness I ever 
expressed, to see our differences accommodated ; I shall 
conceive, if I meet with the disposition in the colonies 
which I was once taught to expect, the most flattering hopes 
of proving serviceable in the objects of the king’s paternal 
solicitude, by promoting the establishment of lasting peace 
and union with the colonies. But if the deep-rooted pre- 
judices of America, and the necessity of preventing her 
trade from passing into foreign channels, must keep us still 
a divided people; I shall, from eyery private as well as 
public motive, most heartily lament, that this is not the 
moment wherein those great objects of my ambition are 
to be attained; and that I am to be longer deprived of an 
opportunity, to assure you personally of the regard with 


which I am 
Your sincere and faithful 


Humble servant, 


HOWE. 


P. S. I was disappointed of the opportunity I expected 
for sending this letter, at the time it was dated; and have 
ever since been prevented by calms and contrary winds from 
getting here, to inform general Howe of the commission 
with which I have the satisfaction to be charged, and. of 
his being joined in it. 

Off of Sandy Hook, 12th of Fuly. 
Superscribed, Howe. 

To Benjamin Frankhn, Esqo 

Philadelphia. 
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Br. Franklins Answer to Lord Howe. 


Philadelphia, Fuly 30, 1776. 
My Lorp, : 

{ RECEIVED safe the letters your lordship so kindly 
forwarded to me, and beg you to accept my thanks. 

The official dispatches to which you refer me, contain 
nothing more than what we had seen in the act of parlia- 
ment, viz. “‘ Offers of pardon upon submission;” which I 
was sorry to find, as it must give your lordship pain to be 
sent so far on so hopeless a business. 

‘Directing pardons to be offered to the colonies, who are 
the very parties injured, expresses indeed that opinion of 
our ignorance, baseness, and insensibily, which your unin- 
formed and proud nation has long been pleased to entertain 
of us; but it can have no other effect than that of encreas- 
ing our resentments........It is impossible we should think of 
submission to a government, that has, with the most wanton 
barbarity and cruelty, burned our defenceless towns in the 
midst of winter; excited the savages tO massacre our 
(peaceful) farmers ; instigated our slaves to murder their mas- 
ters ; and is even now’ bringing foreign mercenaries to deluge 
our settlements with blood. These atrocious injuries have 
extinguished every spark of affection for that parent coun- 
try we once held so dear: but were it possible for zs to 
forget and forgive them, it is not possible for you (I mean 
the British nation) to forgive the people you have so heavily 
injured ; you can never confide again in those as fellow-sub- 
jects, and permit them to enjoy equal freedom, to whom 
you know you have given such just causes of lasting enmity; 
and this must impel you, were we again under your govern- 
ment, to endeavor the breaking our spirit by the severest 
tyranny, and obstructing by every means in your power our 
growing strength and prosperity. 
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v About this time the Hessians, &c. had arrived from Europe, and were 
landed at Staten Island and New York. 
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But your lordship mentions “the king’s paternal solici- 
tude for promoting the establishment of lasting peace and 
union with the colonies.” If by peace is here meant, a peace 
to be entered into by distinct states, now at war; and his 
majesty has given your lordship powers to treat with us of 
such a peace, I may venture to say, though without autho- 
rity, that I think a treaty for that purpose not quite imprac- 
ticable, before we enter into foreign alliances. But Tam 
persuaded you haye no such powers. Your nation, though, 
by punishing those American governors who have fomented 
the discord, rebuilding our burnt towns, and repairing as 
far as possible the mischiefs done us, she might recover a 
great share of our regard, and the greatest share of our 
growing commerce, with all the advantages of that addi- 
tional strength, to be derived from a friendship with us ; 
yet I know too well her abounding pride and deficient wis- 
dom, to believe she will ever take such salutary measures. 
Her fondness for conquest as a warlike nation; her lust of 
‘dominion as an ambitious one; and her thirst for a gainful 
monopoly as a commercial one (none of them legitimate 
causes of war) will join to hide from her eyes every view 
of her true interest, and continually goad her on in these 
ruinous distant expeditions, so destructrive both of lives 
and of treasure, that they must prove as pernicious to her 
in the end, as the Croisades formerly were to most of the 
nations of Europe. 

I have not the vanity, my lord, to think of intimidating, 
by thus predicting the effects of this war; for I know it will 
in England have the fate of all my former predictions; not 
to be believed till the event shall verify it. | 

Long did I endeavor, with unfeigned and unwearied 
zeal, to preserve from breaking that fine and noble porce- 
laine vase......the British empire; for I knew that being 
once broken, the separate parts could not retain even their 
sharé of the strength and value that existed in the whole; 
and that a perfect re-wnion of those parts could scarce ever 
be hoped for. Your lordship may possibly remember the 
tears of joy that wetted my cheek, when, at your good 
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sister’s in London, you once gave me expectations, that a 
reconciliation might soon take place. I had the misfortune 
to find these expectations disappointed, and to be treated as 
the cause of the mischief I was laboring to prevent. My 
consolation under that groundless and malevolent treatment 
was, that I retained the friendship of many wise and good 
men in that country; and among the rest, some share in the 
regard of lord Howe. 

The well-founded esteem, and permit me to say affection, 
which I shall always have for your lordship, make it painful 
tome to see you engaged in conducting a war, the great 
ground of which (as described in your letter) is ‘the ne- 
cessity of preventing the American trade from passing into 
foreign channels.” To me it seems, that neither the ob- 
taining or retaining any trade, how valuable soever, is an 
object for which men may justly spill each other’s blood; 
that the true and sure means of extending and securing 
commerce, are the goodness and cheapness of commodities; 
and that the profits of no trade can ever be equal to the ex- 
pence of compelling it, and holding it by fleets and armies, 
[ consider this war against us, therefore, as both unjust 
and unwise; and I am persuaded, that cool and dispas- 
sionate posterity will condemn to intamy those who ad- 
vised it; and that even success will not save from some 
degree of dishonor, those who have voluntarily engaged to 
conduct it. hing 

I know your great motive in coming hither, was the hope 
of being instrumental in a reconciliation; and I believe 
when you find that to be impossible, on any terms given 
you to propose, you will then relinquish. so odious a com- 
mand, and return to a more honorable private station. 

With the greatest and most sincere respect, I have the 
honor to be, my lord, 


Your lordship’s most obedient humble servant, 


B. FRANKLIN. 
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DR, FRANKLIN was supposed to have been the inventor of a little em-~ 
blematical design at the commencement of the disputes, representing the state 
of Great Britain and the then colonies, should the former persist in restrain- 


Pi the American trade, destroying the currency, and taxing the people by 


aws made by a legislature in which they were not represented.—Great Britain 


was supposed to have been placed upon the globe: but the colonies, that is 
her limbs, being severed from her, she was seen lifting her eyes and man- 


gled stumps to heaven ; her shield, which she was unable to wield, lay use- 
less by her side; her lance had pierced the Eastern States ; the laurel branch 
was fallen from the hand of Pennsylvania; the English oak had lost its head, 
and stood a bare trunk with a few withered branches ; briars and thorns were 
on the ground beneath it; the British ships had brooms at their topmast heads, 
denoting their being upon sale ; and Britannia herself was seen sliding off the 
world, no longer able to hold its balance ; her fragments overspread with the 
labels date obolum Belisario,—This in short, was the fable of the belly and the 
members reversed.—But the story is here noted chiefly for the sake of the moral, 
and is as follows : 
“ THE MORAL- 


“© THE political moral of this picture is now easily discovered. History 
affords us many instances of the ruinof. states, by the prosecution of measures 
ill suited to the temper and genius of its people. The ordaining of laws in 
favor of one part of the nation, to the prejudice and oppression of another, is 
certainly the most erroneous and mistaken policy. An equal dispensation of 
protection, rights, privileges, and advantages, is what every part is intitled tO, 
and ought to enjoy; it being a matter of no moment to the state, whether as 
subject grows rich and flourishing on the Thames or the Ohio, in Edinburgh 
or Dublin. These measures never fail to create great and violent jealousies 
and animosities between the pecple favored and the people oppressed: from 
whence a total separation of affections, interests, political obligations, and all 
manner of connexions, necessarily ensues; by which the whole state is 
weakened and perhaps ruined for ever.” F 

The design was printed on a card, and Dr. Franklin at the time occasi- 
onally used to write his notes on such cards. It was also printed on:a half 
sheet of paper, with an explanation by some other person, and the moral given 
above. The drawing was but moderately executed, 

The sentiments, applied to the picture which they were annexed to, were 
well calculated to produce reflection; they form part of the same system 
of political ethics, with the following fragment of a sentence, which Dr. 
Franklin inserted in a -political publication of one of his friends. ‘* The 


attempts to establish arditrary power over so great a part of the British 


empire, are to the imminent hazard of our most valuable commerce, and of 
that national strength, security, and felicity, which depend on wzion and 
liberty ; ~The preservation of which, he used to say, ‘* had been the great 
object and labor of his life; the whole-being such a thing as the world before 
mever SAW.” ; 


‘ee Par. | 
sow 
~~ Y 


1783. POLITICAL. 899 
POLITICAL 


AFTER THE REVOLUTION. ar 


TO THE EARL OF BUCHAN 


Concerning new Settlements in America. 


Passy, March 17, 1783. 
My Lorp, 
~f RECEIVED the letter your lordship did me the 
honor of writing to me the 18th past, and am much 
obliged by your kind congratulations on the return of peace, 
which I hope will be lasting. ‘ 


With regard to the terms on which lands may be acquired 


in America, and the manner of beginning new settlements 
on them, I cannot give better information than may be 
found in a book lately printed at London, under some such 
title as—“‘Letters from a Pennsylvanian Farmer, by Hector 
St. John.” ‘The only encouragement we hold out to strangers 
are, a good climate, fertile soil, wholesome air and water, 
plenty of provisions and food, good pay for labor, kind 
nerghbors, good laws, and a hearty welcome. The rést 
depends on a man’s own industry and virtue. Lands are 
cheap, but they must be bought. All settlements are under- 
taken at private expence ; the public contributes nothing 
but defence and justice. I have long observed of your peo- 
ple, that their sobriety, frugality, industry, and honesty, 
seldom fail of success in America, and of procuring them a 
good establishment among us. 

I do not recollect the circumstance you are pleased to 
mention, of my having saved a citizen at St. Andrew’s by 
giving a turn to his disorder; and I am curious to know, 
what the disorder was, and what the advice I gave, that 


x From the Gentleman’s Magazine, for July, 1794, to which it was commu~ 
nicated by the nobleman to whom it is addressed, 
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Pg | 
proved so salutary.” With Sreat regard I have the honor 
to be, my lord, your lordship’s most obedient and most 


humble servant, . 
 B. FRANKLIN. 


Remarks concerning the Savages of North-America# 


SAVAGES we call them, because their manners differ 
from ours, which we think the perfection of civility; they 
think the same of theirs. 

Perhaps, if we could examine the manners of differ- 
ent nations with impartiality, we should find no people so 
rude, as to be without any rules of politeness; nor any so 
polite, as not to have some remains of rudeness. 

The Indian men, when young, are hunters and war- 
riors; when old, counsellors; for all their government is 

by the council or advice of the sages; there is no force, 
there are no prisons, no officers to compel obedience,’ or 
inflict punishment. Hence they generally study oratory, 


the best speaker having the most influence. The Indian 


the children, and preserve and hand down to posterity the 
memory of public transactions. These employments of 
men and women are accounted natural and honorable. 
Having few artificial wants, they have abundance of leisure 
for improvement by conversation. Our laborious manner 
of life, compared with theirs, they esteem slavish and base; 
and the learning on which we value ourselves, they regard 
as frivolous and useless. An instance of this occured at the 
treaty of Lancaster, in Pennsylyania, anno 1744, between 
the government of Virginia and the Six Nations. After the 


y It was a fever in which the Ear] of Buchan, then Jord Cardross, lay sick at 
St. Andrew’s ; and the advice was, not to blister, according to the old practice— 
and the opinion of the learned Dr. Simson, brother of the celebrated geome. 
trician at Glasgow. 

z This paper and the two next in order were published in separate pamphlets 
in England, in the year 1784, and afterwards, in 1787. 


* 


we 


women till the ground, dress the food, nurse and bring up 
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principal business was settled, the commissioners from Vir- 
ginia acquainted the Indians by a speech, that there was at 
Williamsburg a college, with a fund, for educating Indian 
youth ; and that if the chiefs of the Six Nations would send 
down half a dozen of their sons to that college, the govern- 
ment would take care that they should be well provided for, 
and instructed in all the learning of the white people. It is one 
of the Indian rules of politeness, not to answer a public 
proposition the same day that it is made; they think it 
would be treating it as a light matter, and that they show it 
respect by taking time to consider it, as of a matter im- 
portant. ‘They therefore deferred their answer till the day 
following; when their speaker began, by expressing their 
deep sense of the kindness of the Virginia government, in 
making them that offer; “ for we know,” says he, “ that 
you highly esteem the kind of learning taught in those col- 
leges, and that the maintenance of our young men, while 
with you, would be very expensive to you. We are con- 
vinced therefore, that you mean to do us good by your 
proposal; and we thank you heartly. But you, who are 
wise, must know, that different nations have different con- 
ceptions of things ; and you will therefore not take it amiss, 
if our ideas of this kind of education happen not to be the 
same with yours. We have had some experience of it: several 
of our young people were formerly brought up at the col- 
leges of the northern provinces ; they were instructed in all 
your sciences; but when they came back to us, they were 
bad runners, ignorant of every means of living in the 
woods, unable to bear either cold or hunger, knew neither 
how to build a cabin, take a deer, or kill an enemy, spoke 
our language imperfectly, were therefore neither fit for 
hunters, warriors, nor counsellors; they were totally good 
for nothing. We are however not the less obliged by your 
kind offer, though we decline accepting it: and to show our 
grateful sense of it, if the gentlemen of Virginia will 
send us a dozen of their sons, we will take great care of 
their education, instruct them in all we know, and make 
men of them.” 
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Having frequent occasions to hold public councils, they 
have acquired great order and decency in conducting them. 
The old men sit in the foremost ranks, the warriors in the 
next, and the women and children in the hindmost. The 
business of the women is to take exact notice of what 
passes, imprint it in their memories, for they have no writ- 
ing, and communicate it to their children.. They are the 
records of the council, and they preserve the tradition of the 
stipulations in treaties a hundred years back; which, when 
we compare with our writings, we always find exact. He 
that would speak, rises. ‘The rest observe a profound si- 
lence. When he has finished and sits down, they leave him 
five or six minutes to recollect, that,-if he has omitted any 
thing he intended to say, or has any. thing to add, he may 
rise again and deliver it. ‘To interrupt another, even in 
common conversation, is reckoned highly indecent. How 
different this is from the conduct of a polite British house 
of commons, where scarce a day passes without some con- 
fusion, that makes the speaker hoarse in calling to order ; 


and how different from the mode of conversation in many — 


polite companies of Europe, where, if you do not deliver 
your sentence with great rapidity, you are cut off in the 
middle of it by the impatient loquacity of those you con-— 
verse with, and never suffered to finish it! 

The politeness of these savages in conversation is indeed 
carried to excess, since it does not permit them to contra- 
dict or deny the truth of what is asserted in their presence. 
By this means they indeed avoid disputes ; but then it be- 
comes difficult to know their minds, or what impression you 
make upon them. The missionaries who have attempted 
to convert them to christianity, all complain of this as one 
of the great difficulties of their mission. The Indians hear 
with patience the truths of the gospel explained to them, and 
give their usual tokens of assent and approbation: you would 
think they were convinced. No such matter. It is mere 
civility. 

A Swedish minister, having assembled the chiefs of the 
Susquehanna Indians, made a sermon to them, acquainting 
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them with the principal historical facts on which our relf* 
gion is founded ; such as the fall of our first parents by eat- 
ing an apple, the coming of Christ to repair the mischief, 
his miracles and suffering, &c.— When he had finished, an 
Indian orator stood up to thank him. ‘“ What have you 
told us,” says he, “ is all very good. It is indeed bad to 
eat apples. It is better to make them all into cyder. We 
are much obliged by your kindness in coming so far, to tell 
us those things which you have heard from your mothers. 
In return, I will tell you some of those we have heard from 
ours. | 
‘In the beginning, our fathers had only the flesh of ani- 
mals, to subsist on, and if their hunting was unsuccessful, 
they were starving. Two of our young hunters having killed 
a deer, made a fire in the woods to broil some parts of it. 
When they were about to satisfy their hunger, they beheld 
a beautiful young woman descend from the clouds, and seat 
herself on that hill which you see yonder among the Blue 
Mountains. They said to eacly other, it is a spirit that 
perhaps has smelt our broiling venison, and wishes to eat 
of it: let us offer some to her. They presented her with 
the tongue: she was pleased with the taste of it, and said, 
your kindness shall be rewarded ; come to this place after 
thirteen moons, and you shall find something that will be 
of great benefit in nourishing you and your children to the 
latest generations. They did so, and to their surprise found 
_plants they had never seen before: but which, from that 
ancient time, have been constantly cultivated among us, to 
our great advantage. Where her right hand had touched 
the ground, they found maize; where her left hand had 
touched it, they found kidney-beans ; and where her back- 
side had sat on it, they found tobacco.” The good mission- 
ary, disgusted with this idle tale, said, “* What I delivered 
to you were sacred truths, but what you tell me is mere 
fable, fiction, and falsehood.” The Indian, offended, re- 


plied, ‘‘ My brother, it seems your friends have not done 


you justice in your education ; they have not well instructed 
you in the. rules of common civility. You saw that we, 
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who understand and practice those rules, believed all your 
stories, why do you refuse to believe ours ?” 

When any of them come into our towns, our people are 
apt to crowd round them, gaze upon them, and incommode 
them where they desire to be private; this they esteem 
great rudeness, and the effect of the want of instruction in 
the rules of civility and good manners. ‘ We have,” say 
they, ‘as much curiosity as you, and when you come into 
our towns, we wish for opportunities of looking at you ; but 
for this purpose we hide ourselves behind bushes, where 
you are to pass, and never intrude ourselves into your 
company.” | 

Their manner of entering one another’s villages has like- 
wise its rules. It is reckoned uncivil in travelling strangers, 
to enter a village abruptly, without giving notice of their 
approach. Therefore, as soon as they arrive within hear- 
ing, they stop and hollow, remaining there till invited to 
enter. Two old men usually come out to them, and lead 
them in.’ There is in every village a vacant dwelling, 
called the strangers’ house. Here they are placed, while 
the old men go round from hut to hut, acquainting the inha- 
bitants, that strangers are arrived, who are probably hungry 
and weary ; and every one sends them what he can spare of 
victuals, and skins to repose on. When the strangers are 
refreshed, pipes and tobacco are brought; and then, but 
not before, conversation begins, with enquiries who they 
are, whither bound, what news, &c. and it usually ends 
with offers of service, if the strangers have occasion for 
guides, or any necessaries fur continuing their journey ; and 
nothing is exacted for the entertainment. 

The same hospitalitv, esteemed among them as a prin- 
cipal virtue, is practised by private persons; of which 
Conrad Weiser, our intrepreter, gave me the following in- 
stance. He had been naturalised among the Six Nations, 
and spoke well the Mohock language. In going through 
the Indian country, to carry a message from our governor 
to the council at Onondaga, he called at the habitation of 
Canassetego, an old acquaintance, who embraced him 


4 
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spread furs for him to sit on, and placed before him some 
boiled beans and venison, and mixed some rum and water 
for his drink. When he was well refreshed, and had lit 
his pipe, Canassetego began to converse with him; asked. 
how he had fared the many years since they had seen each 
other ; whence he then came ; what occasioned the journey, 
&c. Conrad answered all his questions ; and when the dis- 
course began to flag, the Indian, to continue it, said, “¢ Con- 
rad, you have lived long among the white people, and know 
something of their customs; I have been sometimes at 
Albany, and have observed, that once in seven days they 
shut up their shops, and assemble all in the great house; 
tell me what it is for? What do they do there?” “ They 
meet there,” says Conrad, “ to hear and learn good things.” 
‘IT do not doubt,” says the Indian, “ that they tell you 
so; they have told me the same: but I doubt the truth of 
what they say, and I will tell you my reasons. I went 
lately to Albany to sell my skins and buy blankets, knives, 
powder, rum, &c. You know [ used generally to deal with 
Hans Hanson; but I was a little inclined this time to try 
some other merchants. However, I called first upon Hans, 
and asked him what he would give for beaver. He said he 
could not give any more than four shillings a pound: but, 
says he, I cannot talk on business now; this is the day when 
tve meet together to learn good things, and I am going to 
meeting. So I thought to myself, since I cannot do any 
business to-day, I may as well go to the meeting too, and 
I went with him. There stood up a man in black, and be- 
gan to talk to the people very angrily. I did not understand 
what he said; but perceiving that he looked much at me, 
-and at Hanson, I imagined he was angry at seeing me 
there ; so I went out, sat down near the house, struck fire, 
and lit my pipe, waiting till the meeting should break up. 
I thought too, that the man had mentioned something of 
beaver, and I suspected it might be the subject of their 
meeting. So when they came out I accosted my merchant. 
Well, Hans, says I, I hope you have agreed to give more 
than four shillings a pound? No, says he, I cannot give so 

: 3.F 
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much, I cannot give more than three shillings and sixpencee 


IL then spoke to several other dealers, but they all sung the © 
same song,.....three and sixpence,.....three and sixpence. This — 


made it clear to me that my suspicion was right; and that 


whatever they pretended of meeting to learn good thing's, 


the real purpose was té consult how to cheat Indians in the © 


price of beaver. Consider but a little, Conrad, and you 
must be of my opinion. If they met so.often to learn good 


things, they would certainly have learned some before this | 
time. But they are still ignorant. You know our practices 


If a white man, in travelling through our country, enters 
one of our cabins, we all treat him as Ido you; we dry 
him if he is wet, we warm him if he is cold, and give him 


meat and drink, that he may allay his thirst and hunger ;— 


and we spread soft furs for him to rest and sleep on: we 
demand nothing in return.2 But if F go into a white man’s 
house at Albany, and ask for victuals and drink, they say, 
Where is your money? and if I have none, they say, Get 
‘out you Indian dog. You see they have not yet learned 


those little good things, that we need no meetings to be in- 
structed in, because our mothers taught them to us when we | 
were children ; and therefore it is impossible their meet- 


ings should be, as they say, for any such purpose, or have 
any such effect; they are only to contrive the cheating of 
Indians in the price of beaver. 


alt is remarkable,. that in all ages and countries, hospitality has been al- 
lowed as the virtue of those, whom the civilized were pleased to call Barba-~ 
rians. ‘The Greeks celebrated the Scythians for it, the Saracens possessed it 
eminently ;. anditis to this day the reigning virtue of the wild Arabs. St. Paul 
¢oo, in the relation of his voyage and shipwreck, on the island of Melita, says, 
“< The barbarous peeple shewed us no little kindness ; for they kindled a fire, 
_ and reeeiyed us every one, because of the present rain, and because of the cold.”’ 


_— 
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THE INTERNAL STATE OF AMERICA 5_ 

Being a true Description of the Interest and Policy of that vast 
Continent. 

THERE is a tradition, that, in the planting of New 
England, the first settlers met with many difficulties and 
hardships; as is generally the case when a civilized people 
attempt establishing themselves in a wilderness country. 
Being piously disposed, they sought relief from heaven, by 
laying their wants and distresses before the Lord, in fre- 
quent set days of fasting and prayer. Constant meditation 
and discourse on these subjects kept their minds gloomy 
and discontented ; and, like the children of Israel, there 
were many disposed to return to that Egypt, which perse- 
cution had ‘induced them to abandon. At length, when it 
was proposed in the assembly to proclaim another fast, a 
farmer of plain sense rose, and remarked, that the incon- 
‘veniences they suffered, and concerning which they had so 
often wearied heaven with their complaints, were not so 
great as they might have expected, and were diminishing 
every day as the colony strengthened; that the earth be- 
gan to reward their labor, and to furnish liberally for their 
subsistence; that the seas and rivers were found full of fish, 
the air sweet, the climate healthy; and, above all, that 
they were there in the full enjoyment of liberty, civil and 
religious : he therefore thought, that reflecting. and con- 
versing on these subjects would be more comfortable, as 
tending more to make them contented with their situation ; 
and that it would be more becoming the gratitude they 
owed to the Divine Being, if, instead of a fast, they should 
proclaim a thanksgiving. His advice was taken; and from 
that day to this they have, in every year, observed circum- 
stances of public felicity sufficient to furnish employment 
for a thanksgiving day; which is therefore constantly or- 
dered and religiously observed. | 

Isee in the public newspapers of different states fre- 
quent complaints of Aard times, deadness of trade, scarcity 
of money, Fc. It is not my intention to assert or maintain, 


we 
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that these complaints are entirely without foundation. 
There can be no country or nation existing, in which there 

will not be some people so circumstanced, as to find it hard 

to gain a livelihood ; people who are not in the way of any 

profitable trade, and with whom money is scarce, because 

they have nothing to give in exchange for it; and it is al- 

ways in the power of a small number to make a great cla- 

mor. But let us take a cool view of the general state of 
our affairs, and perhaps the prospect will appear less gloomy 

than has been imagined. | 

The great business of the continent is agriculture. For 

one artisan, or merchant, I suppose, we have at least one 

hundred farmers, by far the greatest part cultivators of 
their own fertile lands, from whence many of them draw 

not only the food necessary for their subsistence, but the 

materials of their clothing, so as to need very few foreign. 
supplies ; while they have a surplus of productions to dis- 

pose of, whereby wealth is gradually accumulated. Such 

has been the goodness of Divine Providence to these re-. 
gions, and so favorable the climate, that, since the three 
or four years of hardship in the first settlement of our fa- 
thers here, a famine or scarcity has never been heard of 
amongst us; on the contrary, though some years may have 
been more, and others less plentiful, there has always been 
provision enough for ourselves, and a quantity to spare for 
exportation. And although the crops of last year were » 
generally good, never was the farmer better paid for. the 
part he can spare commerce, as the published price currents 
abundantly testify. The lands he possesses are also conti- 
nually rising in value with the increase of population; and, 
on the whole, he is enabled to give such good wages to 
those who work for him, that all who are acquainted with 
the old world must agree, that in no part of it are the la- 
boring poor so generally well fed, well clothed, well lodged, 
and well paid, as in the United States of America. 
gee? ha we enter the cities, we find, that, since the revolution, 
the owners of houses and lots of ground have had their 
interest vastly augmented in value; rents have risen to an 


ed 
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astonishing height, and thence encouragement to increase 
building, which gives employment to an abundance of 
workmen, as does also the increased luxury and splendor 
of living of the inhabitants, thus made richer. These 
workmen all demand and obtain much higher wages than 
any other part of the world would afford them, and are 
paid in ready money. This class of people therefore do 
not, or ought not, to complain of hard times ; and they 
make a very considerable part of the city imhabitants. 

At the distance I live from our American fisheries, I 
cannot speak of them with any degree of certainty; but I 
have not heard, that the labor of the valuable race of men 
employed in them is worse paid, or that they meet with less 
success, than before the revolution. The whale-men in- 
deed have been deprived of one market for their oil; but 
another, I hear, is opening for them, which it is hoped may 
be equally advantageous ; and the demand is constantly in- 
creasing for their spermaceti candles, which therefore bear 
a much higher price than formerly. 

There remain the merchants and shopkeepers. Of these, 
though they make but a small part of the whole nation, the 
number is considerable, too great indeed for the business 
they are employed in ; for the consumption of goods in 
in every country has its limits; the faculties of the’people, 
that is, their ability to buy and pay, being equal only to a 
certain quantity of merchandize. If merchants calculate 
amiss on this proportion, and import too much, they will 
of course find the sale dull for the overplus, and some of 
them will say, that trade languishes. They should, and 
doubtless will, grow wiser by experience, and import less, 
If too many artificers in town, and farmers from the coun- 
try, flattering themselves with the idea of leading easier 
lives, turn shopkeepers, the whole natural quantity of that 
business divided among them all may afford too small a 
share for each, and occasion complaints, that trade is dead ; 
these may also suppose, that it is owing to scarcity of mo- 
ney, while, in fact, it isnot so much from the fewness of 
buyers, as from the excessive number of sellers, that the 
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mischief arises ; and, if every shopkeeping farmer and 0 . 
chanic would return to the use of his plough and worki: 
tools, there would remain of widows, and other womeiny 
shopkeepers sufficient for the business, which might then 
afford them a comfortable maintenance. 

Whoever has travelled through the various parts of Eu- 
rope, and observed how small is the proportion of people 
in affluence or easy circumstances there, compared with 
those in poverty and misery; the few rich and haughty 
landlords, the multitude of poor, abject, rack-rented, tythe- 
paying tenants, and half paid and half-starved ragged la- 
borers; and views here the happy mediocrity, that so 
generally prevails throughout these states, where the culti- 
vator works for himself, and supports his family in decent 
plenty, will, methinks, see abundant reason to bless Divine 
Providence for the evident and great difference in our fa- 
vor, and be convinced, that no nation known to us enjoys 
a greater share of human felicity. 

It is true, that in some of the states there are parties and 
discords; but let us look back, and ask if we were ever 
without them? Such will exist wherever there is liberty ; 
and perhaps they help to preserve it. By the collision of 
different sentiments, sparks of truth are struck out, and po- 
litical light is obtained. ‘The different factions, which at 
present divide us, aim all at the public good: the differ. 
ences are only about the various modes of promoting it. 
‘Things, actions, measures, and objects of all kinds, present 
themselves to the minds of men in such a variety of lights, 
that it is not possible we should all think alike at the same 
time on every subject, when hardly the same man retains 
at all times the same ideas of it. Parties are therefore the 
common lot of humanity ; and ours are by no means ‘more 
“mischievous or less beneficial than those of other countries, 
nations, and ages, enjoying in the same degree,the great. 
blessing of political liberty. 

Some indeed among us are not so much grieved for the 
- present state of our affairs, as apprehensive for the future. 
The growth of luxury alarms them, and they think we are 
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from that alone in the high road toruin. They observe, that 
no ‘revenue is sufficient without economy, and that the most 
E ‘ntiful income of a whole people from the natural produc- 

“Ons of their country may be dissipated in vain and need- 
less expences, and poverty be introduced in the place of 
affluence. This may be possible. It however rarely hap- 
pens: for there seems to be in every nationa greater pro- 
portion of industry and frugality, which tend to enrich, 
than of idleness and prodigality, which occasion poverty ; 
so that upon the whole there is a continual accumulation. 
Reflect what Spain, Gaul, Germany, and Britain were in 
the time of the Romans, inhabited by people little richer 
than our savages, and consider the wealth they at present 


nossess. im numerous well-built cities, improved farms, 
b) 9 ) 


rich moveables, magazines stocked with valuable manufac- 
tures, to say nothing of plate, jewels, and comed money ; 
and all this, notwithstanding their bad, wasteful, plunder- 
ing governments, and their mad destructive wars; and yet 
luxury and extravagant living has never suffered much re- 
straint in those countries. Then consider the great pro- 
portion of industrious frugal farmers inhabiting the interior 
parts of these American states, and of whom the body of 
our nation consists, and judge whether it is possible, that 


the luxury of our sea-ports can be sufficient to ruin such ‘ 


country.—If the importation of foreign luxuries could ruin 
a people, we should probably have been ruined long ago; 


for the British nation claimed a right, and practised it, of 


importing among us not only the superfluities of their own 
production, but those of every nation under heaven ; we 
bought and consumed them, and yet we flourished and grew 
rich. At present our independent governments may do 


what we could not then do, discourage by heavy duties, 


or prevent by heavy prohibitions, such importations, and. 


thereby grow richer; if, indeed, which may admit of dis- 


pute, the desire of adorning ourselves with fine clothes, 
possessing fine furniture, with elegant houses, &c. is not, 
by strongly inciting to labor and industry, the occasion of . 


it 
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producing a greater value, than is consumed in the gratifi- 
cation of that desire. a 

The agriculture and fisheries of the United States are 
the great sources of our increasing wealth. He that puts 


a seed into the earth is recompensed, perhaps, by receiving 


forty out of it; and he who draws a fish out of our water, — 


draws up a piece of silver. 
Let us (and there is no doubt but we shall) be attentive 


to these, and then the power of rivals, with all their restrain- 


ing and prohibiting acts, cannot much hurt us. We are 
sons of the earth and seas, and, like Anteus in the fable, 
if, in wrestling with a Hercules, we now and then receive 
a fall, the touch of our parents will communicate to us 


fresh strength and vigor to renew the contest. Ks 


noes 


Information to those qwho would remove to America. 


MANY persons in Europe having directly or by letters, 
expressed to the writer of this, who is well acquainted with 
North America, their desire of transporting and establish- 
ing themselves in that country; but who appear to have 
formed, through ignorance, mistaken ideas and expectations 
of what is to be obtained there ; he thinks it may be useful, 
and prevent inconvenient, expensive, and fruitless remov- 
als and voyages of improper persons, if he gives some 
clearer and truer notions of that part of the world, than 
appear to have hitherto prevailed. 

He finds it is imagined by numbers, that the inhabitants 
of North America are rich, capable of rewarding, and dis- 
posed to reward, all sorts of ingenuity; that they are at the 
same time ignorant ‘of all the sciences, and consequently, 


that strangers, possessing talents in the belles-lettres, fine 


arts, &c. must be highly esteemed, and so well paid, as to 


become easily rich themselves; that there are also abun- | 


dance of profitable offices to be disposed of, which the na- 
tives are not qualified to fill; and that, having few persons 
of family among them, strangers of birth must be greatly 
respected, and of course easily obtain the best of those of- 
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offices, which will make all their fortunes: that the govern- 
ments too, to encourage emigrations from Europe, not only 
pay the expence of personal transportation, but give lands 
éfatis to strangers, with negroes to work for them, utensils 
of husbandry, and stocks of cattle. These are all wild 
imaginations ; and those who go to America with expecta- 

tions founded upon them will surely find themselves dis- 
appointed.. 

The truth ts, that though there are in that country few 
people so miserable as the poor of Europe, there are also 
very few that in Europe would be called rich; it is rather. 
a general happy mediocrity that prevails. There are few 
great proprietors of the soil, and few tenants ; most people 
cultivate their own lands, or follow some handicraft or 
merchandise ; very few rich enough to live idly upon their 
rents or incomes, or to pay the highest prices given in Eu- 
rope for painting, statues, architecture, and the other works 

of art, that are more curious than useful. Hence the na- 
‘tural genuises, that have arises in America with such ta- 
Ients, have uniformly quitted that country for Europe, 
where they can be more suitably rewarded. It is true, that 
letters and mathematical knowlege are in esteem there, but 
they are at the same time more common than is apprehend- 
ed; there being already existing nine colleges or universi- 
ties, viz. four in New England, and one in each of the 
provinces of. New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Mary- 
land, and Virginia, all furnished with learned professors: 
besides anumber of smaller academies: these educate many 
of their youth in the languages, and those sciences that. 
qualify men for the professions of divinity, law, or physic. 
Strangers indeed are by no means excluded from exercising 
those professions ; and the quick increase of inhabitants 
every where gives them a chance of employ, which they 
‘have in common with the natives. Of civil offices, or em- 
ployments, there are few; no superfluous ones, as in Eu- 
yrope ; and it is a rule established in some of the states, _ 
“Yhat no office should be so profitable as to make itdesirable. 
3 Sat 
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The thirty-sixth article of the constitution of Pennsylvania a 
runs expressly in these words: ‘ As every freeman, to pre=_ 
serve his independence (if he has not 4 sufficient estate) 
ought to have some profession, calling, trade, or farm, 
whereby he may honestly subsist, there can be no necessity 
.. for, nor use in, establishing offices of profit; the usual ef- 
fects of which are dependence and servility, unbecoming 
- freemen, in the posséssors and expectants ; faction, conten- 
tion, corruption, and disorder among the people. Where- 
fore, whenever an office, through increase of fees. or 
otherwise, becomes so profitable, as to occasion many to 
apply sii it, the profits ought to be lessened by the legise 
lature. 

These ideas prevailing more or less in all the United 
States, it cannot be worth any man’s while, who has a means 
of living at home, to expatriate himself, in hopes of obtain- 
ing a profitable civil office in America; and as to military 
offices, they are at an end with the war, the armies being 
disbanded. Much less is it advisable for a person to go 
thither, who has no other quality to recommend him but 
his birth. In Europe it has indeed its value; but it is a 
-a commodity that cannot be carried to a worse market than 
to that of America, where people do not enquire concerning 
a stranger, What is he? but What can he do? If he has any 
useful art, he is welcome ; and if he exercises it, and behaves 
well, he will be respected by all that know him ; but a mere 
man of quality, who on that account wants to live upon the 
public by some office or salary, will be despised and disregard- 
ed. The husbandman is in honor there, and even the mecha- 
nic, because their employments are useful. The people have 
a saying, that God Almighty is himself a mechanic, the great- 
est in the universe; and he is respected and admired more 
for the varietv, mgenuity, and utility of his handiworks, 
than for the antiquity of his family. They are pleased with 
the observation of a negro, and frequently mention it, that 
Boccarora (meaning the white man) make de black man 
workee, make de horse workce, make de ox workee, make 
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ebery ting workee; only de hog. He de hog, no workee; 
he eat; he drink, he walk about, he go to sleep when he 
please, he live like a gempleman. According to these opi- 
nions of the Americans, one of them would think himself 
more obliged to a genealogist, who could prove for him 
that his ancestors and relations for ten generations had 
been ploughmen, smiths, carpenters, turners, weavers, tan- 
ners, or even shoemakers, and consequently that they were 
useful members of society ; than if he could only prove 
that they were gentlemen, doing nothing of value, but liv- 
ing idly on the labor of others, mere fruges eonsumere 
nati», and otherwise good for nothing, till by their death 
their estates, like the carcase of the negro’s gentleman-heg, 
come to be cut up. | 

With regard to encouragements for strangers from gO 
vernment, they are really only what are derived from good 
laws and liberty. Strangers are welcome, because there is 
room enough for them all, and therefore the old inhabitants 
are not jealous of them ;. the laws protect them sufficiently, 
so that they have no need of the patronage of great men; 
and every one will enjoy securely the profits of his indus- 
try. But if he does not bring a fortune with him, he must 
work and be industrious to live. One or two years resi- 
dence gives him all the rights of a citizen ; but the govern- 
ment does not at present, whatever it may have done in 
former times, hire people to become settlers, by paying 
their passages, giving land, negroes, utensils, stock, or any 
other kind of emolument whatsoever. In short, America 
is the land of labor, and by no means what the English call 
Lubberland, and the French Pays de cocagne, where the 
streets are said to be paved with half-peck loaves, the 
houses tiled with pancakes, and where the fowls fly about - 
ready roasted, crying, Come eat me! 

Who then are the kind of persons to whom an emigra- 
tion to America may be advantageous? And what are the 
advantages they may reasonably expect? 


aaa eee t 


Merely to eat up the corn. Warts. 


x 
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Land being cheap in that country, from. the vast forests. 
still void of inhabitants, and not likely to be occupied in- 
an age to come, insomuch that the propriety of an hundred 
acres of fertile soil full of wood may be obtained near the 
frontiers, in many places, for eight or ten guineas, hearty 
young laboring men, who understand the husbandry of corn 
and cattle, which is nearly the same in that country as in 
Europe, may easily establish themselves there. A little 
money saved of the good wages they receive there, while 
they work for others, enables them to buy the land and be- 
gin their plantation, in which they are assisted by the good- 


will of their neighbors, and some credit. Multitudes of — 


poor people from England, Ireland, Scotland, and Germany, 


; ’ mr 
have by this means in a few years become wealthy farmers, 


who, in their own countries, where all the lands are fully 
occupied, and the wages of labor low, could never have — 
emerged from the poor condition wherein they were born. 
From the salubrity of the air, the healthiness of the cli- 
mate, the plenty of good provisions, and the encourage- 
ment to early marriages, by the certainty of subsistence in 
cultivating the earth, the increase of inhabitants by natural 
generation is very rapid in America,:and becomes still more 
so by the accession of strangers ; hence there is a continual 
demand for more artisans of all the necessary and useful 
kinds, to supply those cultivators of the earth with houses, 
and with furniture and utensils of the grosser sorts, which 
cannot so well be brought from Europe. Tolerably good 
workmen in any of those mechanic arts are sure to find 
employ, and to be well paid for their work, there being no 
restraints preventing strangers from exercising any art they 


understand, nor any permission necessary. If they are — 


poor, they begin first as servants or journeymen ; and if 
they are sober, industrious, and frugal, they soon become 


masters, establish themselves in business, marry, raise fa- _ 


milies, and become respectable citizens, 

Also, persons of moderate fortunes and capitals, who, 
having a number of children to provide for, are desirous af 
bringing them up to industry, and to secure estates for 


4 
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‘their posterity, have opportunities of doing it in America, 


which Europe does not afford. There they may be taught _ 


and practise profitable mechanic arts, without incurring dis- 
grace on that account, but on the contrary acquiring respect 
by such abilities. There small capitals laid out in lands, 
which daily become more valuable by the increase of peo- 


ple, afford a solid prospect of ample fortunes thereafter for 


those children. The writer of this has known several in- 
“stances of large tracts of land, bought, on what was then the 
frontier of Pennsylvania, for ten pounds per hundred acres, 
which, when the settlements had been extended far beyond 
them, sold readily, without any improvement made upon 
_ them, for three pounds per acre. The acre in America is 
the same with the English acre, or the acre’ of Normandy. 

Those, who desire to understand the state of govern- 
ment in America, would do well to read the’ constitutions 
of the several states, and the articles of confederation that 
bind the whole together for general purposes, under the di- 
rection of one assembly, called the congress. These con- 
stitutions have been printed, by order of con gress, in Ame- 


rica; two editions of them have also been printed in 


London ; and a good translation of them into French has 
lately been published at Paris. 

Several of the princes of Europe of late, from an opinion 
of advantage to arise by producing all commodities and 
manufactures within their own dominions, so as to diminish 


or render useless their importations, have endeavored to 


to entice workmen from other countries, by high salaries, 
privileges, &c. Many persons, pretending to be skilled in 
various great manufactures, imagining, that America must 
‘be in want of them, and that the congress would probably 
be disposed to imitate the princes above mentioned, have 
proposed to go over, on condition of having their passages 
_ paid, lands given, salaries appointed, exclusive privileges 
for terms of years, &c. Such persons, on reading the ar- 


ticles of confederation, will find, that the congress have no 


power committed to them, nor money put into their hands, 
for such purposes ; and that if any such encouragement is 


cay 
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given, it must be by the government of some separate states 
This, however, has rarely been done in America; and 
when it has been done, it has rarely succeeded, so as to 
establish a manufacture, which the country was not yet So 
ripe for as to encourage private persons to set it up ; labor 
being’generally too dear there, and hands difficult to be 
kept together, every one desiring to be a master, and the 
cheapness of land inclining many to leave trades for agri- 
culture. Some indeed have met with success, and are car- 
ried on to advantage ; but they are generally such as 
require only a few hands, or wherein great part of the work 
is performed by machinese Goods that are bulky, and of 
so small value as not well to bear the expence of freight, 


may often be made cheaper in the country than they can be | 


imported ; and the manufacture of such goods will be pro- 
ftable wherever there is a sufficient demand. The farmers 
im America produce indeed a good deal of wool and flax ; 
and none is exported, it is all worked up; but it is in the 
way of domestic manufacture, for the use of the family. 
The buying up quantities of wool and flax, with the design 
to employ spinners, weavers, &c; and form great establish- 
ments, producing quantities of linen and woollen goods for 
sale, has been several times attempted in different pro- 
vinces; but those projects have generally failed, goods of 
equal value being imported cheaper. And when the go- 
yernments have been solicited to support such schemes by 
encouragements, in money, or by imposing duties on im- 
portation of such goods, it has been generally refused, on 
this principle, that if the country is ripe for the manufac- 


ture, it may be carried on by private persons to advantage j — 


_- eo 


and if not, it is a folly to think of forcing nature. Great | 


establishments of manufacture require great numbers of 
poor to do the work for small wages; those poor are to be 
found in Europe, but will not be found in America, till the 
lands are all taken up and cultivated, and the excess of 
people, who cannot get land, want employment. The ma- 
nufacture of silk, they say, is natural in France, as that of 


cloth in England, because each country produces in plenty | 
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the first material : but if England will have a manufacture 
of silk as wellas that of cloth, and France of cloth as well 
as that of silk, these unnatural Operations must be support- 
ed by mutual prohibitions, or high duties on the importation 
-of each other’s goods ; by which means the workmen are 
enabled to tax the home consumer by greater prices, while 
the higher wages they receive makes them neither happier 
nor richer, since they only drink more and work less. 
Therefore the governments in America do nothing to en- 
courage such projects. The people, by this means, are not 
imposed on either by the merchant or mechanic: if the 
merchant demands too much profit on imported shoes, they 
buy of the shoemaker; and if he asks too high a price, 
they take them of the merchant: thus the two professions 
are checks on each other. The shoemaker, however, has, 
on. the whole, a considerable profit upon his labor in Ame- 
rica, beyond what he had in Europe, as he can add to his 
price a sum nearly equal to all the expences of freight and 
commission, risk or insurance, &c. necessarily charged by 
the merchant. And the case is the same with the work. 
men in every other mechanic art. Hence it is, that arti- 
sans generally live better and more easily in America than 
in Europe; and such as are good economists make a com- 
fortable provision for age, and for their children. Such 
may, therefore, remove with advantage to America. 

In the long-settled. countries of Europe, all arts, trades, 
professions, farms, &e. are so full, that it is difficult for a 
poor man who has children to place them where they may 
gain, or learn to gain, a decent livelihood. The artisans, 
who fear creating future rivals in business, refuse to take 
apprentices, but upon conditions of money, maintenance, 
or the like, which the parents are unable to comply with. 
Hence the youth are dragged up in ignorance of every 
gainful art, and obliged to become soldiers, or servants, or 
‘thieves, fora subsistence. In America, the rapid increase 
of inhabitants takes away that fear of rivalship, and arti- 
sans willingly receive apprentices from the hope. of profit 
by their labor, during the remainder of the time stipulated, 


e Y 
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after they shall be instructed. Hence it is easy for poor 
families to get their children instructed ; for the artisans 
are SO desirous of apprentices, that many of them will even 
give money to the parents, to have boys from ten to fifteen 
years of age bound apprentices to them, till the age of 
twenty-one ; and many poor parents have, by that means, 
on their arrival in the country, raised money enough to buy 
land sufficient to establish themselves, and to subsist the 
rest of their family by agriculture. These contracts for 
apprentices are made before a magistrate, who regulates 
the agreement according to reason and justice, and, having 
sn view the formation of a future useful citizen, obliges the 
master to engage by a written indenture, not only that, dur- 
ing the time of service stipulated, the apprentice shall be 
duly provided with meat, drink, apparel, washing, and 
lodging, and at its expiration with a complete new suit of 
‘clothes, but also, that he shall be taught to read, write, and 
cast accounts; and that he shall be well instructed in the 
art or profession of his master, or some other, by which 
be may afterwards gain a livelihood, and be able in his turn 
to raise a family. A copy of this indenture is given to the 
apprentice or his friends, and the magistrate keeps a record 
of it, to which recourse may be had, in case of failure by 
the master in any point of performance. This desire among 
the masters, to have more hands employed in working for 
them, induces them to pay the passages of young persons, 
of both sexes, who, on their arrival, agree to serve them 
one, two, three, or four years; those who have already 
learned a trade, agreeing for a shorter term, in proportion 
to their skill, and the consequent immediate value of their 
service ; and those who have none, agreeing for a longer | 
term, in consideration of being taught an art their poverty 
would not permit them to accuire in their own country. 
The almost general mediocrity of fortune that prevails - 
in America, obliging its people to follow some business for 
subsistence, those vices, that arise usually from idleness, 
are in a great measure prevented. Industry and constant | 
employment are great preservatives of the morals and vir- : 


® 
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tue of a nation. Hence? bad examples to By fost are more 
rare in America, which must be : a con fortable consideration 
to parents. To this may be truly added, that serious reli- | 
gion, under its various denominations, is not only tolerated, 
but respected and practised. Atheism is unknown there; 
infidelity rare and secret ; so that persons may live to a great 
age in that country, without having their piety shocked by 
_meeting with either an atheist or an infidel. And the Di- 
vine Being seems to have manifested his approbation of the 
mutual forbearance and kindness with which the different 
sects treat each other, by the remarkable prosperity with 
which he has been pleased to favor the whole country. 


TO BENJAMIN VAUGHAN, ESQ: 
On the criminal Laws, and the Practice of Privateering. 
March 14, 1785. 

_ My pEAR FRIEND, 

AMONG the pamphlets you lately sent me, was one 
entitled, “ Thoughts on Executive Justice.” In return for 
that, I send you a French one on the same subject; ‘ Obser- 
vations concernant I’ Exécution de l’Article II, de la Dé. 
claration sur le Vol.” They are both addressed to the 
judges, but written, as you will see, in a very different spi- 
rit. The English author is for hanging a// thieves. The 
Frenchman is for proportioning punishments to offences. 

If we really believe, as we profess to believe, that the law 
of Moses was the law of God, the dictate of divine wis- 
dom, infinitely superior to human; on what principles do 
we ordain death as the punishment of an offence, which, 
according to that law, was only to be punished by a restitu- 
tion of fourfold? To put a man to death for an offence, 
which does not deserve death, is it not a murder? And as 
the French writer says, ‘* Doit on punir un délit contre la 
societé, par un crime contre la nature?” 

Superiluous property is the creature of society. Simple 
and mild laws were sufficient to guard the PieBeRty that 

3H 
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was merely necessary. The savage’ s bow, his becier and 
his coat of skins, were sufficiently secured, without law, by 
the fear of personal resentment and retaliation. When, by 
virtue of the first laws, part of the society accumulated 


wealth and grew powerful, they enacted others more severe, 


and would protect their property at the expence of hu- 
manity. This was abusing their power, and commencing a 
tyranny. If a savage, before he entered into society, had 
been told,—‘ Your neighbor, by this means, may become 


owner of an hundred deer; but if your brother, or your 
son, or yourself, having no deer of your own, and being: 
hungry, should kill one, an infamous death must be the con- 


sequence:” he would probably have preferred his liberty, 
and his common right of killing any deer, to all the advan- 
tages of society that might be proposed to him. - 


That it is better a hundred guilty persons should escape,. 


than that one innocent person should suffer, is a maxim that 
has been long and generally approved; never, that I know 
of, controverted. Even the sanguinary author of the 
Thoughts agrees to it, adding well, ‘ that the very thought 
of injured mnocence, and much more that of suffering in- 
nocence, must awaken all our tenderest and most compas- 
sionate feelings, and at the same time raise our highest in- 


dignation against the instruments of it. ‘¢ But,” he adds, 


“there is no danger of ezther, from a strict adherence to 
the laws.”—Reallv! It is then impossible to make an unjust 


law? and if the law itself be unjust, may it not be the 


very “instrument” which ought “ to raise the author’s, and 
every body’s highest indignation?” I see, in the last news- 
papers from London, that a woman is capitally conyicted at 
the Old Bailey, for privately stealing out of a shop some 


gauze, value fourteen shillings and threepence: is there 
any proportion between the injury done ih a tee value 
fourteen shillings and threepence, and the punishment of a 


human creature, by death, on a gibbet? Might not- that 
woman, by her labor, have made the reparation ordained 
by God, in paying fourfold? Is not all punishment, inflicted 
beyond the merit of the offence, so much punishment of 
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innocence? In this light, how vast is the annual quantity 4 
of not only mgured but suffering innocence, in almost) all 
the civilized states of Europe! 

But it seems to have been thought, that this kind of in- 
nocence may be punished by way of. preventing crimes. I 
have read, indeed, of a cruel Turk in Barbary, who when- 
ever he bought a new Christian slave, ordered him imme- 
diately to be hung up by the legs, and to receive a hundred 
_ blows of a cudgel on the soles of his feet, that the severe 
sense of the punishment, and fear of incurrin e it thereafter, 
might prevent the faults, that should merit it. Our author 
. himself would hardly approve entirely of this Turk’s con- 
duct in the government ef slaves; and yet he appears to 
recommend something like it for the government of English 
subjects, when he applauds the reply of judge Burnet to the 
convict horse-stealer ; who, being asked what he had to say 
why judgment of death should not pass against him, and 
answering, that it was hard to hang a man for on/zy stealing 
a horse, was told by the judge, “ Man, thou art not to be 
hanged on/y for ages a horse, but that horses may not 
be stolen.” ‘The man’s answer, if candidly examined, will, 
T imagine, appear reasonable, as being founded on the 
eternal principle of justice and. equity, that punishments 
should be proportioned to offences ; ; and the judge’s reply 
brutal and unreasonable, though the writer ‘‘ wishes all 
judges to carry it with them whenever they go the circuit, 
and to bear it in their minds, as containing a wise reason 
_ for all the penal statutes, which they are called upen to put 
in execution. It at once illustrates,” says he, “the true 
grounds and reasons ‘of all capital punishments whatso- 
ever, namely, that every man’s property, as well as his life, 
may be held sacred and inviolate.” Is there then no differ- 
ence in value between property and life? If I think it right, 
that the crime of murder should be punished with death, 
not only as an equal punishment of the crime, but to pre- 
vent other murders, does it follow, that I must approve of in- 
flicting the same punishment for a little invasion on my pro- 
berty by theft? If Iam not myself so barbarous, so bloody- 
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minded, and revengeful, as to kill a fellow creature for 
stealing from me fourteen shillings and threepence, how 
can I approve of a law that does it? Montesquieu, who 
was himself a judge, endeavors to impress other maxims. 

He must have known what humane judges feel on such 
occasions, and what the effects of those feelings; and, so 
far from thinking that severe and excessive punishments 
prevent crimes, he asserts, as quoted by our French writer, 
that 

“ Datrocité des lowx en empéche ? exécution. 

“ Lorsque la peine est sans mesure, on est souvent obligé 
de lui préférer ? impunité. 

“ Ta cause de tous les relachemens vient de ’ impunité des 
crimes, et non de la modération des peines.” 

It is said by those who know Europe generally, that 
there are more thefts committed and punished annually in 
England, then in all the other nations put together. It 
this be so, there must be a cause or causes for such depra- 
vity in your common people. May not one be the deficiency 
of justice and morality in your national government, mani- 
fested in your oppressive conduct to your subjects, and un- 
just wars on your neighbors ? View the long-persisted in, un- 
just, monopolizing treatment of Ireland, at length acknow- 
leged! View the plundering government exercised by your 
merchants in the Indies; the confiscating war made upon 
the American colonies ; and, to say nothing of those upon 
France and Spain, view the late war upon Holland, which 
was seen by impartial Europe in no other light than that of 
a war of rapine and pillage; the hopes of an immense and 
easy prey being its only apparent, and probably its true and 
real motive and encouragement. Justice 1s as strictly due 
between neighbor nations, as between neighbor citizens. A 
highwayman is as much a robber when he plunders in a 
gang, as when single ; and a nation, that makes an unjust 
war, is only agreat gang. After employing your people in 
robbing the Dutch, strange is it, that, being put out of that 
employ by peace, they still continue robbing, and rob one 
enother? Piraterie, as the French call it, or privateering, 
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is the universal bent of the English nation, at home and 
abroad, wherever settled. No less than seven hundred 
privateers were, it is said, commissioned in the last war! 
These were fitted out. by merchants, to prey upon other 
merchants, who had never done them any injury. Is 
there probably any one of those privateering merchants of 
London, who were so ready to rob the merchants of Am- 
sterdam, that would not as readily plunder another London 
merchant of the next street, if he could do it with the 
same impunity! The avidity, the alent appetens, is the 
same; it is the fear alone of the gallows that makes the 
difference. How then can a nation, which, among the 
honestest of its people, has so many thieves by inclination, 
and whose government encouraged and commissioned no 
less than seven hundred gangs of robbers; how can such a 
nation haye the face to condemn the crime in individuals, 
and hang up twenty of them in a morning! It naturally 
puts one in mind of a Newgate anecdote :,...One of the pri- 
soners complained, that in the night somebody had taken 
his buckles out of his shoes;,...¢ What, the devil!” says 
another, “t have we then thieves among us?.....ft must not be 
suffered:.....let us search out the rogue, and pump him to 
death.” | | 

There is, however, one late instance of an English mer- 
chant, who will not profit by such ill-gotten gain. He was, 
it seems, part-owner of a ship, which the other owners 
thought fit to employ as a letter of marque, and which took 
anumber of French prizes. The booty being shared, he 
has now an agent here inquiring, by an advertisement in the 
Gazette, for those who suffered the loss, in order to make 
them, as far as in him lies, restitution. . This conscientious. 
man is a Quaker. The Scotch Presbyterians were formerly 
as tender; for there is still extant an ordinance of the town- 
council of Edinburgh, made soon after the reformation, 
*« forbidding the purchase of prize goods, under pain .of 
losing the freedom of the burgh for ever, with other punish- 
ment at the will of the magistrate ;. the practice of making 


AG. MISCELLANEOUS. 41785. 


prizes being contrary to good conscience, and the rule of 
treating Christian brethern as we would wish to be treated; 
and such goods are mot to be sold by any godly men within 
this burgh.” The race of these godly men in Scotland is 
probably extinct, or their principles abandoned, since, as far 
as that nation had a hand in promoting. the war against the. 
colonies, prizes and confiscations are believed to haye been 
a considerable motive. 

It has been for some titac a generally received opinion, 
that a military man is not to inquire whether a war be just 
or unjust; he is to execute his orders. All princes who 
are disposed to become tyrants must probably approve of 
this opinion, and be willing to establish it; but is it not a 
dangerous one? since, on that principle if the tyrant com- 
mands his army to attack and destroy, not only an unoffend- 
ing neighbor nation, but even his own subjects, the army is 
bound to obey. A negro slave, in our colonies, being com- 
manded by his master to rob or murder a neighbor, or do 
any other immoral act, may refuse,' and the magistrate will 
protect him in his refusal. The slavery then of a soldier 
is worse than that of anegro! A conscientious officer, if 
not restrained by the apprehension of its being imputed to 
another cause, may indeed resign, rather than be employed 


in an unjust war: but the private men are slaves for Maes | 


and they are perhaps incapable of judging for themselves. 
We can only lament their fate, and still more that of a 
sailor, who is often dragged by force from his honest occu- 
pation, and compelled to imbrue his hands in, perhaps in- 
nocent blood. But methinks it well behoves merchants 
(men more enlightened by their education, and perfectly 
free from any such force or obligation) to consider well of 


the justice of a war, before they voluntarily engage a gang 


of ruffians to attack their fellow-merchants of a neighboring 
nation, to plunder them of their property, and perhaps ruin 
them and their families, if they yield it; or to wound, maim, 
or murder them, if they endeavor to defend it.. Yet 
these things are done by Christian merchants, whether a 
‘war be just or unjust; and it can hardly be just on both 
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sides. ‘They are done by English and American nrerchants, 
who, nevertheless, complain of private theft, and hang by 
dozens the thieves they have taught by their own example. 
It is high time, for the sake of humanity, that a stop were 
put to this enormity. The United States: of America, 
though better situated than any European nation to make 
profit by privateering (most of the trade of Europe, with 
the West Indies, passing before their doors) are, as far as 
in them lies, endeavoring to abolish the practice, by offer- 
ing, in all their treaties with other powers, an article, engag- 
ing solemnly, that, in case of future war, no privateer shall 
be commissioned on either side; and that unarmed mer- 
chant-ships, on both sides, shall pursue their voyages un- 
molested. This will be a happy improvement of the law 
of nations. The humane and the just cannot but wish ¢e- 
neral success to the proposition. 
With unchangable esteem and affection, 
Ever yours. 
B. FRANKLIN. 
d This offer having been accepted by the late king of Prussia, a treaty of 
amity and commerce was concluded between that monarch and the United 
States, containing the following humane, philanthropic article ; in the formation 


of which Dr. Franklin, as one of the American plenipotentiaries, was princi- 
pally concerned, viz. 


ART: XXII. 

If war should arise beetween the two contracting parties, the merchants of 
either country, then residing in the other, shall be allowed to remain nine 
months to collect their debts and settle their affairs, and may depart freely, 
carrying off all their effects without molestation or hindrance ; and-all women, 
and children, scholars of every faculty, cultivators of the earth, artisans, manu- 
facturers, and fishermen, unarmed and inhabiting unfortified towns, villages, or 
places, and in general all others, whose occupations are for the common subsis- 
tence and benefit of mankind, shall be allowed to continue their respective em- 
ployments, and shall not be molested in their persons, nor shall their houses and 
goods be burnt, er otherwise destroyed, nor their fields wasted, by the armed 
force of the enemy into whose power, by the events of war, they may happen te 
fall; but if any thing is necessary to be taken from them for the use of such 
armed force, the same shall be paid for at a reasonable price. And all merchant 
and trading vessels employed in exchanging the products of different places, and 
thereby rendering the necessaries, conveniences, and comforts of human life 
more easy to be obtained, and more general, shall be allowed to pass free and: 
unmolested ; and neither of the contracting powers shall grant or issue any com- 
mission to any private armed vessels, em powering them to take ordestroy such 

thading vessels, or interrupt such commerce. 
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A Comparison of the Conduct of the Ancient Jews, and of the Anti« 
federalists in the United States of America. 


A ZEALOUS advocate for the proposed federal consti- 
tution in a public assembly said, that “ the repugnance of a 
great part of mankind to good government was such, that 
he believed, that if an angel from heaven was to bring down 
a constitution, formed there for our use, it would neverthe- 
less meet with violent opposition.” He was reproved for 
the supposed extravagance of the sentiment, and he did not 
justify it. Probably it might not have immediately oc- 
curred to him, that the experiment had been tried, and 
that the event was recorded in the most faithful of all his- 
tories, the Holy Bible ; otherwise he might, as it seems to 
me, have supported his opinion by that unexceptionable 
authority. , ) 

The Supreme Being had been pleased to nourish up a 
single family, by continued acts of his attentive providence, 
till it became a great people: and having rescued them from 
bondage by many miracles, performed by his servant Moses, 
he personally delivered to that chosen servant, in presence 
of the whole nation, a constitution and code of laws for 
their observance, accompanied and sanctioned with pro- 
mises of great rewards, and threats of severe punishments, 
as the consequence of their obedience or disobedience. 

This constitution, though the Deity himself was to be at 
its head (and it is therefore called by political writers a 
theocracy) could not be carried into execution but by the: 
means of his ministers; Aaron and his sons were therefore 
commissioned to be, with Moses, the first established minis- 
try of the new government. eas 

One would have thought, that the appointment of men, 
avho had distinguished themselves in procuring the liberty 
of their nation, and had hazarded their lives in openly op- 
posing the will of a powerful monarch, who would have. 
retained that nation in slavery, might have been an appoint- 
ment acceptable to a grateful people ; and that a constitu- 
tion, framed for them by the Deity himself, might on that 
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account have been secure of an universal welcome reception, 
Yet there were, in every one of the thirteen tribes, some 
discontented, restless spirits, who were continually exciting 
them to reject the proposed new government, and this from 
various motives: | | \ NR ie 
Many still retained an affection for Egypt, the land of 
their nativity, and these, whenever they felt any inconve-’ 
nience or hardship, though the natural and unavoidable effect 
of their change of situation, exclaimed against their leaders 
as the authors of their trouble : and were not only for return- 
ing into Egypt, but stoning their deliverers.e Those inclined 
to idolatry were displeased that their golden calf was de- 
stroyed. Many of the chiefs thought the new constitution 
might he injurious to their particular interests, that the pro- 
fitable places would be engrossed by the families and friends 
of Moses and Aaron, and others, equally well born, ex- 
cluded.f—In Josephus, and the Talmud, we learn some parti- 
culars, not so fully narrated in the scripture. We are there 
told, ‘‘ that Corah was ambitious of the priesthood, and 
offended that it was conferred on Aaron; and this, as he 
said, by the authority of Moses only, without the consent of 
the people. He accused Moses of having, by various arti- 
fices, fraudulently obtained the government, and deprived 
the people of their liberties, and of conspiring with Aaron 
to perpetuate the tyranny in their family. Thus, though 
Corah’s real motive was the supplanting of Aaron, he per- 
suaded the people, that he meant only the public good; and 
they, moved by his insinuations, began to cry out, “ Let. 
us maintain the common liberty of our respective tribes ; 
we have freed ourselves from all the slavery imposed upon 
us by the Egyptians, and shali we suffer ourselves to be 
made slaves by Moses? If we must have a master, it were 
better to return to Pharaoh, who at least fed us with bread 
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€ Numbers, chap. xiv. 

f Numbers, chap. xvi. ver. 3. ‘* And they gathered themselves together 
against Moses and against Aaron, and said unto them, ye take too much upon 
you, seeing ail the congregations are holy, every one of them,—wherefore then 
lift ye up yourselves above the congregation.” 
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and onions, than to serve this new tyrant, who, by his 
operations, has brought us into danger of famine.”’ Then 
they called in question the reality of his conference with 
God, and objected to the privacy of the meetings, and the 
preventing any of the people from being present at the col- 
‘loquies, or even approaching the place, as grounds of great 
suspicion. They accused Moses also of peculation, as embez- 
zling part of the golden spoons and the silver chargers, that 
the princes had offered at the dedication of the altar,s and. 
the offerings of gold by the common people, as well as 
most of the poll tax ;i and Aaron they accused of pocketing 
-anuch of the gold of which he pretended to have made a 
molten calf. Besides peculation, they charged Moses with 
ambition; to gratify which passion, he had, they said, de- 
ceived the people, by promising to bring them to a land 
flowing with milk and honey ; instead of doing which, he 
had brought them from such a land; and that he thought 
light of all this mischief, provided he could make himself 
an absolute prince.* ‘Fhat, to support the new dignity with 
splendor in his family, the partial poll tax, already levied . 
and given to Aaron,’ was to be followed by a general one,™ 
which would probably be augmented from time to time, if 
he were suffered to go on promulgating new laws, on pre- 
tence of new occasional revelations of the-divine will, till 
their whole fortunes were devoured by that aristocracy. 
Moses denied the charge of peculation, and his accusers 
were destitute of proofs to support it; though facts, if real, 
are in their nature capable of proof. “I have not,” said he 
(with holy confidence in the presence of God,) “I have 
not taken from this people the value of an ass, nor done 


g Numbers, chap. Vil. 

h Exodus, chap. XXXv. Ver. 22. : 

; Numbers, chap. iii. and Exodus, chap. Xxx, my 

k Numbers, chap. xvi. ver. 13. ‘SIs ita small thing that thou hast brought 
us up out of a land flowing with inilk and honey, to kill us in this wilderness, 
except thou make thyself altogether a prince over us.”” 

1 Numbers, chap. ill. m Exodus, chap. xXx. 
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them any other injury.” But his enemies had made the 

charge, and with some success among the populace ; for no 

kind of accusation is so readily made, or easily believed, by 
knaves, as the accusation of knavery. 

In fine, no less than two hundred and fifty of the prin- 
cipal men ‘famous in the congregation, men of renown,’ ”™ 
heading and exciting the mob, worked them up to such a 
pitch. of phrenzy, that they called out, stone him, stone him, 
and thereby secure our liberties; and let us choose other 
captains, that may lead us back into Egypt, in case we do not 
succeed in reducing the Canaanites. 

On the whole, it appears, that the Israelites were a people 
jealous of their newly acquired liberty, which jealousy was 
in itself no fault; but that, when they suffered it to be 
worked upon by artful men, pretending public good, with 
nothing really in view but private interest, they were led 
to oppose the cstablishment of the new constitution, where- 
by they brought upon themselves much inconvenience and 
misfortune. It farther appears, from the same inestimable 
history, that when, after many ages, the const itution had 
become old and much abused, and an amendment of it was 
proposed, the populace, as they had accused Moses of the 
ambition of making himself a prince, and cried out, stone 
him, stone him; so, exciting by their high- priests and 
scribes, they exclaimed against the Messiah, that he aimed 
at becoming king of the Jews, and cried, crucify him, crucify 
him. From all which we may gather, that popular opposi- 
tion to a public measure is no proof of its impropriety, even 
though the opposition be excited and headed by men of dis- 
tinction. 

To conclude, I beg I may not be understood to infer, 
that our general convention was divinely inspired, when it 
formed the new federal constitution, merely because that 
constitution has been unreasonably and vehemently op- 
posed; yet, I must own, I have so much faith inthe gene- 
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why if 


ral government of ‘tl the siild by Providence, that I can 


hardly conceive ‘a tiabenction of such momentous impor- 
tance to the welfare of millions now existing, | and to exist 


in the posterity ofa great nation, should be suffered to pass 
Masi being in some degree influenced, guided, and go- 


“verned “by that omnipotent, omnipresent, and beneficent 
~ ruler, in whom all inferior spirits live, and move, and. thaye 
their being. 


~ Final Speech of Dr. Franklin in the Federal Convention, which 


Sramed the Constitution of the United States. fs 
ae bee 
Mr. PRESIDENT, na 


{ CONFESS that I do not entirely approve of this con- 
stitution at present: but, sir, I am not sure I shall never 
approve it ; for having lived long, I have experienced many 
imstances of being obliged, by better information, or fuiler 
consideration, to change opinions, even on important sub- 
jects, which I once thought right, but found to be other- 
wise; It is, therefore, that, the older I grow, the more apt 
Iam to doubt my own judgment, and to pay more respect 


to the judgment of others. Most men, indeed, as wellas 


most sects in religion, think themselves in possession of all 
truth, and that whenever others differ from them, it is so far 
error. Steele, a Protestant, in a dedication, telis the pope, 
that “ the only difference between our two churches, in their 


opinions of the certainty of their doctrines is, the Romish 
church is infallible, and the church of England never in the 


>P] 


wrong.” But, though many private persons think almost as_ 


highly of their own infallibility as of that of their sect, few 
express itso naturally as a certain French lady, who, ina little 
dispute with her sister, said, I don’t know how it happens, 


sister, but I meet with nobody but myself that is always in 


the right. J/n’y a que moi qui a toujours raison. In these 
sentiments, sir, I agree to this constitution, with ail its 
faults, if they are such, because I think a general govern- 
ment necessary for us, and there is no form of government 
but what may he a blessing, if well administered; and I 
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Pe 


believe farther, that this is likely to be well administered 
for a course of years, and can only end in despotism, as 
other forms have done before it, when the people shall be- 
come so corrupted ; as to need despotic § government, being 
incapable of any other. I doubt too, whether any other 
convention we can obtain, may be able to make abetter ‘con- 
stitution. For when you assemble a number of men, to 
have the advantage of their joint wisdom, you inevitably 
assemble with those men, all their prejudices, their passions, 


their errors of opinion, their local interests, and their selfish 


views. From such an assembly can a perfect production be 
expected? It therefore astonishes me, sir, to find this sys- 
tem approaching so near to perfection as it does; and [ 
think it will astonish our enemies, who are waiting with con- 
fidence to hear, that our councils are confounded, like those 


of the builders of Babylon, and that our states are on the. 


point of separation, only to meet hereafter for the purpose 
of cutting each other’s throats. 

Thus I consent, sir, to this 'constitution, Because I expect 
no better, and because I am not sure, that this is not the 
best. The opinions I have had of its errors, I sacrifice to 
the public good. I haye never whispered a syllable of them 
abroad. Within these walls they were bern, and here they 
shall die. If every one of us, in returning to our consti- 
tuents, were to report the Sbicetiens he has had to it, and 
endeavor to gain partisans in support of them, we might 
prevent its being generally received, and thereby lose all the 
salutary effects and great advantages resulting naturally in 
our favor among foreign nations, as well as among our- 
selves, from our real or apparent unanimity. Much of the 
strength and efficiency of any government, in procuring and 
securing happiness to the people, depends on opinion, on 
the general opinion of the goodness of that government, as 
well as of the wisdom and integrity of its governors. 

I hope therefore, that for our own sakes, as part of the 
people, and for the sake of our posterity, we shall act 


. heartily and unanimously in recommending this constitution, 


whereyer our influence may extend, and turn our future 


ee 


a 
a, wh. 

7 j © 
2 & 
f al . » 
| 3 


ASA | a POLTRIOA L950)" | 1787. 


thoughts arid endeavors to the means of having it well ad- 
ministered. | | 
On the whole, sir, I cannot help expressing a wish, that 
every member of the convention, who may still have ob- 
jections, would with me, on this occasions, doubt a little of 
his own infallibility, and, to make manifest our unanimity, 
put his name to this instrument. rhs 
[The motion was then made for adding the last for- 


“mula, viz. 


Done in Convention, by the unanimous consent, &c. which 
was agreed to, and added accordingly. ] 
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END OF THE VOLUME. 
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